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Draft Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council held at The Olney Centre on 

Monday 5th July 2021 at 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllrs Aldred, Bethune, Brock, Brown, Geach, Geary, Hall, Pibworth, Rodden, Rowland, 

Stokes, Tennant, Varley, Ward, Whitworth 

In attendance: Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 
Public Forum: There were two statements from members of the public 

1) The first letter was from a local resident highlighting the frequency and speed of heavy goods 

through the town. They were concerned about accidents being caused due to the rise in traffic over 

the past five years and proposed that mandatory speed limits and speed bumps were introduced.  

They also raised the previously proposed Olney by-pass and the earlier fears that this may kill the 

town, saying they felt that due to the growth in the area this view was now outdated. The resident 

proposed the following; mandatory speed limit of 20 mile an hour and/or speed bumps and a ban in 

vehicles of a certain size. They were happy to offer their services if they were able to help.   

  

2) Zina Bage (consent to release name), an Olney resident, wrote regarding ongoing parking problems 

in their road. They said that the number of parked cars had worsened, especially after 6:00pm and 

parking should be checked by Inspectors at this time.  The residents son was told by someone who 

parks in their road, although living in another, that they could not park by the garages.  The resident 

feels that this is no room for visitors to park and said that cars are still driving around the footpath.  

They said that residents were fed up and asked why nothing was being done. 

 
OTC21/108: Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies for absence 

 

OTC21/109: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda  

Councillor Varley gave a declaration of interest on item 14 as she is a member of the Community Orchard 

Committee.   

Councillor Stokes declared interest in item 18 as Chairman of the Club in the adjacent building.   

Councillor Tennant declared an interest in item 9 as a resident adjacent to that development site and item 18 

as a user of the building.  

Councillor Brown declared interest in item 9 as a resident opposite the building. 

 

OTC21/110: To approve the minutes of the OTC meetings held on 7th June and the extraordinary 

meetings held on 14th June 2021 and 22nd June 2021 
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Resolved: to agree that the minutes of the meetings of 7th June 2021, 14th June 2021, 22nd June 2021 as 

a true and correct record. 

 

OTC21/111: To review the extension of variation of the alcohol license exclusion zone 

All Councillors were in favour of the extension of the exclusion zone.  

Resolved: that Councillor Geach will write to Milton Keynes Council on behalf of Olney Town Council to ask 

that the exclusion to be extended. 

 

OTC21/112: To receive and review updated Standing Orders from the Working Group 

This item was delayed until the end of the meeting. 

There was much discussion about items that were recommended for removal. Councillor Geary proposed a 

special meeting to discuss this 4 were in favour and 8 against.   

Resolved: Cllr Geach said that this item will be discussed at a subsequent meeting  

 

OTC21/113: To receive a process review report 

Councillor Aldred said that the agenda should read ‘To Consider Conducting a Process Review report’ and 

for the avoidance of doubt the motion was for the council to mandate him to conduct such a process review. 

The aim of the motion was to try and find ways to improve, enhance and work properly within Olney Town 

Council. 

Councillor Geach proposed that we adopt to go ahead with the process review with the addendum that this 

commences when a new Clerk has been recruited. Councillor Varley seconded this, and Councillors voted in 

favour with one abstention. 

Resolved: to begin the process review when a new Clerk has been recruited and in post for at least a month 

 

OTC21/114: To receive the dates for Committee meetings for Dickens of a Christmas Committee and 

The Olney Centre Committee as determined by those Committees members 

Resolved: that the next meeting dates were set for 19th July 2021 

 

OTC21/115: To receive an update on the Community Building at Aspreys 

Councillor Tennant advised he had forwarded the Quantity Surveyors report to the developers team and that 

they are considering the differing options.  

Resolved: Councillor Tennant advised that we have a joint meeting between an Olney Town Council 

representative, our Quantity Surveyors and Developers team on 9 July 2021 to discuss options and revised 

proposals 

 

OTC21/116: To receive and review a publication scheme  

Resolved:  that Olney Town Council adopt the publication scheme when the office has the resources to 

take on the additional workload to implement the additional processes 
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OTC21/117: To receive and approve drafts of the amended HR, Recs & Services, Planning and ODG 

Terms of Reference now that these Committees meetings have taken place 

It was confirmed all Councillors were happy to receive the changes and accept as approved drafts. 

Resolved: it was agreed the above would be received as published 

 

OTC21/118: A review of representation on external bodies and arrangements for reporting 

back 

Parish Forum Meeting - Councillor Geach and Councillor Stokes   

Cowper & Newton Museum - Councillor Varley and Councillor Brown  

Ann Hopkins Trust Meeting - Councillor Tennant 

(PLUG) Emberton Park Users Group - Councillor Varley and Councillor Rowland 

Olney Pre-School - Councillor Geach  

Olney Youth Centre - Councillor Aldred 

Recreation and Joint Users Group (JUG) - Councillor Varley, Councillor Whitworth and Councillor Brown 

Resolved: Councillor Geach to find out if the Olney Ward Forum group is being invigorated. 

All other external bodies members recruited as representatives of Olney Town Council as outlined above 

 

OTC21/119: To receive the Town Clerks report  

Councillor Geach said that a letter had been received from the Town and Retailer Groups regarding the 

Retail Initiative expressing their gratitude for work the Town Clerk had put into this.  

Councillor Geach also confirmed that the Town Clerk was leaving and thanked her for her two-year service 

to the Council.   

Councillor Brock spoke about Landscaping and said there had been feedback from residents saying the 

Town is looking untidy at the moment. Councillor Bethune noted that we have one less part time member of 

Groundstaff this year.Councillor Brown pointed out that as part of the European Development Fund on behalf 

of the Council, the Head of the Environment is going to visit on 14 July 2021 to inspect areas of concern and 

suggest what the Council can do to rectify. 

Councillor Geach summarised taking the Deputy Clerks suggestion to make a landscaping schedule for the 

town and confirmed the importance of keeping Olney residents informed of works to be carried out. 

Councillor Aldred said that the landscaping of Olney should be part of the proposed process review.   

Resolved: report noted. 

 

OTC21/120: To receive an expenditure report   

It was explained by Cllr Tennant that an item of £4560 spent on consultancy fees for the proposed 

Community Hall at Aspreys new development was reclaimable through the Section 106 monies  

Resolved: Deputy Town Clerk to liaise with Cllr Tennant apply for the S106 monies for the consultancy fees. 

All other expenditure noted.  
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OTC21/121: To review the change of area for the Community Orchard   

Councillor Varley advised that the previous Council had approved a Community Orchard on a site adjacent 

to the existing allotments. Upon professional advice the orchard would benefit from being moved to a 

different location in the same field.  

Councillor Bethune said that she would recommend the change to the orientation of the Community Orchard 

and the use of the rest of the field as a wildflower meadow until it is needed for allotments and proposed that 

we do so.  This was seconded by Councillor Brown and the proposal was carried unanimously. 

Resolved: that the Community Orchard be relocated as per the advice received and that the field be 

maintained as a wild meadow and green habitat, unless it was needed for allotments at a future date. 

 

OTC21/122: To discuss the proposal that OTC stage a Summer Fete   

Councillor Rowland advised the proposed date and location was 28 August 2021 at the Football Ground.  

It was pointed out that there may be various sports clubs using the recreational ground on the proposed 

date. Councillor Brown said he would come back by the 1st August 2021 as to whether or not this was 

logistical after discussing with the various sporting clubs.  Councillor Geach suggested the proposal should 

be that the Council approves in principal the idea of a Council Summer Fete. Given that Councillor Rowland 

will do the research, the Council is happy to delegate the final decision on it to Councillor Geach, Councillor 

Brock and the office on the advice of Councillor Rowland. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Ward and 

carried unanimously.   

Resolved: that Councillor Rowland will research the dates and viability of holding the event.  

 

OTC21/123: To receive reports from Chairs of Committees and Councillors who represent OTC at 

external meetings 

ODG - Councillor Tennant confirmed the Committee had held their first meeting, discussions included Cobbs 

Garden Surgery, Asprey Development for new community facility and other proposals to work with Recs & 

Services.  A decision to rework the Olney Neighbourhood Plan was in place and this is to be revised and 

consulted upon with the Town and aligned with the MKCplan.  This was with a view to public engagement 

before it is adopted in 2022.   

The regular meeting with Bovis Taylor Wimpey focussed primarily on the Yardley Road Works and the effect 

of the offsite works which had affected a number of residents. These works are now complete.  There will be 

a new Pelican crossing before the end of September and there will be a range of highway improvements to 

be made by next summer.   

There will be a meeting at the end of the month and to advise if there any items they would like raised. 

 

HR: Councillor Rodden advised there was a HR meeting on 8 July 2021 regarding employing a temporary 

Town Clerk.  It was resolved at the HR Extraordinary meeting to move this forward as quickly as possible.  
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Cllr Geach had also asked for confirmation that the Deputy Clerk was renumerated to the appropriate level 

during that period. This was agreed by all at the extraordinary meeting.  

 

Planning: Councillor Aldred advised that Angle Properties had attended the latest Planning Committee 

meeting about the development of the Warrington Road site. The Committee also looked at approximately 

20 planning applications. Most applications were supported with 4 or 5 requiring further clarification from 

MKC Planning.  

 

Recs & Services: Councillor Varley explained that a representative from the Allotment Association had 

attended their meeting and talked about allotment parking.  It was felt that this should be dealt with as part of 

the Councillor Brocks working group relating to the Recreation Ground and surround parking.  

Councillor Bethune has compiled a report on the state of Dog Bins and this will be reviewed at the next Recs 

& Services meeting and published for public comments.  It was confirmed all dog bins for Yardley Road and 

the new development will be paid for by Section 106 and OTC will receive a plan so we can decide where 

they will be located.   

Councillor Brock suggested OTC look at dog bin sponsorship.  Councillor Geach explained the proposal is 

for a sum of money is given to sponsor a bin throughout the year and he suggested that the Council 

approves this on the basis that some of the money is raised by Councillor Brock through sponsorship and 

the office allocate this as they see fit amongst the bins.  He would suggest the council approves the principle 

with the details to be worked out later.  This was seconded by Councillor Rodden and proposal passed.  

A group of Councillors will be taking a stock of the schedule of assets of the council and will take a walk to 

see the maintenance to be carried out.  

 

Councillor Brock discussed the Working Group formation for the Recreational Grounds issues and said that 

the toilets opening times at the Rec had been extended.   

Two new rubbish bins have also been delivered to the Rec which have made a big difference.   

There is a problem with graffiti, and this has been brought to the Working Groups attention.   

Presently the Working Group are looking at engaging with local residents and users in the area.    Councillor 

Brock said that parking is a serious issue in the town that needs to be looked into she explained that a 

temporary solution to get the carpark lines repainted to ensure full usage would be beneficial. Councillor 

Geary said we would need to get a company to quote.  

Councillor Geach said that he was happy to get a quote to undertake this work and come back to the 

Finance Committee if it comes through in time.   

Councillor Brock concluded by explaining that a community litter picking group was being set up to go out in 

the evenings. 

Councillor Geary said the residents in Wood Pits had come together and done a consultation on how to 

improve the area and would like to use some of Section 106 money and they would maintain the area and he 

would bring a report back on this.   
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Council Brock said there had been an arrangement for the police to have a base in the town allowing them to 

have a base. Councillor Stokes confirmed they had full access to The Colts Clubhouse, giving a presence on 

the recreation ground, this is with immediate effect.   

 

OTC21/124: To consider exclusion of Public and Press Representatives pursuant to the Public 

Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 on the basis that publicity would be prejudicial to the 

public interest by the confidential nature of the business to be contracted. 

Resolved: to exclude press and public in favour 8, against 7 with regards to the document that had been 

circulated prior to the meeting.  

It was further proposed by Councillor Geach that we have this debate in public and Councillor Tennant 

seconded this.  The proposal was unanimously passed by the Council. 

 

OTC21/125: To discuss the options on how to move forward with the Club House at the Recreation 

Ground on East Street following having been appraised of the history  

Resolved: Councillor Geach said the Council had acknowledged that it needed to be a transparent open 

process, Council Geach said he thought the Council needed to get somebody in to inspect of the premises, 

give a safety report on the premises and the cost to make the building safe and that the Council will go from 

there. Cllr Geach proposed Cllr Varley seconded. All in favour.  

 

The meeting closed at 9:33pm. 


