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Minutes of the Olney Town Council Extraordinary Meeting held at The Olney Centre on 
Tuesday 22nd June 2021 

 
 
Present: Councillors Aldred, Brock, Brown, Geach, Geary, Pibworth, Rodden, Rowland, Stokes, 
Varley, Whitworth 
 
OTC21/103: Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies have been received from Cllrs Tennant, Hall, Bethune, and Ward 
 
OTC21/104: Declarations of interest on items on the agenda 
 
Resolved: The entire Council declared an interest in item as all Councillors are cited on the 
grievance. Cllrs Geach and Geary pointed out that Standing Order 13i allows for this as follows: 
“A dispensation may be granted in accordance with standing order 13(e) if having regard to all 
relevant circumstances any of the following apply:  
I. without the dispensation the number of persons prohibited from participating in the particular 
business would be so great a proportion of the meeting transacting the business as to impede the 
transaction of the business” 
  
OTC21/105: To acknowledge receipt of a grievance 
 
Resolved: Olney Town Council acknowledged receipt of a grievance. 
 
OTC21/106: To consider exclusion of Public and Press Representatives pursuant to the 
Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 on the basis that publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest by the confidential nature of the business to be contracted. 
 
Cllr Geach opened the meeting by stating that he has received advice from ACAS, BALC, and 
OTC’s HR Advisors that the grievance is a personal matter and is therefore confidential. He also 
referenced the Local Council Administration publication which stated that these matters fell within 
two of the four specific circumstances where press and public should be excluded. All sources from 
which information and advice had been sought stated that this should not be done in a session 
open to the public. Cllr Geach then invited comments from the Councillors. 
 
Cllr Pibworth expressed severe reservations about holding any meeting in private unless it was 
necessary. He didn’t believe that this was necessarily the case with this meeting. 
Cllrs Whitworth and Stokes expressed confusion about what the grievance is and how we could 
discuss it if we weren’t aware of what it is. 
Cllr Geach explained that the meeting was not to discuss the grievance but to receive and then 
discuss how we would progress the grievance. He reiterated that the advice he had received from 
all parties he contacted stressed that we should hold the meeting in confidence because it is an 
HR matter.  
Cllr Pibworth asked that it be minuted that we agreed to release as much information as we can as 
soon as we can without compromising any confidentiality. 
Cllr Geach proposed that the Public and Press Representatives pursuant to the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act 1960 on the basis that publicity would be prejudicial to the public 
interest by the confidential nature of the business to be contracted. 



   

 

Signed: Cllr Geach, 5th July 2021 
 

Proposed: Cllr Geach, Seconded: Cllr Varley 
10 Councillors voted in favour, with one against. 
 
Resolved: That the meeting exclude the press and public and proceedings be held in confidence. 
 
OTC21/107: To Progress the Grievance 
 
Cllr Geach then asked that the Council approves actions taken to date by the Mayor in respect of 
this matter. Cllr Geach then read to the Council the sequence of events that had taken place and 
the actions he had taken. 
 
Cllr Geach proposed the motion, seconded Cllr Varley 
Carried unanimously 
 
Resolved: that OTC approves actions taken to date by the Mayor in respect of this matter 
 
In order that the Council further progresses the grievance it was proposed that authorisation is 
given to the Mayor and Chair of HR in relation to this grievance and related issues and reports to 
Council as appropriate. 
 
Proposed – Cllr Rowland, sec Cllr Varley 
Carried Unanimously 
 
Resolved: that authorisation is given to the Mayor and Chair of HR to progress the grievance and 
to report to Council as appropriate 
 
Cllr Geach proposed a third item: that the Council authorises the Mayor and Chair of HR to 
progress matters ancillary to or arising from this grievance or associated personnel issues to 
ensure the smooth running of OTC and reports back to Council at July meeting. 
 
Proposed Cllr Rodden, Seconded Cllr Brown 
Carried unanimously 
 
Resolved: that authorisation is given to the Mayor and Chair of HR to progress matters ancillary 
from the grievance or associated personnel issues to ensure the smooth running of OTC and 
reports back to Council at the July meeting 
 
 
The meeting closed at 19:45 
 
 
 
 
 


