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DRAFT Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council Planning Committee held on 

Monday 21 June 2021 at 7.00pm 
 
Present: Councillors Aldred, Brown, Geach, Rowland, Tennant, Varley, Ward 
 
Public Forum: there were no comments or questions received  
 
PLA21/25: Election of the Chair of the Planning Committee 
 
Cllr Aldred was nominated as Chair 
Proposed Cllr Tennant Seconded Cllr Rowland  
Carried unanimously 
Resolved: Cllr Aldred was nominated as Chair of the Planning Committee 

CT explained that the Terms of Reference needed to be adopted. He briefly explained that 
the Committee has no development control decision-making powers, which sits with MKC 
as local planning authority, but is able to (1) comment, (2) recommend support or (3) 
object to planning decisions. These objections must be on the basis of planning policies 
contained in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), Plan:MK and a variety of 
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) and the Olney Neighbourhood Plan. 

Cllr Tennant also explained that most of the applications that come through the Committee 
relate to planning applications, works to trees and listed building consent application. 
There are occasional consultations with other authorities where developments may have 
an impact on several areas or are of a strategic scale. 

Resolved: to adopt the terms of reference 
 
 
PLA21/26: Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bethune and from Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) 
 
PLA21/27:  Declarations of interests 
 
Cllr Tennant declared his interest in item PLA21/30 K – Planning application for 96 Weston 
Road on the grounds that his dog was a client of the business. 
 
Cllr Ward later declared an interest in item PLA21/30 Q – Planning application for The 
Picture House as she is related to the owner. 
 
PLA21/28: To receive an update and information on the pre-application submission 
to MKC on the Warrington Road site from Tony Williamson of Angle Property Ltd  
 



   

 

 

Tony Williamson circulated two drawings – A Proposed Phasing Plan and a Proposed 
Masterplan. Mr Williamson explained the differences between these and the Outline 
Planning Permission. The drawings are available as supplementary files to these minutes. 
Site B is a site allocation (Policy ONP12) approved as part of Olney’s Neighbourhood Plan 
and has outline planning approval dating back to 2018 (Ref 17/03335/OUT). The 
Warrington Road site is being developed in phases, some of which are compliant with the 
original outline plans, but some are outside that and require new applications.  
Mr Williamson stated that there was no current intention to apply for residential 
developments on this site, and that all the proposals are non-residential. Angle intend to 
hold formal public consultation during July with a public exhibition, face-to-face meetings, 
online questionnaires and they will be distributing leaflets. 
All parts of the development have electric vehicle charging points. The total area of the plot 
is some 11 acres. 
Using the circulated documents as a reference, Mr Williamson gave an update on what 
has been agreed for this site, what is proposed, and what is under review. 
Plot F  
This will be a Care Home. This has already been approved and is being developed in 
partnership with Kingsley Healthcare – an established care home group. It will provide 
around 66 places and will have car parking set in landscaped grounds. This is an 
approved use in accordance with the ONP and outline planning permission.  
Plots A & B  
Full planning permission has been received for these 10,000 sq ft and 12,500 sq ft 
commercial units and an Olney-based company is taking Plot A, with Plot B being 
earmarked as commercial premises. These are approved uses in accordance with the 
ONP and outline planning permission. 
Plot C  
This area is earmarked for a 21,000 sq ft commercial premises and proposals are being 
discussed with a variety of companies, none of whom have committed yet. The proposed 
use is in accordance with the ONP site allocation, but the outline planning permission 
approved offices in this part of the site. 
Plot D  
Plot D was originally identified as a car showroom and a hotel. However, Mr Williamson 
explained that there had been no interest for either of these uses despite them being 
advertised. Cllr Rowland asked whether Mr Williamson thought the lack of interest in 
building a hotel was due to a depression in the hospitality industry during the pandemic. Mr 
Williamson said he thought not. He also thought that there would be little appetite for a car 
showroom. Cllr Geach requested copies of their marketing strategy and response in terms 
of the Hotel & Car showroom.  
 
There has been alternative interest shown in this Plot. Busy Bees nursery, which can offer 
up to 75 places, has expressed an interest in taking one of the units, and that use is in 
accordance with the ONP and has outline planning consent. Starbucks Coffee has also 
expressed interest in a drive through coffee outlet on the site, which is a use not envisaged 
within the ONP and currently has no planning consent. Concerns about traffic generation 
were raised by councillors.  
Plot E  
Supermarket chain Aldi is in formal pre-application talks with the developer to have a circa 
20,000 sq ft store on this site. There is provision for parking on this site. The proposed 



   

 

 

retail use doesn’t comply with the ONP site allocation or have any approval as part of the 
outline permission but is likely to be part of developer consultations with the people of 
Olney and Olney Town Council.  
Theo Dennison from Meeting Place Communications, acting as advisors to Aldi, explained 
that public consultation will begin in July with a view to a detailed planning application 
being submitted to Milton Keynes Council in August. The developer is looking for 
responses from the Council and the wider public on these variations. It was suggested that 
the Olney Centre main hall would be a good venue for the public exhibitions.  
 
Cllr Geach requested details of when they acquired the site and a history of their 
commercial approaches to/from Aldi & Starbucks.  
In response to a question from Cllr Tennant, Mr Williamson confirmed that there has been 
no interest from any petrol station operators for any of the areas on this site.  
Mr Williamson concluded his presentation by saying he would be happy to come back to 
discuss matters further. 
Cllr Aldred thanked Mr Williamson and Mr Dennison, who was also present at the meeting, 
for their presentation. 
Cllr Geach stated that we would need details of the developer’s traffic management plan 
regarding volume and safety. 
Resolved: Noted 
 
PLA21/29:  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 26 April 2021  
 
Only Cllr Tennant was at the meeting on 26 April and confirmed that the minutes of the 
meeting were accurate. 
Resolved: the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 26 April were received  
 
PLA21/30: Applications for consultation from 21 April – 16 June 2021  
 
The Committee considered the following planning and listed building consent applications: 
 
A. 2-8 Stilebrook Road Olney MK46 5EA Ref 21/01197/DISCON Details submitted 
pursuant of conditions 3 (Road Layout), 4 (Section 38 plan Layout), 7 (Japanese 
Knotweed Report), 8 (Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey) and 11 (Drainage Details) 
attached to planning application 17/03019/FUL.  
Resolved: recommend support 
 
B. 19 Stilebrook Road Olney MK46 5EA Ref: 21/00904/FUL Erection of a two-storey rear 
extension to existing commercial premises to provide additional storage and office 
accommodation.  
Resolved: recommend support 
 
C. 138 Weston Road Olney MK46 5AF Ref 21/00649/FUL Demolition of detached 
garage/storage building and construction of one and a half storey detached 
annexe/garage. 
Resolved: the planning application was refused by Milton Keynes Council on 17 June 
 



   

 

 

D. Land to the Southwest of Warrington Road Olney Details submitted pursuant to the 
discharge of condition 3 (external materials) relating to application 20/03151/REM Ref: 
21/01173/DISCON  
Resolved: as this is part of the Olney Neighbourhood Plan and approved pursuant to an 
outline planning permission and reserved matters planning approval, with this condition 
submission only seeking approval of external materials to be used, it was supported  
 
F&G. 13 Bridge Street Olney MK46 4AB Ref: 21/01447/FUL Two storey rear extension g. 
13 Bridge Street Olney MK46 4AB Ref: 21/01448/LBC Listed building consent for two 
storey rear extension.  
It was noted that an objection had been submitted by neighbouring residents relating to a 
potential error on the plans relating to the positioning and number of windows for this 
development. It was further noted that MK’s Conservation Officer has found the 
development acceptable.  
Resolved: to seek clarification from the Planning Officer about potential errors in plans 
relating to windows 
 
H. 23 Hollow Wood Olney MK46 5LY Ref: 21/01414/FUL Proposed first floor extension 
over existing garage and single storey front porch  
Resolved: recommend support 
 
I. 2 Short Massey Olney MK46 5NS Ref: 21/01525/FUL Erection of two storey and single 
storey rear extension  
Resolved: recommend support 
 
J. 22 Bridge Street Olney MK46 4AB Ref: 21/01356/LBC Replace 5 wooden windows at 
the rear of the property with wooden casement windows painted white.  
Resolved: seek clarification from MK Planning Officer. There is an objection from MK 
Conservation Officer citing black plastic windows, whereas the application is for wooden 
casement windows painted white  
 
K. 96 Weston Road Ref: 21/01336/FUL Timber framed garden room to be used as a dog 
grooming parlour  
Resolved: seek clarification from MKC Planning Officer. Questions from the committee – 
is this an additional building to those already there, what size is it and does the property 
already have permission for commercial buildings?  
 
L. 7 Long Massey Olney MK46 5NR Ref: 21/01734/FUL Two storey rear, first floor side & 
first floor front extensions with garage conversion  
Resolved: seek clarification – given that part of the proposed development is a garage 
conversion, the question is to be asked about whether or not there is sufficient parking 
spaces for two cars to avoid having an impact on local on-street parking pressure  
 
M. 43 Newton Street Olney MK46 4BS Ref: 21/01733/FUL Demolition of existing 
outbuilding and erection of a single storey rear extension and skylights to existing building  
Resolved: recommend support 
 



   

 

 

N. Details submitted pursuant to the discharge of condition 3 (Biodiversity Enhancement 
scheme & Management) attached to planning application 19/01637/FUL. Springcroft 
Warrington Road Olney MK46 4DT Ref: 21/01683/DISCON  
Resolved: recommend support 
 
O. Listed building consent for the like for like rebuilding/re-forming of the chimney stack 
following structural damage 13 High Street Olney MK46 4EB Ref: 21/01687/LBC  
Resolved: recommend support 
 
P. Details submitted pursuant to the discharge of condition 3 (Brickwork sample) attached 
to planning application 21/00767/FUL. 106 High Street Olney MK46 4BE Ref: 
21/01416/DISCON  
Resolved: recommend support 
 
Q. Fitting of new black aluminium SMART Alitherm Heritage windows. The Picture House 
79 High Street Olney MK46 4EF Ref: 21/01358/FUL  
Resolved: recommend support 
 
PLA21/31: Recent decisions Please see attached spreadsheet report  
Resolved: the spreadsheet recorded recent decisions, for the record. They were mostly in 
the affirmative and so, no further review was considered necessary. 
 
PLA21/32: Pre-order Consultation for the diversion of Olney Footpaths 5 and 6 
MK Council has been approached to move a public footpath in Olney from the outskirts of 
a farmyard to a nearby track. This would be safer for both the farmer and members of the 
public and would create a larger, more accessible footpath. The changes are quite minor. 
Resolved: recommend support 
 
The meeting closed at 20.30 
 
 
 
 


