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Minutes of the virtual meeting of Olney Town Council held via MS Teams Monday 

12th April 2021 at 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllrs Stephen Clark, Paul Collins, Desmond Eley, Joanne Eley, Peter Geary, 

Graham Harrison, Malcolm Messenger, Jeremy Rawlings, Chris Tennant. 

In attendance: Andrea Vincent (Town Clerk), Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 
Public Forum: There was 1 public statement. 
 
A local resident pointed out their disappointment in that Olney Town Council are 
considering accessing the Public Arts Fund available via S106 monies. The resident 
pointed out that it would be morally irresponsible for OTC to contemplate this in the current 
economic crisis.  
 
OTC21/36: Apologies for absence 

No apologies for absence were received.  

 

OTC21/37: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

Cllr Rawlings stated an interest in Item OTC21/42 as he is a Trustee on the Ann Hopkins 

Smith Committee   

Cllr Geary declared an interest in Item OTC21/46 as he knows one of the bidders for the 

tender. Cllr Geary temporarily left the meeting. He did not take part in the discussion or the 

vote.  

 
OTC21/38: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 1st March 2021 
Resolved: to agree the minutes of the meeting from 1st March 2021 as a true and correct 

record once changes are made in the Finance Committee report within item OTC21/35 

which should state ‘in the recent edition of the Phonebox magazine’ (instead of ‘Mercury 

Report’) and ‘a columnist in the Phonebox’ (instead of the ‘Mercury Report’) 

 

OTC21/39: To receive information regarding the new CAB (Citizens Advice Bureau) 

Advice Service offer 

A proposal for the renewal of the annual contract for the Citizens Advice Service in Olney 

has been received. The annual cost is £5850 for a weekly CAB service. 
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Previously OTC have agreed and paid for a fortnightly service which has always worked 

effectively. The current agreement expires in April. The budget for this item for 21/22 has 

been predicated at the rate paid for in 20/21 (with a slight increase taken into account) and 

is therefore not fully budgeted for. 

Resolved: a budgetary amount has been allocated and Olney Town Council do not wish 

to seek an interruption in service for residents from the CAB service. Subject to seeking 

clarification on revised service level and an amendment in costings, Olney Town Council 

support the service in principle. This item will be revisited in the next OTC meeting. 

 

OTC21/40: To receive a report about the Allotment field from interested residents. 

Resolved: this item and the comprehensive information received to go to the Recs and 

Services Committee next meeting for review and then recommendations to full council for 

resolution.  

 

OTC21/41: To agree to review the MKC new Councillor Code of Conduct when it 

becomes available and to consider it is adopted in place of the current OTC 

Councillor Code of conduct. 

Resolved: to adopt the MKC new Councillor Code of Conduct (which was presented to 

OTC on March 1st full council meeting pending adoption from MKC) as this has now been 

adopted by MKC, and all agreed for it to be in place for OTC for 1st May 2021. 

 

OTC21/42: Request to use the fields on the Recreation ground for a scaled down 

Riverfest. 

Resolved: the event is approved to go ahead subject to permission from the landlords; 

Ann Hopkins Smith (next meeting 12th May), and subject to the Covid situation and 

restrictions at the time of the planned event. OTC to report back at the next full council 

meeting on outcome from landlord/s.  

 

OTC21/43: To agree to hold the May OTC meeting on 17th May rather than the 10th 

when the guidance on meeting groups indoors will have changed. 
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Resolved: to hold the annual meeting of the council on Monday 24th May (if this is legally 

possible) if this is not possible then the meeting will be held on Monday 17th May 2021. 

 

OTC21/44: To consider redesignating sub committees as advisory groups for up to 

a six-month period from May 2021, to enable them to be held online. 

Resolved: to designate the Committees of Olney Town Council to be advisory groups up 

until the Annual meeting date of 24th May. At the Annual Meeting, the new Council will 

decide how OTC will continue with Committee meetings.  

 

OTC21/45: To consider a quote for the re painting of the Library area in the Olney 

Centre. 

Resolved: approved 

 

OTC21/46: To agree the appointment of a Quantity Surveyor to review developer 

plans. 

Noted that Cllr Geary did not take part in this item and abstained from the vote. 

Resolved: approved based on the quote received and acknowledging the monies to pay 

for this will come out of sec 106 funds as stated by Cllr Tennant 

 

OTC21/47: To review the proposal for purchase of land at Dinglederry and consider 

if an independent valuation is required. 

Resolved: item deferred to a future council meeting, the office to get a Red book 

evaluation. 

 

OTC21/48: To receive the Town Clerks report 

Resolved: Noted 

 

OTC21/49: To receive an expenditure report  

Resolved: Noted 
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OTC21/50: To receive reports from Chairs of Committees and Councillors who 

represent OTC at external meetings 

 

HR Report – Cllr J Eley 

A meeting was held between Olney Town Council, representatives of MK Cabinet 

subgroup (who are leading the economic recovery plan), plus 2 representatives from 

Olney’s local shop keeper’s forum.  

The meeting discussed the plan for the use of the government restart grants available now 

as the high streets are reopening again. Purdah restricts communication currently, but 

OTC has been asked to advertise this emerging initiative.  

The Olney shop keepers are a forum of over 50 members. The new restart grant monies 

from central government have been added to by MKC to make available additional local 

grant monies for independent retailers and a further pot of money for those businesses 

who have had nothing so far as they fell outside of the original criteria. The application 

forms are available on MKC website.  

MKC City wide are offering pavement licensing with a light touch – the license fees are 

being waived and applications are being turned around within 7 days or less.  

The aim of the grant funds is to improve the footfall and the support is now available.  

OTC and the Olney shop keeper’s forum will set up a meeting to work up ideas with the 

aim to produce a proposal to submit to MKC for a grant to support a chosen unique restart 

project. It was felt that a marketing discursive article would be of great value to the traders. 

A local working group will need to be set up to get the article written and a business grant 

funding proposal submitted.  

Furthermore, MK offered to work together with OTC and the shopkeepers to formulate the 

best possible proposal and the opportunity to involve MK colleagues from across 

departments should we need their help.  

Central government has made £2.5-£3M available of which £200,000.00 is allocated to MK 

and their major high streets this is available for 6-9 months.  
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OTC21/51: To consider exclusion of Public and Press Representatives pursuant to 

the Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 on the basis that publicity 

would be prejudicial to the public interest by the confidential nature of the business 

to be contracted. 

Resolved: agreed 

 

OTC21/52: To discuss a change in working hours for a team member. 

Resolved: To make the Deputy Clerk Post full time for 6 months - to be reviewed together 
with workloads at that time. 
 
Also discussed was returning to opening the office to the public. 
 
Resolved: That HR and the office will work towards opening Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday 9:30am to 2:30pm. The office will be closed to the public on Wednesdays. Staff 
will work both in the office and from home for the long-term. Individual working from home 
has been agreed by full Council and will be recorded in 1:1 notes. 
Opening in this way will be gradual working in line with the Government road map. 
 

 

Cllr Rawlings closed the meeting at 8.40pm. 

 

 


