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Minutes of the virtual meeting of Olney Town Council held via MS Teams Monday 1st 

February 2021 at 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllrs Stephen Clark, Paul Collins, Desmond Eley, Joanne Eley, Peter Geary, 

Graham Harrison, Jeremy Rawlings, Colin Rodden, Chris Tennant. 

In attendance: Andrea Vincent (Town Clerk), Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) 

Public Forum: There were 2 public statements/questions. 
 
21st January 2021 
A letter from the Cherry Fair Co-ordinator requested use of the Glebe Field from the 
evening of the 24th to 28th June 2021 for the Cherry Fair (date of 26th June 2021). 
 
Resolved: delegated to OTC Clerk and Deputy to notify those involved that the Glebe field 
is approved for use for The Cherry Fair.  
 
25th January 2021 
A resident wrote in requesting that OTC consider adopting an Olney Town Plan to 
compliment the Olney Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
Resolved: to be discussed at the next Olney Development Group (next meeting 
scheduled Monday 26th April) as an agenda item for discussion and to provide 
recommendations.  
 
OTC21/13: Apologies for absence 

No apologies for absence were received.  

 

OTC21/14: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

Cllr Collins declared an interest in item OTC21/18 being the Chairman of Trustees of the 

Cowper and Newton Museum which is one of the parties in the consortium that is working 

on the Heritage Signs project.  

Cllr Rawlings declared an interest in item OTC21/22 and Napier Parking discussions as he 

works closely with them on several IT contracts in his professional job. 

 

OTC21/15: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4th January 2021 

Resolved: to agree the minutes of Full Council Meeting on 4th January 2021 as a true and 

correct record. 
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OTC21/16: To review the MKC new Councillor Code of Conduct and to consider a 

revision of the current OTC Councillor Code of Conduct 

Resolved: to revisit this agenda item once the new Code of Conduct has been scrutinised 

by MKC and proposals made. Immediate action is to contact the Monitoring Officer at MKC 

to obtain the final, revised Code of Conduct.  

 

OTC21/17: To agree the budget for 2021/22 and the precept 

Cllr Collins explained that the budget setting processes this year has been the same as 

20/21, in that an initial budget was formulated by the Town Clerk and Chairman of Finance 

Committee followed by input from Chairpersons of the Committees and then a final review 

and proposal prior to approval at this meeting.  

The report highlighted that Olney Town Council is still recovering from poor financial 

management in previous years. There are no significant reserves to fall back on, but 

progress has been made over the last 2 years. The level of general reserve is still below 

that deemed appropriate for a local authority of Olney Town Councils size. Several guiding 

principals were observed in setting the budget: 

- To avoid setting a deficit budget 

- Continue to rebuild on the general reserve 

- Ensure and obtain value for money for the precept payers 

- Maintain level of services wherever possible (within limits of the current national 

restrictions) 

The budget assumes no increase in fees or services provided (other than for the transfer 

of Exclusive Rights of Burial). 

Market Income – although market activity should rise as restrictions are lifted this takes 

place against the backdrop of long-term decline. 

The Olney Centre income should be helped by a pre-school rent review. The level of room 

hire income is difficult to predict.  

Open Space income should be relatively stable.  

Administration expenditure – provision has been made for anticipated legal costs, IT 

support and a community newsletter.  

Cemetery costs reflect cost of maintenance.  
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Market expense reflects the increase in rate costs which have previously been paid by 

Milton Keynes Council.  

The Olney Centre has made full provision for care-taking costs.  

There has been a number of reallocation of costs to new headings for Open Space 

expenditure, overall, it is foreseen that costs will be maintained. A reduced spend has 

been assumed on signage going forward.  

The other Community Fund reflects the decision that was made to allocate £5K p/a to the 

Amazing Grace 250 anniversary, for celebrations that will take place in 2022/23. This is to 

encourage local community groups to come forward with small scale projects as part of 

those celebrations.  

There is a provision for election costs.  

Staff costs reflect costs for staff training, HR retainer and training for incoming councillors.  

 

The overall result is the recommendation that the precept is set at £285,000.00 for 21/22 

which on a tax base of 2580 households equates to £110.47 per Band D household. An 

uplift of £9.58 p/a.  

 

The schedule of Charges 21/22 was viewed for approval. The only change from 20/21 to 

21/22 being the additional cost in Cemetery income the charge for Transfer of Exclusive 

Right of Burial, which was agreed at an OTC meeting previously at £150 per transfer. 

The library rent will increase in accordance with the contract. The pre-school renewal of 

contract is in progress.  

 

Resolved: to approve the 2021/22 budget and to approve the precept demand for 2021/22 

to £285,000.00 based on the number of households provided to us from MKC. 

The Schedule of Charges 21/22 was also approved.  

 

OTC21/18: To consider the proposal to allocate grant funds to the heritage signs 

project of £3000  

Cllr Rodden explained that a consortium of groups from Olney have put this proposal 

together originally discussed at the January OTC meeting (a statement presented in the 
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public forum). They believe it would add value to Olney in terms of the rich history it holds. 

All Councillors are fully supportive of the proposal.  

Resolved: that the Heritage Signs Project co-ordinators will apply for funding through the 

Olney Town Council grant system. 

 

OTC21/19: To agree to publish documents previously suppressed by the Council 

from publication 

Specific documents that were discussed under confidential items in previous meetings 

have never been made public. Subsequent information received has indicated that many 

of these documents could be made public. 

Resolved: Cllr Peter Geary proposed that the Town Clerk look through the previous 5 

years’ worth of documents that have been confidential and if it is deemed appropriate 

these documents will be made public. A closed session of Councillors may be needed to 

determine which documents can be made public, followed by a public session to resolve 

which documents will be released. Chair of HR, Cllr J Eley seconded the proposal. 

Approved. 

 

OTC21/20: To receive the Town Clerks report 

Resolved: Noted 

 

OTC21/21: To receive a report on the costs of the heating repair to the Olney Centre 

to date 

Resolved: Noted 

 

OTC21/22: To receive an expenditure report  

Monthly costs for Napier were discussed and questioned whether they were value for 

money.  

Action: The Town Clerk to contact Napier to discuss contract terms and conditions.  

Resolved: Report noted.  
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OTC21/23: To receive reports from Chairs of Committees and Councillors who 

represent OTC at external meetings 

Cllr J Eley explained that a Teams meeting had taken place with Olney shop keepers 

regarding a letter the Town Clerk distributed on 21st December 2020. In the letter, it was 

explained that a grant had been awarded for ‘Opening up the High Street’ in which traders 

can claim for PPE from Olney Town Council. The money is to support the measures taken 

to support staff and customers in making shopping as safe as possible for all. The shop 

keepers will be putting in claims to Olney Town Council and understand fully what they can 

claim for.  

 

Cllr C Tennant updated all on the monthly liaison meeting (organised between MKC and 

the developer/s) between Bovis Homes, Taylor Wimpey, MKC Planning, MK Ward 

members, Olney Town Council and 2 local residents. There are a few highway related 

points to be picked up in terms of construction deliveries and the recent problems with 

traffic lights on Yardley Road which were reported to the developer who are resolving the 

problems.  

There are 2 planning applications that have been submitted for temporary haul roads and 

construction traffic access points. Further discussion and engagement are required with 

residents with regards to the access points. Cllr Geary pointed out that a public meeting is 

due to be held via a Teams meeting which residents can attend. Details will be published 

on OTC website when received. He added that there have been issues with construction 

taking place out of working hours on site, this is being addressed. 

A new website has been set up with to assist in the communication of the above.  

Action: The link will be published on OTC website, so residents have a single point of 

contact if any issues arise.  

On 5th February, an onsite wheel washing machine was installed. 

Temporary measures have now been put in place following the water drainage incident 

recently. This is being closely monitored. The next meeting is at the end of February and 

participation from residents is welcomed.  
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Cllr Rodden spoke about the Olney Heritage Trail. He explained that Louissa Izod, a public 

Art Officer from Milton Keynes Council, is involved in the project. Louissa has offered to 

come along to the next OTC meeting and discuss public art in more detail and how to 

access some of the S106 money for funding this project. All Councillors welcomed this 

idea, and it was agreed that the office would make contact and invite Louissa to the March 

1st, 2021 OTC meeting. Cllr Rodden will provide contact details.  

Resolved: Noted 

 

Cllr Clark noted that recently an article about wild swimming at the Rec had been 

publicised via an external link on The Olney Noticeboard. Cllr Clark contacted 

administration for the Facebook page and asked for the post to be removed, which it was 

immediately. The writer of the original article from Bedfordshire Live was also contacted. 

The many problems that were created last year on the back of publicity of the ‘swimming 

steps’ were explained to Bedfordshire Live, and the post was deleted from the publication. 

 

 

 

Cllr Rawlings closed the meeting stating that the next full council meeting will take place 

on Monday 1st March 2021 at 19.00hrs.  


