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Signed: Cllr J Rawlings, 1st February 2021 

Minutes of the virtual meeting of Olney Town Council held via MS Teams Monday 4th 

January 2021 at 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllrs Jeremy Rawlings, Stephen Clark, Paul Collins, Desmond Eley, Joanne 

Eley, Peter Geary, Graham Harrison, Colin Rodden, Chris Tennant. 

In attendance: Andrea Vincent (Town Clerk), Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) 

Public Forum: There were 2 public statements/questions. 
 
1) 29/12/2020 Amazing Olney Heritage Trail 
 
Jointly the Olney Archaeology Society, Cowper & Newton Museum, Olney Circular Walk 
and Olney & District History Society put together details of a project to make Olney’s 
history and heritage more accessible and available to the Olney community. 
 
The proposal is to have interpretation boards or town heritage panels at key locations. The 
trail will guide you around Olney, highlighting the town’s heritage and open spaces with 
fascinating facts about people, places, and the environment, and would be accompanied 
by a downloadable map/trail. 
 
Around £15,000 will be needed to cover the costs of the graphic work, the making of 6 – 8 
high quality and long-lasting interpretation panels and their installation. Additional funding 
is needed to make this project a reality. This is a project which can be achieved to the 
benefit of residents, visitors, and businesses if all work together. Olney Town Council were 
asked to support.   
 
Action: Amazing Olney Heritage Trail Information to be put onto OTC’s website.  
Item to go to February’s Full Council meeting as an agenda item.  
 
 
2)  30/12/2020 

 
Dear Mr Mayor, 
I would like to ask again why your Council has not met their obligations under the Local 
Government Transparency Code. There is a requirement to publish on a quarterly basis, 
details of all tenders and contracts exceeding £5000 and all items of expenditure 
exceeding £500. 
I should like to be identified as the author of this request. My understanding is that NALC 
guidance states that members of the public speaking at meetings should be named in the 
minutes. 
Finally, I would welcome details of your response to the ICO ruling IC-52639-C8L9 as 
referenced in the January Phonebox Mercury report as I don't see it on the agenda for the 
January meeting. 
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OTC’s response: 
1) Obligations under the Local Government Transparency Code. 
Tenders and Contracts and expenditure exceeding £500 are published quarterly. A 
contract was awarded in December for Heating works at The Olney Centre. This will be 
published on the website in due course. 
Expenditure exceeding £500 is also put up on the website. Due to the confinements of 
working remotely this has been delayed and will be completed as soon as possible.  
2) NALC guidance and advice from other councils has been sought. It has been concluded 
that guidance states there is no requirement to publish names within the public 
participation section of Council minutes. Olney Town Council believe that this is the correct 
way to carry out business and to comply with GDPR regulations.  
3) Olney Town Council believe that a response in full has been sent to the ICO. The 
information on the ICO’s website is not complete and will be followed up with additional 
emails to conclude the ruling.  
 
 
OTC21/01: Apologies for absence 

No apologies for absence were received.  

 

OTC21/02: Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

Cllr D Eley declared an interest in Item 6 as one of the quotes has been submitted from a 

friend.  

Cllr Harrison declared an interest in Item 4 as his wife has an allotment plot.  

 

OTC21/03: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2020 

Item 12 Cllr J Eley requested wording changed in the End of Year HR report to read ‘litter-

clean up’. 

Item 7 Cllr Rodden requested his comments regarding the appearance of The Olney 

Centre, after the heating repair works have concluded, be noted. 

Resolved: to agree the minutes of Full Council Meeting on 7th December 2020 as a true 

and correct record once outlined changes are made. 

 

OTC21/04: To consider the proposal to create a Community Orchard in the 

Allotment field on the strip of land between the allotment fence and the row of Oak 

trees. 
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A comprehensive presentation had been put forward by the Allotment Association outlining 

details. The use of a small parcel of council land is required and is requested for a 

Community Orchard. Cllr Tennant explained that theoretically the use of the land would not 

be prejudiced by this proposal.  

Resolved: that the use of the council owned land is approved to create a Community 

Orchard. 

 

OTC21/05: To agree a date for the Annual Town Meeting 

Resolved: to hold the date of the Annual Town Meeting on Friday 16th April @ 19.00hrs.  

 

OTC21/06: To agree a tender for the emergency repair of three walls 

Resolved: to accept tender B. Noted that Cllr D Eley abstained from the vote. 

 

OTC21/07: To review the ERoB process and agree a procedure for the return of 

plots 

Resolved: to put a procedure in place whereby if anyone wishes to relinquish their ERoB 

they will be refunded 80% of the purchase price upon completion of a Deed of Surrender 

form.  

 

OTC21/08: To consider the Town Council Strategic Plan 

Resolved: to be adopted in principle with an annual review in place. To be published on 

the noticeboard and website.  

 

OTC21/09: To review the statement of expenditure and the third quarter outcome. 

Action: Cllr Collins requested an item under legal fees code be changed to the HR Support 

code and an error relating to the salary journal be corrected.  

Cllr Collins requested a report containing all costs relating to the heating insurance claim in 

The Olney Centre be listed for February’s full council meeting.  

The 3rd quarter outcome will be discussed at the Finance Committee meeting on January 

11th, 2021.  
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Resolved: the statement of expenditure was noted. 

 

OTC21/10: To agree the 2021 schedule of meetings 

Resolved: all in agreement with the proposed schedule.  

 

OTC21/11: To receive the Town Clerks report 

Resolved: report noted. 

 

OTC21/12: To receive reports from Chairs of Committees and Councillors who 

represent OTC at external meetings 

 

Cllr D Eley – A recent Zoom meeting between Olney Town Council, Olney Town Colts 

Football Club & Caveman Conditioning discussed electricity supplies to the Nursery pitch 

floodlights and electricity bills.  

 

Cllr Tennant – Development Group update. 

There was an open invitation to Development members and Planning Committee 

members 10th December where Angle Properties gave a presentation of their emerging 

proposals on the site off Warrington Road a few Councillors and the Town Clerk attended. 

 

Cllr Geary – Development at Aspreys and flooding 

A stakeholder group has been set up comprising of MKC, Bovis/Taylor Wimpey, Olney 

Town Council (Cllr Tennant, Andrea Vincent) and local residents. All met on Monday 4th 

January 2021 to discuss the flooding amongst other issues. The developer has put in 

temporary solutions in the form of alleviation ponds. 

Ward Councillors’ Geary, McLean and Hosking have met with the Technical Director from 

Bovis Homes to discuss the recent flooding. The developers will now be putting into place 

a number of measures to prevent further flooding.  

 

Cllr Geary – Proposed Community Centre at the Aspreys site 
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Action: Cllr Geary suggested Olney Town Council investigate contracting a Quantity 

Surveyor to look at costs regarding the Community Centre build at Aspreys. To prevent 

delay to the build this should be looked into as soon as possible. The cost of a Quantity 

Surveyor will be deducted out of the S106 monies for this project. 

 

Cllr Rawlings closed the meeting stating that the next full council meeting will take place 

on Monday 1st February 2021 at 19.00hrs.  


