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Minutes of the virtual meeting of Olney Town Council held via MS Teams Monday 7th 

December 2020 at 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllrs Jeremy Rawlings, Stephen Clark, Paul Collins, Desmond Eley, Joanne 

Eley, Peter Geary, Graham Harrison, Colin Rodden, Chris Tennant. 

In attendance: Andrea Vincent (Town Clerk), Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 
Public Forum: There were 6 public statements/questions. 
 

1) 14th October 2020 
Cllr Rawlings explained that this question had been missed from the November 
OTC meeting. He apologised for the error.  
 
Most people in the town are aware of the Neighbourhood Plan which is concerned 
with the use of land. 
However, recent events and the continuing Covid 19 crisis have only amplified the 
need for a new and coherent Town Plan which should have wider objectives. 
I attach copy of a letter which calls for such a Town Plan and would be grateful if it 
could be tabled at the forthcoming Town Council meeting in November. 
 
Resolved: Cllr Rawlings explained that this question will be covered later in the 
meeting at agenda item 9 
 

2) 30th November 2020 
In the last 8-10 weeks there has been a marked increase in the number of rubbish 
and recycling bags deposited on the High Street as early as Thursday evening or 
Friday morning. Further bags are put out on Saturdays and Sundays. This is totally 
unacceptable. It will attract vermin and encourage other residents to do the same. It 
is possible to remind residents and businesses in this area that it is recommended 
to pit refuse out no earlier than 5pm the day before. 
 
On another point and about the issue of speeding along the High Street that was 
mentioned in your last meeting and reported in the Phonebox magazine. This issue 
is not isolated to Sunday morning; anytime when the road is clear, cars accelerate 
noisily at speed along the High Street in the evening, at night and early in the 
mornings. Some sort of traffic calming would be most welcome.   
 
Resolved: Cllr Rawlings stated that it is illegal to put out rubbish prior to 5pm the 
night before collection is due. Cllr Geary requested that this be reported by Olney 
Town Council to MKC (in addition to the reporting that has already been put through 
to the MKC portal).  
 

3)  2nd December 2020 
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Usage of the Allotment field, land to the east of Olney allotments, Near Town, Olney 
 
I understand that OTC are considering a change of use to the Near Town Allotment 
Field for it to be used a football training pitches.  
 
A proposal is in the process of being submitted by the Olney Allotment Association 
to create an Orchard to the western side of the field and it our hope that the rest of 
this field will be kept as meadowland. This proposal is subject to MK approval. 
 
Please see below my justification for keeping this site as a wild meadow and not 
changing its use to additional sport/training pitches:  

 
1. Reducing Olney’s Carbon Emissions  
 

• The current management of the allotment field is the most significant change that 
Olney has made with respect to reducing our carbon footprint following the 
declaration of a climate emergency by the town.  

• The town is set to grow in population in the future and so carbon emission will also 
increase.  

• Managing this site as a sports facility reduces the capacity of the soil to function as 
an effective carbon sink. (Please see Appendix A for more detail) – therefore by 
minimising the intensity of the management of this field and keeping is as a 
meadow, we can significantly reduce our towns carbon emissions.  

• If left as a wildflower meadow, it will also mean much less effort is required of our 
groundmen in terms of cutting and maintenance.  
 
2. Supporting local wildlife 

 

• A combination of wildflower meadow, orchard and allotments will serve to 
strengthen the ecosystem, as this will increase pollinators, small insects, and small 
mammals. This in turn will increase the food available for animals such as barn owls 
and kestrels.  

• Under its current management as a wild meadow, the Allotment Field supports over 
78 different species of flowering plants and grasses.  

• There are many more species that have been identified in the fields to the south 
and east that could easily be spread into this area with time and management. 
(Please see Appendix B for more detail)  
 
3. Education of our younger generations and wider community: 
 

• By leaving this site as a wildflower meadow, we can educate our community and 
young people by:  

▪ Connecting this field directly to OTCs Climate Emergency response and using it as 
celebrated example of how towns like ours can make a difference to our 
environment.  
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▪ Get our town’s children involved by gathering seeds from other local wildlife 
reserves and propagating plug plants to increase diversity as well as carry out 
ongoing seasonal monitoring of new species via bug count events. 

▪ Link in with Forest school education programmes 
▪ Utilise the Olney Allotment Community cabin for all of the above, given its prime 

location to the Allotment Filed  
 

A final statement:  
 

Over time, with careful management, I believe this site could become an extremely 
tranquil and attractive feature of the town that is easily accessible to all. 

 
The situation with Covid has brought into focus the value of nature on our doorstep 
and the significant benefits to both our physical and mental health that being out in 
nature brings. I know from personal experience from walking in this field every day 
with my daughter during lockdown, alongside countless other Olney residents, that 
we all have benefitted hugely from the re-wilding of this lovely field.  

 
I feel very confident that this request will be fully supported by a huge number of 
allotment holders, local residents, dog walkers, and children alike who have seen 
this field as such a blessing. My ask is that you explore other more viable 
alternatives to using this site as sports pitches that will have limited use, and 
instead keep this area as a beautiful, eco-friendly wildflower meadow and nature 
sanctuary that can be enjoyed by everyone, in all weathers, at any time of year. 
 

4) 2nd December  
 

In response to the anonymous letter submitted as part of the Olney Town Council 
Meeting Public forum please find our submission for this purpose on Monday 7th 
December virtual meeting. The lock on the toilet was damaged recently and I 
sincerely hope that this event was not the work of the person who quoted the 
Allotment toilets at the previous meeting. 
In response to the general use of the Allotment toilets Public Forum Nov 2020. 

 
Clarification 
 
The Eco Toilet situated at Near Town Allotments was erected with monies from 
National Lottery Funding and awarded directly to the Olney Allotment Holders 
Association, and not to the Olney Town Council. 
 
The Olney Allotment Holders committee has over the years with the help and 
fabulous support of association members, managed to raise extensive funds to not 
only improve the allotment environment generally but to provide a more friendly and 
inclusive community spirit, which has benefitted so many allotment holders and their 
families. 
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A proportion of the annual association membership privilege includes the use of the 
toilet which is managed and maintained solely by the Association. This privilege is in 
line with all other clubs and associations in the town. 

 
To change the management of this facility to council control may set a precedent for all 
other clubs in the town. 

 
5) 2nd December  

 
Would the Council please confirm that any land that the Council is proposing to release 
to a Community Land Trust would be gifted i.e. without charge and without any 
proposed element of retained Council ownership.  
 

Would the Council please explain why they feel that Council representation would be 
required on a Community Land Trust given that such a trust’s activities are legally 
defined.  
 
This item will be covered later in the agenda 
 
6) 3rd December 

 
Regarding the plots of land recently identified by MK Council as belonging to the town 
of Olney. 
Would it be possible for OTC to consider having a map drawn up of the town identifying 
all the plots of land owned by Olney and overseen by OTC. 
It could then be displayed on the wall in the Olney Centre as a reference for research 
and reference for the people of Olney as there is a great deal of interest in it. 
I am happy for my name to be read out in connection with this letter and if that isn't 
possible then for it to be recorded by Mercury for their publication if they so wish. 

 
This item will be covered later in the agenda 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies for absence. 
 

2. Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

Cllr D Eley declared an interest in Item 6 as one of the quotes has been submitted 

from a friend.  

Cllr Rawling declared interests in item 5 being a Governor of Olney Infant Academy 

and at item 10 whereby a client of his appeared on the expenditure costs. 

Cllrs Rodden and Tennant declared an interest in item 5 both married to Governors 

of Olney Infant Academy. 
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3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2020 

Resolved: approved as true representation of the meeting. Proposed by Cllr Clark, 

seconded by Cllr Rawlings, all in agreement. 

 

4. To consider urgent planning applications as follows: 

Cllr Clark introduced the first planning application and Cllr Tennant presented the 

remainder due to their relevance to Olney Development Group (as opposed to the 

Planning Committee). 

a) 20/02238/FUL (in response to serious concerns expressed by a 

neighbouring resident) 

Cllr Clark explained this concerns an extension in Stone Pit Close.  

Cllr Tennant commented on the parking pressure in the cul-de-sac due to the 

proposed application.  

Resolved: It was proposed that OTC submit a letter bringing the parking issue to 

the attention of the Planning Officer/s asking them to ensure there isn't a breach of 

the MKC parking standards policy. Proximity of boundary of the wall to the kerb line 

is also to be highlighted. If either is not compliant with policy, OTC will object to the 

planning application. Cllr Geary proposed, Cllr Clark seconded all in agreement. 

 

b) 20/03018/REM (land south west of Warrington Road) 

c) 20/03019/DISCON (land south west of Warrington Road) 

d) 20/0305/NMA (land south west of Warrington Road) 

The above 3 planning applications submitted by Angle properties. Outline planning 

permission (dating back to 2017) for a range of uses including offices, storage 

distribution, car show room, hotel, children’s nursery, and care home. 

Discussion questions about sewerage, drainage, and infrastructure. Anglian Water 

manage the former and the Development Group can ask the applicant in future 

meetings about the infrastructure. 

 

e) 20/03042/DISCON (land off Yardley Road/Aspreys) 



         OLNEY TOWN COUNCIL 

       

 

 

6 

Signed: Cllr Rawlings, 4th January 2021 

f) 20/03043/DISCON (land off Yardley Road/Aspreys) 

Discussion about the temporary construction compound (first application), there had 

been objections, so they now proposed is two separate compounds one for each 

contractor. 

The second application is about street lighting strategy proposed.  

Resolved: To take the five applications together. Cllr Tennant proposed OTC 

confirm the view, expressed at the recent liaison meeting with Taylor 

Wimpey/Bovis, that OTC would object to any use of the farmers track for 

construction access due to the impact of residential amenity of neighbours adjacent 

to the development site and they should consider the proposed alternative 

temporary arrangement to service their site compound joint construction. Cllr Clark 

seconded the proposal.   

 

5. To note complaints from residents of Spinney Hill Road about inconsiderate 

parking during drop off and pick-up times at Olney Infant Academy 

Residents’ complaints have been received following verbal abuse from parents 

whilst dropping off children concerning parking issues. Cllr Rawlings has bought this 

item to the agenda.  

Resolution: OTC to engage with PCSOs to seek their assistance and to encourage 

neighbours concerned to raise complaints with the police. Additionally, Cllr 

Rawlings will raise at the next school governing body meeting of Olney Infant 

Academy in January 2021. 

 

6. To agree a tender for the emergency repair of three walls 

 

Resolved: Cllr Eley suggested that we defer until January 2021 to gather quotes in 

a concise way. All in agreement.  

 

7. To agree a tender for the extensive heating repair for the Olney Centre 
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Cllr Rodden highlighted the need to make The Olney Centre look as presentable as 

possible to be a reputable wedding venue once the heating repairs have been 

completed.  

Resolved: Cllr Rawling proposed to accept Quote C. Cllr Collins seconded the 

proposal. No objections were raised.  

 

8. To review proposed Covid Marshall plan for Olney High Street 

Cllr Rawlings explained that OTC have received a Covid marshal funding award to 

the value of £7500 from MK Council to support compliance with measures such as 

social distancing or wearing a face covering to control the spread of COVID. OTC 

can deliver the initiative/s in line with government guidelines.  

Cllr J Eley raised concerns over using OTC staff as Covid Marshalls and wondered 

whether it would be better to make provision for High Street users of hand sanitiser 

and masks only. Other Councillors expressed similar concerns about using, already 

time constrained, staff.  

Resolved: To discuss with local voluntary groups such as Olney Covid Support 

Group and The NP & Olney Lions with a view to allocating resources in their 

direction to assist. 

 

9. To review the draft Town Council Strategic Plan 

Resolved: Deferred item. To have as a discussion item on January 2021 agenda 

with a proposal to adopt. 

 

10. To review the statement of expenditure 
 
Resolved: After clarification on a few expenditure items the statement of 
expenditure was approved. 
 
 

11. To receive the Town Clerks report 

Resolved: Cllr Collins proposed to close the Recreation Grounds toilets at 

lunchtime. Cllr Messenger seconded the proposal all agreed. The remainder of the 

report was noted. 
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12. To receive reports from Chairs of Committees and Councillors who represent 

OTC at external meetings 

 

Community Land Trust, Cllr D Eley 

The strongest resident response to the housing needs survey conducted for the 

Neighbourhood Plan was for the provision of low-cost accommodation for the Olney 

young. It seems a common misconception that affordable housing is low-cost rental. 

The UK definition of affordable housing is social rented, affordable rented and 

intermediate housing i.e., shared ownership or rent to buy.  

Olney Town Council are investigating the possibility of facilitating a Community Land 

Trust to provide low-cost rental accommodation reserved strictly for Olney young with 

the land retained in Olney Town Council ownership and protected from the rights to buy 

legislation. Administered and run by Olney residents for Olney residents as members of 

the Community Land Trust.  

This may not be popular with landowners, developers and their supports who appear to 

view to provision of low-cost housing as a threat.  

Olney Town Council are investigating at this stage only. Olney Town Council will 

consider committing parish funds or assets only if it has been confirmed as a viable 

option by full council, with a proper plan and a viable community land trust group of 

residents in place, with approval of most Olney residents.  

 

Allotment Field, Cllr D Eley 

With regards to the allotment field there has not been a council resolution to change 

the use to wild meadow. We have been happy to adopt the field as wild meadow whilst 

there has been no other request for use. It was resolved for good governance that the 

future plans for the allotment field is to be discussed at a Development Group meeting 

for a more global Olney view.  

OTC manage Barn Field and already know that maintaining field is not an inexpensive 

option. OTC are forced to employ a contractor to carry out work. The material removed 
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is not suitable for cattle and is sold for fuel. This cost together with loss of potential 

pitch rental is financial significant.  

It should be noted that the map in the Neighbourhood Plan indicates this as part of the 

Rec and that the majority of OTC land is already dedicated to wild pastures and 

grassland i.e., Goosey and Barnfield. 

The pitch area planned to be maintained in the short term is a fraction of the total area 

of the field and it is possible to have part pitches, part orchard and part wild pasture. 

The area has been tested and is very rich in nutrients.  

Once OTC allow the land to be uncut for a season or two the grass will take a lot of 

work and cost to recover to make suitable for pitches. It is important to make sure the 

right plan is established for medium to long term. All above considerations will be 

considered through the Development Committee and Recs & Services Committee. 

 

MKALC, Cllr Rawlings  

Cllr Emily Darlington presented at the meeting (Cabinet member for Public Realm) who 

now Chairs the Parishes Advisory Group (partnership between MKC & the Parish and 

Town Council sector). At the meeting various representatives were appointed to 

various bodies. Also agreed the level of subscriptions for the next financial year to be 

£0.  

 

End of year HR report, Cllr J Eley 

Cllr J Eley updated all on staff. She pointed out that all services have continued to be 

delivered throughout the year carrying on as normal throughout lockdowns. The Head 

Groundsmen contributing greatly to the litter clean-up we faced down at the Recreation 

Grounds in the summer.   

Emails into the office are at a record high. Social Media comment and interest in the 

working of OTC is being avidly followed with enthusiasm in town.  

The Social Media and Press comment regarding the lack of a response to a FOI 

request is, in fact, a misrepresentation to the situation. The office has replied and 

complied. The ICO have been consulted and are aware of the situation and the matter 

is now closed.  
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The staff are continuing with their professional development. The Town Clerk has 

commenced CILCA and will attend ERoB in the NY and the Deputy has commenced 

ILCA. All staff are Covid Champions. The Ground staff training requirements and 

updating are all in hand via regular 1:1s. Landscaping additional help is not required at 

this time of year. The contractor cleaning the publics toilets is going well. The Rec 

toilets have suffered 3 episodes of mindless vandalism. The toilets will now close early.  

The Grounds team will be using an app in the new year to track jobs and communicate 

jobs, so all are completed in a timely manner.  

Cllr J Eley thanked all staff for being fantastic during the pandemic for supporting the 

town and Councillors. Cllr Rawlings thanked all the staff for their hard work too.  

 

Finance Committee, Cllr Collins 

The budget for 2021/22 is now the focus. The latest setback is the considerable 

expense at The Olney Centre due to the heating system needing to be replaced.  

Emphasis for next year is to consider to what extent we should consider increasing the 

precept. Bearing in mind the current situation and residents suffering financially in 

current pandemic.  

Cllr Collins explained that OTC envisage a period of public consultation in relation to 

the budget. It’ll be down to ascertaining whether our residents are prepared to pay 

more for any improvement on our level and scope of services they may wish to see.  

 

C&N Museum, Cllr Collins 

Delighted to have taken part in the Queens Award for Voluntary Services via an online 

presentation which the Mayor also attended. 

  

  Olney Rugby Football Club, Cllr Rawlings 

  Cllr Rawlings attended Olney Rugby Football Clubs Queens Award for Voluntary   

Services. Cllr Rawlings noted that 15 organisations in Milton Keynes received awards 

and two of those are in Olney. 

 

 Development Group, Cllr Tennant 
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 Cllr Tennant and the Town Clerk recently attended a presentation by Milton Keynes 

Officers on the proposed MK2050 strategy. Consultation earlier this year had been 

taken into account. Infrastructure was a theme e.g., public transport investment. Cllr 

Tennant has circulated the report to councillors and will be interested to see how the 

paper is taken forward in the proposed review.  

Olney has been identified as being a proposed recipient of the proposed light rapid 

transit system, also the promotion of Olney as recreation destination and safeguarding 

the important green landscape around the town.  

Neighbourhood Plan – work is progressing around the town on a number of  

development sites. Cllrs are representative on a number of steering groups regularly 

meeting developers to ensure that the residents’ points are being considered. A monthly 

steering group which consists of Ward Councillors, OTC Councillors and 2 residents 

(from January 2021) that will meet with Bovis/Taylor Wimpey to talk about the 

development site at Aspreys. 

 

Cllr Rawlings closed the meeting stating that the next council meeting would take place 

on Monday 4th January 2021 at 19.00hrs.  


