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Notes of the meeting of Olney Recreation Ground Joint Users 

Group held on Thursday 20 April 2017 at 7.30 pm 

in the Olney Centre 

 

Present:   

Cllr Joe Stacey (Chairman) Olney Town Council 

Cllr Deirdre Bethune Olney Town Council & Runners Club 

Cllr Deirdre Bethune Runners Club 

Cllr Colin Rodden Olney Town Council 

Ron Bull Fishing Club 

Karena Scowen Netball Club 

Elaine Herniman Allotment Association 

Liz Brewster Allotment Association 

Paul Tough Football Club  

Ian Mason Colts F.C. 

Kay Gibbs Tennis Club 

Paul James Rugby Club 

Cllr Kevin Viney Olney Town Council 

Chris Tennant Colts FC and Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

Cllr Steve Clark Olney Town Council 

Cllr Sally Pezaro Olney Town Council & The Olney Group 

In attendance:  

Liam Costello Olney Town Council 

 

1. Apologies 

Cllr Tony Evans  Olney Town Council 

Cllr Jeremy Rawlings Olney Town Council 

Cllr Rosemary Osbourne  Olney Town Council 

Cllr John Smail Olney Town Council & Bowls Club 

Iain Keeping  Olney Cricket Club 

 

2. Update from member organisations and town council 

 Deirdre Bethune gave a report on behalf of the runners.  

The club is growing very successfully. They have held 4 “Couch to 5K” initiatives, 

introducing lots of new people into running. 5 groups of different speeds and 

abilities. Successful junior club that meets on Thursdays. They use the Rec, the 

town, countryside, and a track at Stantonbury. 



 

Neighbourhood Plan Development Group – 24 April 2017 Page 4557 

 

 Ron Bull gave a report on behalf of the fishing club.  

Club activities are as usual. Struggle for members like all river based fishing 

clubs. Finances in good order. They were planning to spend funds on installing 

platforms, but the quote was £25K plus vat, so they are now constructing their 

own.  

 Karena Scowen gave a report on behalf of the netball club. 

2 senior and 6 junior teams. Inundated with requests for membership and operate 

a waiting list. Don’t have enough coaches or facilities. Just purchased kit for the 

whole club with sponsorship. Use Ousedale on Mondays. If they had more courts, 

they could accommodate more children. Matches played on Tuesday and 

weekends. Successful in obtaining grants from MKC under the Wider Use Grant 

scheme worth about £900 per year.  

 Elaine Herniman gave a report on behalf of the allotment association.  

Now have 3 community plots. Olney Middle School and Infant Academy have 

plots on there. Raised beds are popular with people who cannot cope with 

bending down. Applied to National Lottery for funds for the composting toilet. 

Expect decision in next 6 weeks. Wide age range from toddlers to octogenarians.  

 Paul Tough gave a report on behalf of the football club.  

Run 3 sides; 2 on Saturdays and vets on Sundays. Very successful season. 1st 

team finished 4th in Div One and reached semi-final of Knockout Cup, and have a 

final to play on 1st May. Reserves should finish 4th. Narrowly beaten in the final of 

the Berks and Bucks Cup. Introduced portable floodlights enabling training to take 

place on Charity field. This has saved £5K-£6K in fees at Stantonbury. Adding 

extra portable lights next season. Main Football pitch in much better condition as it 

is not being trained on. Thanks to groundstaff team for the improvements in the 

pitch. Approval in principal from the FA for £120K funding to upgrade the 

changing rooms. Will now proceed to submit planning application to extend the 

building to the side where the container is. Received funding from ward councillor 

for picnic tables and wish to put patio on area between the footpath and the track.  

 Ian Mason gave a report on behalf of the Colts. 

Very successful season, expecting to be up to 36 teams for next season, ranging 

from U4’s through to adult teams. Heavily involved in restructuring of MK leagues. 

Also, involved with Bucks, Oxfordshire, Middx and Herts FA’s in creating a 

development plan for youth football. Teams also now taking part in Northants and 

Bedfordshire leagues. Up to U14 girls play in mixed teams, 2 exclusive girls 

teams. 2 or 3 teams play at Emberton. 

 Kay Gibbs gave a report on behalf of Tennis Club.  
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Similar challenges to others. Lots of younger children attend camps, but some 

drift off to other activities by the time they are teenagers. Maintaining membership 

numbers. Good coach, dynamic and well organised. 10 teams this summer; 9 in 

MK league; 1 in Bucks. Resurfaced 3 courts and pavilion. Official opening 21 

April.  

 Paul James gave a report on behalf of the rugby club.  

3 seniors plus 1 colts team play every week. First team finished 3rd, second team 

finished 1st, colts reached last 8 of National Colts Cup. Minis and Juniors up to 

440 members. Very lucky to have the space to accommodate them. Other local 

clubs struggling, especially senior mens. Difficulty finding fixtures each week for 

third team. RFU have changed their approach youth rugby, no longer play 

leagues until U15. Stopped all tournaments and competitions for minis, still play a 

few but there are no winners. Struggling for ladies and girls’ teams. Ladies team 

had a tough season, and don’t have enough players for the girl’s team. Mixed 

rugby ends at 12 yrs and there is then a gap until they can join adult team at 18 

yrs. They are trying to recruit more girls. Changing rooms in need of 

refurbishment. Pitches have been very good this year.  

 

3. Neighbourhood Plan Developments 

Joe Stacey gave an update on progress with the Neighbourhood Plan. The Report 

from the Independent Examiner has been received today for fact-checking. The 

final report should be published by the end of next week.  

The town council has put together a Development Group to implement projects 

arising from the Neighbourhood Plan. He drew the group’s attention particularly to 

policy ONP15 – Open Spaces, and policy ONP18 - Developer Contributions. 

ONP15 seeks to protect, enhance and provide additional open spaces, 

community facilities and sports and recreation facilities. We need to have roughly 

costed schemes in place before MKC conclude their negotiations with the 

applicants of the 250-house development. This is the opportunity for clubs and 

community groups to come forward with their wish lists.  

Some of the items that the town council have suggested include: 

 All-weather pitch 

 Redway from Austen Avenue through to Allotments 

 Fitness trail / all-weather truck, possibly in conjunction with an all-weather pitch 

Paul Tough reported that the FA has identified Olney as a suitable location for 

fast-track funding towards a 4G pitch. The FA’s vision is that all clubs at Step 5 

will play on 4G pitches. Cost for a 4G pitch at East St would be in the order of 

£630K, but Olney would only have to find about £20K.  
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Additionally, Pete Winkelman’s plans for the MK Dons training pitches at 

Sherrington would envisage Olney Town FC and Newport Pagnell FC being given 

priority.  

Deirdre Bethune made the point that any all-weather track / pitch would need 

changing facilities and car parking.  

Chris Tennant explained the changes to the way that developer contributions are 

handled. Key opportunity to liaise with MKC and identify key projects that we need 

to have in train to pool funds. For key projects, such as 4G pitch, need to prepare 

feasibility studies so that we can draw down funds.  

Need for a sports / community facility strategy for the town, drawing together all 

community groups wishes, including local schools, to develop a community sports 

facility.   

Town Council to pull together wish list of clubs into a document, circulate to all 

clubs / schools for comment, and present to MKC planners / developers.  

Steve Clark said it was about time that S106 came to Olney, and this was a 

golden opportunity.  

Without prejudice to individual projects being promoted by clubs, the town council 

should promote a project on the edge of town development, looking at a 4G pitch 

with all running track, changing room and lighting.  

Other suggestions made for consideration were swimming pool, play area, and 

skatepark.  

Discussions should take place with Providence Land and MKC.  

 

4. Open forum on issues at Recreation Ground 

 Paul Tough raised the question about whether the Fair should continue on the 

Nursery Field. The fair is dwindling in attendance and given the investment in 

improvements to the pitch, he questioned whether it should continue. Numbers 

attending and condition of pitch afterwards should be monitored.  

 Collin Rodden asked if dog fouling and litter were still a problem. Paul Tough 

and Paul James reported that dog fouling is still a big issue on the charity 

Field.   

 Skatepark – Trying to identify the most suitable location for the skatepark, 

Allotment Field one location being considered.  

 Sally Pezaro raised the condition of the public toilets. Improvements to these 

should be included in development plans. 

 


