
 

 
Annual Town Meeting 18 May 2017   

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting 

held on Thursday 18 May 2017 at 7:00 pm 

at the Olney Centre 

 

Present: Councillors Jeremy Rawlings (Mayor), and 38 members of the public.  

In attendance:  Liam Costello (Town Clerk) 

 

1. Chairman’s report 

Cllr Rawlings gave a report on behalf of the council for the past year, in particular 

the following matters: 

 Developing the Neighbourhood Plan, which Joe Stacey will give a report on 

later.  

 Bathing Steps have been repaired and used during Riverfest.  

 Oakman Inns, newcomers to the town, have received planning approval to 

redevelop Westlands as a pub restaurant.  

 At the same time Charles Wells have received approval to redevelop The Bull 

as a hotel / pub restaurant 

 At Barnfield OTC were approached by Bucks County Council. There are many 

unique wildflowers there and they wanted to designate the site as a Local 

Wildlife Site. OTC considered the implications before approving its 

designation.  

 Continue to support Citizens Advice Bureau, promoting the service through 

Facebook, helping local residents with issues such as housing and benefits.   

 Continue to support the Olney Library support and establishment of Friends of 

the Library in Olney (FOLIO), including providing financial support for a 

Library officer post.  

 Italian Market held twice successfully, complements the Farmers Market and 

Thursday Market. Looking at providing power bollards.  

 Thanks all the staff that the Town Clerk manages. Deputy Clerk is leaving and 

will be looking for a replacement.  

 

2. Thames Valley Police report 

No representative from TVP in attendance.  

 

3. Chairmen of the Town Council’s Planning, Finance, Recreation & Services, 

Olney Centre Management, and Neighbourhood Planning Committees will 

report on their committees’ activities of the past year.  
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 Planning 

Steve Clark gave a report on behalf of the planning committee 

The committee meets monthly and looks at all applications. The committee 

has raised concerns about a number of applications for housing on 

employment land. Two notable applications that both received council support 

were the Oakman Inns application for Westlands, and the other was Charles 

Wells’s application for The Bull Inn, both of which have been approved by 

MKC.  

 Finance 

Deirdre Bethune gave a report on behalf of the committee 

The purpose of the committee is to ensure that there is good financial 

management of the council’s finances, including the Olney Centre, the 

services overseen by the Recs and Services committee, and the MKC 

landscaping services which are finance by a grant from MKC. Negotiating 

future arrangements. Responsible for risk assessing all new activities and 

audit responsibilities. Prepare and recommend budget. Precept this years is 

£185K, a 3.9 % increase, which equates to a Band D payment of £73.50. Try 

to keep it low but want sufficient funds to ensure the town looks good. 

Committee meets regularly to review finances. Last year of loan for the Olney 

Centre. Biggest asset is our staff, excellent ground staff, office team and 

Olney Centre staff. Grants are available for community groups.   

 

 Olney Centre 

Deirdre Bethune gave a report on behalf of the committee. 

Lucky to have such a building for the town. Open as community centre for 25 

years and still going strong. Bookings are holding up. 3rd year of managing on 

our own since taking over from MKC.  

Leak in pre-school, so are considering removing chimney. Floor in main hall 

replaced due to problems with floor buckling. New windows fitted in main hall. 

Replacement dishwasher donated to the centre. Replaced crockery and table 

in council chamber. Thanked staff.  

 

 Dickens  

Deirdre Bethune gave a report on behalf of the committee.  

Another successful year for the event, which continues to attract lots of people 

to the event through word of mouth and social media. Planning for this years 

in progress. Issues around road closures so looking at solutions.  
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 Recs and Services 

Tony Evans usually reports but is away on holiday, so Jeremy Rawlings gave 
a brief report.  

The committee oversees the management of all the open spaces, including 

MKC land. The budget from MKC is reducing. Purchased new mower which 

should produce long term savings.  

Question raised about the cutting of the grass along Driftway.  

 

 Neighbourhood Plan 

Joe Stacey gave a report about the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  

 His report would cover three stages; History, current situation, and what next.  

This time last year, just finishing the pre-submission consultation last year. 

Strategic Env Assessment requirement from Historic England. This delayed 

things by 4 months. The plan proposes 300 homes across two sites. 30% will 

be affordable homes. 25% of affordable homes will be subject to a local 

connections policy. Also, sites for employment uses, retail and health and 

community facilities. All schools have capacity for the planned growth. Plan 

been through independent examination. Good report from examiner on plan, 

“Well structured and thought through plan”. Date set for referendum on 6th 

July. Want a good turnout for the poll. It will fix development to 2031. If 

approved, Development Ctte established to maximise S106 benefit to the 

town and develop projects. Outline Planning application in for Site D/E 

includes substantial open spaces. Neighbourhood Plan has significant weight 

in the determination of the plan.  

What happens if the plan does not pass the referendum? Developers will 

have the opportunity to submit applications for far more houses.  

Question asked about the number of houses proposed in the plan? Public 

were consulted on both the number of and location for the houses. Public 

supported the proposed approach.  

Given the scale of housing in Newport Pagnell, does Olney need any 

additional houses? MKC were asked this question, and the answer was that 

Olney still needed to take additional houses.  

Question asked about the steering group membership? Resident felt that 

there has been poor publicity. Concerned about proposals for 10,000 homes 

east of M1. Significant effect on infrastructure. Why hasn’t this council been 

pressing for infrastructure, such as railway line? The additional houses are 

proposed under Plan:MK, comments should be submitted to MKC by 09 June.  



 

 
Annual Town Meeting 18 May 2017   

Neighbourhood Plan proposes the safeguarding of two routes for the bypass.  

OTC needs to do more to press for infrastructure improvements such as 

bypass and railway.  

The town needs more parking to deal with the growth of the town.  

Question asked if the plan could be revised to produce a better plan? 

Question asked if affordable housing would be held for local people in 

perpetuity.   

Whilst some aspects of the plan may not be palatable to some, the 

government has an agenda for more housing.  

Public meeting to be arranged before the referendum vote.  

 

4. Brief reports from the following charities and organisations in the town: 

 Ann Hopkins Smith Charity 

Jeremy Rawlings reported that the charity had carried out a lot of 

improvements over the last year, and that their finances were in good order. 

 Olney Feoffee Charity  

In his absence, John Smail submitted a report that there were no transactions 

over the past year.      

 Olney British School Charity  

The school charity were looking for trustees over the last year and were put in 

touch with the MK Community Foundation   

 Cowper and Newton Museum  

Paul Collins gave the following report: 

The year under review was a season in three parts. We opened 

experimentally in February and this was a great success over Shrove 

Tuesday and winter half term. The middle part of the season to early summer 

was disappointing possibly due to the fact that the weather was not conducive 

to days out. In contrast the year finished strongly with a successful quiz night, 

a record breaking Dickens day, and a heavily supported “Spooky History” 

walk. 

Overall admissions income was up by 9% which was gratifying given the high 

levels of growth in the previous two years. Whilst our costs rose, these 

increases were expected and budgeted for. The surplus on the Museum 

Account was £14,562 which included a private donation of £5,000. 

The main expenditure on the premises was the replacement of the fire alarm 

system and a redecoration of the Olney room. 
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We again ran a full programme of events building on the lessons learned from 

earlier market research. There was therefore a heavier bias towards Child 

friendly events which encouraged parents and grandparents to visit. This 

consisted of a variety of themed children’s trails and guided walks which 

appealed to all ages. Our Georgian Tea party day was used to launch our 

fledgling Georgian Dance Group which is now busily expanding its repertoire. 

Cowper’s bedroom was again used for temporary exhibitions. 

In addition to our mainstream events, we participated in the MK50 exhibition 

in Milton Keynes shopping centre. 

Thanks to our costuming group our visitors can fully become part of the house 

by “going Georgian”. We again increased the number of external 

presentations to groups such as WI, Inner Wheel, Probus, and Historical 

Societies. 

Group and School visits are increasingly important and this year saw our first 

visit by an overseas school from France. We are now able to deal with larger 

group visits utilising our enthusiastic team of costumed room guides. 

Our gardening team continued to show the garden at its best throughout the 

seasons and have also now introduced a specific garden leaflet for 

horticultural enthusiasts. Their professionalism is recognised by continued 

inclusion in the National Garden Scheme. 

Our catering team adds to the enjoyment of the gardens and the visitor 

experience through a series of increasingly popular fortnightly coffee 

mornings in the courtyard as well as catering for pre-booked groups.  

The museum creates a multitude of minor projects in and around the building 

and our handyman volunteers have risen to the challenge. 

A great deal of effort was put into increasing external awareness through 

leaflet distribution, updating of our website, and increasing use of social 

media. 

Additionally new Town signage now proclaims Olney as “The Home of 

Amazing Grace”. 

The museum is periodically assessed by the Arts Council to ensure that it 

continues to operate at the required standard to retain its accredited status. 

Our re-accreditation review is currently underway. 

The Museum and its Collections.  

Collections Management and Environmental Monitoring continued to be 

carried out to a very high standard. Additionally, our own internal conservation 

budget allied to external funding enabled a number of Books and Paintings to 

be conserved during the year. The highlight of our Collections year was the 

obtaining on long term loan of a collection of 21 of John Newton’s letters. 
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The Poor Law project is now well advanced with the bulk of the books having 

been conserved, digitally transcribed and indexed. This represents a huge 

effort by our Poor Law team, one of whom committed over 625 hours to this 

project in a year. Booklets summarising the Poor Law project are now on sale 

in the shop. 

The Shop and Three Hares Gallery. 

The Three Hares Gallery continues to be popular with exhibitors and visitors 

alike with bookings already taken for 2018! Shop income and contribution 

were again down slightly. This may be due to the fact that groups tend not to 

have time to visit the shop. Improvements to the look of the shop are 

underway and more themed merchandise is to be introduced. 

Trustees and Staffing. 

During the year Helen Dilley, decided to step down as a Trustee having made 

a tremendous contribution to the Governance and Collections Management of 

the Museum over many years. Coral Bex has also indicated her intention to 

stand down at our forthcoming AGM again after a number of years’ service. 

We wish them both well for the future. 

Geoff Swindells agreed to join the Board of Trustees bringing with him a wide 

experience of the heritage sector from which we are already benefitting. 

Our House Manager Paula Noble together with her assistant Tracey Wheeler 

have continued to function as an effective team to organise and motivate our 

volunteers and to provide an essential support for both day to day operation 

and special events. Thanks are again due to Sharon Farr who continues to 

provide excellent service behind the scenes as our cleaner. 

Friends, Volunteers, and Supporting Organisations. 

The museum’s Friends group is located across the UK and we are most 

grateful for their continued support. Locally based Friends play an important 

and indispensable role in fundraising and facilitation of events. 

We continue to attract Ousedale students as volunteers at the Museum as 

part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award qualification and many of them remain 

as volunteers once their DOE project has been completed. We also offer work 

experience to people who are between jobs or looking to broaden their CV. 

The continued existence of the Museum, and the quality of the visitor 

experience depends on the effort and enthusiasm of our Friends and 

Volunteers for which we are most grateful. 

We can never have too many volunteers and I would encourage those who 

have time to spare to consider joining us. We require a wide range of skills 

and you will have the opportunity to volunteer your skills and acquire new 

ones whilst enjoying the company of likeminded people. 
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Thanks are also due to a number of organisations and individuals who have 

provided either financial support or given freely of their talents over the past 

year. In particular we acknowledge support from Olney Town Council, Milton 

Keynes Council, Olney Masonic Club, Cheek to Cheek Dance Club, Newport 

Pagnell and Olney Lions, Milton Keynes Rotary Club, Friends of Cowper & 

Newton Museum, BP plc, The Leathersellers Livery, William Delafield Trust, 

and the Cowper and Newton Society.  

Finances. 

The 2017 Museum Fund surplus was £14,562 offset by a loss of £9,949 on 

the Improvement and Restoration Fund. The need to grow our visitor numbers 

remains.  

Going Forward. 

We will shortly be submitting an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund to 

make further improvements to the Museum. We will also be participating in 

Royal Holloway Colleges Citizenship Project which will raise the profile of the 

Museum as will our presence at this summer’s MK history festival in Campbell 

Park.  

 The Olney Group (TOG)  

Roger Mann gave a report on behalf of TOG. First year of renamed Riverfest, 

Fireworks and Santa’s Grotto at Dickens.  

 

5. Open Forum 

 Comment made about condition of path between Children’s play area and 

all-weather court 

 What is happening regards the skatepark. OTC working with MKC on 

assessing sites.  

 


