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Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council 

Held on Monday 08 January 2018 at 7.30 pm 

at The Olney Centre 

 

Present: Jeremy Rawlings, Paul Collins, Tony Evans, Peter Geary,  

Rosemary Osbourne MBE, Sally Pezaro, Colin Rodden, Chris Tennant, Kevin Viney. 

In attendance: Liam Costello (Town Clerk), 9 members of the public. 

 

Public Forum: 

 Hilary and Ralph Terry address the council regarding the re-submitted planning 

application 17/03391/FUL 

“We are speaking concerning the re-submitted Planning Application for four 4-bed 

houses, each with detached double garages behind numbers 63 & 65 Moore’s 

Hill.  

It would appear that the main difference is an alleged wider access to the site.  

We don’t know of any residents in Moore’s Hill who think this application should 

be approved.  We held a residents’ meeting last week, and 5 Moore’s Hill 

households were represented, plus one from Dinglederry and 3 from Maybush 

Walk, with several apologies from others who also feel very strongly that this 

application should be turned down.  

Moore’s Hill is a sub-standard single width road of between 3.75 and 3.85m, and 

vehicles have to drive on the pavement to pass.  They have to be parked on the 

pavement to allow others to pass.  The situation is further aggravated enormously 

by the proximity to Olney Middle School, when Moore’s Hill becomes a car park 

and you can hardly get a small car between the rows of parked cars. 

Both driving on, and parking on, the pavement is dangerous to pedestrians.   It is 

often the case that pedestrians with children in push chairs have to walk in the 

road because of the parking.  Building 4 extra houses will further aggravate the 

traffic problems in this road. 

The application is misleading and inaccurate. He is now proposing to demolish 

part of No. 63, without giving any details. (I suspect he is removing the downstairs 

toilet).  We call into question the extra width he alleges for the proposed site 

access.  In addition, the boundary with Maybush Walk properties is actually 

incorrectly drawn on his application.   

Access is also, hampered by a hedge which gives a difficult, if not blind, exit, not 

to mention the fact that traffic going in would be head on to traffic going out. 
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The applicant claims that he has considered parking. In reality, he is reducing 

parking for 63 and removing it completely for 65. 

Furthermore, the proposed development would be totally out-of-character with the 

houses in Moore’s Hill, thus fundamentally altering the character and nature of 

Moore’s Hill, a historic development long known for its old houses and spacious 

gardens.  

This application is ill-advised, ill-conceived, dangerous and unsuitable. 

Unfortunately we are away next week and cannot attend next Mondays Planning 

Committee when this application will be considered. We have therefore produced 

a written submission along with photographs for members of the Planning 

Committee. 

We thank you for supporting us in our objections to the previous application, and 

we again very much hope that this application will be turned down.  We are asking 

you, as our Town Council and our local representatives, to: 

a) call the application to committee consideration, and 

b) vigorously support us by recommending that this application be refused.” 

 Sue Warren addressed the council regarding Oakdown Crescent. She asked if 

Cllr Geary had received the email she had sent? She reiterated the point made at 

the previous meeting, that had the parking permit consultation just included 

Oakdown Crescent it would have received the required 70% support. Work vans 

are now parking in the area. 

Ward councillors have recently been seen in the area. Residents spoke to them 

and they didn’t seem interested. Cllr Hosking promised to give feedback on the 

meeting, but to date nothing has been received. She suggested that some of the 

new councillors might like to help residents, and offered to bring them up to 

speed.   

The Town Clerk then reported that MKC have informed the town council that they 

will not be making any grants under the Community Parking Fund this financial 

year.  

Sue Warren asked who she could contact at MKC to complain to, and was 

advised to write to the Chief Executive who would cascade her letter to the 

appropriate person.  

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Deirdre Bethune, John Boardman, Stephen Clark, 

Desmond Eley, Joanne Eley, Heléna Newbold 
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2. Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

Cllr Pezaro declared a personal interest in items 5a and 5b as a member of The 

Olney Group 

Cllr Collins declared a personal interest in item 8 as a trustee of the Cowper 

Memorial Museum charity 

 

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 04 December 2017 

Cllr Tennant reported that his name had been misspelt on page 4676 

Cllr Collins request a change to item 15 2nd bullet point, to clarify that the 

accreditation was ‘likened to an Ofsted’ 

RESOLVED: Subject to the above changes, the minutes were approved 

 

4. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18 December 2017 

Item not considered 

 

5. Events 

a. Request to use Recreation Ground for Riverfest 2018 on Sun 01 July 2018  

RESOLVED: To approve the request 

b. Request to use Recreation Ground for a charity music event on the 

evening of Sat 30 June to raise funds for Retinitis Pigmentosa research 

RESOLVED: To approve the request 

c. Request to use Recreation Ground for The Olney 5km Stagger Race on 

12th May 2018 to raise funds for the NSPCC 

RESOLVED: To approve the request 

 

6. Proposed 3.5t weight limit Silver Street Olney 

The council considered correspondence from MKC seeking views on a proposal 

to introduce a 3.5T weight limit on Silver End to address a problem of lorries 

mounting the pavement outside no 4 East St. In addition to the weight limit, the 

proposal is to install bollards outside 4 East St.  

RESOLVED: to feedback the following comments 

 The council supports the installation of the bollards outside 4 East St.  

 Concerns that the weight limit may lead to unintended consequences 

elsewhere as lorries seek alternative routes  
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 Would like businesses to be consulted on the proposals to assess the impact 

of the weight limit 

 

7. Planning App 17/00939/OUT - Community Hall 

Planning app 17/00939/OUT was considered at the MKC Development Control 

Committee on 14 December 2017 and deferred to allow negotiation to be had in 

respect of the S106 contributions and the provision of the Community Centre, 

specifically in respect of the size of the proposed centre, the money to be made 

available and the triggers for its development. 

The council received an update on the meetings held with ward councillors on 03 

Jan, and the meeting at MKC on 04 Jan with MKC officers, ward councillors, and 

the applicant to discuss the community hall and S106 contributions.  

The applicant was proposing a community hall of 100m2, with total floorspace of 

150m2, and changing rooms.   

RESOLVED: That the council approves in principal the proposed size and 

specification of the community hall, subject to the final detailed proposal.  

 

8. 250th anniversary of William Cowper and Mrs Unwin moving 

The council considered a request from the Cowper Memorial Museum charity 

for a grant towards the cost of hospitality for the event.  

RESOLVED: To approve a grant of £275 towards the hospitality costs 

 

9. Mobility Strategy for Milton Keynes 2018-2036 (LTP4) 

RESOLVED:  Item referred to the planning committee on 15 January 

 

10. Terms of reference for the Neighbourhood Plan Development Committee 

and voting rights 

RESOLVED: To approve the terms of reference, and note that co-opted members 

will not have voting rights.  
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11. To receive minutes of committees that have met since the last council 

meeting: 

a. Planning - 11 December  

Due to a number of apologies for the planning committee meeting on 15 January, 

the mayor asked for an alternative member to join the committee for next week’s 

meeting.    

RESOLVED:  

 to note the minutes 

 Cllr Rosemary Osbourne to attend the committee on 15 January as an 

alternative.  

 

12. List of outstanding actions 

 Market Electrics works has been postponed until March. 

 New field gate ordered for the Weston Road Goosey entrance incorporating a 

pedestrian gate 

 Pancake lady to be installed by the groundstaff team prior to the race.  

 Goosey bridge weight loading report expected by end of month 

 Meeting with Environment Agency scheduled for 15 Jan to discuss rubbish 

and unauthorised structure.  

RESOLVED: To note the report 

 

13. To approve Exclusive Rights of Burial and Memorials 

Cllr Peter Geary declared a personal interest in this item.  

RESOLVED: To approve the above exclusive rights of burial and memorials. 

 

14. To receive reports from Representatives to Outside Bodies 

 Cllr Rodden reported on a recent FOLIO activity. Recent event involving a 

wordsmith performing Dickens. Always could do with more volunteers.  

 Cllr Geary reported on recent NE Area Forum meeting. Main topic discussed 

was Plan:MK. 
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15. To approve the schedule of payments 

Date Name Memo/Description  Amount  

Unity Trust - Current A/C   

01/12/2017 MKC Rates NNDR - Market Place toilets 97.00   

01/12/2017 MKC Rates NNDR - Cemetery 33.00   

01/12/2017 MKC Consultancy and job evaluation 1,860.00   

01/12/2017 SLCC Cilca registration 250.00   

01/12/2017 Katara Ltd Quickbooks subscription 30.00   

01/12/2017 MKC Rates NNDR - Library 233.00   

03/12/2017 First Responders First Aid First Aid cover 375.00   

04/12/2017 Paul Riches Skips Ltd Dickens skip 406.00   

04/12/2017 Eric Dilks Organ entertainer 200.00   

04/12/2017 Ernie Thomas organ entertainer 100.00   

04/12/2017 Olney Brass Band brass band entertainment 200.00   

04/12/2017 Diamond Theatre School theatre entertainment 100.00   

05/12/2017 Neill Elliott Dickens PA 173.25   

06/12/2017 Buildbase Civils & Lintels Line marker and shingle 78.88   

06/12/2017 Acorn Plants 276.90   

06/12/2017 Total Gas & Power Electricity Olney Centre 90.43   

06/12/2017 Total Gas & Power Electricity cemetery 15.32   

06/12/2017 Total Gas & Power Electricity - Rec Gnd 109.45   

06/12/2017 C T Wilson & Son Various items 153.59   

06/12/2017 Cowper & Newton Museum 1 Dickens entertainment 150.00   

06/12/2017 The Great Gappo Dickens entertainer 300.00   

06/12/2017 Mr B S Grantham Dickens entertainer 295.00   

06/12/2017 NS-UK Promotions Dickens Marshalling 1,147.50   

06/12/2017 Dave Boddy Electrical Christmas lights to High Street 2,180.40   

06/12/2017 JRB Enterprise Ltd (Mutts Buts) Dog waste bags 298.80   

06/12/2017 Coverguard Services Call out charges 84.00   

08/12/2017 Wards of Olney Caretaker cover and window cleaning 1,669.00   

08/12/2017 Carlton House Club Dickens hospitality 96.10   

08/12/2017 Napier Parking Ltd Car parking management 220.02   

12/12/2017 Dickens Stall Holders Christmas stall rent refund 24.00   

13/12/2017 Coverguard Services Call out charges 294.00   

13/12/2017 Martin Ward Dickens - Farmers market 100.00   

13/12/2017 Kevin Smith Supply and fit letterbox 84.00   

13/12/2017 Buildbase Civils & Lintels Misc items 8.10   

13/12/2017 SA Welding Ltd Pancake lady sculpture 2,160.00   

13/12/2017 Unity Trust Bounced cheque fee Harry Brown 6.00   

15/12/2017 Jeremy Rawlings Mayors allowance 300.00   

15/12/2017 Buildbase Civils & Lintels Rock salt and shingle 92.98   

15/12/2017 Butler Fuels Diesel fuel 937.76   

15/12/2017 Haines Watts Internal audit fee 408.00   

15/12/2017 The Stone Barn Hedge trimming Rec Gnd 762.24   

19/12/2017 Liam Costello Expenses 232.05   
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20/12/2017 John Nicholls Tree work Rec Car Park 600.00   

21/12/2017 Total Gas & Power Electricity Olney Centre 354.48   

21/12/2017 Total Gas & Power Electricity Rec Gnd 186.49   

21/12/2017 HMRC PAYE PAYE Mth 9 2,539.28   

21/12/2017 Prudential AVC AVC contribution 500.00   

21/12/2017 Salaries Salary mth 9 9,345.14   

21/12/2017 Bucks LGPS LGPS Mth 9 2,120.34   

21/12/2017 Viking Stationery 100.61   

21/12/2017 Bucks & MK Assoc of Local Councils Reference book 17.99   

21/12/2017 Mark Harrod Play equipment repairs 242.40   

21/12/2017 Door-Wise Ltd Olney Centre door repairs 192.00   

21/12/2017 Total Gas & Power Electricity cemetery 16.26   

21/12/2017 Total Gas & Power Electricity Market Place 33.93   

21/12/2017 M. B. C. gravel board 25.25   

21/12/2017 Dave Boddy Electrical Xmas lights and Cherry Picker hire 659.04   

22/12/2017 Anglian Water - Cemetery Water charges - Cemetery 10.00   

22/12/2017 Anglian Water - Allotments Water charges - Allotments 181.00   

22/12/2017 Anglian Water - Toilets Water charges - Market toilets 85.50   

22/12/2017 Anglian Water - The Olney Centre Water charges - Olney Centre 86.00   

22/12/2017 Anglian Water - Rec Gnd Water charges - Recreation Ground 10.50   

22/12/2017 ESPO  Energy Gas - Olney Centre 158.25   

27/12/2017 Yell TOC Wedding Venue - Yell.com 30.24   

29/12/2017 Adept Telecom Telephone and broadband 58.14   

31/12/2017 Unity Trust Bank fees 53.40   

Total for Unity Trust - Current A/C  £   34,238.01   

Unity Trust - Corporate Card   

04/12/2017  Finance Charge 3.00   

05/12/2017 Fasthosts Internet Ltd Council email accounts 5.75   

08/12/2017 Mark Harrod Play equipment repairs 242.40   

09/12/2017 Fasthosts Internet Ltd Exchange 2013 account 6.59   

11/12/2017 One Stop Shop Office supplies 2.28   

13/12/2017 Staples Replacement shredder 324.89   

18/12/2017 One Stop Shop Office supplies 0.89   

18/12/2017 Land Registry Land registry search 6.00   

19/12/2017 Courtyard Brasserie Staff meal 33.30   

22/12/2017 Kaspersky Kaspersky 3 device 1 year license 13.50   

Total for Unity Trust - Corporate Card  £        638.60   

TOTAL   £   34,876.61   

RESOLVED: to approve the schedule of payments 
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16. Members Matters 

 Cllr Evans raised concerns about the flooding on Yardley Road caused by a 

blocked culvert. The matter has been reported to MKC but not been dealt with. 

Town Clerk to forward reference number to ward councillors.  

 Cllr Viney reported that evidence is being collected for the public right of way 

claim on the Goosey.  

 Cllr Rodden reported flooding on High St outside Brocks garage. He was 

informed that the matter is being dealt with by Anglian Water. 

 Cllr Rodden also raised concerns about the depression in the road opposite 

Natwest. Cllr Geary reported that MKC have agreed to repair this.  

 Cllr Rodden requested cycle parking outside One-Stop. Request to be made to 

MKC 

 Cllr Osbourne reported faded yellow lines by on Weston Road by the junction 

of Chantry Lane 

 Cllr Viney asked if there was an update from MKC inspecting the zebra 

crossing by One-Stop. MKC will be carrying out a traffic safety audit on the 

crossing and including on an action plan.  

 Cllr Evans reported a depression in the road on the pancake race route. Cllr 

Geary agreed to meet on site to look at problem and arrange repairs.  

 Cllr Geary reported that MKC have a new Deputy Monitoring Officer in post. 

MKC are offering to arrange training in code of conduct. He takes a different 

view on how interests should be declared.  

 Cllr Geary reported that the MKC budget is out for consultation. Number of 

issues highlighted.  

o 6% rise in council tax being talked about 

o £500k being removed from resurfacing budget 

o Grit bins will no longer be filled.  

o Cuts to graffiti removal service.  

o Reduction in pothole repair service. Cut budget by 15%. Removing 28 day 

timescale for 50mm deep potholes. With no timescale, they may not get 

repaired.  

 Response to be submitted to consultation regarding potholes, capital budget, 

grit bins, and suggest that some of the extra 1% could be used to fund evening 

bus service for Olney 
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 Cllr Collins has held discussions with The MKC Heritage Officer to discuss 

how the museum could access the S106 money. He will bring forward a paper 

to the next meeting.  

 Cllr Rawlings raised concerns about a number of new LED streetlight fittings, 

which are very harsh and glary. They would benefit from diffusion. Concerns to 

be discussed with Chris Hales at MKC.  
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