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Year 1 have won the best attending class award for this week, with 100% attendance. This
week’s attendance was 97.4%.
Our overall school attendance is 97.4%.
Punctuality
This week our Trust Head of Behaviour, Safeguarding and Wellbeing monitored morning
routines. She found morning routines to be highly effective with high staff presence at
classroom doors and outside. She felt that this ensured that children and parents were all
greeted and had a positive start to the day. She observed warm relationships and clear
safeguarding procedures. Inside classrooms she saw that staff have activities ready so that
they settle quickly and are learning from the moment they enter the classroom. The
morning routine ensured that pupils are safe, well cared for and learning.
However, it was noted that punctuality is an issue for a number of pupils. This makes it
harder for them to have the positive start that other children get and that they miss vital
learning. All pupils need to be in line by 10 to 9. We therefore ask that you support us in
this by allowing enough time to get to school. Over the coming weeks we will be
implementing focus weeks and new procedures to reduce lateness and improve
punctuality.
This Week
Harvest Festival
Year 5 stepped in at the last minute to lead our Harvest Festival act of Collective Worship
in school. This took on a different format this year as we wanted to give our Y5 pupils the
opportunity of leading one of our services (we rely on Y3/4 at Easter and Y6 in the
Summer). They did a great job and reminded us all that it is important to look after others.
I would like to thank you all for your donations which will be given to the Rothwell Food
Bank.

Year 5/6 Visit
This week Year 5 and Year 6 visited the Imperial War Museum. They had the opportunity
to speak to two war veterans including a gentleman that flew during World War 2. Our
pupils were respectful, thoughtful and represented our school beautifully throughout the
trip and I am proud of them. They also learnt a great deal and I would like to thank Mrs.
Owen and Miss Howlett for organizing this trip. This is what the pupils thought about the
trip in their own words:
On Tuesday 25th September, Year 5 and 6 visited the Imperial War Museum North
(IWMN) as part of our topic on A Child’s War. As well as exploring the exhibits, we
were privileged to meet two eye witnesses.
Frank, that we met, was in WWII and is now 97. He said he never considered
surrendering to Germany. He was in bomber command, where 50% died through the
war. Frank was most proud of his part in operation Manna when he dropped food
parcels over Holland at the end of the war.
Paul is 60 and was in the army. He has had many injuries, one of which was because
he jumped out of a helicopter. This was only from 5ft but he had lots of heavy
equipment and landed in mud sinking up to near his knees which were damaged.
Another of his funny tales was when he sat on a fire ant nest and burnt his bum – he
hasn’t sat on a hill since. Paul was most proud of the work he did in Cyprus where he
helped to build a school.
Walking into the Lest we Forget exhibit we saw the Joey puppet (from the stage
play of War Horse by Michael Morpurgo). Then we adventured round the corner
where we saw a gallery of paintings, including one which showed soldiers dead and
injured. Two grave stones were followed by a wall of brutal photos showing the
death and destruction of war.
There were quite a few memorable exhibits including: the Harrier jump jet plane
and the star of David art work. We learnt that 55 million died on the battle fields,
in concentrations camps (death camps) and in their homes during WWII. In some
concentration camps people wore blue and white striped clothes and clogs and we
saw real examples. There were a number of larger exhibits like a fire engine pump,
Anderson shelter, car and a tank.
Throughout the day, on the hour, every hour, there was a big show. Some of these
were very sad, some were dramatic but they were all different and informative.

These shows were about world wars, civil wars and conflict across the world. They
were about soldiers and children and gave a window into war.
Flowing across the walls of the IWMN were loads of poppies like a wave. We took a
class photo with the poppies and plan to find out more about this art work.
The IWMN is a very good place to learn and it is full of education. There are lots of
things to do and it’s the best place to learn about war. We rated it
stars!

Mr Edwards Invites Parents to Stay and Support Learning
Mr Edwards is extending his invite to all Y1/2 parents who would like to come to his
classroom at 9am to stay for phonics and reading and to support leaning.
Reading Volunteers
Calling all dads, uncles grandads and male carers: We need you!
We have lots of reading volunteers this year but need more men to listen to children read.
We need boys to see you promoting reading as male role models. Please contact the office
if you could spare 10 minutes at drop off, after lunch or even before home time even if it’s
just once a week. Thank you.
Open Days and Facebook
We know that many new families to the area don’t actually know we are here. We
therefore need your help in sharing our Facebook page and in promoting our Open
Afternoons so that we fill our Reception places next year. I believe that there is so much
that makes our small school with a big heart special.
New Starters 2019
Whilst September 2019 seems like ages away it isn’t if you have a child due to start school
then. Applications for school places are submitted from November 2018 to January 2019
and it is really important that we have another successful intake. I therefore need your
help in promoting our school to prospective parents. Please tell them about our academy
and please share the great things that we do. We also have fliers advertising our open
afternoon (detailed below) if you are able to distribute them locally. We would like to get

these in local shops, nurseries etc. so that prospective parents can arrange to come in and
see first-hand how great our pupils are and what a fantastic school we have. Thank you.
Open Afternoons:

Dates for your Diary:
Please note that the Christmas Church Service date is provisional.

Dates
Wednesday 10th October
Wed 17th & Thurs 18th October
Friday 26th October
Friday 26th October
Monday 5th November
Monday 12th November
Monday 12th November
Monday 19th November
Monday 26th Nov-Wednesday 28th Nov
Thursday 29th November
Wednesday 12th December
Tuesday 18th December
Wednesday 19th December
Friday 21st December
Friday 21st December

Event
Open Afternoon for Reception Places 2019 1.15 – 3pm
Parents Evening
Open Afternoon for Reception Places 2019 1.15 – 3pm
Last Day before October Half Term
Back to School after Half Term
Pantomime in School
Open Afternoon for Reception Places 2019 1.15 – 3pm
Training Day – school closed to pupils
Y6 Residential to Robinwood
Open Afternoon for Reception Places 2019 1.15 – 3pm
Open Afternoon for Reception Places 2019 1.15 – 3pm
Rec-Y2 Nativity at 2pm
Rec-Y2 Nativity at 9.30am
Christmas in Church (provisional) at 9.30am
Last Day of Term before the Christmas Holiday

For absences please call on 0113 8591842. All absences must be reported by 9.20am.
We take safety very seriously at our school
If you have any concerns please contact Mr Foulke or Mrs Owen

