
 

 
 

League of Women Voters State of the State Response 
 

Yesterday, Governor Murphy delivered his 2023 State of the State address. The League of Women Voters of 
New Jersey was honored to be in attendance.  
 
During that speech, Governor Murphy stated that New Jersey is leading the nation “by living up to our 
obligation to make the word 'justice' ring true in every community, to not just undo the injustices of the past but 
fix what was broken.” Governor Murphy spoke of many ways in which New Jersey is "leading the nation," 
discussing improvements on a number of policy fronts, including progress in promoting renewable energy and 
improving maternal and infant health outcomes. The Governor rightfully noted that New Jersey can take pride 
in its “best-in-the-nation public education system,” and lauded several pieces of legislation the League also 
supported in 2022, including bills to combat gun violence and to preserve "the right to reproductive freedom."  
 
We commend the Governor and Legislature for these achievements, but to truly make justice ring true in every 
community, our elected leaders must redouble their efforts to ensure that the “pathways to opportunity” the 
Governor spoke of are open to everyone. 
 
Justice and equal opportunity require that our state do more, by: 

• Legislating equal pay and protections for temporary workers, 

• Passing a Green Amendment to protect our future from the already felt devastating impacts of climate 
change, 

• Committing to commonsense voting rights reforms that benefit those most likely to face voter 
suppression, 

• Passing the Reproductive Equity Act to guarantee equitable access to abortion, 

• Continuing their work toward affordable and excellent childcare, 

• Passing reforms to address inequities in our criminal justice system, including Civilian Complaint 
Review Boards, 

• Fully funding safety net programs and opposing any potential corporate tax cut. 
 
In 2023, the League will continue to advocate for these policies and others, while also calling for greater 
transparency and accountability in government, reforms that will allow more voices to be heard in Trenton and 
produce the best possible policy that truly serves our state’s diverse communities.   
 
The Governor also referenced the strength of our democracy, mentioning the importance of "protecting our 
sacred voting rights." New Jersey could be leading the nation in defending our democratic rights, but 
unfortunately our state is falling behind. While we have made significant progress over the last few years, New 
Jersey’s work guaranteeing equal access to the ballot has stalled. To be a true leader in 2023, New Jersey 
must join the many other states that have passed strong voting policies, including same-day voter registration 
and a robust Voting Rights Act. We urge the Governor and the Legislature to reinforce their commitment to 
democracy and ensure that New Jersey also leads the nation in defending and expanding the right to vote. 
 
Too many New Jerseyans are struggling. Governor Murphy was right when he said “today, that notion of the 
American Dream is harder to achieve for too many people.” The only solution to a pathway to opportunity for 
everyone is through working together to develop policies that address the deep racial and economic inequities 
holding our state back. We look forward to working together to ensure New Jersey’s future puts its people first.    
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