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I am Ellie Gruber speaking on behalf of the League of Women Voters of New Jersey. Thank you for giving us 

the opportunity to comment on the proposed Inland Flood Protection Rule. The League of Women Voters of 

New Jersey is a nonpartisan, public interest organization that takes positions on issues through study and 

consensus at the grassroots level. We support policies that protect and conserve natural resources, combat 

climate change, and protect public health.   

 

The critically important thing is that our state government, in this Rule, is modeling and making regulations 

based on future projections of climate change. This is the only way we can protect the public from the worst 

impacts of flooding from increasingly intense storm events. NJ is the most densely developed state in the 

country. Thank you for promulgating this rule.  

   

We appreciate that the Rule also considers economic impacts, job impacts, environmental justice, and public 

safety. We support the balance between business and public interest that exists in these rules.  

 

The League urges the NJDEP to adopt this Rule Immediately. However, the deaths and damage from Hurricane 

Ida proved that highways and transportation infrastructure are not exempt from the impacts of major storms and 

deadly flooding. In order to properly protect all New Jersey residents, the exemption for the Department of 

Transportation should be removed.   

 

Climate change is real, and we are in a climate emergency! We need to plan now if we are to protect current and 

future residents and our critical natural resources. The oceans are warming, causing sea level rise along our 

coastlines and increased rainfall. Elevating the flood plain by two feet is scientifically proven to prevent more 

flooding, based on future predictions. However, repeated extreme weather events, record breaking high tides, 

heavy precipitation, and storm drains that are often level with rising water might call for further 

adjustments.  The costs of flood insurance continue to rise. New Jersey residents cannot afford to wait any 

longer for action. We believe this proposed Rule is an important first step.  

  

The League of Women Voters supported the adoption of the Inland Flood Rule under an emergency status as 

originally intended last year. This Rule needs to be adopted and implemented immediately --and be followed as 

soon as possible by amendments to the CAFRA Regulations and the other regulations that we rely on to protect 

NJ residents.    

 

Thank you for your consideration.     
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