
NJ PRIMARY ELECTIONS: 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

New Jersey’s Primary Elections will be on July 7, 2020. This election will be conducted

primarily through vote-by-mail ballots. If you are able, you are highly encouraged to vote

using a vote-by-mail ballot. There will be in-person voting options at limited polling locations.

AS A RESULT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, NEW JERSEY'S PRIMARY

ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD DIFFERENTLY THIS YEAR.  

While you will not receive a sample ballot, county officials are mandated to send notice of the

voter’s polling place and information on where you can obtain a sample ballot. You can also go

to vote411.org to see what will be on your ballot. 

Yes. Unaffiliated voters in New Jersey who are registered to vote will receive a vote-by-mail

application to request a ballot and declare a party for the July 7 primary.  Vote-by-mail

applications for the upcoming Primary election are available here:

https://nj.gov/state/elections/primary-election-070720.shtml. 

The deadline to register to vote for this election was June 16, 2020. If you missed this

deadline, you can still register to vote for the General Election in November! Go to

www.lwvnj.org/voting-2/voting for more information.

When is the NJ Primary Election?

When do I need to register to vote by for the July 7th Primary?

Do I have to be registered to a party to vote in the primary election?

Will I receive a sample ballot?

Vote-by-mail ballots will automatically be sent to all active registered Republican and

Democratic voters. All unaffiliated voters and inactive Republican and Democratic voters will

receive a vote-by-mail application. Both the ballot and application will have pre-paid postage.

You can apply for a vote-by-mail ballot now by sending in a vote-by-mail application. Find your

county's application here: https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-by-mail.shtml

How can I get a vote-by-mail ballot?

http://www.vote411.org/
https://nj.gov/state/elections/primary-election-070720.shtml
https://www.lwvnj.org/voting-2/voting
https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-by-mail.shtml


To the extent possible, there will be at least five readily accessible secure ballot drop box

locations per county to submit your vote-by-mail ballot. If you submit your vote-by-mail ballot

using a drop-box, you must return the ballot on or before July 7, prior to 8:00 pm. 

 

You can return your vote by mail ballot in-person to your county Board of Elections by 8:00 pm

on July 7.  You can also return your vote-by-mail ballot by placing it in your mailbox using the

U.S. Postal Service. The ballot must be postmarked on or before July 7 and received by the

Board of Elections by 8:00 pm on July 14 to be considered valid. Vote-by-mail ballots will

not be accepted at the polling location.

Yes, once you receive the Vote-by-Mail application, you can return it through mail to your

county clerk's office (address will be pre-filled) by June 30, 2020. Your county clerk must

receive it by that date. The deadline to apply in-person to your County Clerk’s office for a

mail-in ballot is July 7, 2020 prior to 8:00 PM.

Vote by mail. Voting by mail is easy, safe, and secure. If you do vote at a polling place, they

will be following CDC guidelines. Polling places are required to limit occupancy, maintain 6

feet distance between voters and poll workers, and implement infection control practices. 

Each municipality will have a minimum of 1 polling location available and each county will open a

minimum of 50% of its polling places (provided that sufficient poll workers are available).

Voters at polling locations will vote using a provisional ballot. Voters with disabilities may vote

on ADA accessible voting machines. For more information on voting in-person, visit:

www.lwvnj.org/home/covid19. 

Is there a deadline to submit the Vote-by-Mail application to receive a
Vote-by-Mail ballot for the primary?

Can I vote in-person?

How will I know where the secure drop box locations and polling places are?
Go to www.lwvnj.org/home/covid19 to find a list of the drop box locations and polling places

open in your area.

How can I return my Vote-by-Mail ballot?

Given the current circumstances with COVID-19, how can I vote safely?

What is a provisional ballot?
A provisional ballot is a paper ballot that you vote on, sign, and seal. No provisional ballot is

counted at the polling place. All provisional ballots are taken to the County Commissioner of

Registration’s office after the close of the polls for verification and counted by the County

Board of Election.

https://www.lwvnj.org/home/covid19
https://www.lwvnj.org/home/covid19

