
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Help us bring attention to the partisan gerrymandering proposal currently being fast-tracked 

through the New Jersey Legislature by writing a Letter to the Editor! 
 

Writing a letter to your local newspaper is an effective way to raise awareness about an issue and 

encourage members of your community to take action. When writing your letter: 
 

• Make sure to read and follow the publication’s submission guidelines, including the word-limit. 

• Stay focused: write only about one issue. 

• Catch the readers’ attention with a strong opening statement.   

• Share a brief statement about why you care about this issue: make it personal. 

• Share why you think others should care about this issue. 

• Use clear, simple language and keep sentences short. 

• End with a “call to action.” Examples include: 

o Call your legislators and urge them to vote “no” on these proposals. 

o Join me in Trenton on December 13th to speak out against these attempts to undermine 

our democracy. 

o Visit www.lwvnj.org/home/notopartisangerrymandering to find out all the ways you can 

take action against these undemocratic proposals! 

• If your letter gets published, share it with us by sending an email to hkioukis@lwvnj.org. 
 

Additional “Partisan Gerrymandering” Talking Points: 
 

• Voters should be choosing their politicians, not the other way around. 

• Our legislative district lines should be drawn in a way that is transparent, fair and community-driven.  

• A redistricting process that requires the use of past election results lays the foundation for partisan 

gerrymandering – the manipulation of district lines to favor one group over another. 

• Gerrymandering is one reason so many people are disillusioned by politics. 

• Language that allows for partisan gerrymandering in our state does not belong in our Constitution. 

• When legislators feel secure in gerrymandered districts, they are less likely to listen to voters and 

are harder to hold accountable. This contributes to voter frustration and voter apathy. 

• When partisan gerrymandering occurs, it’s always at the expense of the political voice of 

communities of color. New Jersey is one of the most diverse states in the country, and our diverse 

communities need to be protected so we can all be fairly and equally represented. 

• When voters go to the polls, they should have trust and confidence in the system. 

• Our legislative district lines should not be manipulated by party politics.  

• New Jersey’s process could use improving, but these proposals would make our legislative 

redistricting process worse. 

• States across the country are passing meaningful redistricting reforms to protect their residents 

from partisan gerrymandering. These proposals would do the opposite and take NJ backwards. 

Writing a Letter to the Editor 

http://www.lwvnj.org/home/notopartisangerrymandering


 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SAMPLE 1 

(NAME) 

(PHONE, EMAIL) 

Letter to the Editor 

(DATE) 

 

New Jersey legislators are currently attacking a process that is at the very heart of our democracy - 

legislative redistricting.  

 

Every 10 years after the Census, a commission redraws our district boundary lines to account for 

population shifts. Ensuring our legislative district lines are drawn in a way that is transparent and 

impartial is essential to fair and equal representation. But right now, leaders in the New Jersey 

Legislature are fast-tracking a proposal that would do the opposite. With proposals SCR152/ACR205, 

some of our lawmakers want to put language in our state Constitution that would lay the foundation for 

gerrymandering – the manipulation of boundary lines to favor one group over another. They want the 

ability to draw our district lines in a way that solidifies their political power and protects incumbents. They 

want to be able to choose their voters and prevent constituents from holding them accountable. As civic 

engagement is on the rise in New Jersey, we cannot allow these legislators to undermine our 

democratic processes in any way. 

 

If you agree that voters should be choosing their politicians and not the other way around, join me in 

calling your state legislators to urge them to vote “NO” on these partisan gerrymandering bills. The vote 

in the Senate and Assembly is scheduled for December 17th. Take action today to protect our 

democracy from this political power grab.   

 

Signature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Letters 



SAMPLE 2 

(NAME) 

(PHONE, EMAIL) 

Letter to the Editor 

(DATE) 

 

 

The term “gerrymandering” is all over the news as unfair and discriminatory maps get taken to court in 

states around the country. Unfortunately, it’s now all over the news in New Jersey, as our legislative 

leaders shamelessly attempt to fast-track a proposal that would allow them to get away with rigging our 

district maps and our elections.  

 

The sponsors of proposals SCR152 / SCR43 / ACR60 and ACR205 want to change the way our 

legislative districts are drawn after the Census in order to pre-determine election outcomes for decades 

to come. They want to manipulate our district boundary lines for their own political and personal gain. 

This is gerrymandering. It is wrong, and language that permits it does not belong in our state 

Constitution. 

 

Call your state legislators today and demand they support real redistricting reform that improves 

transparency, prioritizes public input and restores the public’s trust in the system. Tell them to vote “NO” 

on SCR152 / SCR43 / ACR60 and ACR205 – the partisan gerrymandering bills.  

 

Signature 

 

 

SAMPLE 3 

 

(NAME) 

(PHONE, EMAIL) 

Letter to the Editor 

(DATE) 

 

I am disappointed that a partisan gerrymandering bill has been fast tracked in our state legislature for a 

December 17th vote. In New Jersey, we're lucky to have an independent, bipartisan commission that 

redraws the state legislative districts from where we elect our State Senators and Assembly Members. 

Some legislative leaders want to amend the state constitution to significantly change this process, and 

bake partisanship into the line-drawing criteria. They're mandating that legislators sit on the commission 

to draw their own districts. And they're demanding that the commission use partisan voting data to draw 

the districts. Our legislative map should reflect the will of the people who live here and not be drawn to 

lock in a hyper-partisan advantage. 

Everyone from the League of Women Voters of New Jersey, NAACP, Democratic grassroots groups to 

the Republican Legislative Caucus is against the bill. And with good reason: While other states fight to 

remove partisanship from redistricting, our legislature wants to take New Jersey in the wrong direction. 

These changes would take power away from voters and set us back 50 years. The legislature can put 

the breaks on this bad bill and hold open, public hearings on the best way to draw districts in our state. 

Please call State Senator and both Assembly members to let them know: Vote NO on SCR43 / SCR152 

/ ACR60 / ACR205. Language that allows partisan gerrymandering has no place in our Constitution! 

Signature  


