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There are a wide range of academic enrichment activities available to you during 
your time at Stroud High Sixth Form. These activities are run in conjunction 
with subject areas and will enhance your learning and understanding of your A 
level subjects. They constitute an integral part of our A level programme.

Getting involved in these activities is a great way to show the passion you have 
for your subjects and that you have the capacity to undertake independent study. 

It can also help you to develop a life-long interest in a particular area and help 
you to narrow down your intended career path or university degree.  

Employers and universities are looking for individuals who can demonstrate a 
genuine interest in their chosen field. 

By pushing yourself  to actively absorb new information and challenging 
yourself to investigate areas outside of the A level curriculum, you will be able to 
build an individual profile that will make you stand out from your peers. 

Opportunities - A Level Subjects 





Effortless Style,
Timeless Soul

If STEM is your passion you can get involved in a range of projects run by our 
Maths and Science departments that will stretch your experience outside the 
classroom and help deepen your knowledge.

BioChem Group
Our BioChem Group is aimed at A level Biology and Chemistry students. You will: 

- discover more about the application of the tools and concepts of chemistry to 
living systems

- learn basic techniques of a lab biochemist using equipment at the same 
standard as in research labs in academia 

- carry out DNA fingerprinting like a forensic scientist 
- programme bacteria to produce jelly fish protein 
- learn about bioinformatics including how to create phylogenetic trees from 

DNA sequence data

MedVetDent Society
If you are considering a careeer in Medicine, Veterinary Science or Dentistry then 
our MedVetDent Society will help you prepare your university application. You will 
receive advice and guidance on work experience opportunities, extracurricular 
activities and wider reading that will strengthen your application as well as advice 
on drafting your personal statement and preparing for Pre-Admission tests. All 
science students are also welcome to attend our Biotech, Dissection and  
Microscope Clubs.

CERN Laborator ies Geneva
We offer students studying Physics and/or Mathematics an opportunity to visit the 
CERN Laboratories in Geneva to see the Large Hadron Collider. CERN is an 
inspiring particle research facility that will enhance and enrich your understanding 
and appreciation of Physics and raise awareness of the application of Mathematics 
in research and engineering. 

Contacts w ith Local  Companies
We have forged strong links with local companies including WSP Textiles Ltd who 
sponsor the Real Science Project and local engineering companies Tony Gee & 
Partners in Stonehouse and GE Aviation in Cheltenham. 



"I found the biology trip to Oxford Museum of 
Natural History to be very interesting, and it 

expanded my understanding of the subject and how it 
is important in the real world. The talk by Darragh 
Ennis (?Cells: The Building Blocks Of Life?) was my 

favourite, revealing many things I didn?t know about 
cells and DNA, teaching me just how much we have 
in common with other animals through our genes, 
which I found really surprising. All the talks were 

useful and inspiring, and it was a valuable experience 
which contributed to my wider understanding of 

biology as a whole."
(Toby)

BioChem students extracting green
flourescent protein from bacteria

Maths students attend a 
Maths Inspiration event in Bristol



Biology and Chemistry Olympiads
You will be able to develop creative thinking and apply your existing knowledge in 
new and interesting contexts by entering the international Biology and Chemistry 
Olympiads. Biologists also have an opportunity to visit Oxford University.

Maths Chal lenges
Mathematicians have the opportunity to visit Oxford University and Maths in 
Action and to take part in the Senior Maths Challenge and the Maths Olympiad as 
well as Maths Inspiration events where you will hear the UK's most inspiring 
maths speakers presenting Mathematics in the context of real-world 
applications.

Extended Project Qual i f ication - Cyber  Secur i ty
If you are taking EPQ as your Additional Qualification, why not complete the EPQ 
in Cyber Security which we offer in conjunction with Cyber Security Challenge and 
City & Guilds.

Gold Crest Award
A number of sixth form students participate in the Gold Crest Award programme 
as part of their enrichment option. You can also choose CREST Gold as your 
Additional Qualification. You will complete a project that makes an original 
contribution to a STEM field of study and submit your findings via an online 
platform.  

The Award will help you to hone your investigative skills and employ the scientific 
method to conduct your own piece of research. CREST Gold can be used to 
enhance your UCAS personal statements. In addition, the Gold Award is recognised 
and respected by universities and employers and can count towards the skills 
section of your Duke of Edinburgh Award.      





Effortless Style,
Timeless Soul

Opportunities in the Arts, Humanities and Languages

Ar t Texti les
If you are a talented Textiles student, we will encourage you to showcase your 
expertise by entering the Young Fashion Designer of the Year competition and the 
Painswick Art Couture Competition. You will also be able to particulate in the 
annual SHS Fashion Show and become a member of our Textiles Club. Students are 
also offered the opportunity to attend the New Designers Exhibition in London.

Ar t & Design
You will have an opportunity to visit art galleries in two major capital cities in a 
single trip starting with the Tate Modern and National Gallery in London before 
travelling on to Paris to visit the Louvre, Château de Versailles, Centre Pompidou 
and many others. We will also support you in entering local competitions including 
Gloucestershire Young Photographer of the Year.

Drama & Theatre
Theatre visits are a key component of your Drama A level and you will attend 
numerous trips to see a variety of shows in theatres across the country as well as 
seeing touring companies visiting the school.

Engl ish Li terature
English students can hone their writing skills by joining the Creative Writing Club 
and the English University Prep Group. You will be able to forge links with local 
journalists and poet in residence and take part in various theatre visits. 

French, German and Spanish
As an A level languages student, you will be able to participate in exchanges to 
France, Germany and/or Spain; the French and Spanish exchanges include work 
experience opportunities so you will be fully conversant by the end of your stay! 
Previous placements have included working at the local town hall, in a bakery, with 
school children and in a chocolate shop. You will also be able to take part in MFL 
lectures and have one-to-one sessions with a native speakers.

 Geography
As a Geographer, you will take part in two residential field trips and are encouraged 
to participate in competitions run by the Geographical Association and the Royal 
Geographical Society.  

 



?Listening to several influential speakers, including Germaine Greer, a member 
of the second wave feminist movement, was captivating. These talks added an 
extra dimension to our learning on police profiling and educational policy. The 

questions from students challenged the speakers and prompted enlightening 
responses."

(Ria)



History
You will be able to join our History Society (SHSHS) which facilities visiting 
speakers and has developed links with local universities including holding a History 
Skills Workshop in collaboration with Oxford University.

Music
We will actively support you if you wish to participate in public performance events 
including the Cheltenham Music Festival and Music for Youth plus Rotary Young 
Musician of the Year. 

Physical  Education
We offer all students the opportunity to take a Level 3 qualification as a Sports 
Leader. We also run numerous clubs that you can lead and participate in. Students 
are also able to use our on-site fitness suite for free.

Pol i t ics 
As a Politics student you will have a chance to visit the Houses of Parliament and 
the Supreme Court.

Phi losophy, Ethics & Bel ief
If you choose to study Philosophy, Ethics and Belief you will be able to take part in 
the Cheltenham Ladies College Philosophy Conference whose past speakers have 
included Julian Baggini and Baroness Warnock.

Psychology
You will have the opportunity to attend various external events including talks on 
topics such as Neuroscience, Science and Pseudoscience as well as listening to talks 
by visiting clinical psychologists. Students will also attend a Psychology and 
Criminology day at the University of Gloucestershire.

Sociology
Our Sociologists can listen to high calibre speakers in their field by attending either 
the annual Criminology Conference or the Sociology in Action Conference.We can 
also help you find work experience placements which in the past have included 
oragnisations such as Stroud Foodbank, GDASS (Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse 
Support Services), local primary schools and the ?Ride Along? scheme with 
Gloucestershire Police.

Opportunities in the Arts, Humanities and Languages



 

  

Mechanic. Graphic designer. Engineer. Nobel Prize Winner. 
Astro-physicist. Confident. Game changer. Musician. Tailor. 
Artist. Dancer. Brave. Marine biologist. Surgeon. Surveyor. 
Dietician. Politician. Accountant. Curious. Banker. Chef. 
Dentist. Mid-wife. Architect. Actor. Pilot. Fire-fighter. 

Courteous. Police officer. Judge. Secretary General of the 
United Nations. Librarian. Lawyer. Astronaut. Social worker. 
Psychiatrist. Film producer. Statistician. Scientist. Novelist. 

Honourable. Teacher. Independent. Paramedic. 
Technologist. Vet. Prime Minister. Nurse. Broker. 

Respectful. Racing driver. Revolutionary. Pharmacist. Fun. 
Doctor. Pie maker. Carer. Pioneer. Comedian. Olympic 

athlete. Happy. 

www.stroudhighsixthform.co.uk

 

Stroud High 
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Everything is Possible
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