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Additional Qualifications



Based on university guidance, our standard A level programme consists of 3 A 
levels plus an Additional Qualification. A small number of students opt to study 4 
A levels.  

There are a number of options you can choose for your Additional Qualification:

- Extended Project Qualification

- Further Mathematics A Level

- Core Mathematics (non-A level Mathematics students)

- Gold Crest Award

- Gold Arts Award 

- Sports Leadership Programme  

 

Additional Qualification



Stroud High Sixth Form

Effortless Style,
Timeless Soul

The majority of our students complete the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
alongside their three A level subjects.

The EPQ is a Level 3 programme of study awarded by AQA and is worth up to 28 
UCAS points (A*). You will complete a research project based on a topic of your 
choice that can be related to your current studies or a topic of interest. If you intend 
to go to university, it is a good idea to choose a topic related to future studies. It 
gives you an opportunity to expand your learning in an area that really interests 
you. If you are unable to study a subject at A Level that you hope to pursue a career 
in (archaeology or architecture for example) then an EPQ is an excellent way to 
show your commitment to your future study or career.   

The project can be in the form of: 

- dissertation 
- artefact 
- musical composition 
- dramatic project 
- short film 
- website 
- design or blueprint 

EPQ comprises 30 hours of taught sessions - you will have three hours of taught 
sessions over the two week period. You will then need to carry out approximately 
90 hours of independent student research and writing up. 
  
The EPQ is valued by both universities and employers as it demonstrates dedication 
to independent learning and helps you develop a range of extra study skills in 
preparation for university or work.  

Some universities reduce their standard offer for students who gain a high EPQ 
grade (usually Grade A). Our students have received reduced offers from Bath, 
Birmingham, Cardiff, Leeds, Leicester, Liverpool, Reading, Sheffield, Southampton 
and East Anglia in lieu of their EPQ projects. 

  

Extended Project Qualification - Level 3



Further Mathematics A Level
If Mathematics is your passion then A level Further Mathematics is a natural 
choice as your Additional Qualification.

Further Mathematics allows you to gain greater breadth and depth of knowledge 
and understanding of the subject. For instance, the study of imaginary numbers 
will open up a whole new world of numbers which have very important 
applications in engineering, physics and mathematics. In addition, the ideas 
introduced in the Mathematics qualification are taken to a much more complex 
level.  

Combined with A level Mathematics, this ?double? qualification is an extremely 
powerful one for those strong enough mathematically to study it. Although it is 
rarely a stated requirement for entry to courses in higher education it is highly 
recommended that students have studied Further Mathematics if they intend to 
study Mathematics, Engineering or certain scientific courses at some universities. 
Indeed, some students may find themselves at a disadvantage if they apply for 
such courses without having studied Further Mathematics at A level. Students 
are advised to speak to a member of the Mathematics department or do some 
university course research to determine if this is the case.    

In order to do A level Futher Mathematics, you will need to have achieved a 
Grade 8 in GCSE Mathematics.
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A number of sixth form students choose the Gold Crest Award as their Additional 
Qualification. You will complete a project that makes an original contribution to a 
STEM field of study and submit your findings via an online platform. You will 
spend approximately 70 hours working on your project. 

The Award will help you to hone your investigative skills and employ the scientific 
method to conduct your own piece of research. CREST Gold can be used to 
enhance your UCAS personal statements and is recognised and respected by 
universities and employers.  

In addition, the Gold Award can count towards the skills section of any Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. 

Gold Crest Award

Core Maths - Level 3 
Core Maths is a Level 3 course equivalent in size to an AS qualification and is worth 
up to 20 UCAS points. The course will help you develop the mathematical skills 
gained at GCSE level and focuses on using and applying maths to solve problems 
drawn from other subjects, work and real life. 

Core Maths helps with the maths needed for a broad range of other subjects such as 
Biology, Business Studies, Geography and Psychology and will help you keep your 
maths up to date in preparation for university or employment.  

Core Maths includes new content such as Statistics, Financial Maths and using 
Algebra and you will also analyse data to make decisions, use spreadsheets and 
percentages in real-life contexts. 

The skills developed in the study of mathematics are increasingly important for the 
workplace and higher education; studying Core Maths will help you keep these 
essential skills. 

  



Effortless Style,
Timeless Soul

If you love the creative arts then you may wish to consider completing the Gold 
Arts Award as your Additional Qualification. The Arts Award inspires young 
people to grow their arts and leadership talents. It's creative, valuable and accessible 
and is a nationally recognised Level 3 qualification worth 16 UCAS points.  

The Arts Award recognises all art forms ranging from fashion to poetry, rapping to 
dance, sculpture to film and arts administration to backstage roles, providing 
assessment opportunities for many different learners and offering freedom of 
choice within the framework. This enables you to play to your strengths and 
express your creative identity through art form options and portfolio presentation. 
The Arts Award is designed as a flexible, personalised, learning programme in 
which you have choice and control.  

To pass the Gold Arts Award, you will need to create an individual arts portfolio 
which demonstrates how you meet the following requirements:  

Unit 1 ? Personal arts development  

- Extend your own arts practice, experience another art form and create new work 
-  Get involved in the world of the arts through placements, volunteering, training 
and research.
-  Review arts events and find out about artists or craftspeople and their career 
paths 
-  Research and make the case for an arts issue 

Unit 2 ? Leadership of an arts project plan the project  

-  Plan a project, identifying the project's aims and outcomes 
-  Organise the people and resources.
-  Deliver the project and manage the effectiveness of the project.
-  Manage a public showing of the work
-  Review their leadership development and find effective ways to collect and 
evaluate feedback from participants, audience members and other stakeholders

        

Gold Arts Award -  Level 3
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This is a nationally recognised Level 3 Qualification in Sports Leadership awarded 
by Sports Leaders UK and is worth up to 16 UCAS points. You will complete the 
qualification over the course of one year and will receive 66 hours of directed 
learning, including approximately 3 x 10 hours of compulsory volunteering (one 
must be at primary school). You will record your learning online via the Learner 
Evidence Record.

Unit 1 ? Developing leadership skills
Understand the skills and behaviours needed for effective, inclusive leadership; 
understand the scope and importance of key leadership skills in a range of 
situations; evaluate and develop leadership skills 

Unit 2 ? Sports/physical activity event
Know different types of sports/physical activity event; plan, deliver and evaluate a 
sports/physical activity event 

Unit 3 ? Lead safe sport/ physical activity sessions
Understand how ?duty of care? effects the safeguarding of participants; understand 
how to maximise safety when leading sport/ physical activity
 
Unit 4 ? Sport/ physical activity sessions for children (4-11)
Understand the effects of sport and physical activity on children; plan, lead and 
evaluate a series of sport/ physical activity sessions for children

You will then need to complete 2 of the following units: 

Unit 5 ? Sport/ physical activity sessions in the community 
Understand community sport/ physical activity and the associated barriers and 
benefits; plan, lead and evaluate a series of community sport/ physical activity 
sessions
 
Unit 6 - Sport/ physical activity sessions for disabled people
Understand disabled people and the associated barriers and benefits of 
sport/ physical activity; plan, lead and evaluate a series of sport/ physical activity 
sessions for disabled people
 
Unit 7 ?Sport/ physical activity sessions for older people (50+)
Understand older people and the associated barriers and benefits of sport/ physical 
activity; plan, lead and evaluate a series of sport/ physical activity sessions for older 
people 

Sports Leadership - Level 3 



 

  

Mechanic. Graphic designer. Engineer. Nobel Prize Winner. 
Astro-physicist. Confident. Game changer. Musician. Tailor. 
Artist. Dancer. Brave. Marine biologist. Surgeon. Surveyor. 
Dietician. Politician. Accountant. Curious. Banker. Chef. 
Dentist. Mid-wife. Architect. Actor. Pilot. Fire-fighter. 

Courteous. Police officer. Judge. Secretary General of the 
United Nations. Librarian. Lawyer. Astronaut. Social worker. 
Psychiatrist. Film producer. Statistician. Scientist. Novelist. 

Honourable. Teacher. Independent. Paramedic. 
Technologist. Vet. Prime Minister. Nurse. Broker. 

Respectful. Racing driver. Revolutionary. Pharmacist. Fun. 
Doctor. Pie maker. Carer. Pioneer. Comedian. Olympic 

athlete. Happy. 

www.stroudhighsixthform.co.uk
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