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Countless lives restored. Eighty years of hope. 
Thank you for making the Mission's legacy part of your own.
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Please make checks payable to Northlands Rescue Mission

{Contact Name}
{Address}
{City, State  ZIP}
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Joe's Story:  In the summer of 1925, Joe Trankina found himself as the head of 
a railroad construction crew. It was a good job – no less than two hundred and 
fifty men worked under his supervision. Still, the 21-year-old man from Chicago 
felt lost. His life to that point hadn’t exactly been easy. Joe was born the sixth of 
eleven children, and his parents died when he was very young. He knew firsthand 
the cold reality of poverty and homelessness.

A “victim of circumstance,” Joe sometimes thought of himself. They were 
circumstances which motivated Joe to leave Chicago and join the railroad in 1923.

Joe had a loving wife, Rae, and a young child, but he still felt in some way 
incomplete. Then came a day which would change his life forever.

Joe’s 3-year-old niece was visiting the tracks with grandma. It was something she loved to do. A group of men, 
having been drinking, mistakenly sent a caboose the wrong way down the tracks. The little girl’s dress was pulled 
under the wheel and she tragically lost her life.

Joe was overcome with rage. On that day his thoughts turned away from God and towards a dark place. How could 
a loving God let something like this happen? He retrieved a gun from his house with the intention of killing the men 
responsible. Thankfully, he was talked out of it.

After his niece’s funeral, Joe returned to the railroad to find a new inspector on the job. He was a man of God, and 
he shared God’s word with Joe each and every day. Joe, so full of anger, didn’t want to listen at first. But he soon 
found himself drawn to this man and his gospel in an unexplainable way.

Joe had discovered his purpose. One day he knelt by the railroad tracks and turned his life completely over to God. 
Joe’s family would say that on that day he changed from a tough, mean-tempered man to a gentle and 
compassionate individual.
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Reverend Trankina, 1946



Give Via Credit Card

northlandsrescuemission.orgPhone: 701-772-6600 Address: 420 Division Ave. Grand Forks, ND 58201

Visa Mastercard Discover American Express

Cardholder Name:

Billing Address:

City:

Card Number: Expiration: CVC:

State: Zip:

Sue Shirek
Executive Director

Joe spent several years studying God’s Word, earning Masters and Doctors degrees in Theology and a Doctor of 
Philosophy. He and Rae moved their family to Cando, North Dakota in 1935 where they earnestly began missionary 
work. The now-Reverend Joe established Home Mission Churches and Rae, an ordained missionary, worked with 
unwed mothers and native Americans. Together they ran the Golden Moments radio broadcast near Devils Lake to 
bring gospel to their neighbors and encourage kindness.

In 1942, Reverend Trankina moved to Grand Forks and founded the Grand Forks Rescue Mission and Service 
Center. The Mission fed and clothed anyone in need. Reverend Trankina and his family ministered to those who 
sought it. The Mission was funded entirely by freewill offerings and donations.

By 1946, Reverend Trankina and his Mission had assisted nearly 1300 men, women, and families. Motivated by his 
faith and compassion, the Reverend’s work here would continue for the next 21 years. He took no salary beyond his 
living expenses.

When Reverend Trankina passed in 1967, a new director was appointed. With the support of the community, God’s 
work continued at the Mission under new leadership. And so it went…

We are now 80 years from the Mission’s birth, and a lot has changed. The building has moved (several times), 
services have expanded, and the faces at the Mission look different. Yet, our plan and purpose are the same now as 
the day when the doors opened. We are here to serve the least, the last, and the lost – to empower men, women, 
and families experiencing homelessness, housing instability, and food insecurity.

You are an important part of that work in our community today. Because of you, our neighbors have a warm bed 
and a hot meal. Clients can meet with social workers to set goals and find employment or housing. Children get 
enough to eat through the Backpack Program. Our rural communities are visited by a Mobile Food Pantry. Families 
on the brink of homelessness have somewhere to turn.

Reverend Trankina dedicated a lifetime of work to the Mission, but he always said: “The real and original Founder 
of the Mission is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.” Reverend Trankina saw a large community of caring 
people around him. He knew God would bring them forward to help those in need, long after he was gone. 

*If you would like to make a monthly recurring contribution, please donate online or email info@jointhemission.org

The righteous who walks in his integrity—
    blessed are his children after him!

Proverbs 20:7 

Thank you for being one of those people. On behalf of our clients past, 
present, and future, thank you for eighty years of life-changing work.

God Bless, 

I would like to cover the 
credit card processing fee (~4%)

"Everlastingly at it." 
Thank you for 80 years. Many more to come!




