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Your giving set Joey up for lasting success... 
God bless you for your caring embrace.
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Please make checks payable to Northlands Rescue Mission

{Contact Name}
{Address}
{City, State  ZIP}

{$Ask1} {$Ask2}Here is my gift of $40 or: $

Where does your mind go when you hear the word “homeless”? Perhaps you 
envision someone on the corner holding a sign. Maybe you recall a tent 
community you saw in a large city. You might think of things that often 
contribute to homelessness: job loss or mental illness, for example.

We all have our own ideas about what homelessness looks like or where it 
comes from. However, it’s not possible to apply a one-size-fits-all framework to 
homelessness. At Northlands Rescue Mission, we are reminded of this as we sit 
with our clients and listen to their hopes, their fears, and their stories. No two 
people are the same, nor are the steps needed to resolve their homelessness.

As you read about Joey, know that you have put him in a safe environment where he receives personalized, 
one-on-one help from our advocacy team. You have given him valuable resources and set him up for lasting success.

Joey arrived at the Mission earlier this year. Speaking with him, you immediately notice his friendly and agreeable 
demeanor. Our front office staff describe him as “one of the nicest clients” they have met and “very intelligent.”

Joey moved to the United States only a couple of years ago. He was born in Angola but lived much of his life in 
São Paulo, Brazil, a city of more than 12 million people. Joey was getting by, but he deeply desired the chance for 
something more. He had a passion for learning, and he knew he could find better opportunities for education and 
work in the United States. So, he got on a flight.

Joey went to Seattle first, where he rented a small room. Unfortunately, it was much harder for Joey to get a job 
than he had realized. He was in the United States legally, but it was taking a long time for some of his immigration 
paperwork to finish processing. He was also missing a common form of identification needed to apply for a job.

All the money that Joey had saved up in Brazil was quickly running out. With an average monthly rent of $2000, the 
cost of living in Seattle was too much. Needing help with his situation, he set out for an immigration center in 
Minnesota...
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Joey booked a flight to Minneapolis and then got on a bus. Somewhere along the way, however, he got lost. 
English wasn’t his first language, and he had a hard time navigating and communicating to get directions.

After a brief stay in an overnight shelter in Minneapolis, Joey got on a bus he thought would take him to the 
immigration center. Instead, he ended up in Fargo with very little money and no place to sleep. Someone told him 
about Northlands Rescue Mission in Grand Forks, and he arrived at the shelter later that night.

When Joey met with the Mission’s advocacy team, they determined what was preventing him from finding 
employment. The team helped Joey fill out some important forms and apply for necessary identification. It took only 
a short while for Joey to complete everything he needed to be able to apply for educational programs and jobs. 
He is waiting for a few final things to process through the system but is eager to move forward.

Joey is excited for the chance to further his education in the United States. He originally wanted to study 
psychology but is now interested in completing a short trade school or computer science course. He also plans on 
taking an English course to improve his language skills. Joey envisions becoming an electrician or HVAC technician in 
the future, both promising career paths.

As soon as possible, Joey is ready to work, save money, and fund his education. Though he doesn’t have much right 
now, he is staying optimistic. “Some people have come here with a sponsorship. They have a lot of support,” he 
says. “It’s different for me, but I just need to get a job and get into some courses. Then everything will be okay.”

While Joey waits for the last of his paperwork, he keeps busy at the Mission. “Some work to stimulate my brain…
that’s good for me,” says Joey. Perhaps this attitude is why Joey always volunteers to help around the Mission, and 
he never misses an assigned chore. Our volunteer coordinator happily shares that Joey has assisted her on several 
occasions and always puts in a full effort.

While Joey works, he often listens to music. His passion for singing, dancing, and music started at a young age in 
Angola. He can often be seen with his MP3 player in hand. His favorite genres are oldies, R&B, country, and hip-hop. 
“I’m very passionate with every kind of song,” he says. He also tells us that he is very interested in music 
production, a hobby he’d like to pursue once he has a job and a place to live.

“I think I will stay in this place,” Joey says of North Dakota. “The people here are very nice.” Joey appreciates the 
affordable cost of living and the availability of jobs. Only one caveat: “It’s freezing!” he says, half-jokingly.

Like the rest of our clients, Joey doesn’t need to stay homeless. Because of you, he won’t be for much longer. He is 
in a safe environment, with food, shelter, and trained staff to help guide him. He is intelligent, observant, patient, and 
kind – all traits that will benefit him in future jobs and educational programs.

Without a support system, things could have been very different for Joey. Thank you for being there for him, for 
protecting him and guiding him as he finds his footing in a new country. We cannot wait to share his future 
successes with you.

God Bless,

If you would like to make a monthly recurring contribution, please contact cindy@jointhemission.org

Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer.

Romans 12:12




