
2019
Fall Update

As the leaves begin to change color and fall, we are reminded of all the change happening at 
Northlands Rescue Mission, and of how much is yet to come. To our supporters, thank you so much 
for opening your hearts and caring for those so often forgotten or ignored. Already, more than two 
hundred clients have found housing through the Mission in 2019. You have made that possible!

We are blessed with the opportunity to continue caring for homeless men and women, but also 
for all of our friends and neighbors in need. This includes the students who rely on the Backpack 
Program to eat. It includes families and children who are facing homelessness together. It includes 
the community members who rely on Mission meals and food boxes to make it through the month. 
With your support, we will continue to ensure that no one faces homelessness or hunger alone.

Community members donated hundreds of coats in August for the Warm 
a Neighbor, Feed a Neighbor coat drive & feed. On September 7th, nearly 
200 of these coats were distributed to the public at the Gambucci Arena, 
alongside a free meal. The event was organized by Jaime Verzosa, with 
help from the Mission and 20 other local businesses. Jaime wanted a way 
to give back after making it through a rough period in his own life. After 
the success of the coat drive, he plans to continue the event next year.
Some of the leftover coats from the drive will go towards the 2019 Winter 
Warmup coat drive at Freedom Church, and leftover funds are being used 
to purchase winter gear for students through Grand Forks Public Schools.

Warm a 
Neighbor,
Feed a 
Neighbor

What: Join us for our annual banquet. Start by bidding 
on more than 150 exciting packages in our silent auction! 
Then, enjoy a dinner and hear about the important work 

happening every day at the Mission. This year’s guest 
speaker is author and licensed minister MB Busch.

To purchase tickets or for more information please visit:
northlandsrescuemission.org/banquet

Where: Alerus Center in Grand Forks

When: Monday, November 4th
Silent Auction at 5 PM, Dinner at 7 PM

When: Thursday, November 28th, 11 AM - 1 PM

Where: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Grand Forks

What: The Mission will again be serving a Community 
Dinner on Thanksgiving Day! All are welcome to join us for 

a free meal at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, right across from 
the Mission. The meal will be served between 11 am and 1 

pm. “Thanksgiving Meals on Wheels” will also be available 
for those who can’t make it to the meal.

More information will be posted on the Mission’s Facebook 
page and website as we get closer to Thanksgiving!
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Dear Salutation,

Who becomes homeless, and why? These are questions that 
many people have grappled with, and there is no simple answer. 
That is because any person could become homeless for any 
number of reasons. Health problems, a slow economy, a lack of 
affordable housing, substance abuse, and domestic violence are 
just a few. Many of us simply don’t have the resources to bounce 
back from unforeseen and troubling circumstances on our own. 
Studies have found that nearly half of Americans are a single 
paycheck away from poverty. Less than half of Americans 
c
c
ould cover an unexpected $1000 expense. Given this, it 
omes as no surprise that one day someone could be housed 

and fed, and the next day they could lose everything.

This is the situation that Marilyn found herself in when she arrived at Northlands Rescue Mission earlier 
this year. It is not a place she had ever expected to be.

Marilyn is a mother of three. lived an engaging and successful life, having worked as a certified 
nursing assistant and a caregiver at multiple nursing homes.
re

even leased her own bar. nti
e owned her own home.

l 

decided to sell her house to her son and purchase his trailer. He was in the process of starting a 
family with his wife, and she wanted him to have a spacious home. this transition, however, 

few options, and she found herself in a situation she’d never been in before.

with relativ says. like every step I took, I was taking two 

When Marilyn arrived in Grand social services referred her to Northlands Rescue Mission. It is the 
first and only homeless shelter she has been to.

not home, but the staff has been really good to 
because they’re in the same position I am. T

clients, 
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      Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner

Save 
the 

Date!<    >



Community Kindness

Phone: (701) 772-6600    Address: 420 Division Ave. Grand Forks, ND 58201

Web: www.northlandsrescuemission.org   CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

...follow us on Facebook and Twitter for more stories like this every week!

Winter Needs:
• Long Underwear
• Hats & Gloves
• Men’s Winter Jackets
• Men’s/Women’s Winter Boots
• Over-the-counter cold medicine
• Lotion

For a complete list of current needs, please visit
northlandsrescuemission.org/needs

Donations can be brought directly to our front 
office (Door 1). Thank you!

Volunteers from Thrivent visited the 
Mission to plant a small garden. 
Its vegetables grew well over the 
summer, and we ended up with 
some delicious cherry tomatoes and 
cucumbers to use in our kitchen!

A community member made some 
beautiful, handcrafted picnic tables 
and donated them to the Mission. 
They replaced the old, rusty tables 
that were under our pavilion for many 
years, and the clients love them!

Students and staff at Kelly 
Elementary ran a 2-week long 
Backpack Program food drive as 
part of their  “Compassion” month. 
The result? A table overflowing with 
enough to feed hundreds of kids!

Skjeberg Lutheran Church held their 
annual Picnic in the Park event, 
with proceeds partially benefitting 
the Mission. Their church tragically 
burned down just a year prior, but 
their compassion hasn’t stopped.

northlandsrescuemission.org

Visa Mastercard Discover American Express

Cardholder Name:

Billing Address:

City:

Card Number: Expiration: CVC:

State: Zip:

Sincerely,

Sue Shirek
Executive Director

P.S. Your gift helps men and women “Start Again.”
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"I don't want to be rich, I don't want to be famous. 

Remember Dave and Lisa? 

The resources that our 
 have contributed greatly to their 

success

With your support, we can continue to change lives 
and bring hope back to those who need it  most. Thank you.

If you would like to make a monthly recurring contribution, please contact cindy@jointhemission.org

Give Via Credit Card
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The first annual Home Run raised 
nearly $10,000 for the Mission! 
Despite a crazy rainstorm the 
night before, 40 participants 

competed in one of two events: a 5K Fun Run on the Greenway, 
and a 25-mile Bike Race down Belmont Road. Afterwards, 
everyone enjoyed live music and a cookout in the street!

Our sincere gratitude goes out to the Anonymous Donor who 
contributed more than $5000 to the Mission for top finishers!

Thank you to all of our sponsors:

Community Contractors
Greater Grand Forks Convention & Visitors Bureau 
American Crystal Sugar Company
Coldwell Banker - Forks Real Estate
Assessment and Therapy Associates of Grand Forks 
Tim Sproul - Real Estate Agent
iHeartMedia
Scheels

The Mission’s Backpack 
Program currently feeds 
about 750 students across 
six elementary schools every 

week. However, there are as many as 2900 students in 
Grand Forks that the program could help! As we expand the 
program to more schools, we need your support! For more 
information about how you can volunteer to pack bags, 
start a food drive, or make a monetary donation to the 
Backpack Program, please call us or visit us online at

www.northlandsrescuemission.org/backpack


