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Introduction 
 
 
 
In 2018, we set out to bring radical change to how politics are done in the City of Surrey. 
 
There is so much to be proud of in Surrey. And there is so much work still to do. We imagine a 
Surrey that is safe for everyone, where our city is known to be strong and inviting. We imagine a 
Surrey that is rich with opportunity and vibrant with culture. Our vision is to engage the youth and 
families of Surrey so that, together, we shape the future of our city. 
 
Our ideas and our team are a result of this new direction.  
 
Over the past 13 years, Surrey has become one of the most vibrant and fastest growing cities in 
Canada and North America. Surrey is on track to become the largest city in British Columbia. We 
are an innovation leader in the world and represent the diversity of the world within our streets. 
Surrey needs leadership for the next chapter of its future. Surrey First’s plan for the next four years 
and beyond includes keeping our city safe, investing in our generations, growing our economy 
and building the Surrey of tomorrow.  
 

- Tom Gill 
Mayoral Candidate 
Surrey First 
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A Renewed Relationship with Indigenous 
Peoples  
Background 
The City of Surrey is home to the Semiahmoo, Katzie, Kwikwetlem, Kwantlen, Qayqayt and Tsawwassen First 
Nations.  
 
The City of Surrey was the fourth city in Canada to endorse the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). With Surrey having the largest urban Aboriginal population in Metro 
Vancouver, Surrey First is committed to proactively responding to the calls of action by the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC). Surrey First Councillor and Mayoral Candidate Tom Gill was 
the leading voice in securing an agreement with the Semiahmoo First Nations to connect them with Surrey’s 
water supply after a 15 year boil water advisory. 

Platform Commitments 
Surrey First believes that the collective voice of the urban Indigenous population of Surrey needs to be 
reflected in every policy decision being made and to build a city where every Indigenous person has the 
opportunity to achieve their full potential. 
 
In addition to making sure that the entire City of Surrey Decision-Making framework respects and reflects 
the views of our Indigenous population, a Surrey First government is also committed to implementing the 
following specific measures: 
 

§ Improve the relationship between Semiahmoo, Katzie, Kwikwetlem, Qayqayt, and 
Tsawwassen First Nations and the Surrey Urban Indigenous Leadership Committee. 
 

§ Support the Surrey Urban Indigenous Leadership Committee in exploring opportunities to 
create a community-based leadership course for Indigenous people.  

o This initiative will be made possible by the Community Fund for Canada’s 150th, a 
collaboration between Community Foundations of Canada, the McConnell Foundation, and 
the Government of Canada. (City of Surrey) 

 
§ Promote Indigenous Spaces in the City 

o There is no central cultural gathering space for the Indigenous community in Surrey. Surrey 
First is committed to working with the SUILC to identify opportunities to create a multi-use 
centre, with access to services and cultural gathering space in Surrey. 
 

§ Address Urban Indigenous Child Poverty 
o 45% of Indigenous children in Surrey live in poverty. Surrey First is committed to working with 

the SUILC to utilize 3 years of funding received from the Vancouver Foundation to build a city 
where Indigenous children thrive. 
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Keeping Surrey Safe 

Background 
Surrey First is building on its strong record and making strategic investments to combat crime and gang 
violence in our communities. Policing is at the heart of keeping our communities safe. We need policing 
that is accountable to the people of Surrey and for the City to be able to determine where best to allocate 
policing resources. Surrey is a growing and vibrant city. The city needs policing that adapts and reacts to 
the needs of our communities. The Surrey First team recognizes this as a priority when working to address 
this issue. 

Platform Commitments 
Surrey First’s Five Year $50 Million Plan is enshrined in three pillars: Prevention, Intervention, and 
Enforcement 
 

Intervention – Focused on clinical counselling, parenting education & engagement, youth in transition 
to adulthood and cultural specific risk factors, 

§ Surrey First is committing $7.5 Million over Five Years ($1.5 M/Year) 
§ Create a centralized hub to help Surrey residents find information and navigate available 

resources pertaining to gang violence and activity.  
§ Within the first 30 days of taking office, Surrey First will bring together relevant community 

leaders and organizations to have a forum on how their groups and communities will be a part of 
the centralized hub.  

§ Surrey First will implement a public engagement campaign to educate Surrey residents on the 
centralized hub and available resources.  

 
Prevention – One-third of our community is under the age of 19, we need to do everything we can to 
proactively reach out to our youth. This means increased funding for school programs & 
neighbourhood-based programs, cultural prevention programs, and RCMP community outreach. 

§ Surrey First is committing $22.5 Million over five Years ($4.5 M/Year) 
§ In order to engage Surrey’s youth from a young age and help create communities through 

relationship building and civic pride, Surrey First will eliminate the cost of participation in 
community facilities, such as pools, ice rinks, and gyms, for youth under the age of 18 years.  

 
Enforcement – As we make historic investments in prevention and intervention, we must continue to 
ensure investments in enforcement  

§ Surrey First will hire 125 new police officers over the next five years.  
§ Approximately $20 Million over five years to cover acquisition costs. 
§ Approximately $4 M/Year (An Average of 25 officers per year based on the cost to the City of 

Surrey of $160K per officer in 2018) 
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Police Services Review 
 
Surrey is growing as it becomes an even more vibrant city. Our police force needs to have the resources 
and tools to keep up with the city. Surrey First will commence a Police Services Review within the first 100 
days of taking office to ensure our current police force has the capacity and resources they need to serve 
Surrey residents and keep Surrey safe.  
 
 
Plan for Surrey Policing Today 

▪ Create a Police Board in order to ensure that the members of the Surrey RCMP are an active part of 
our communities and that council is involved in the direction and priority setting of the RCMP to 
ensure that they are meeting the needs of our Surrey communities. 

▪ Explore creating police kiosks in and around high traffic locations that provide more on-the-ground 
policing where it’s needed. 

▪ Create a gang unit that is active in public places to keep the public safe and gang members out. This 
will be supplemented by the additional new police officers that Surrey First will hire.  

▪ Take measures to increase public satisfaction and improve community interaction involving the 
RCMP.  

 
Plan for Surrey Policing Tomorrow 

▪ Surrey First is committed to continuing the process mandated by council requiring staff to 
investigate the cost and process of transitioning to a Surrey Municipal Police Force, while giving 
residents a voice throughout the process. Surrey First is committed to having public oversight and 
clear accountability of its police force. 

▪ Surrey First will commit to having a referendum within the first 18 months of taking office to give the 
residents of Surrey the ability to decide on a new independent police force.  

 
No Place for Handguns in Surrey 

▪ A recent poll by Research Co. showed nearly 80 per cent of British Columbians supported a 
handgun ban in municipalities. Surrey First is committed to doing everything we can to keep guns 
off our streets and out of our city, and that means taking a hard stand against handguns. We know 
that restricting gun ownership works.  

 
Develop a Model for a Community Court System 

§ Surrey First will develop a model for a community court system by working with the Attorney 
General, the Provincial Court, Court Services and the office of the Chief Judge. This will implement a 
problem-solving focused sentencing system by liaising with the community. 

 
Fire Emergency  

§ A Surrey First government will have an analysis done on the growth in Downtown Surrey and Clayton 
and develop a plan to construct and staff new fire stations. 
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Making Surrey Home 
 

Background 
Housing remains a key issue for many of the municipalities within the Lower Mainland. Surrey is no stranger 
to this issue, and with our city’s population growing at a rapid rate, it is imperative that we address the issue 
before it is too late. There are a number of solutions that can be learned from cities elsewhere that have had 
similar struggles. Surrey needs leadership to tackle the problem head on without delay. 

Platform Commitments 
A Surrey First government commits to implementing the following measures to address housing 
affordability in the city: 
 

§ Create a City Housing Corporation 
o This housing corporation will be responsible for the construction and management of long-

term affordable housing. The corporation will provide housing that is well maintained, 
affordable, and purpose-built to support the different needs of residents throughout the city. 
Housing could include different forms like apartments, townhomes, etc. all with a focus on 
affordability.  

o Work with the Co-operative Housing Federation of BC (CHF BC) to support Community Land 
Trust development in Surrey 

§ The Community Land Trust of CHF BC develops housing for low and moderate-
income households. Surrey First will work with the organization to identify 
development opportunities within the city and proceed with development of housing 
co-operatives to meet the demand for Surrey’s residents.  

 
§ Support the development of purpose-built rentals throughout Surrey 

o In addition to the commitments made by the creation of the City Housing Corporation, Surrey 
First will prioritize the development of purpose-built rentals in the city. This will include 
reducing the costs of building, make the building process easier for builders, fast-tracking 
permits for tenant suite repairs to four weeks, and other measures that the city can leverage 
to ensure this can be completed. 
 

§ Implement Inclusionary Zoning 
○ Surrey First will ensure that zoning is in place to require that a certain share of new 

developments in the city will include affordable housing for low and moderate-income 
residents. This will be implemented in appropriate ratios to ensure that the building of 
housing supply is not adversely affected overall. 
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Building Surrey’s Economic Engine 
Background 
Surrey’s economy relies on its residents being able to live, work, and play in the city. If the city does not 
create an environment that allows business owners to feel supported and entrepreneurs to innovate, then 
the city will be left behind in the region. Surrey is an innovation leader in North America and around the 
globe. The New York-based Intelligent Community Forum named Surrey a Top7 Intelligent Community. 
Surrey First is proud of this record and committed to expanding Surrey’s innovative practices and sector.   

Platform Commitments 
A Surrey First government commits to implementing the following measures to support economic growth 
and diversity in the city: 
 

§ Appoint a Chief Economist for the City 
o Surrey First will create a position entitled Chief Economist for the City of Surrey. This is similar 

to appointments in other cities like Edmonton. This individual will be responsible for the 
development and production of economic analysis for the city. This individual will advise City 
Council on strategic economic priorities the city should act on to support a healthy economic 
environment. 
 

§ Create a Mayor’s Economic Advisory Board 
o Surrey First will create a Mayor’s Economic Advisory comprising of representatives from the 

business community, the Chief Economist, and other relevant individuals. This body will be 
tasked with the monitoring of the needs of Surrey’s businesses, the overall economic health 
of the city, and the new opportunities for the city to innovate and create new job offerings for 
residents. 
 

§ Create a Small Business Office  
o There are 17,015 businesses in Surrey with a large majority of them being small businesses. 

The spirit of entrepreneurship serves as the backbone of Surrey’s economic engine and we 
believe that Surrey can be the Small Business Capital of Canada. Surrey First is committing to 
build a new Small Business Office in Newton to help entrepreneurs through the process of 
registering their businesses and highlighting resources that are available. This office will 
unlock the potential for small businesses and serve as an incubator by providing a co-
working space for start-ups. 
 

§ Create a Post-Secondary Advisory Board 
o Surrey is home to leading post-secondary institutions, with over 20,000 students enrolled at 

Simon Fraser University and Kwantlen Polytechnic. Surrey First is committing to create a Post-
Secondary Advisory Board to facilitate discussion and further collaboration between the 
institutes, the City of Surrey and the private sector. One of the central goals of this board will 
be to help cultivate an educated and well-trained work force for Surrey’s economy.  
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§ Create an environment to attract more Head Offices and Major Operations Centres to Surrey 
o Surrey First will support an environment that welcomes companies to open head offices and 

major operations centres in Surrey to generate employment and investment in the city and its 
residents. Surrey has the land mass to fit major cities like Richmond, Vancouver and Burnaby 
within its municipal boundaries and one of the only municipalities with big parcels of land 
that are already assembled to invite large operation centres to sites like Campbell Heights, 
which has potential to become a global nexus for trade. 
 

§ Develop a Creative Economy Framework  
o Arts, film, music and publishing are not only the pillars of our culture but integral parts of 

Surrey’s economy. A Surrey First government will take a proactive approach to unleash the 
potential of our cultural economy by developing a Creative Economy Framework. 

 
§ Improve Permitting and Efficiencies at City Hall  

o Ensure all residential building permits are processed in maximum of 10 weeks. Permitting for 
tenant improvements will be reduced to six to eight weeks. Surrey First will also explore other 
measures to cut down on delay and cost increases. We will also look at improving efficiencies 
for commercial permitting as over 19 Million Square Feet of commercial and industrial space 
added in Surrey from 2006-2016. 
 

§ Economic Diversification 
o The City will support programs and initiatives that enhance the economic diversity of Surrey 

to allow for more job creation and wealth generation for residents. Additionally, Surrey First 
will explore options to help modern industries setup innovation and research facilities in 
Surrey through the creation of an Innovation Hub. 

 
§ Innovation Supercluster 

o Surrey First will partner with the newly federally created Innovation Supercluster to identify 
areas of collaboration between the supercluster, the city, the private sector and Surrey’s 
partners. 

 
§ Bring Innovation to Citizens  

o Surrey has implemented a lot of innovative practices, such as the My Surrey App; however, 
many citizens aren’t aware of these platforms. Surrey First is committed to investing in 
ensuring our citizens are connected and understand how to use the innovations the city has 
adopted to make things easier in the city.  

 
§ Committed to a Smart City 

o Surrey First is proud of its track record in making Surrey a world renowned smart city. Surrey 
First will ensure the further implementation and expansion of its smart city agenda. 
 

§ Social Innovation 
o Surrey is becoming the nexus of social innovation. Through Surrey First’s extensive plan to grow 

our city, expand transit, and collaborate with universities, Surrey First is committed to working 
with the Mayor’s Economic Advisory Board and building on the success of the Social Innovation 
Summit to develop innovative solutions to Surrey’s challenges by working with citizens, 
governments, non-profits and the private sector.  
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Connecting our Community 
Background 
Surrey needs new infrastructure to support our growing community. We need a solution that is able to allow 
Surrey residents to move freely between Surrey’s communities. The Surrey of tomorrow allows residents to 
live, work, and play within the city while having access to opportunities the region has to offer.  

Platform Commitments  
Surrey First will ensure that transportation infrastructure that supports our communities is built and that 
residents of the city are able to move freely by implementing the following: 
 

§ Complete the Surrey Light Rail Transit project 
o In the next 30 years, Surrey will grow by 300,000 new residents and surpass Vancouver as the 

biggest city in BC. The SNG Light Rail Project will connect Guildford, City Centre and Newton 
with no transfers and provide an accessible way for our community to be connected from 
north to south and east to west. A Surrey First government will complete the construction of 
the fully-funded project. City of Surrey will require 150 KM of Rapid Transit to meet our 
growing needs over the next two decades. 
 

§ Remain open to Skytrain 
o Surrey First will also remain open to discussions regarding any future extension of the 

SkyTrain line past King George Station. Skytrain has the capability of connecting cities in our 
region, LRT will connect Surrey’s communities from north to south and east to west. 

 
§ Improve transit access for youth 

o Surrey First will advocate for reduced transit rates for all youth aged 18 years and under. 
Youth need better options to get to activities or home. Mobilizing youth efficiently will also be 
a great support in reducing their exposure to gang violence and criminal activity.  
 

§ Relieve congestion for city commuters  
o Surrey First is committed to following through with the $360 million Congestion Relief 

Strategy. The strategy will invest in intelligent transportation systems and road safety and will 
accelerate the delivery of multi-modal transportation improvements.  In addition to other 
improvements the strategy will: 

§ Add 120 km of lanes to the Surrey road network 
§ 13 intersections with capacity improvements 
§ 14 km of new protected cycle tracks, and detectors installed to gather travel time data 

for better decision-making. 
§ Nine km of road improvements not included in the 10-YSP 
§ Five km of long term 10-YSP road projects advanced 
§ Five new/improved bridges/interchanges with Highway 99 in South Surrey 
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§ Continue to advocate for the Massey Tunnel Replacement 
o A Surrey First council will take immediate steps to begin a business case for replacement of 

the Massey Tunnel 
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21st Century City Hall 
Background 
There is room for improvement with the way City Hall operates. We owe it to the residents of the city to 
ensure that City Hall is transparent and accessible to their needs. A number of proactive initiatives are 
needed to help the residents get the most out of their local government. The City of Surrey has been 
named as a top employer in many categories, a Surrey First government will build on that success and make 
the City of Surrey the most equitable place to work. 

Platform Commitments 
A Surrey First government commits to implementing the following measures to change the way City Hall 
operates for the city: 
 

§ Create an Office of Delivery & Results 
o Surrey First will create an office responsible for tracking the completion and outcomes of 

promises made by the government to the residents of the city. This tracking will be made 
open to the public so that there are clear lines of accountability.  This tracking will include an 
assessment of the delivery of services by the City. 
 

§ Modernize communications   
o Surrey First will make sure that the city is communicating with its citizens in the most effective 

ways possible through the further adoption of various communication channels. A Surrey 
First government will convene a Mayor’s Task Force on Communications and Engagement to 
proactively address these issues. Surrey First will also ensure that inspectors are maintaining 
proper usage of the Surrey Building Inspection Request app, so that citizens know how far an 
inspector is from their site.   

 
§ Decentralized City Hall  

o Surrey First is committed to decentralizing City Hall by proactively communicating with its 
citizens. Surrey First will create an Office of Community Engagement which will be 
responsible for proactively reaching out to Surrey’s various communities. One initiative will 
be hosting regular town halls with Mayor, councillors and key departmental staff in different 
neighbourhoods to allow residents to better engage with their local government.  
 

§ Enhancing citizens services and customer service at city hall - “Getting to Yes Quicker”  
o Surrey First will do a review of the inefficiencies at City Hall that can be fixed to ease the 

experience for Surrey residents interacting with the city. This includes starting the process to 
have a program where residents only have to deal with a single staff member throughout the 
process of their file so that they do not have to go from one department to the next. 
 

§ Strengthen Surrey’s lobbyist registry 
o Surrey First will expand the city’s registry to include all lobbying activity with new regulations 

that are in line with federal and provincial lobbying standards. Surrey First will also implement 
a one-year lobbying ban for former Surrey city staff and elected officials. 
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§ Free parking for licensed tradesmen 
o Tradesmen sometimes come to city hall for under 20 minutes, a Surrey First government will 

offer free parking in a designated area for the first 45 minutes for all licensed tradesmen in 
the City of Surrey. This will be funded from a small increase to licensing fees. 
 

§ Improve permitting and efficiencies at City Hall  
o Ensure all residential building permits are processed in a maximum of 10 weeks. Permitting 

for tenant improvements will be reduced to six to eight weeks to allow small business owners 
to get up and running as soon as possible. Surrey First will also explore other measures to cut 
down on delay and cost increases. We will also look at improving efficiencies for Commercial 
Permitting as over 19 Million Square Feet of commercial and industrial space added in Surrey 
from 2006-2016. 
 

§ Continue our work to make City of Surrey free of sexual harassment and a respectful place to 
work 

o Strive to be one of the best places in Canada to work and continue our good relationships 
with our union partners. A Surrey First government will ensure best practices for diversity and 
inclusion and have zero tolerance for sexual harassment or discrimination of any kind. 
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Supporting Surrey Families & Helping Youth 
Thrive 
Background 
Youth in the City of Surrey need to be supported and provided with every opportunity for success. Surrey 
has youth with a lot of talent and potential to be the leaders of tomorrow, and it is up to our local 
government to ensure that the city remains an appropriate environment for our youth to grow.  
 
Senior residents of the City of Surrey need a place to live and thrive. Surrey must be a welcoming 
community for residents who wish to age in a place where they are surrounded by their family and friends. 
To achieve this, we need to ensure that the city is an accessible and supportive place for senior residents 
and their well-being. A Surrey First government will empower Surrey’s seniors and make our city the most 
age-friendly place to live. 
 
The City of Surrey also needs to make sure that its residents are healthy and thriving in order for the city to 
function well. Surrey First commits to working with all relevant entities to explore different solutions to tackle 
public health issues while promoting general well-being. 

Platform Commitments 
A Surrey First government commits to implementing the following measures to support Surrey’s youth and 
families: 
 

§ Improve access to City resources for youth  
o Surrey First will make access to all pools, skating rinks, and gyms free of charge for Surrey 

residents aged 18 years and younger. This is a $1 million investment to ensure that youth 
have adequate access to supervised activity in their free time. This will ensure that youth are 
prevented from gang recruitment and engaging in criminal activity.  
 

§ Create a Mayor’s Youth Council to give young residents an opportunity to share their 
perspective 

o Youth are often poorly represented in the decision-making process. This is true for the 
different levels of government, but more so at the local level. Surrey First will spend $1 
million towards the creation and operation of a new Mayor’s Youth Council which will engage 
youth between the ages of 16-24 years. These council members will have the opportunity to 
represent the needs of Surrey youth and will be consulted on the decisions made by local 
government that can have an impact on them and their future. In turn, this council will be 
tasked with engaging youth in Surrey with the help of City resources.  

 
§ Partner with Surrey’s universities to expand and improve recreational facilities offerings in the 

city 
o Surrey First will partner with Simon Fraser University and Kwantlen Polytechnic University to 

help them expand their campuses through more sports facilities for their sports teams as well 
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as spaces for residents of the city. This will our universities to expand their presence in Surrey 
along with allowing residents to access these facilities, in addition to providing economic 
opportunity within the city.  

 
§ Community Space closer to home for Seniors 

o Seniors are one of the most frequent users of our parks. We need to create integrated 
communities to connect across generations in our city. This will provide significant support 
for seniors who drop their grandchildren off to school or other youth activities. It will also 
provide an accessible outdoor space for senior recreation. A Surrey First government will also 
continue to make indoor community spaces available for our seniors at all recreational 
centres. 
 

§ Ensure that all stations being built on Surrey’s Light Rail Transit network are accessible to 
seniors and those with limited mobility 

o Our transit improvements only work when they work for all of our city’s residents. We will 
ensure that all transit infrastructure has an adequate focus on the needs of seniors using the 
system. 
 

§ Reduce senior isolation 
o Senior isolation and loneliness can have a significant impact on health and mental function. In 

addition to ensuring that transit is accessible, Surrey First will explore housing and recreation 
models that will allow senior residents the ability to build and maintain a community. This 
shall include volunteer opportunities, senior-focused centres and facilities, co-housing 
solutions like roommate matching, etc. 
 

§ Address elder abuse 
o The abuse of senior adults can be physical, sexual, emotional, financial, or spiritual. Often, 

seniors do not have the ability to act in their own defense against this abuse. Surrey First will 
work with specialist non-profit associations, such as Seniors First BC, Metro Vancouver Crime 
Stoppers, and the provincial government to raise awareness of available resources. We will 
also work with these entities to identify gaps in support for seniors suffering from abuse and 
work quickly to ensure that these gaps are addressed.  
 

§ Accessibility for seniors and people with disabilities 
o Ensure the building code makes the City of Surrey the most livable place for seniors and 

people with disabilities. 
 

§ Immediately begin exploring the options to expedite the creation of a new hospital in Surrey 
o Residents of this city need another healthcare facility that can support their health and well 

being. Surrey First commits to working with option to expedite the process of creating a new 
hospital.  
 

§ Support family mental health 
o Surrey First will support measures to assist individuals with mental health challenges, while 

providing support for parents and siblings. Resources will also be geared towards youth to 
provide early support.  
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Create a Vibrant Arts & Recreation Scene in 
Surrey 
Background 
Surrey as a city cannot develop without a distinct identity that is cultivated through a well-supported 
creative and recreational industry. Local government needs to take leadership in ensuring that these sectors 
have the resources they need and the opportunity to grow. 

Platform Commitments 
§ As a long-term commitment that will encourage the tremendous talent that calls Surrey home, Surrey 

First will implement the following: 
 

§ Commit $1 Million/Year to kick start an Arts & Cultural Endowment Fund to help build a new 
Performing Arts Centre and Entertainment District for the city 

o Surrey First will commit $1 million annually over the next five years to an arts and culture 
endowment fund as a way of launching plans for the performing arts centre. The performing 
arts centre would be a catalyst for a vibrant entertainment district in and around city centre 
and a major attraction for those of us in Surrey as well as visitors from across the region. The 
1,200-seat, 240,000 sq ft concept is estimated at $245 million. Supporting a strong 
performing arts scene will create a hub of culture for Surrey in addition to reaping economic 
benefit for Surrey’s residents as well. Surrey First will spend the next four years pulling the 
business case together, finding the right partners and securing funding. There's a lot of work 
to do, but we need to start now. 

 
§ Double arts and culture grants from $500,000 to $1 million annually over the next five years 

o We understand that we need to be bold and aspire to build these historic projects, we must 
also support our local talented and diverse arts community. Surrey First commits to investing 
$100,000 a year over the next five years to bring the total budget for arts and cultural grants 
to $1 Million a year.  
 

§ Build a new contemporary art gallery and café in South Surrey 
o Art is meant to be seen and that is why this is an important part of our art and culture platform 

because it goes a long way to giving Surrey's artists the space they need to showcase their 
talent 

 
§ Introduce a 'maker space' at the Clayton Community Centre as a pilot project. 

o This will promote collaboration between artists and is a terrific model for more working 
spaces at other centres around the city.  
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§ Start the initial process to explore the feasibility of a new multi-use stadium for Surrey’s 
residents to use for recreation 

o Surrey First will explore the creation of a new multi-use sports facility that will serve as a hub 
for developing Surrey’s professional and amateur recreational community. Surrey First will 
work with the sports communities in the city to identify their facility needs and will then work 
with relevant partners on addressing that need by securing funding support.  
 

§ Nicomekl Riverfront Park 
o For Surrey to be a world-class city, we need to harness our waterfront spaces. A Surrey First 

government will commit to building a riverfront park on the south side of the Nicomekl River 
in South Surrey. 
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Protecting Surrey from a Changing Climate 
Background 
Climate Change is a pressing issue that will have an impact on Surrey and its residents. We need to take 
every step possible to reduce our carbon footprint, but we also need to act to protect our communities 
from the coming effects of climate change already taking place.  

Platform Commitments 
Surrey First will implement the following measures to address climate change and protect the residents of 
the city from adverse climate effects: 
 

● 45 new parks over 10 years 
○ Surrey First will ensure that there is an expansion of the available green space within the city. 

This green space will not only serve as potential recreation for residents but will also 
contribute the improving air quality and reducing carbon footprint. 
 

● Enforce energy efficiency in development 
○ Surrey First will ensure that all new development in the city will be required to comply with 

energy efficiency standards. Industrial and manufacturing development will also be 
supported in achieving carbon footprint reduction targets. Improving energy efficiency is key 
to mitigating climate change and can be economically beneficial. Energy efficiency 
technologies such as solar panels, clean heating, etc. will be explored as part of these 
standards. 
 

● Develop electric vehicle infrastructure  
○ Surrey First will support consumer adoption of electric vehicles by improving the city’s 

support infrastructure. Up to 25% of all city parking spots will have electric vehicle charging 
capacity. Ensure all new buildings are roughed in for electric car charging stations. 
 

● Protect Surrey from sea level rise 
○ Surrey First will ensure that appropriate measures are taken to implement a coastal rise 

adaptation strategy. This will include exploring the construction of infrastructure to prevent 
flooding of agricultural and residential areas with higher flooding potential. 
 

● Make Surrey food secure  
○ Surrey First will take efforts to make Surrey food secure and ensure the retention of 

agricultural space that will support the consumption needs of the city’s residents. 
 


