
Workshop Meeting Minutes 
Verona Borough Council 

Tuesday, August 31, 2021 
 

Approved December 14, 2021 
 

I. Call to Order 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Roll Call  
Dr. Nancy Carpenter – President 
Mr. Dave Matlin – Vice President 
Mr. Joey Warren 
Ms. Trish Hredzak-Showalter 
Mayor Dave Ricupero 
Mr. Craig Alexander 
Ms. Sylvia Provenza 
Mr. Raymon Suchevich 
Ms. Janet LoAlbo 
Ms. Christine DeRunk 

 
IV. Registered Comments from the Public 

A. Aaron Martin of Acclimation Brewery at 555 Wildwood re: Parking on Wildwood 

Mr. Martin is interested in street parking in the 500 block on Wildwood. He 
stated that customers come from all over the Pittsburgh area to try the brewery. 
In addition to street parking, he is interested in lines being painted on the road, 
resurfacing the road and including some safety provisions such as signage and 
a crosswalk. Dr. Carpenter stated that the Borough’s engineer has started to 
look at the proposal and will continue to do so when he returns from vacation. 

B. Vince Flotta at 323 Penn Street re: 2021 Battle of the Borough Wrestling event 
wrap-up from Saturday, August 21 
 
There were 233 tickets sold with total ticket sales of $2,330 for deposit. In 
addition, $100 for Verona Community Group, $100 Parks and Rec native 
wildflower project, and $150 emergency medical services. There were upwards 
of 300 people including volunteers 
 

C. Rhea Homa at 742 Brunot Street re: Zero waste kit for 150th Celebration 

Parks and Rec and SEEgreen Sustainability Group have found a way to 
sustainably handle the waste that will be produced at the 150th anniversary 
celebration (September 18-19, 2021. The plan is a zero-waste stations 
consisting of receptacles for landfill waste, recycling, and compostables. 
Pennsylvania Resource Council (PRC)recommends four stations for this event. 
PRC charges per bag of material dropped off. The proposal includes using 
Verona’s existing recycling and waste management to remove landfill and 
recyclables. Ms. Homa is asking the Borough to use funds from the budget line 



item of 454-000 Parks and Rec - Other to pay for the zero-waste stations. She is 
expecting the amount to be approximately $390 but the actual amount 
depends on waste created. 

Dr. Carpenter was concerned that it would not be possible to vote on funding 
given changes in the Sunshine Act; Mr. Alexander stated that the discussion is 
on the agenda, and it would be allowable to proceed. 

Motion to accept the proposal and fund the zero-waste stations using line item 
454-000 for Parks and Rec - Other up to $1,250. Mr. Suchevich 1st. Mr. Warren 
2nd. Motion passed unanimously. 

V. Any emergency additional agenda items 

  None. 

VI. Comments from the public 
A. Jeanine Hurt-Robinson at 431 School Street re: August 22 events at the Hula 

Bar 

Ms. Hurt-Robinson stated that the events were a concern to her. She reported 
that she was verbally assaulted and provided photographs to the Borough via 
email. Ms. Hurt-Robinson requested a full investigation of the events. She wants 
to know if any of the armed persons have Act 235 clearances and who verified 
it. 

B. Jessica Varone  at 722 Brunot Street re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 

Ms. Varrone stated that she has concerns related to safety issues. Her request is 
that there be a protocol to notify the public if there is a bomb threat or militia in 
the community. 

C. Laura Jacko at 447 North St. re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 

Ms. Jacko stated that she had concerns about the event. She stated that the 
gaming groups she is a part of were reporting that Verona was unsafe to be in 
that weekend. 

D. Nathan Stimmel at Verona Hilltop re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 

Mr. Stimmel stated his opposition to the events. 

E. Kelly Melle at 751 E Railroad re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 

Ms. Melle stated her opposition to the events. 

F. Tim Long - 323 Penn Street re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 



Mr. Long stated he would finish the remarks prepared by another community 
member as she her three minutes elapsed, and she was not finished. The 
comments were in opposition to the events. 

G. Curt of Inner Groove at 751 East Railroad re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 
 
Curt spoke in support of what others voiced in opposition of the events. 
 

H. Kimberly Roller – Verona Hilltop re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 

Ms. Roller spoke in opposition of the events. 

I. Vince Flotta - 323 Penn Street re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 

Mr. Flotta echoed the comments made by others in opposition of the events 

J. Sherry Kai at Hula Bar re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 

Ms. Kai stated that ICCRU was invited because the organizers received threats. 
She stated that the event was peaceful and with mostly older women. 

K. Steve of Verona Hilltop re: August 22 events at the Hula Bar 
Steve stated that there are already rules in place for what transpired. Contact 
liquor control board and explain that this is a nuisance. 
 

VII. Reports and Correspondence 
A. President Nancy Carpenter 

 
Introduction of Christine DeRunk, new Borough Secretary 
 
Motion to approve Susan Hockenberry’s proposal to provide coaching/training 
to the Borough: 16 hours month for next 12 months, support employees, 
strengthen management and professionalism among Borough Council and 
staff to provide four Council trainings $13,400 total, paid monthly $1,116.66. 
Motion to accept the proposal: Mr. Matlin 1st, Mr. Warren 2nd; motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
August dinner for Twin Borough Ministry sponsored by Council. Approximately 
150 meals distributed Aug 25 and all Council members owe Mayor $25 
because he paid for all the food. 
 
Fun Camp thank you. Tuesdays and Thursdays in Cribbs Field run by Shirley 
Davis. The kids made a thank-you card to the Borough 
 
Other recent events: Successful car cruise, ribbon cutting at Cribbs Field, the 
wrestling event and Travelers Aid help a 100th anniversary event in Railroad 
Park. 
 



B. Comments by other Council members regarding the public comments 
received 

Mr. Matlin commented that there are some very serious concerns about what 
was brought up. It’s a problem if residents don’t feel safe walking on E Railroad 
and Center. We need to look at this from a public safety perspective. If there is 
an event being moved because of threats of violence, then there needs to be a 
process. Our police need to ask the questions and get the information. Mr. 
Matlin did not state that police didn’t do that. There is a need to minimize 
impacts to other businesses and residents and take that seriously. 

Mayor said he did talk with Chief and in the future, he will work with Chief 
closely. 

Mr. Warren shared that he did not see in person what happened at the Hula 
Bar. He stated that he has been spending time in the community and kudos to 
the team that ran the wrestling event. The Travelers Aid was a highlight in the 
community and thank you to those that participated. There was a family-friendly 
10.7 event. Mr. Warren stated that he is moved by the free store for families that 
can’t afford food and clothing. He also wanted to thank neighbors for helping 
neighbors in a resident finishing another resident’s comments that ran out of 
time doing the public comment period. 

Mr. Warren thought that he would be able to view the footage of what 
transpired. It showed one camera view of the eight cameras that the Borough 
owns.  Just as much as we rely on fire hydrants, etc. also be able to have good, 
working cameras that can pull footage quickly. Mr. Warren stated that he would 
like to have better systems of communication; his frustration is not with people 
but with systems. 

Dr. Carpenter stated she has learned a lot about what the Borough can and 
can’t do in these types of situations. The key is about communication, and she 
will commit to improve communication. 

Ms. Hredzak-Showalter reminded everyone that there is a 150th event on 
September 18-19. She stated that more help is needed and that it would be 
good for Council to attend. She suggested that Council sponsor an ice cream 
bar. Council can serve side dishes and Mr. Flotta stated that his group would 
serve the main items. She also stated that she desires for Verona to have an 
inclusive and welcoming community. She reported that she struggled to get 
information. She asked Mayor if he could provide some details. 

Mayor Ricupero reported that he and the Chief were notified about the event. 
They knew that there would be security but didn’t know what type of security. 
He said he was sorry that people felt uncomfortable, and they will ask more 
questions in the future. He reminded the audience that Pennsylvania is a right 
to carry state and that this has been a learning experience. 



Mr. Warren asked Mayor what would be recommended in the future if there are 
known threats. Mayor stated that he and Chief would need to go over this and 
get legal advice from Solicitor. Mr. Warren stated that he has full confidence in 
police force and Chief and questioned if Verona needs outside security forces. 
Mr. Matlin wants to know if there are any Act 235 implications regarding private 
security. Mr. Alexander said people are permitted to have their own security 
and the issue here seems to be the symbols associated with the security detail 
that was hired. Dr. Carpenter stated that there will be further research into this 
and continue to look at this over the next few weeks. 

Mr. Warren is looking for what to do in the future. He would like to see the 
cameras be  where they need to be, to work, etc. He stated that the police 
department will have some good ideas about where the cameras can/should 
be placed. Mr. Warren would like to see the full capabilities deployed. Ms. 
Provenza commented that there is money for cameras $75,000 but need to 
implement the grant and it can be priority in the next few months. 

C. Mayor’s Report: Mr. David Ricupero 

Athletic St property is a 20x40 street that is owned by the Borough but never 
maintained. The neighbors maintain the area, park their cars on it, and want to 
extend their property and get it paved. Mr. Pitsch, the Borough engineer, is 
looking into this. 

Street closing for September 18 from James Street to Center Avenue along 
East Railroad Ave. There is a need to notify businesses along East Railroad Ave. 

Wildwood sign placement. Mayor has talked to Mr. Pitsch about this and there 
is a possibility of putting a sign at Wildwood and Second Ave. This will be 
determined. 

Circle at South and East Railroad painting. There is colored the asphalt and 
stamped it to look like bricks back when it was installed. The paint is starting to 
wear out; Mr. Pitsch is looking into how to repair this area.  

Since we are in a storm, it is important to monitor rivers and creek, watch 
basements for flooding. The Borough will put out a text message as the weather 
predictions estimated two to three inches of rain which can cause some 
flooding. 

D. Mr. Warren – DPW/Refuse/Sewers 

Mr. Warren reported that he received feedback about communication during 
the First Street project and that the comments will be considered for the next 
big project. Mr. Warren thanked Mr. Pitsch for his work on the project. Mr. 
Warren asked Ms. DeRunk to contact County Hauling to ensure to sanitation 
workers are not working along First Street as school is starting up each day. He 
also reported that there are low hanging lines in the dead-end portion of the 



road and that it might be prudent to close that part of the road to taller vehicles 
that could pull down the lines. 

Mr. Warren also reported on the Arch St Municipal Building. He is looking for a 
future use and a capital campaign as this is a good community resource. He 
stated that the parcel is not for sale. 

Mr. Warren reported that there is no update regarding the Municipal Lot at this 
time. 

Mr. Warren thanks AJ Guggie for his efforts with respect to the Capital 
Campaign. There are five maps showing the locations of sewers and the like. 

Mr. Warren asked Mr. Suchevich to introduce Ms. DeRunk to Oakmont 
personnel to discuss salt resources for the winter. 

E. Mr. Matlin - Budget/Finance/Pension/Grants 

Mr. Matlin stated that the Borough need to ratify payment to Keystone State 
Wrestling Association for $1,500. Motion to ratify payment: Mr. Matlin 1st, Ms. 
LoAlbo 2nd, motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Matlin stated that he will work with Ms. DeRunk for future street closures 
and approvals. 

Mr. Matlin stated that he and Mr. Warren, Mr. Suchevich have met and shared 
some ideas regarding the capital improvement plan (CIP) and have shared 
some information with Ms. DeRunk and that these four people will work 
together to get the CIP in place. 

F. Ms. Hredzak-Showalter – Ordinances 

Ms.  Hredzak-Showalter stated that the Chamber was generous and that there 
are fives groups willing to make a pledge to purchase new welcome signs. 
There are some concerns related to the sign specifications, including the 
inclusion of logos on the signs, but there will be an application for setback and 
logo exemption sent to PennDOT related to the signs on Allegheny River 
Boulevard. 

Ms.  Hredzak-Showalter stated that there was a recent survey completed that 
garnered 73 responses about the sign, the results of which are taken into 
consideration for the final design. 

Ms.  Hredzak-Showalter reminded the audience that the Rotary Club will be 
applying for a grant for the sign, but they would like to know that the Borough 
stands behind the decision to proceed before they write the grant. 

Motion to allow the sign project to proceed: Ms.  Hredzak-Showalter 1st, Mr. 
Suchevich 2nd . Before the vote to allow the Oakmont Rotary Club to proceed to 



the next phase pending the PennDOT approval, there was additional 
discussion. 

Ms. Hurt-Robinson stated that there is one logo that perhaps should not be 
included.  

Mr. Matlin brought up that the process was a bit of “who’s the highest bidder” 
since some groups are working on fundraising and meeting their goals but 
don’t have money to contribute to a sign. He agreed that the sign is very much 
needed. 

Mr. Warren would like to see a final rendering and see what it would look like. 
He stated that the function of a sign is to welcome people to the Borough, 
established 1871, etc. Simple is best. 

Dr. Carpenter is aligned with the actual project but there are many unknown 
details. 

Ms. Hurt-Robinson suggested that the sign have no logos but just a “thank you 
for support  of businesses and citizens” instead. 

Mr. Warrens wants to rescind the vote until more PennDOT decides. Ms. 
Hredzak-Showalter said there is some urgency because Rotary grant application 
is due in mid-September. Ms. Hredzak-Showalter rescinded the motion. Mr. 
Suchevich also rescinded. Ms. Hredzak-Showalter will provide latest renderings 
and PennDOT decision. 

Fee Resolution Schedule – Omitting any fee for food trucks currently. Additional 
fees to be included such as park rentals, etc. Monday, September 20 is the next 
Ordinance meeting. September 9 will be a Planning Commission and 
Comprehensive Plan meeting. The location for the Planning Commission 
meeting is Council Chambers. 

G. Mr. Suchevich – Fire/Police 
 
There is no update for the police department. 
 
The Fire department is preparing for the rain that is coming. 
 

H. Ms. LoAlbo – Parks and Recreation  
The update on Cribbs Lighting Agreement with the Riverview Athletic 
Association (RAA) is that there is still an issue with the waterline but that, for 
now, they can run a hose to the field as there is a water resource at the field. 
 
Ms. LoAlbo reported that more discussion is needed before approval including 
a question about whether the lights are only to be used for flag football. She will 
work with Verona’s Public Works department to make sure that there are no 
conflicts.  
 



There will be a Movie in the Park on September 10 (Indiana Jones). 
 
Ms. LoAlbo thanked everyone who was involved with the wrestling event as it 
was a great event. Special thank you to RAA and Mr. Pitsch. She is hopeful that 
the cameras will be installed soon. 

 
I. Ms. Provenza – Communications 

Ms. Provenza reminded that audience that the ads and articles for the 
newsletter are due September 1. She spoke to the Chamber of Commerce and 
their next meeting is September 21. The Halloween Parade, which will begin at 
11am, is on October 30. 

The Historical Society will have a meeting on September 16 at 7pm in the 
Borough Building. Frank Santucci will speak. 

Twin Borough Ministries held a successful dinner last week. Shirley thanked 
everyone for their help. Next dinner will be September 29, hosted by Oakmont 
Methodist Church from 4:30 to 6:30. 

Ms. Provenza reminded the audience that there is a ALOM seminar on Friday, 
Sept 24 at Cranberry Highland Clubhouse. It is free to attend and will cover 
pensions, retirement plans and healthcare. 

J. Mr. Matlin – COG 

There is no update at this time because the COG does not meet in August. 

VIII. Comments from the Public 
A. Jeanine Hurt-Robinson at 431 School Street  

Please make sure to share all photos with all Council. There is Act 235 information 
in the email. 

B. Vince Flotta at 323 Penn Street 
 
Mr. Flotta reported that he and Tim were run over by a car on July 27, 2012. 
Asked police to look into this with cameras. Mr. Flotta also commented that the 
discussion on the welcome signs has been brought up for 8 months. 
Deliberations are taking too long. 
 

C. Sherry Kai, owner of the Hula Bar 
 
Ms. Kai stated that in 11 days we will memorialize 9/11 and that there are 
bigger things in the country and world that what is going on here. 
 

D. Jessica Varone  at 722 Brunot Street 



Ms. Varrone stated that she loves the idea of the sign but that she is worried 
about the logos a bit. Feels sad that her group can’t be on the sign with a logo 
because they are putting all their efforts into 150th celebration and don’t have 
anything left in reserves for the sign. 

 
E. Kimberly Roller – Verona Hilltop 

Ms. Roller stated that it is her understanding that there were emails circulating 
Tuesday to Saturday and she would like to know what was discussed, requested, 
confirmed as related to the event and what transpired as related to the events at 
the Hula Bar. 

She wanted to know why the Hula Bar as okay venue was if there were other 
venues that said it was not safe. 

Council clarified that Council didn’t know about the event before the event. 
Emails were sent after the event. 

Ms. Carpenter said Council will look into who knew what and when they knew it. 

F. Randy Satz, owner of the Hula Bar 
 
Mr. Satz stated that there is no truth to allegations that the group is a white 
supremacist group. 
 

IX. Adjourn 
A. Motion to adjourn the meeting: Ms. Provenza 1st; Mr. Suchevich 2nd. Motion 

passed unanimously. 


