
Minutes 
Council Workshop Meeting 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 
 

Approved November 9, 2021 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

A. The meeting was called to order by Nancy Carpenter  
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Roll Call 

A. Nancy Carpenter 
B. Dave Matlin 
C. Janet LoAlbo 
D. Sylvia Provenza 
E. Ray Suchevich 
F. Mike Forbeck  
G. Trish Hredzak-Showalter 
H. David Ricupero 

 
IV. Registered Comments from the Public 

A. Rhea Homa discussed the Native Greenspace at the Veteran’s Wall. The 
project is expected to assist with erosion and beautify the Borough. She listed 
the different flowers that will be included in the plantings and provided an 
overview of the timeline and steps to completion. There was a discussion of the 
use of waivers for volunteers. DPW has signed off on the project from the 
union perspective. There was discussion on how to water the area while it is 
growing in though Ms. Homa stated that the professionals with whom she 
poke do not think that water would be needed at the time of year it would be 
planted. The project was already approved so no additional motions are 
needed. 

B. Sarah McGonagle of Pittsburgh Event Studio provided comments via email. Dr. 
Carpenter read the email out loud. The primary points were: there should be a 
street closure permit, street closures in the Business District be booked three 
to four months in advance, a community calendar should be maintained by the 
Borough 
 

V. Any additional agenda items 
A. No additional agenda items 

 
VI. Comments from the Public 

A. Tim Long 323 Penn Street spoke about wanting to see information posted the 
website faster. He also stated that the parks were fertilized but there was no 
notice provided. 

 
VII. Reports and Correspondence 



A. President’s Report - Nancy Carpenter  
1. Dr. Carpenter reported on the progress in hiring a new Borough 

Secretary. An offer letter was sent, a response was received by the 
candidate and there will be an Executive Session after the Business 
Meeting. 

2. Thank you to Lisa Jensen-Cooper for her assistance in the office. 
3. Council will be hosting dinner with Twin Borough ministries and 

an update was provided on which food items would be needed. Dr. 
Carpenter and Mayor Ricupero will purchase the food from Sam’s Club. 
Ms. LoAlbo will be making the cookies. Mr. Warren commented that 
sometimes Sam’s Club makes donations. It is a grab and go dinner. 

 
B. Mayor’s Report – David Ricupero 

1. Mr. Ricupero discussed that Council and he will be working on a 
street closure permit. 

2. Mr. Ricupero mentioned that Mayor’s Conference that he 
attended and discussed what was learned about cyber-attacks. The 
presented recommended that even small municipalities purchase 
insurance. PA is the only state that does not have radar for use in 
communities.  Mayor Ricupero stated that any of the police officers can 
use the police cars. 

3. Rosedale Pool will be having a fall festival and Mayor Ricupero 
suggested putting up a sign at Cribbs Field advertising the event. 

4. There is an issue with raccoons and the Allegheny County Health 
Department will be working on the issue. Helicopters will be flying low 
as they place vaccination packs that the raccoons will eat and be 
vaccinated against rabies. 
 

VIII. Council Committee Reports 
A. Public Works/Refuse/Sewers (DPW): Mr. Warren 

1. Mr. Warren provided an update on his walkthrough with DPW. 
One discussion point that the Committee will take up is where to 
dispose of leaves for the leaf season. 

2.  Mr. Warren will be meeting with Matt Pitsch to go over 
upcoming projects. 

3. There is potentially a need for new doors and roof on the 
Borough Building.  

4. Mr. Warren is interested in doing an audit of existing assets 
including buildings and green spaces to inventory on what may need 
updated/replaced/repaired. 

 
B. Budget/Finance/Pension/Grants: Dave Matlin 

1. Mr. Matlin discussed the street closure process and shared a 
draft street closure permit and asked for feedback after last meeting. A 
revised version was shared. With respect to trash barrels, DPW will 
need advance notice as well as to make sure that DPW is able to 
accommodate the request for trash cans. The suggestion was made 
that the person hosting the event contributes to the police presence 



and/or DPW participation. The street closure permit is meant to be a 
checklist to make sure that due diligence has been done. Mayor 
Ricupero raised his concern that it may dissuade people from hosting 
events in the Borough if there are too many fees/lack of access to public 
spaces such as Borough building restrooms. There was discussion on 
whether there are differences between commercial versus non-profits 
or events that are open to the public versus private events. The issue of 
scheduling was discussed in terms of coming before Council, 
coordinating with DPW and the police department. The suggestion was 
made to have two forms – one for in Business District and one for 
residential areas.  

2. Mr. Matlin provided an overview of the VOPP Trail plans. 
 

C. Ordinances: Trish Hredzak-Showalter 
1. Ms. Hredzak-Showalter provided an update the effort to revises 

a comprehensive fee schedule. There was a brief discussion on the 
food truck ordinance and the fee schedule and the issue of how the 
Borough can enforce the fee. Zoning Heard Board fees were discussed 
and how the fees can cover the expenses for applicants. 

2. Ms. Hredzak-Showalter presented recommendation from the 
Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP)m, which includes 
recommendation in the Business District, Riverbank  Park and other 
general priorities. 

3. There was a discussion on whether individual businesses can 
have designated parking in front of their businesses.  

 
D. Fire/Police: Ray Suchevich 

1. Mr. Suchevich stated he talked with Matt Pitsch about a tree that 
a resident would  like cut down that is in the right of way. 

2. There is a Toys for Tots in July; toys are being collected at the 
fire department. 
 

E. Parks/Rec – Janet LoAlbo 
1. Ms. LoAlbo gave an update on the work at Cribbs Field. The 

bathrooms will remain locked until the cameras are working. 
2. Cars 3 will be the Movie in the Park 

 
F. Communication -Sylvia Provenza 

1. Working on next newsletter; call for advertising and articles. This 
is the autumn newsletter. 

2. Tickets for Kennywood were sold and it was a success. 
3. Car cruise will be Saturday, August 14 and is the 25th 

anniversary. 
4. Historical Society has a trip to Clayton House. 
5. Twin Boro Ministries will host grab and go dinner at Methodist 

Church. 
 
IX. Reports of Special Committees 



A. There is no ALOM update. 
B. There is no COG update.  

 
X. Comments from the Public 

A. Rhea Homa shared her contact information in case people are interested in 
assisting with planting. 

B. Dan Showalter shared that he has experience with food trucks and provided 
his insights about fees for food trucks. 

C. Vince Flotta 323 Penn Street commented on the pavilion at Cribbs. He 
suggested reaching out to RAA and including them at the walkthrough with 
Matt Pitsch. 

D. Kim Roller asked for clarification about why there is a fee for food trucks. 
 

XI. Adjourn 
A. Motion to adjourn: Ms. Provenza 1st ,Mr. Suchevich 2nd ; passed unanimously 


