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Minutes 
Council Workshop Meeting 

Tuesday, May 25, 2021 
 

Approved October 12, 2021 
 

I. Call to Order 
A. The meeting was called to order by Nancy Carpenter  

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
III. Roll Call 

A. Nancy Carpenter 
B. Dave Matlin 
C. Janet LoAlbo 
D. Sylvia Provenza 
E. Ray Suchevich 
F. Mike Forbeck  
G. Trish Hredzak-Showalter 
H. David Ricupero 

 
IV. Registered Comments from the Public 

A. Kelli Rodriguez re: Cat control problem was registered. Ms. Rodriguez was 
unable to attend due to work emergency and Ms. Hredzak-Showalter presented 
Ms. Rodriguez’s comments. There was an effort to trap cats before they become 
pregnant but the effort failed so there are many kittens and cats at this time. 
There was a reminder that there is an ordinance prohibiting the feeding of wild 
and non-domestic animals. There was a discussion on how to stop the feeding 
of feral animals as there is one resident in particular that is feeding many cats. 
The ideas were presented to possibly engage the police department and/or 
code enforcement. The decision was made to have the police department assist 
in the effort. 
 

V. Any additional agenda items 
A. Mayor’s Association Conference was added by Mr. Ricupero 
B. Donations to the Garden Club was added by Mr. Ricupero 
C. Amendment to the GTRP grant was added by Mr. Matlin 
D. Letter from Verona Garden Club was added by Dr. Carpenter 

 
VI. Comments from the Public 

A. Sean McGonagle (713 East Railroad), proprietor of Pittsburgh Event Center, 
spoke about the business and how the street parking has impacted their 
business. A client of theirs was upset because they were unable to access the 
parking lot and street parking because of a road closure. Mr. Ricupero 
discussed some options for meeting the needs of the business while at the 
same time closing off part of the street for a known road closure on June 5, 
August 14 and September 18. The comment was made that the event space 
books three to six months in advance. 
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VII. Reports and Correspondence 
A. President’s Report - Nancy Carpenter  

1. Introduction of Lisa Jensen as a person who will be assisting the 
Borough 

2. Dr. Carpenter informed the public that the process of hiring a 
new Borough Secretary is underway though there is nothing definitive to 
report. 

3. There is an upcoming Zoning Hearing Board meeting on May 26 
and make a motion to recess until June 30 to allow time to send certified 
letters and to follow the correct process. 

4. Update on the copier situation from the last meeting. The 
shipping costs could range from approximately $450 to $700 dollars. 
The copied could also be purchased for $1,521 and the Borough could 
keep the machine. 

a. Dr. Carpenter asked for a motion to spend the $1,521 to 
purchase the machine.  Mr. Matlin 1st, Ms. Hredzak-Showalter 2nd, 
vote passed unanimously 

5. Dr. Carpenter reported that the credit card payment service be 
canceled because it was never used. This saved the Borough over $80 
per month for many years. 

6. Verona Garden Club submitted a letter of thanks to Council, 
Mayor, local businesses, DPW, and Verona Police for the Botany and 
Booze event. 

 
B. Mayor’s Report – David Ricupero 

1. Selling of police car – Mayor Ricupero requested a motion to 
allow the Borough to sell the white car as the Borough does not need a 
fourth police vehicle. 

a. Ms. Provenza 1st, Mr. Forbeck 2nd, vote passed unanimously 
2. Update on farm-to-table giveaway 
3. Memorial Day parade will include a flyover of military plane 
4. Banners should not be on the gazebo/pavilion long term. 
5. Veteran’s banners – all 25 were sold and the proceeds will benefit 

the Garden Club 
6. Mayor’s Conference will be held locally; Mr. Ricupero requested 

that the registration be paid as well as a few other items to be discussed 
at the next meeting on June 8. 
 

VIII. Council Committee Reports 
A. Public Works/Refuse/Sewers (DPW): Mr. Forbeck 

a. Thank you to DPW for hanging the signs 
b. Paper recycling event is going to happen but the details are still 

being worked out as one of the vendors in going through a re-
organization right now. The comment was made that non-
residents are also using the recycling bins. 



Page 3 of 5 
 

c. Aluminum can collections – Mr. Forbeck spoke to a local artist to 
make an attractive sign for the aluminum cans. The Scouts sort 
the cans and the Borough takes the cans to the scrap yard.  

d. Discussion of the options for dumpster for use near the old salt 
shed. The options are not clear cut because some are standard 
fees and others charge additional fees over five tons. There are 
also fees if there is pickup less than once per months. Penn 
Waste is the most cost effective under some conditions and other 
conditions lead to Waste Management being most cost effective. 
There was a discussion of the options and the pricing structure. 
All options are three years contracts. The contracts will be sent to 
Craig Alexander for review to see if that would assist in making 
the decision. Also, Mr. Forbeck will speak with DPW to see if they 
have input into the best option given typical volumes. 
 

B. Budget/Finance/Pension/Grants: Dave Matlin 
1. PMRS adoption agreement was sent out to Council for review. 

The Plan needed reinstated and adoption agreement retroactive to 
November 2020. An ordinance is needed to pass. It is a continuation of 
the current plan. Mr. Alexander reviewed it. Motion to advertise the 
ordinance to Mr. Matlin 1st, Ms. LoAlbo 2nd, passed unanimously 

2. Correction to the GTRP – the match is actually $27,570, which is 
about $5,000 more than what was previously presented. The options are 
to increase Borough spending for the match or to reduce the scope by 
$30,000 to $40,000 to keep the approved match the same. Motion to 
increase the match amount Mr. Matlin 1st, Mr. Suchevich 2nd, passed 
unanimously 
 

C. Ordinances: Trish Hredzak-Showalter 
1. Update on BIU services and processes. BIU is not really under 

contact to do zoning or to be the Zoning Officer for the Borough. 
Council members can be the Zoning Officer or Matt Pitsch could be the 
appointed Zoning Officer. Discussion was had around having Mr. Pitsch 
serve as the Zoning Officer in the interim until a more permanent 
solution can be determined. There was a discussion of the role of the 
Zoning Officer in terms of what falls/does not fall under the role. The 
candidate hired for the Borough Secretary may be able to fill this role. 

2. Forms were updated and put on the website though we may 
need to replace some of the Borough’s form with the BIU forms. 

3. Discussion of ongoing plan to have a more robust, proactive 
code enforcement of issues such as weed control. The idea to have an 
electronic tip sheet could help the Borough capture issues in the 
community and have it remain anonymous.  

4. There was a discussion about the responsiveness/communication 
of BIU; Ms. Hredzak-Showalter talked through this recently and found 
out that more senior BIU inspectors are working with him to remedy the 
timeliness issues. 

5. Update on color choices for the welcome signs to the Borough 
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D. Fire/Police: Ray Suchevich 

1. Mr. Suchevich asked about the Borough’s contract with Ms. 
Susan Hockenberry and an update was provided.  

2. Mr. Suchevich asked if Council was going to cancel workshop 
meetings for the summer. There was a discussion on if this the best path 
at this time. 

3. There are no updates related to Fire and Police Departments. 
 

E. Parks/Rec – Janet LoAlbo 
1. Announcement that Movies in the Park will continue this summer. 
2. Concern among residents has been parking on Arch Street near 

Riverside Park. There was a discussion of how parking needs can be met, 
particularly handicap spaces because there is a need for handicap spots 
near the park. Mr. Suchevich  discussed “flex posts” that are reflectors 
that can be installed in the yards to help prevent the yards of residents. 
There is a 18 inch guide that is installed flush with the yard and it acts as 
a sleeve for the flex posts. The comment was also made that there is now 
limited parking for the playground because of pickleball players using 
the available parking. There was also discussion of permit parking 
and/or parking lines be painted and the possibility of reaching out to 
PennDOT’s technical assistance for road issues. 
 

F. Communication -Sylvia Provenza 
1. Working on next newsletter; call for advertising and articles. 
2. Thank you to Chamber of Commerce for donation to Garden 

Club for the sale of the banners and for Botany and Booze. 
3. All six students who interviewed for a scholarship will be awarded 

funds upon graduation. 
4. Kennywood tickets will be sold; details to follow. 
5. Car cruise will be Saturday, August 14 and is the 25th anniversary. 
6. Historical Society has a trip to Laurel Caverns scheduled. 
7. Twin Boro Ministries will host grab and go dinner at Methodist 

Church. 
8. Botany and Booze was an excellent event. Thank you to residents 

and businesses to donate the baskets and gift cards. 
 

IX. Reports of Special Committees 
A. ALOM is still working on conference that is coming up soon. 
B. There are no comments related to the COG.  

 
X. Comments from the Public 

A. Vince Flotta 323 Penn Street spoke about the doggy waste stations. There was a 
discussion about installation of doggy waste stations. There was a concern that 
dogs should not be in the playground and so no doggy waste station should be 
in there. Mr. Flotta is looking to finalize the waste station locations. The waste 
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stations contain bags and a location for used bags. The stations will be cleaned 
regularly by Doggy Daycare. Motion to accept the proposed locations for 
doggy waste stations in Cribbs field: Mr. Forbeck 1st Ms. LoAlbo 2nd , passed 
unanimously. Motion to accept the proposed locations for doggy waste stations 
in Railroad Park: MS. Hredzak-Showalter 1st Ms. LoAlbo 2nd, passed 
unanimously. Motion to accept waste station location near Riverbank Park: Mr. 
Suchevich 1st Mr. Forbeck 2nd; passed unanimously  

B. Stephanie Garibay provided an update on the upcoming farmers’ market and 
how Covid protocols have evolved. 
 

XI. Adjourn 
A. Motion to adjourn: Ms. Provenza 1st ,Mr. Suchevich 2nd ; passed unanimously 


