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Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Academy Conversion 
Please find attached to this newsletter a letter to parents both current and prospective, from Star 
Academies. 
 
Star Curriculum and Option Choices  
As we move to complete our conversion to become part of the Star Academy Trust we have revised our 
school curriculum to fufil the requirements of the Trust. At Fearns Community Sports College we have 
embraced the academic, but rounded, education that gives our pupils the best possible chance to 
succeed.  Pupils now have less options to choose as academic subjects leading to the English 
Baccalaureate are at the core of our secondary curriculum but there is a vocational option for all pupils 
providing a broad and balanced curriculum.  For our SEND pupils alternative curriculum opportunities 
including ASDAN will be offered.  We believe that this will best equip our pupils for the pathways that 
lead to university, the professions and success in whatever career they eventually choose.  We are 
determined that our pupils will compete on equal terms with those coming from the most privileged 
circumstances. 
 
Pupils currently in Year 8 will study: 
GCSE English Language 
GCSE English Literature 
GCSE Mathematics 
GCSE Combined Science 
GCSE Religious Studies 
VCert Health & Fitness 
GCSE French 
Option Choices 
GCSE History or GCSE Geography 
VCert Interactive or Creative iMedia, Btec Performing Arts or VCert Art & Design 
 
Pupils currently in Year 9 are studying/will be studying: 
GCSE English Language 
GCSE English Literature 
GCSE Mathematics 
GCSE Combined Science 
GCSE Religious Studies 
VCert Health & Fitness 
GCSE French 
GCSE History or GCSE Geography 
Option Choices 
VCert Interactive or Creative iMedia or VCert Art & Design 
 
Year 10 
Please find attached a list of topics to revise along with some useful websites for pupils in Year 10.  This 
has been produced to assist pupils to prepare for their mock exams which commence on Monday 17th 
June.  The Year 10 exam timetable is available to view on the school website and all pupils will receive 
their own copy too. 
 



 
As part of the Safeguarding programme in school Year 9 and Year 10 pupils spent Wednesday afternoon 
learning about the government action on the Run, Hide, Tell initiative.  This initiative aims to empower 
young people to keep themselves safe should they face a situation in any public place linked to terrorism 
or gun/knife attacks.  The pupils had the opportunity to share responses, ask questions and understand 
the clear government guidance on how to respond.  Years 7 and 8 will experience a similar session on 
Wednesday 12th June.  The aim of this session is to advise and ensure that our young people know how 
to keep themselves safe in different situations and places they may visit. 
 
Following staff training on ‘KOOTH’ please find attached a letter containing further information on this 
initiative. 
 
This week we have agreed and shared with pupils a set of classroom non-negotiables which we hope will 
support our journey in continuing to improve teaching and learning.  As teachers, pupils, parents and 
carers we need to work collaboratively if we are going to be successful. 
 
 
Our Classroom Non-Negotiables: 

 I will arrive at my lessons sensibly and on time to be greeted by my teacher. 
 I will be organised and ready to begin the starter task immediately. 
 I will show manners and respect in the way that I listen and speak to others.  
 I will do my best to understand the meaning and purpose of the learning. 
 I will work hard and do my best to engage with the variety of activities which my teacher has 

planned.  
 I will take pride in my work.  
 I will respond positively to challenge.  
 I will be ready to share my learning and progress with others.  
 I will leave the classroom sensibly when instructed to do so by the teacher.  

 
 
Year 10 Gateways trip 
A group of Year 10 pupils visited Manchester University on Wednesday this week as part of the Gateways 
Project.  The aim is to give pupils an insight into life at the university and as the pupils progress through 
school they visit each year and are given a taster of what is 
on offer and have the opportunity to get involved.  They 
compete against teams from other schools by completing a 
task which has been set for them and this time the group 
came out on top even though they had 5 members less 
than any of the other schools.  Well done to Delta Eaton, 
George King, Shelley Newell, Cameron Seldon, Chloe 
Shepherd, Kalumn Ridgway and Harvey Wademan.  All of 
the pupils are a credit to the school, they had a super day.  
Thank you to Mrs Bollard-Wilkes and Mr Gibbons for 
organising the trip and taking the pupils. 

 
 
Year 7 Blackpool Zoo trip 
A reminder to parents of Year 7 pupils who are going on the Blackpool Zoo 
trip on Monday 10th June.  Pupils may come in non-uniform for the day but 
please bear in mind that they will be outside for most of the day therefore 
need to wear comfortable shoes and have a waterproof coat with them just in 
case!  Pupils may bring a packed lunch or money to buy lunch there.  They will 
be leaving school at 9am and should return by 3pm. 
 



 
POWAR the council for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities have 
created a survey for young people with SEND to share what they think is the top issue for them.  Once 
the results are in POWAR will create a campaign to raise awareness of and tackle the issue.  POWAR 
would like to hear the voice of children and young people through this survey and ask that you share it 
with your child/young person so POWAR can hear as many views as possible. 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/EmPOWAR  
For more information about the POWAR council please visit 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/youthzone/need-to-know/powar-participation-group/ and get in contact 
if your child/young person would like to get involved.  New members are always welcome! 
 
 

  
Bert the Bookworm Recommends… 
A Good Day for Climbing Trees by Jaco Jacobs 
This is our Book of the Month for June.  A quirky, charming and very funny tale that has 
a real emotional punch. 
Sometimes, in the blink of an eye, you do something that changes your life forever.  
Like climbing a tree with a girl you don’t know. 
Marnus is tired of feeling invisible, living in the shadow of his two brothers.  But when a 
girl called Leila turns up on their doorstep one morning with a petition, it’s the start of 
an unexpected adventure. 
 
 
Numeracy Question 
 

The answer to the last numeracy question is 19. 
 

This week’s numeracy question is:  Some small sweets, rather like smarties, 
are packed into cylindrical tubs of the same height.  The tub of diameter 
10cm holds about 800 sweets.  How many sweets would you expect in a tub 
of diameter 15cm? 
 

 
Thank you for your continued support.   
 
 
 

Mrs H Stead 
Headteacher 
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