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Welcome! 

Hello and welcome to the fifth edition of 

the We Are Reading newsletter, with a 

theme on Christmas and Celebrations. 

We know this is a busy time of year and we 

are sure that your end of term productions 

are well under way. 

There is also the joy of Christmas parties and 

festivities. 

We continue to be delighted at the range 

and quality of reading experiences that are 

taking place across the county. 

Early indications for the new Ofsted frame-

work suggests that reading will be a contin-

ued focus. This is quite right as we know the 

life chances that reading can give to all our 

young people. 

There are many reading events and festi-

vals that are planned through the year. The 

list shown on page 2 may help you plan 

ahead to celebrate the reading events 

which best suit your school. 

In this newsletter, there are many ideas for 

developing reading from our colleagues within the LA as well as a continued stream 

of good practice from schools and settings. 

Thank you again for sharing these with us. 
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Submit an Article 

Thank you for all the articles you have been sending to us. Please continue to share your 

good practice by e-mailing WeAreReading@lancashire.gov.uk. If you wish to supply an im-

age, please make sure you have proper permissions*. If you provide a Twitter account 

name for your school, it will appear with your article. Please note: articles should be limited 

to 200 words and can include only one image. 

Issue Term  Theme    Deadline 

6 Spring 1 Nature/Eco    31 January 2019 

7 Spring 2  Celebrations     22 March 2019 

*by submitting an article with an image, you confirm that you have the rights and permissions to use the image you included, 

and that you give permission for Lancashire County Council to use this image for the purpose of publishing this newsletter. 

Co-ordinating Schools List 

District  Co-ordinating Primary School  

1 Bowerham Community Primary   

2 Northfold Community Primary   

4 Heyhouses Endowed CE Primary   

6 Alston Lane Catholic Primary   

7 St Catherine's Catholic, Leyland   

8 Ormskirk Asmall  

9 Lancaster Lane Community   

11 Balderstone St Leonard's   

12 Rosewood Primary   

13 Coates Lane Primary   

14 St James-the-Less Catholic Primary 

District Co-ordinating Secondary School  

1 Central Lancaster High School   

2 Millfield Science & Performing Arts 

4 Lytham St Anne's College  

6 St Cecilia's RC College  

7 Penwortham Girls' High School   

8 Our Lady Queen of Peace   

9 Parklands High School   

11 St Augustine's RC High School 

12 Sir John Thursby Community   

13 Pendle Vale College   

14 Fearns Community Sports College  

 

More details on the back page... 

 

National Events Calendar 

January 2019 

18th Jan– Winnie the Pooh Day 

26th Jan to 2nd Feb – National Storytelling Week 

February 2019 

14th Feb – International Book Giving Day 

26th Feb – National Tell a Fairy Tale Day 

March 2019 

7th Mar – World Book Day 

7th Mar - Blue Peter Book Awards Winners an-

nounced 

18th to 24th Mar – Shakespeare Week 

20th Mar – World Storytelling Day 

21st Mar – World Poetry Day 

April 2019 

2nd Apr – International Childrens Book Day 

23rd Apr – World Book Night 

29th Apr to 5th May 2019 - Children's Book Week 

(100th Anniversary) 

May 2019 

All throughout May – National Share a Story Month 

25th May – Elmer's 30th Birthday 

June 2019 

National Bookstart Week 

July & August 2019 

Summer Reading Challenge 
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Author Visits 

Author visits into school provide invaluable opportu-

nities to give pupils an overview into the creative 

process of writing. They help pupils understand the 

hard work and dedication that goes into writing a 

book as well as giving them the opportunity to meet 

and relate to authors themselves as real people. A 

successful visit can help enthuse and inspire pupils 

to read and perhaps encourage them to try texts 

they wouldn't ordinarily choose. In addition, 

it can motivate and inspire them to write. 

Many schools have already had author visits 

this year and we are pleased that several of 

you have shared these experiences with We 

Are Reading.  If you have a visit booked for 

the future, we would be delighted to hear 

about these too.  

Benefits of an author visit:  

1. Motivation – Listening to an author encourages pupils to read more widely 

2. Personal Connection - Authors are seen as real people and pupils can relate to 

them 

3. Creativity – pupils can see the creative process in action 

4. Inspiration – pupils are inspired to write and create their own texts 

5. Dedication – Pupils understand the hard work and dedication required to be an 

author 

If you would like advice about organising an 

author visit into school please contact the 

schools' library service on: 

preston.sls@lancashire.gov.uk 

Some of the author visits that have taken 

place in school already are shown here. You 

can read more about them in this edition of 

the newsletter.  



 

WE ARE READING | ISSUE 5 | Autumn 2  2018 

 

4 

Shelf Help Reading Scheme 
Amy Niven, Bibliotherapy Officer for LMCR (Li-

braries, Museums, Culture & Registrars) 

The Shelf Help Reading Scheme pro-

vides 13-18 year olds with a set of 35 

books endorsed by young people with 

first-hand experience of mental health 

issues. Topics include anxiety, depres-

sion, self-harm and eating disorders as 

well as difficulties of life such as bullying 

and school/exam pressure.  

All of these books are available to loan 

free from any Lancashire library. We cur-

rently have 8 of these books also availa-

ble as eBooks from the BorrowBox app 

which is also free for anyone with a Lan-

cashire library card.  You can get a li-

brary card at your local library or you 

can register online at https://www.lan-

cashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/li-

braries/library-services/?page=2 

Lancashire libraries are trying to reach 

more young people with this scheme so 

if you have any ideas about how we 

could promote this scheme in schools - 

we have copies of A4 posters and 

plasma screen posters that we can offer 

for free. 

If you are interested and would like 

more information, please contact 

amy.niven@lancashire.gov.uk or click 

the following web link: https://capita-

discovery.co.uk/lanca-

shire/lists/78cf94a6-be2f-459b-85f3-

66206f060485 

Learn how to speak cat 
Sally-Anne Fraser, School Library Service, Preston 

Is someone in your class desperate to 

learn how to speak cat? Or to attend 

Jedi Academy? Or to be transported to 

a world of wizards and witches? 

Whenever we visit schools to deliver our 

'We Are Reading' workshops, one of the 

most striking aspects is the range of gen-

res and topics children will choose when 

presented with a box of shiny new titles.   

Why not use your short term loans this 

spring to treat your class to one of our 

'We Are Reading' book boxes?  

The boxes include a selection of ap-

proximately thirty new fiction and non-

fiction titles and can be tailored for Key 

Stage 1 or Key stage 2. Simply add 'We 

Teaching & Learning Section 
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Are Reading' book box to the descrip-

tion when you order your spring loans. 

If you would like more information, 

please contact us on 01772 534045 or by 

email on prestonsls.lancashire.gov.uk . 

Practical Ideas for poetry 
Steph Johnson, Teaching & Learning Consult-

ant, Monitoring and Intervention Team 

This popular poem is an ideal stimulus for 

keeping children focused on learning, 

and practising skills, amidst the Christ-

mas business of productions, carol ser-

vices, parties, etc. common during the 

last two weeks of the autumn term 

(please see the We Are Reading News-

letter Autumn 2 School Portal posting for 

more information). Please note that 

space is limited so these are 'snapshot' 

learning ideas and should be embed-

ded alongside clear learning objectives 

and appropriate differentiation. You 

may want to adapt/uplevel ideas from 

a different phase to use with your own. 

This poem is referenced in the Lanca-

shire English Y5 Autumn 2 Unit – Food 

Glorious Food – where there is much 

more detail on how to use a classic 

poem within a full teaching sequence. 

There are also practical ideas for teach-

ing poetry in every year group from Y1 

to Y6 within the other unit booklets 

which can be found at https://lccse-

cure.lancashire.gov.uk/lpds/publica-

tions.asp?subject=ENG  
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Teaching & Learning Update 
Nicola Martin, Senior Teaching & Learning Con-

sultants, LPDS 

To celebrate the We Are Reading cam-

paign, the Primary English and Literacy 

team are delighted to announce that 

there will be a Reading conference tak-

ing place on the 13th March 2019 at 

County Hall, Preston.  In attendance will 

be Bob Cox, author of the 'Opening 

Doors' book series and the Shakespeare 

Schools Foundation.  For more on the 

Conference details please click here 

We have also presented the Primary 

Subject Leader Network this term for 

which we produced a Powerpoint 

handout.  

For more information, please check the 

We Are Reading Autumn 2 Newsletter 

School Portal posting. 

Teenage Picks 
Anne Kenworthy, Secondary School Improve-

ment Consultant 

Autumn.."season of mists" has gone and 

we are in Winter! What better time to 

find a warm spot and curl up with a 

book. Not the easiest sell to our teenag-

ers I know. Willing parents will do their 

best to include a book as a Christmas 

stocking filler. Why not send home a sug-

gested list to prompt and support them- 

you never know, we may have some 

converts to reading over the holidays.  

There are lots of places to go for sugges-

tions - here are some links which may 

help. The Booktrust are always reliable 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-

lists/t/teenage-christmas-books/; 

WHSmith goes here 

https://blog.whsmith.co.uk/our-christ-

mas-top-picks-ya-and-teen-books/ and 

of course the shortlists from the Lanca-

shire Book of the Year Competition are 

always a good bet https://www.lanca-

shire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/li-

braries/lancashires-book-of-the-year/ 

(this link will take you to the archive of 

shortlisted books)- remember these 

have been selected by teenagers 

themselves. Don't forget to remind par-

ents that non-fiction is a good way in , 

especially for boys. Christmas is a good 

time for new biographies and autobiog-

raphies! 

Best wishes everyone for a restful Christ-

mas - Keep Reading! 

Giving is a good idea 
Anne Conroy, Early Years Consultant 

According to re-

search 1 in 8 dis-

advantaged chil-

dren in the UK 

don’t have a 

book of their own. 

By the time they 

are teenagers, 

these children will be years behind their 



 

Autumn 2 2018 | ISSUE 5 | WE ARE READING  

 

7 

peers in the classroom – an inequality 

most won’t recover from. As Christmas is 

the time of giving it is a good idea to 

look out for opportunities to get in-

volved in campaigns and projects that 

strive to provide books for all children in 

all circumstances. 

Find out more about the National Liter-

acy Trust Christmas Stories campaign at 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/1-8-dis-

advantaged-children-uk-dont-own-sin-

gle-book/. 

Book trust 'Time to 

read' runs over 

the year and en-

courages parents 

and families to 

get involved and 

make sure that 

more children 

own their own books in the future. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-

do/programmes-and-campaigns/time-

to-read/. 

Make books central to fun Christmas ac-

tivities using ideas like a Christmas 'book' 

calendar. 
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Co-ordinating Schools 

Bookshop Visit Prize 
Haslingden High, District 14 

Before the summer holidays we applied 

to the Siobhan Dowd Trust for some 

funding to take some of our students on 

a bookshop spree to help restock our li-

brary and also provide encouragement 

to our more reluctant readers! We were 

fortunate enough to be awarded the 

sum of £400 and on the 10th October 

seven students and two staff members 

set off in a minibus to spend our prize 

money! 

One of the criteria of the prize is to take 

your students to experience browsing 

for books in an independent bookshop. 

We chose the wonderful Ebb & Flo 

Bookshop in Chorley and the staff there 

were so helpful in helping our students 

choose. It is also a lovely comfy place to 

spend some time. 

We came back to school with over 70 

new books which will now be added to 

our library - everyone is very excited to 

start reading them! 

Day of Reading 
District 2 Primaries 

Primary Schools in District 2 held a ‘Day 

of Reading’ on 21st September, offering 

pupils and staff an opportunity to in-

dulge in the pleasures of reading. Chil-

dren enthusiastically generated their 

own ideas on how they wanted to 

spend the day, and shared their favour-

ite books and authors widely.  

Activities ranged from reading outdoors 

(although the weather proved a chal-

lenge on the day), to investigating the 

pros and cons of speed-reading with 

‘time trials’. Parents also joined in by 

sending special books into school for 

children to talk about in presentations to 

friends, explaining what it is about their 

books which excite and inspire us.  

Some schools dressed up for the day, 

some set up a ‘buddy’ system whereby 

older and younger children paired up to 

share their favourite stories. One school 

unveiled their new reading area com-

plete with new beanbags to help chil-

dren relax and enjoy reading.  



 

Autumn 2 2018 | ISSUE 5 | WE ARE READING  

 

9 

The day was a real success in promoting 

reading as a positive, pleasurable expe-

rience, evidenced by the number of 

people who have asked to do it again. 

Tales on the Turf 
District 12 Primaries 

The children and staff from district 12 

had a fantastic time at our Tales on the 

Turf event on Tuesday 20th November.  

Over 70 children came to our event 

which took place at Burnley Football 

Club.  We were supported by storyteller 

Rogan Mills, author Sarah Roberts, Car-

oline Greenhalgh-Baxter from Lanca-

shire School Library Service, Helen Pres-

ton from Coal Clough Library and hosts 

Burnley Football Club.  The children took 

part in multiple story-based workshops 

throughout the day meeting Wee Willie 

Winkie, Mr Twit himself and discovered a 

huge jellyfish lurking in the James Har-

greaves suite! 

The children were also treated to a sta-

dium tour as part of the day where each 

child received a brand new book which 

they shared in our ‘Get your book out in 

the dug out!’ workshop.   

The day was a huge success and we 

look forward to the next one! 

CPD Day with James Clement 
District 12 

We have been very busy in District 12 

this half term!  We initially held a CPD 

event sponsored by Oxford University 

Press at Turf Moor which was attended 

by over 90 members of staff from across 

our district.  The reading expert James 

Clements delivered an engaging and 

inspiring CPD day speaking about Build-

ing an Outstanding Reading School and 

Meeting the Challenges of the National 

Curriculum.  We have had lots of posi-

tive feedback from this and many 

schools took away his resources to de-

liver to staff and implement in school. 
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Scrapbooking 
District 12 

District 12 are continuing to share good 

practice between schools.  Each school 

has been given a scrapbook to docu-

ment the different ways they celebrate 

reading.  This has been shared between 

schools and offered new and innova-

tive ideas of how to promote reading for 

pleasure.  We have recently focused on 

engaging parents with reading; from 

this we will implement some of the suc-

cessful initiatives delivered in neighbour-

ing schools.  

We Are Reading Everywhere 
District 12 

In district 12 we asked the children to en-

ter a competition over the summer holi-

days called 'We are reading every-

where'. The children had to have a pic-

ture taken reading in a different place. 

Each school picked a winner from EYFS, 

KS1, LKS2 and UKS2. The children were 

presented with prizes in their schools. 

The four winners from each school were 

then invited to Barden Primary school to 

an awards afternoon. We had a lovely 

afternoon eating cakes, drinks and we 

are reading biscuits whilst being enter-

tained by a storyteller. We had a special 

visit from Bertie Bee who presented our 

four overall winners with their book to-

kens.  
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School Projects 

Nurseries 

Room on the Broom Day 
District 12 Nurseries 

Ightenhill, Rosegrove, Rockwood, Reed-

ley Hallows, Taywood and Basnett Street 

Nursery all took part in ‘Room On The 

Broom Day’. This was held on 31st Octo-

ber 2018. 

All the Nursery Schools shared the story 

with the children and completing activ-

ities based around the story to develop 

understanding of the story and a love of 

reading. 

Some of the activities included: dressing 

up, making potions, creating our own 

stories, a cinema experience watching 

Room On the Broom and retelling the 

story using puppets and following a trail 

in Forest School to find items from the 

story to retell the story. 

Staff and children enjoyed the day and 

learning around the story continued fol-

lowing the children’s interests. 

Primary Schools 

Beautiful Book Tree 
St. Matthew's CE Primary, Preston 

As part of the ‘We are Reading’ cam-

paign, our library has had a makeover 

and now features a beautiful book tree, 

which was inspired by the children and 

made by a very talented member of 

staff! We are very proud of the library, 

which is used by every class in the 

school weekly. We now have library at 

lunchtimes, so children can enjoy books 

and write reviews which are posted in 

school for others to read.  
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We have also allocated time to the 

campaign by timetabling in class novel 

time. The children love this and relish be-

ing read to.  

We are developing a team of reading 

volunteers to read aloud their favourite 

stories with us; the volunteers enjoy this 

special time as much as the children do. 

Staff, governors, parents and children 

have also been sending in their reading 

‘selfies’, these are displayed throughout 

school. We have this term re-introduced 

our reading for pleasure challenge 

where children can collect points in ex-

change for a prize. 

Westmorland Display 
Yealand Primary School 

At Yealand Primary School we have 

been continuing our love of reading 

throughout the curriculum.   

Every year the whole school attends the 

Westmorland County Show and displays 

a table in the Learning for Life tent. 

There the school can showcase the 

lovely work that has been created in 

school.  

This year the children decided that the 

theme would be ‘It’s a Bug’s life’ which 

fitted in with the work everyone has 

done to improve the outside area. Using 

books to inspire the learning about mini-

beasts, Little Owls (EYFS) and Robin Class 

(KS1) began reading lots of the ‘That’s 

not my…’ books including ‘That’s not 

my Bee’. The children loved them so 

much that they decided to make their 

own version of these books based on 

insects that they had in the Bug Hotel 

and the Butterfly garden at school. They 

had to think very carefully about the 

adjectives they used to describe them 

and the materials that they used. In 

Swallow Class (KS2) they wrote poems 

based on ‘What am I?’ All of this work is 

now in the library for everyone to enjoy 

and read. 

Cross-curricular Reading 
Yealand Primary School 

This half term the cross curricular theme 

has continued by reading lots of books 

linked with the different topics in school. 

In Little Owls (EYFS) they are reading 

different books based on families and 

have been thinking about what makes 

families special. In Robin Class (KS1) they 

are learning about Families and have 

been reading books by 2 authors; The 

Happy Families series by Allan Ahlberg 

and books about family members by 
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Anthony Browne such as My Dad and 

My Mum. 

In Swallow Class (KS2) 

the theme is ‘Carnival 

of the Animals’. They 

have been reading 

the Jungle Book as a 

whole class and in 

Guided Reading 

sessions they have 

been reading books about Foxes such 

as Midnight Fox and Fantastic Mr Fox. 

Investigating and studying the different 

animals through reading and sharing 

the children are designing and making 

animal masks to wear during a dance 

performance which will be 

accompanied by music that the 

children have written collectively based 

around the animal theme. 

Bowley Scout Camp 
St. Mary's Clayton-le-Moors 

Our school thoroughly enjoyed their visit 

to the 'We Are Reading' festival at Bow-

ley Scout Camp last month. They came 

back enthused about the authors they 

had met and the various workshops 

they had taken part in, all aimed at pro-

moting a love of reading. We now have 

brand new reading areas in each class 

that are centred around the children's 

interests. Our next steps are to make 

them more interactive and user-friendly 

for our children. We are currently creat-

ing an outdoor eco-classroom made 

entirely of used plastics which will in time 

come with its own recyclable outdoor 

reading area! 

Book Buddy 
Ryelands Primary 

At Ryelands Primary School in Lancaster, 

we have joined the 'Book Buddy' initia-

tive which means that authors sign up to 

support a school by becoming their 

'buddy'.  When they have book signings, 

they ask people to buy an additional 

book which they then donate to the 

school they are supporting.  

Maria Farrer, author of 'Me and Mister P' 

(amongst many other titles) has be-

come our Book Buddy and she has do-
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nated many books to our school al-

ready! She has also led an assembly to 

inspire our pupils and she will be coming 

into school for our upcoming Enterprise 

Christmas Fair (which we are doing to 

raise funds to buy more books). We are 

also looking forward to her leading 

some editing workshops with our pupils.   

If you are interested in signing up to this 

fantastic scheme, more information can 

be found at http://www.book-

buddy.org.uk 

Reading in the Dark 
Brabins Endowed Primary 

On 31st October 2018, the pupils at 

Brabin’s Endowed read in the dark! The 

whole school came together with a per-

sonally chosen reading book and 

armed with a torch!   

Mrs Wallace (Headteacher) read 

‘Funny Bones’ to the children and then, 

they enjoyed a ‘spooky’ paired reading 

session in the dark…  

The children are thoroughly enjoying the 

‘We are Reading’ activities and seem to 

particular enjoy coming together as a 

whole school.  

Tarleton Library Visit 
Merebrow Primary 

Mere Brow CE Primary School were in-

vited by our local library at Tarleton to 

spend an hour learning about books.  

We were given a talk by one of the li-

brarians and learned some fabulous 

facts about numbers of books borrowed 

and visitors to libraries across the coun-

try.  Then we got to explore the different 

sections of the library to see what types 

of different types of books it stocked.   
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We had a great time and drew pictures 

of our favourite book covers.  And fi-

nally, we had the start of a story read to 

us by our teacher.  She chose the chil-

dren’s classic – Frankenstein!  Some of 

the children are now planning to go 

back to the library to borrow some of 

the books they saw.  

Winter Reading 
Treales CE Primary 

The children have chosen these books 

themselves to be part of the Winter 

Scene and love using the Outdoor 

Reading Den. Sadie and Isla particularly 

like reading to the snowman and polar 

bear outside! 

National Poetry Day 
St John's CE Primary, Burscough 

In October, we celebrated National Po-

etry Day. Our classes took inspiration 

from ‘The Lost Words’, a beautiful poetry 

book celebrating the natural world, writ-

ten by Robert McFarlane and illustrated 

by Jackie Morris.  

The children produced their own poems 

in response, which were entered in the 

official National Poetry Day competi-

tion. We are waiting to hear if any of our 

poets won a prize! In school, we have 

awarded prizes to the poems we con-

sidered the best. Each winner received 

a beautiful Nature Journal in which to 

develop their writing talent. 

In preparation for the centenary of the 

end of the First World War, we have 

used some of the funding we received 

from the Peter Lathom Trust to create a 

non-fiction First World War book box for 

the use of Year 5 and Year 6. We are us-

ing the rest of the funding to create 

other non-fiction book boxes for UKS2 on 

non-curriculum topics of interest. This fol-

lows from a successful pilot project in 

the last academic year when, to en-

courage the children’s interest in the 

anniversary of women’s suffrage, we 

created a non-fiction book box with re-

cently published books about women’s 

suffrage world-wide and celebrating 

women’s achievements. 
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Story in a Jar Project 
All Saints' CE Primary 

At All Saints’ CE Primary school in Clay-

ton-Le-Moors, every child in school has 

taken part in our Story in a Jar project.  

The idea is that the children present a 

story they know ‘in a jar’. They were al-

lowed to present the story in a jar using 

objects and pictures, or put clues about 

the plot and characters within the jar. 

Many children also decorated the jar it-

self as part of the project. 

These were brought into the classroom 

and presented to the rest of the class. 

Many classes used this as a great 

Guided Reading stimulus with questions 

being asked to the presenter about the 

content of the books, the clues within 

the jar and the reasons why they en-

joyed the story.   

Many children were inspired to read 

books they hadn’t read based on the 

presentations. The children were 

awarded for imagination, creativity and 

inspiring others to read.   

The children have all thoroughly en-

joyed completing these as part of their 

homework projects and the curriculum 

group have asked that they complete 

one a term! 

Here are just a small selection of the jars, 

ranging from EYFS to Year 6. 

Celebration of Reading 
Manor Beach Primary 

Since signing up to the “we are read-

ing” pledge staff, at Manor Beach Pri-

mary have been focusing on promoting 

reading for pleasure and engaging re-

luctant readers. As a cluster we agreed 

we would hold a ”Celebration of Read-

ing Day” in our own schools.  

We invited the author John Dougherty 

(Stinkbomb & Ketchup-Face) into 

school to deliver a whole school assem-

bly and work with each class/year 

group. This was a great success, John 

came with a wide repertoire of humor-

ous songs, extracts from his books, con-

ducted question and answer sessions 

and the children were able to purchase 

signed copies of his book at the end of 

the day. 
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On the same day we held a Reading 

Café in the afternoon to which parents 

were invited to come into school to 

spend time engaging in reading activi-

ties or reading for pleasure with their 

children whilst enjoying tea/ coffee and 

biscuits. Information about how to sup-

port and encourage their child to read 

at home was readily available. We re-

ceived considerable positive feedback 

from parents and requests for further 

reading cafes. 

In the lead-up to our Celebration of 

Reading Key Stage One also unveiled 

their new reading area which is very 

popular. 

Dragon Egg 
Withnell Fold 

At Withnell Fold we have been given the 

pleasure of exploring the book ‘Tell Me 

a Dragon’.  

The children have found lots of interest-

ing and exciting dragon facts from the 

book and their knowledge was very im-

pressive! Then…We had a very special 

surprise in our class! We discovered that 

it was a dragon egg! (WOW) 

The children were able to explore the 

dragon egg and used great adjectives 

to describe it. We have been taking ex-

tra special care of it and we are going 

to write some instructions to inform oth-

ers how to take care of their own 

dragon egg…should they find one as 

they are extremely rare.  

We have been creating our own drag-

ons and writing descriptions of them. 

Children have used words such as 

unique, special, metallic and scaly to 

describe their dragons and the eggs 

that they hatched from.  

We have also found that dragons love 

music and we will begin to compose our 

own dragon songs.  

It has been fantastic hooking the chil-

dren in and getting them engaged in 

reading and writing. Unfortunately, 

some dragons take 100 years to hatch 

so although we don’t have a dragon to 

show you; we do have a very special 

egg.  

Strictly Come Reading 
Cockerham Parochial CE Primary 

On Saturday 3rd November, Cockerham 

Parochial C.E. Primary School hosted a 

Reading Challenge Day for Able, Gifted 

and Talented children. Entitled ‘Strictly 

Come Reading’, it was organised by 

North West Gifted and Talented (NWGT) 
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and attracted Year 5 and 6 participants 

from as far afield as Liverpool and 

Cheshire.  

The children warmed up with some 

word games and then took part in a 

complex logic investigation which in-

cluded terminology referring to books 

and works of modern and classic fiction. 

They had all brought their favourite 

book along and presented it to the 

group, with many children making notes 

for their future reading lists. 

During the afternoon, the children were 

introduced to malapropisms. They were 

then given a list of ‘Fictional Farewells’ – 

epitaphs for fictional characters, includ-

ing ‘Three bothered, bewildered and 

battered farmers can rest at ease’ and 

‘No more Fridays, man, on your desert 

island’ where they had to deduce who 

the epitaph was for. 

The children all worked well together – 

several were the only representative 

from their school – enjoying themselves 

and demonstrating high levels of inter-

est and perseverance. It was a valuable 

day, providing a lot of inspiration for fu-

ture classroom activities.  

Message from Father 

Christmas 
Huncoat Primary 

At Huncoat Primary School, we have 

launched a reading incentive in the 

countdown to Christmas. Our display 

reads: A Message from Father Christ-

mas: Dear Children of Huncoat, I hear 

you have taken on the challenge of 

reading your way from the North Pole to 

your town. Did you know that the North 

Pole is 2505 miles away from you? If you 

can read that many times before Christ-

mas, there may be a treat coming your 

way! Ho, Ho, Ho!  

We all have our fingers crossed and our 

noses in books, hoping that we can 

make it in time! 

Autumn Extreme Reading 
Christ Church Carnforth 

Over the October half term holidays, we 

invited the children to take part in our 

autumn themed extreme read. The 

children were asked to send in photos of 

themselves reading in extreme places 
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with an autumn theme. They were then 

asked to write a short statement 

explaining what their chosen book was 

and why they liked it.  

Two winners were then chosen to take 

part in a mini workshop at our local 

Carnforth Bookshop finding out about 

how the bookshop works. The children 

were able to choose their own book to 

take home with them, scanning it out of 

the shop through the till and were also 

given a goody bag of books and book 

accessories! 

Snuggle up with a Book 
Rosewood Primary 

Rosewood Primary School recently held 

a ‘Snuggle up with a book’ event with 

storyteller Rogan Mills.  This ticketed 

event was hugely popular helped by 

the promise of mince pies and hot 

chocolate!  The children returned in 

their pyjamas 

to the hall lit 

with Christmas 

lights and 

scattered with 

cushions, 

reading tents 

and blankets.  

Rogan was 

wonderful at 

storytelling and the children were capti-

vated.  Parents also commented on 

how much they enjoyed his parental 

workshop which he delivered during the 

event emphasising the importance of 

storytelling. 

Novel Art Exhibition 
Deepdale Community Primary 

At Deepdale Community Primary 

School, the children began another ex-

citing term by creating wonderful art 

projects for the annual Art Exhibition.  All 

of the art generated was based on the 

current class novel.  Not only did this pro-

vide the children with the opportunity to 

fully engage with the story but to also 

hone their wonderful artistic skills!  Over 

the course of three days, the school 

community visited the Art Exhibition and 

completed the trail, consisting of sixteen 

tricky questions based across the school 

from Nursery up to Year 6.   

Many of the visitors commented on the 

high quality of the art produced and 

asked the children various questions 

about the class novels.  Everyone 

agreed that the projects had been a 

huge success and a motivational start 

to a new academic year as well as the 

continuation of ‘We Are Reading’ 
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across school.  The children at Deep-

dale are now even more excited about 

their reading!   

Raving about Reading 
Walverden Primary 

Over the years we have encouraged 

parents to work with their children 

through our reading cafes. However this 

year it was time to switch things up with 

a Reading Rave! We invited parents into 

school and showed them a variety of 

strategies they could use with their chil-

dren at home.  Our focus was to de-

velop a love of reading and understand 

that you can read anywhere and any-

thing.  

Our school hall was set up like a home 

with a bed, living room and a home-

made reading den. We started the 

morning with a reading rap from our 

very own Snoop Robb (AKA Mrs Robson) 

which the children and parents loved.  

We then had some performance poetry 

from our Year 6’s linked to Remem-

brance Day.  After that we showcased 

a variety of skills and approaches that 

we use in school to develop a love of 

reading. We had story paths with ques-

tions throughout, a physical Bear Hunt 

and children raving about their favour-

ite books and our Reading Ambassa-

dors dressed up and did freeze from fa-

miliar stories for the parents to guess.  

Parents thoroughly enjoyed the morning 

taking away a range of ideas and skills 

to use to enhance their child’s reading.  

A Reading Sleepover 
Salesbury Primary 

Year 5 were invited to bring their camp-

ing gear, books and torches for a read-

ing sleepover on the 23rd Novem-

ber.  We had a great evening – children 

read their favourite parts of their own 

books or gave book reviews.  We rec-

orded these on the green screen to 

transport the children to Harry Potter’s Li-

brary – in their PJs, of course.   Children 

loved solving our Book Trail – pyjama 

clad they searched for classic books, 
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new books and authors, we then chat-

ted about the books to engage them to 

read further.  The opening chapter of 

The Butterfly Lion was read to the chil-

dren followed by a pizza supper.  Then it 

was lights down, torches on and into 

bed for their own reading!  A great night 

– we are reading! 

Reading Toolkits 
St Mary Magdalen's Catholic Primary 

We feel that the one area where we 

could really improve outcomes for some 

children would be to better engage 

some of our parents. 

Over the last few years we have had a 

slight change in the demographic of 

our school and have faced increasing 

challenges in engaging our parents. We 

all know that an adult is far more likely 

to say they struggle with maths or 

spelling than admit that they struggle 

with reading. In fact, in a parent 

questionnaire in the summer 95% of our 

parents said they were confident in 

helping their child with reading.  

We decided to have a complete 

rethink about homework and parental 

engagement. In the summer term we 

piloted a number of different 

approaches to help our parents to help 

their children.  This ranged from working 

alongside their children in class, to invite 

parents in to introduce homework to 

working with targeted families. We 

evaluated all the approaches with the 

parents and used the ideas to put 

together our new approach that we 

have launched this term. 

Please see the We Are Reading Autumn 

2 School Portal posting for more 

information 
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Secondary Schools 

24 Days of Reading 
Millfield Science and Performing Arts College 

Millfield is going to be celebrating 24 

days of reading in December this year. 

Every student who takes a book out 

from the school library in December will 

get a ‘dip’ in the Christmas stocking 

filled with festive treats such as candy 

canes, chocolate coins and Christmas 

themed pens, pencils and rubbers. 

One bookworm per day will be chosen 

to open a door on our giant advent cal-

endar to reveal a recommended Christ-

mas read available to borrow from the 

school library. There will be two instant 

win prizes for the lucky students who 

open the doors concealing David Wal-

liams’ new release ‘The Ice Monster’ 

and ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid 13 – The Melt-

down’ by Jeff Kinney, they will take 

away a brand new copy of the book 

that their door reveals. 

Remembrance Reads 
All Saints High School 

The English department are concentrat-

ing on studying war poetry in lessons 

and class readers include 'Heroes' and 

'Private Peaceful'.  During these lessons 

students are encouraged to discuss the 

background of the stories and poems 

giving them an insight into what warfare 
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was and is like.  The display has been 

successful with many students taking 

books from the display.   

Author Visit at St. Augustines 
Ribblesdale High 

Ribblesdale High School attended an 

Author visit at St Augustine’s High School 

in October, where we were entertained 

by Alan Gibbons. He had some 

amazing tales from the past and 

inspirational ideas for writing. The boys 

that attended from year 8 were really 

impressed and bought copies of his 

books. A great event…Thanks St 

Augustine’s for organising this. 

Acclaimed Author pays visit 

to Shuttleworth College 
Shuttleworth College 

Last Thursday saw Andy Briggs, 

acclaimed children’s sci-fi author, 

come to speak to our students here at 

Shuttleworth College.  

Briggs gave an impassioned, interactive 

talk to all of our Year 7 students on the 

wonderful world of words; encouraging 

them to become great readers and 

writers. We also invited many Year 5 & 6 

children from local primary schools to 

participate in the event so they too 

could hear what our guest had to say. 

Students had the chance to meet a 

real-life author and purchase a signed 

copy of one of his many incredible 

novels.  

“Mr. Briggs made writing sound really 

fun and interesting;” said one of our 

Year 7 students, “I can't wait to read his 

books, they sound so good!"  

We would like to thank Andy Briggs for 

speaking here at school and we are 

excited to see what our students begin 

to write with their newfound inspiration! 
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Book Fest 
Baines School, Poulton-le-Fylde 

This is the first year we have taken part 

in the Book Buzz scheme. Every Year 7 

student was able to pick from a selec-

tion of books provided by Book Buzz. We 

encouraged the students to take their 

time selecting the book they wanted by 

watching clips by the authors and read-

ing the blurbs. The most popular choice 

was “Haunt Dead Scared” by Curtis 

Jobling  

To celebrate the arrival of the books we 

held a “Book-Fest” lesson. Mrs Chap-

man our head teacher read the stu-

dents a short story, which they all loved 

and it set the tone for our reading cele-

bration. We then presented the students 

with their chosen book and a new book 

mark. Each book was personalised to 

the student with a label inside, as a gift 

from Baines to celebrate their first term 

at school. The excitement in the room 

was buzzing as the students started to 

read their new books, and excitedly 

talked to each other about them.  

We will also be running our annual 

Christmas themed short story competi-

tion in the Library during December, 

where aspiring writers can pen an origi-

nal festive themed 500 word story with 

prises for the winners. 

We Are Reading at Hutton!! 
Hutton Grammar 

We have had a successful few weeks at 

Hutton with our We are Reading cam-

paign. 

Firstly, all of our Year 7 have received 

their Book buzz books and have en-

joyed reading them, swapping them 

and talking about them in library les-

sons. 

Years 7 and 8 had a fantastic morning 

with the author Andy Briggs who came 

in and gave a talk about his writing and 

film career and promoted his new book 

“Drone Racer” and a question and an-

swer session. 

We held an inter-house “We are Read-

ing” competition to choose our team for 

the first round of the “We are Reading” 

inter-school competitions. Hutton 
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hosted the first event on the 

7th November and our Year 7 

team competed against two 

Year 9 teams from Brownedge 

St.Marys and Priory and won 

by only one point! 

This month we applied for a 

grant through “Speaking Vol-

umes” - the Christian Book Pro-

motion Trust who give grants to 

libraries and schools of all 

types to purchase Christian 

books. We have been successful with 

our application and will soon have 22 

new books to add to our library in the 

hope of encouraging our students to 

challenge their perceptions and 

thoughts on religious and Christian is-

sues. We think this will be of interest to 

our older students in Key Stage 4 & 5. 

Finally, something for our sixth form - The 

Female Lead Campaign which show-

cases inspirational female role models 

around the world, gave away 100 free 

books to schools and colleges and we 

have been lucky enough to win one. 

The book is a coffee table book of im-

ages and interviews with amazing high 

profile women - a real motivational 

book to encourage the girls - this girl 

can! 

St Augustines Visit 
St Augustines 

Pupils in in Year 8 enjoyed a lively and 

inspirational talk when award winning 

author Alan Gibbons visited St Augus-

tine’s in October. St. Augustine’s pupils 

were also joined by pupils from other lo-

cal schools taking part in the ‘We are 

Reading’ initiative. They were all en-

couraged not just to read books, but to 

develop their imagination through story 

writing too. Several dynamic writing 

workshops took place throughout the 

morning, which pupils thoroughly en-

joyed. Members of the school’s book 

club also enjoyed meeting the author 

for a question session and book signings 

were held. The event clearly engaged 

all pupils, but especially the reluctant 

readers who particularly enjoyed writing 

a story with the author. 

Winter Reading 
Cardinal Allen High 

The weather outside is frightful but Car-

dinal Allen will be nice and toasty with 

all the fabulous events planned for win-

ter.  We were delighted to recently wel-

come author Martin Griffin to our school 

to talk to students about reading, the 

writing process and to promote his 

newly published book “Payback”.   

For December, the fabulous Scholastic 

Book Fair will be arriving in the library 

with lots of new reads to help encour-

age and engage students to read for 
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pleasure. To help our struggling readers 

we now have a new “Dyslexia Friendly” 

selection of books which are proving 

very popular.  We also have a fabulous 

new “Boys into Books” section aimed at 

struggling readers and those reluctant 

to read.    

Throughout December students can de-

sign a bookmark of their favourite book 

cover which will then be displayed on 

the library Christmas tree.  A winner will 

be chosen and one lucky student will re-

ceive a new book of their choice from 

the book fair.  We are also asking stu-

dents for book donations.  Every student 

who donates a book to the library dur-

ing the month of December will receive 

a lovely festive treat from our Santa 

stocking! 
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Co-ordinating Schools 

District  Contact Primary School E-mail address 

1 Becky King Bowerham Community Primary rking@bowerham.lancs.sch.uk  

2 Lucy Avis Northfold Community Primary l.avis@northfold.lancs.sch.uk  

4  Elizabeth Hodgson Heyhouses Endowed CE Primary head@heyhouses.lancs.sch.uk  

6 Katherine Maher Alston Lane Catholic Primary k.maher@alstonlane.lancs.sch.uk  

7 Clare Malcolm St Catherine's Catholic, Leyland c.malcolm@st-catherines.lancs.sch.uk  

8 Rebecca Whitfield Ormskirk Asmall r.whitfield@asmall.lancs.sch.uk  

9 Joanne Geldard Lancaster Lane Community head@lancasterlane.lancs.sch.uk  

11 Janet Banks Balderstone St Leonard's head@balderstone.lancs.sch.uk  

12 Nerys Ditchburn-Hughes Rosewood Primary head@rosewood.lancs.sch.uk  

13 Sarah White Coates Lane Primary head@coateslane.lancs.sch.uk  

14 Gary Hall St James-the-Less Catholic Primary head@st-jamesless.lancs.sch.uk  

District Contact Secondary School E-mail address 

1 Amy Newsham Lancaster Central amy.newsham@lancasterhigh.lancs.sch.uk  

2 Jane Fawcett Millfield Science & Performing Arts College  j.fawcett@millfield.lancs.sch.uk  

4 Julie Gillespie Lytham St Anne's College julie.gillespie@lythamhigh.lancs.sch.uk  

6 Robert Baldwin St Cecilia's RC College rb@st-cecilias.lancs.sch.uk  

7 Carol Woodhouse Penwortham Girls' High School c.woodhouse@penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk   

8 Claire Hallwood Our Lady Queen of Peace c.hallwood@olqp.lancs.sch.uk  

9 Andy Johnston Parklands High School ajohnston@parklandsacademy.co.uk  

11 Mike Wright St Augustine's RC High School m.wright@sarchs.com  

12 Jody Jackson Sir John Thursby Community j.jackson@sirjohnthursby.lancs.sch.uk  

13 Liz Brown Pendle Vale College e.brown@pendlevale.lancs.sch.uk  

14 Kath Humphries Fearns Community Sports College khumphries@fearns.lancs.sch.uk 


