
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLICATION 

Launch Of The First Incubator To Support Innovation 
In The Field Of Gender And Equality 

  
 
BØWIE, the first incubator dedicated to innovative projects in the field of gender, will officially               
be launched on April 26-27, 2019 in Bern and on May 10-11, 2019 in Geneva. Its objective?                 
Supporting 80 projects in 8 Swiss cantons over the next three years to raise awareness on                
gender and LGBTIQ topics and impact 50,000 people through the supported projects. 
 
Gender-related challenges are still very present: women earn 20% less than men , 19% of women               1

report to have had non-consensual sex , a woman reaches orgasm on average once out of 5 times ,                 2 3

same-sex couples still cannot get married in Switzerland and founding a family remains difficult for               
them , the unemployment rate of transgender people is 5 times higher than the average , and               4 5

intersex, asexual or aromantic people are still unknown to the majority of the population. 
 
But society is changing: campaigns like #metoo, demonstrations like Pride parades and feminist             
marches, or the emergence of inspiring initiatives, enabled by social media, are shedding light on               
these inequalities and bringing them creative answers. 
 
It is to support the emergence and accelerate the development of such initiatives that the national                
organisation BE YOU NETWORK has decided to launch BØWIE, the first incubator dedicated to              
projects in the field of gender, whose name is the acronym of the 5 values that the organisers wish to                    
convey to the supported project leaders: BE BOLD, OPEN, WILD, INNOVATIVE and EMPOWERING. 
 
 
6 Months To Create An Impact 
 
In each city, the kick-off is given with a 2-day launch event during which project leaders refine their                  
ideas, establish a development plan for their project and receive feedback from experts in the fields of                 
gender and entrepreneurship.  
 
Afterwards, 5 months of "à la carte" coaching follows, providing project leaders with knowledge,              
practical tools, as well as material and human resources that will enable them to unleash the full                 
potential of their project and maximize their impact. Networking At the end of the 6 months, a public                  
closing event will reward the most innovative and impactful projects. 
 
 

1 Federal Statistical Office (FSO). 2019. Swiss salary structure survey 2016. 
2 Agence Santé Publique France. 2018. Baromètre santé 2016. 
3 Ifop. 2015. Enquête internationale sur les femmes et l’orgasme. 
4 Le Temps. 2019. Mariage pour tous: un projet limité mis en consultation. 
5 Transgender Network Switzerland (TGNS). 2015. Trans-Fair Research. 
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A Community of "Gender Shapers" 
 
"We are launching BØWIE with a positive spirit, in order to shed light on creative solutions answering                 
to still widespread social inequalities that affect us all. With BØWIE, we aim to create an ecosystem of                  
changemakers in the field of gender (or "Gender Shapers" as we call them), in order to facilitate the                  
sharing of skills, inspiration and support within this community and to stimulate the creation of               
game-changing social innovations, just as we see in traditional business incubators," explains            
Sandrine Cina, Co-founder of BØWIE. 
 
All types of projects are accepted within the incubator: cultural, educational, technological, sports or              
even corporate projects aimed at intrapreneurs, i.e. those who want to "change things from within"               
their company or organisation. The only criterion is that the project must be related to gender topics                 
and that its initiators have the ambition to generate a strong social impact. Indeed, through the 80                 
projects that will be supported, the BØWIE team aims to generate an impact on 50,000 people across                 
the country. 
 
 
A Few Dates 
 
Bern is the first city to welcome BØWIE on April 26-27, 2019 during a launch event held in English at                    
Innovationsdorf. Then comes the turn of BØWIE Geneva, which starts on May 10-11, 2019 at Voisins                
105 (in French). In autumn 2019, BØWIE will be launched in Zurich and Lausanne. Over the next                 
three years, BØWIE will expand to 8 French-speaking and German-speaking cantons (GE, BE, VD,              
VD, ZH, VS, BS/BL, NE, LU). 
 
People with an idea or project in the field of gender can register directly on the BØWIE website: 
https://www.beyounetwork.org/bowie 
 
 
About Be You Network 
 
BØWIE is an initiative of BE YOU NETWORK, a national organization that creates innovative actions               
to facilitate information and motivate the engagement of all on gender and LGBTIQ topics.  
 
Whether in the fields of training, audio-visual, technology or art, their actions have allowed more than                
150,000 people to be informed and to create change, in more than 50 cities, in Switzerland and                 
around the world. 
 
BØWIE is made possible thanks to the support of the Swiss Confederation (OFAS), Mercator              
Foundation, Fondation Gandur pour la Jeunesse, the City of Geneva and the Canton of Geneva. 
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For more information 
 
Sandrine Cina, Co-Founder and Director Be You Network, 076 822 44 14 
Annie Chemla, BØWIE Coordinator, 078 822 95 96 
Email: media@beyounetwork.org  
 
All information and examples of projects are available on the BØWIE website: 
https://www.beyounetwork.org/bowie 
 
All information about BØWIE for intrapreneurs and examples of corporate projects are available here: 
https://www.beyounetwork.org/bowieforcorporates  
 

Note to the media: You are cordially invited to attend the project pitches at the launch events on: 
 

April 27, 2019 at 16:00 in Bern 
Innovationsdorf, Wylerringstrasse 36, 3014 Bern 

or 
May 11, 2019 at 16:00 in Geneva 

Voisins 105, Route des Jeunes 105A, 1227 Carouge 
  

Please confirm your participation by sending an email to: 
media@beyounetwork.org 

 
 

 
BØWIE’s Founders. 

From left to right: Deborah Abate, Annie Chemla and Sandrine Cina 
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