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A PUBLIC MEDIA 
CAMPAIGN
REACHING AN 
ESTIMATED 700 
MILLION PEOPLE 
WORLDWIDE
In 2018 non-profit and independent organization THE WHY will launch the media initiative WHY SLAVERY? to 
significantly increase awareness about slavery today. 

WHY SLAVERY? includes 6 documentaries, 30 short films and extensive outreach, globally distributed through a 
unique network of 70+ broadcast partners to reach an estimated audience of 700 million people.

WHY SLAVERY? will include stories from different corners of the world. Whether it is the deeply flawed Kafala 
system in the Middle East or trafficking and human enslavement of millions of children in India, the 
WHY SLAVERY? series will shine a light on the millions of lives lived in the shadows as modern slaves.

FUNDERS AND 
PARTNERS

CIVIL SOCIETY 
PARTNERS

30 SHORT FILMS

6 DOCUMENTARY 
FILMS

70+ BROADCASTERS 
GLOBALLY

OUTREACH 
ACTIVITIES



In the world’s largest democracy, India, millions continue to work 
in slavery. This film goes behind the statistics and explores how 
lack of education and persistent poverty can provide a breeding 
ground for slavery. The film follows the story of different children 
who have been sold into slavery: to work in mica mines, pick 
leaves at tea plantations, as domestic labour and even as brides. 
We trace their stories back to their families to understand the 
circumstances that resulted in them becoming slaves. 

The film traces the chain of responsibility from the traffickers who 
facilitate the transactions, to the ‘employers’, or owners, who 
take advantage of these most vulnerable people, and the police, 
lawyers and politicians who fail to intervene. 

Our film will also touch on the deep lack of knowledge and 
understanding of the issue of slavery throughout Indian society. 
This is because those affected by slavery are too poor and 
powerless to take legal action; and also due to indifference, 
complacency or lack of information. 

The film is a personal narrative. Pankaj Johar grew up in India 
and lives in Delhi. Following the death of his own maid’s daughter 
he has been shocked to learn about the scale of slavery in India 
today.

SELLING CHILDREN 

Director / Pankaj Johar (IND)
Producer / Alan Hayling (UK)

Directors / David Evans & Philippe Sands (UK, DE)
Producer / Nicolas Kent (UK)                                                     

In August 2014 an Islamic State massacre of unimaginable 
proportions took place during the rapid invasion of the Yazidi 
people in Sinjar, northern Iraq. Young Yazidi women were 
separated from the old and taken to the Galaxy Cinema in Mosul. 
There they were paraded, selected, enslaved, tortured and 
systematically raped. Some were only 11 years old.

According to the United Nations, thousands of Yazidi men have 
been executed, 7,000 women and girls were sold into sexual 
slavery. 

In the film, international lawyer Philippe Sands encounters the 
son of Yazidi Kurdish immigrants, Dr. Jan Kizilhan – a world-
acknowledged expert on trauma. Since the ISIS attacks on Sinjar 
he has secured funding from the German state to bring one 
thousand women and girls for treatment at his clinic in Schwarzwald 
in Germany. He travels to the Kurdish-Yazidi refugee camps in 
Dohuk and interviews escaped victims from IS.

The violence to which the girls have been subjected is purposeful. 
He selects those who can be treated. Yazidis, including the female 
victims, believe that sexual contact with a non-Yazidi, even through 
rape, results in a loss of Yazidi identity. As a way of destroying the 
community the rape of women and girls is almost as effective as 
the execution of the men. 

The film asks what it means to be a survivor of genocidal violence 
and slavery in 2016. How does Dr Kizilhan restore the girls’ dignity 
and help them heal? How do the women get justice for these 
heinous crimes? The film delves into the lives of the young Yazidi 
women. This is their story.

YAZIDI SLAVES



Director / Anonymous during production
Producer / Anonymous during production

Right now North Korea runs one of the world’s largest slaving 
operations. Notoriously cash-strapped, the government is selling 
its own people as bonded labour, or slaves, to work in Russia, 
China, and a dozen other countries around the world – including 
member states of the European Union. 

Experts estimate that since Kim Jong-un has come to power, the 
number of ‘Work Brigades’ has risen to more than 60,000. While 
in North Korea they are lured with a promise of high wages and 
glory for their families. Once enrolled, they find themselves in very 
foreign countries. Here they work up to 12 hour days, under harsh 
conditions, for little pay. Their ‘wages’ are transferred directly to 
the government, who reallocate it as they see fit. They live under 
constant surveillance by Korean agents and local supervisors, 
and their contracts last for years. 

The film relies on limited footage from ‘Work Brigades’ camps in 
Poland, Mongolia and South East Asia. These will give us a sense 
of the scope of the operation. We will also include interviews and 
testimonials from those working in the Brigades as well as some 
who have escaped. These images will often be blurred and voices 
altered in order to protect the workers and their families who 
remain in North Korea.

At the same time, we question the companies who employ the 
Brigades, as well as the governments in the countries where 
the Brigades operate. Within the European Union, workers 
are supposed to be protected, yet companies in Poland, 
and elsewhere, contract North Korean Brigades. We want to 
understand how this method of operation is legal, and what - if 
anything - is being done to stop it.

DOLLAR HEROES

In the last 30 years, America’s prison population has surged 
from 330,000 to 2.3 million inmates. In this deeply personal and 
provocative film, Academy Award-winning director Roger Ross 
Williams sets out on a mission to investigate the prison system 
that has helped drive this explosive web of political, social, and 
economic forces that have consumed so many of Roger’s friends 
and family.

In his search for answers, Roger decides to go behind the scenes 
of America’s $80 billion dollar a year prison industrial complex. 
As he explores the network of companies who are involved in 
this business he uncovers a disturbing pattern  of greed and 
corruption, as well as enormous financial incentives to keep 
inmate population high, and sentences long.

Roger is shocked to discover a modern revision of America’s 
original sin - slavery. Many corporations, such as Walmart, Macy’s, 
Starbucks and Microsoft have widened their profit margins by 
taking advantage of cheap forced prison labor, paying inmates 
between $0.19 and $0.42 an hour to manufacture products that 
are then proudly stamped with the label “Made in the USA”. 
The inmates are required by law to work. If they refuse, they 
are punished further either by losing recreation time, visitation 
privileges, or receive extended sentences.

Roger’s observations highlight the surreal components of 
America’s profit-driven policies, the moral void of the numerous 
players who have benefitted from mass incarceration and the 
echoes of slavery that still haunt American society.

US PRISON SLAVES

Director / Roger Ross Williams (US)
Producer / Femke Wolting (NL)



Director / Jonathan Stack (US)
Producer / TBA

US film director Jonathan Stack has spent most of his adult life 
documenting how slavery is internalized and externalized in 
today’s world. In the 1980s Jonathan was filming in crack houses in 
Harlem, where one addict told him: “We came over in a slave ship. 
300 years later we are in a crack house. Nothing has changed”. 
Later, Jonathan spent years observing inmates at Angola Prison. 
Most of the men are descendants of African slaves and come from 
families where a life behind bars and in shackles has been the 
norm now for centuries.

From there Jonathan’s journey has taken him both to Liberia and 
Haiti. Liberia famously was founded by freed American slaves 
who were supported by the American government to go back and 
found one of Africa’s first democratic societies.

However, the former slaves proceeded to subject the indigenous 
tribes, some of whom still work in mines and on plantations, to 
slave like conditions. Haiti, on the other hand, was one of the 
richest and most brutal colonies. It also became the first nation 
to liberate itself following a violent revolution. Today, children in 
Haiti continue to be sent into slavery and the country remains the 
poorest in the western hemisphere. This film traces the history of 
slavery from Africa to the Americas and back and explores the 
deep wounds slavery has inflicted on these societies.

The film will use archive from 20 years of filmmaking, as well as 
interviews with renowned authors, cultural figures and political 
and religious leaders to explore slavery and the fight to liberate 
people from the vortex of its violence.

ENSLAVED – THE WORLD 
SCARRED BY SLAVERY

MAID IN HELL

Director / Søren Klovborg (DK)
Producer / Mette Heide (DK)
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THE WHY initiates, produces and distributes public media initiatives to a wide global audience to ensure that all people have free access 
to independent and fact-based information. 

THE WHY uses high quality factual films as the basis for our work. Good documentaries contribute to reflection, broaden people’s 
horizon, and enhance empathy, tolerance and solidarity. Making documentary films available to everyone is therefore an important 
social investment, that inspires fundamental democratic values.

Through partnerships with local and national broadcasters worldwide, cultural institutions, NGOs and public institutions THE WHY 
reaches out to people from all walks of life to increase their awareness and understanding of the world we live in. 

In 2007 we launched Academy Award-winning WHY DEMOCRACY? followed by Peabody Award-winning WHY POVERTY? (2012), that 
reached respectively 250 million and 500 million people worldwide in collaboration with 32 and 69 broadcasters. Both projects took a 
wide-ranging and in-depth look at the world we live in and consisted of documentaries, short films and extensive outreach activities. 
In 2015 THE WHY introduced WORLD STORIES, a series of 20 documentaries per year distributed to more than 194 countries worldwide 
reaching more than 100 million people every year. Recently we launched WHY WOMEN? (2016) in Denmark featuring Academy Award-
winning actress Dame Helen Mirren, to bring awareness to girls and women’s rights, health and wellbeing.

ABOUT THE WHY

Development Aug 2015 – Apr 2016
Pre-production Apr 2016 – Sep/Oct 2016
Main production  Sep 2016 – Jan 2018
Global premiere Spring 2018

WHY SLAVERY? TIMELINE
 “The injustice, the 
outrage, of human 
trafficking, which must 
be called by it’s true 
name – modern slavery ” 
      – Barack Obama

 

BROADCASTERS

Canal Futura (Brazil), SVT (Sweden), NRK (Norway), DR (Denmark), NHK (Japan), YLE (Finland), SFR (Swiss), RUV (Iceland), ERR 
(Estonia), Yes/DBS (Israel), RTVC (Colombia), TVP (Poland), CT TV (Czech Republic), TV 3 Catalonya (Catalonia), CBC (Canada), BBC 
(UK), ARTE (France/Germany), IKON (Holland), CNN (US)

+ many more to come



EDITORIAL GROUP

Nick Fraser has been editing the BBC factual series 

Storyville in more than 15 years. Storyville films 

have won more than two hundred awards, including 

four Oscars, a Sundance Grand Jury Prize and 

several Griersons, Emmys and Peabodys. Further 

contributing to his success, he was also executive 

producer to the Why Democracy (2007) and Why 

Poverty (2012) documentary series. Adding to his 

oeuvre as a published author, he is in the process 

of writing a book about documentaries. 

With more than 15 years of experience Grunning is 

an award-winning international content, distribution, 

financing consultant and executive producer for 

film, TV and crossmedia. She is commissioning 

editor for documentary features and TV-films at the 

Swedish Film Institute. She previously worked at The 

Danish Film Institute and ITVS (US), with bringing 

international documentaries, series and dramas to 

US television broadcast and digital platforms. 

Co-founder of THE WHY. With decades of 

experience, Hoffmann Meyer’s track record as 

executive producer includes Academy Award-

winning “Taxi to The Dark Side”, “The Queen of 

Versailles”, “Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer” and the 

Sundance winning Film: “The Red Chapel”. She has 

received many awards for her efforts in bringing 

great documentaries to the world. 

Founders of Renegade Pictures, Hayling and 

Cooke have decades of experience producing 

and directing hard-hitting and commercial 

documentaries. The team has previously headed 

up BBC Documentaries and executive produced 

several award winning films, including: Errol Morris’ 

“Dr Death”, Phil Agland’s “Shanghai Vice”, and 

Michael Moore’s “The Awful Truth” and “Bowling for 

Columbine”.

Axel Arnö has been commissioning editor at 

Sveriges Television (SVT) since 1998. Since 2004, 

Axel works at STV´s docmentary department where 

he deals with current affairs, special series and 

creative documentaries. He has commissioned 

numerous award winning international co-

productions. In 2006, Axel was elected chairman of 

the EBU Documentary Group.

Graduated with a masters degree in Film and 

Law from University of CPH, Kim has worked with 

international documentaries for the last 15 years. 

Kim has previously worked as Head of Sales at 

TV2 WORLD and Head of Industry at CPH:DOX. 

He is currently Editor of Documentaries at DR 

Sales, the international sales department of Danish 

Broadcasting Corporation and specialing in social 

and political contemporary.

Nick Fraser
Co-founder
The Why Executive producer 

Klara Grunning
Chairman, The Why
Consultant, Swedish Film Institute

Mette Hoffmann Meyer
Co-founder
The Why Executive producer 

Alan Hayling & Alex Cooke,
Editorial Director / CEO Renegade
Pictures

Axel Arnö
Commissioning Editor, SVT

Kim Christiansen,
Editor of Documentaries and
Co-productions, DR Sales



CALL FOR 
PARTNERS
JOIN US TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT SLAVERY TODAY

AS A BROADCASTER
AS A PARTNER
AS A SUPPORTER

CONTACT

Project inquires:
SLAVERY@THEWHY.DK

General inquires:
INFO@THEWHY.DK
+45 31699865

 THE WHY FOUNDATION
thewhy.dk

http://thewhy.dk

