
Dialogue for LearningLearning Conversations

Developing Thinking through Talk

‘Dialogue is not just the 
exchange of information, but 
a social mode of thinking.’

Neil Mercer

Structural Learning promotes speaking and listening as learners are required to present their ideas to one another. This generates discussion and 
debate giving participants opportunities to share understanding.
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Mediating Thinking:
We cannot think all 
alone in our headsUsing spoken language to 

develop understanding with 
collaborative exercises

Building on the contributions of 
others by evaluating viewpoints

Articulate and justify answers, 
arguments and opinions

Ask relevant questions to extend 
their understanding and knowledge

Listen and respond appropriately 
to adults and their peers


