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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
Denny’s Partners with Getty Images to Preserve History at Historically 

Black Colleges and Universities 
 
 
(SPARTANBURG, S.C., August 3, 2022) – As part of its continuing commitment to Black 
colleges, Denny’s Inc. today announced a major partnership with Getty Images, a preeminent 
global visual content creator and marketplace, to help preserve the history of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). 
 
Through this partnership, Denny’s will provide stipends to students at the HBCUs who have 
been chosen as the recipients of the Getty Images Photo Archive Grants for HBCUs, a 
program that aims to support the digitization of the invaluable visual history of HBCUs.  
 
The students will be working alongside the Getty Images team and the historians and archivists 
at each HBCU to research, digitize and restore these valuable archives. The inaugural grant 
recipients are Claflin University, Orangeburg, S.C., North Carolina Central University, Durham, 
N.C., Jackson State University, Jackson, Miss., and Prairie View A&M University, Prairie View, 
Texas. Over 100,000 photos will be available for licensing in the “Historically Black Colleges & 
Universities Collection,” on gettyimages.com. Getty Images plans to work with other HBCUs in 
the future.  
 
During this year’s Martha’s Vineyard African American Film Festival, taking place Aug. 5th to 
13th, Denny’s and Getty Images will formally launch their partnership during a sponsored panel, 
moderated by Keija Minor, chief operating officer, Ebony Media, taking place 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
Aug. 8th. The panel’s participants will include Brenda Lauderback, Denny’s board chair, 
Cassandra Illidge, vice president of global partnerships and executive director of the HBCU 
Grants Program at Getty Images, and Thomas K. Hudson, J.D., president of Jackson State 
University.  
 
“This project is very much aligned with Denny’s long standing commitment to HBCUs,” 
Lauderback said. “We know preserving these images and supporting students is one of the 
ways we are investing in our nation’s future leaders.” 
 
April Kelly Drummond, Denny’s vice president of diversity, equity, and inclusion, added, 
“HBCUs have been – and always will be a vital part of this nation’s history. This is a very 
exciting opportunity to preserve the rich legacy of these colleges.” 
 
Cassandra Illidge, Getty Images said, “We are looking forward to working with Denny’s on this 
groundbreaking project. This grant was created to support the work that all HBCUs have been 
doing to preserve their photo archives. Denny’s has supported HBCUs for several years, it is a 
pleasure to have Denny’s join the HBCU Grants Program as a partner in support of students 
and their opportunity to see a new potential career path.”   
 
The Getty Images Photo Archive Grants for HBCUs was created to honor the legacy and 
history of HBCUs and their contribution to American History. In partnership with the Getty 
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Family and Stand Together, a philanthropic community tackling some of the biggest challenges 
of our times, the grants commit $500,000 towards the digitization of HBCU photographic 
archives.   
 
HBCUs retain full copyright, and original photos will remain with the HBCUs after scanning, 
along with the newly digitized photos. Getty Images will represent the digitized photos, 
providing a new revenue source for the HBCU grant recipients, plus funding scholarships and 
stipends for students attending HBCUs. 

About Denny's Corp  

Denny's Corporation is the franchisor and operator of one of America's largest franchised full-service 
restaurant chains, based on the number of restaurants. As of March 30, 2022, Denny's had 1,643 
franchised, licensed, and company restaurants around the world including 153 restaurants in Canada, 
Puerto Rico, Mexico, the Philippines, New Zealand, Honduras, the United Arab Emirates, Costa Rica, 
Guam, Guatemala, El Salvador, Indonesia, and the United Kingdom. For further information on Denny's, 
including news releases, please visit Denny's website at www.dennys.com or the brand's social channel 
via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, TikTok, LinkedIn or YouTube. 
 
About Getty Images 
 
Getty Images is a preeminent global visual content creator and marketplace that offers a full range of 
content solutions to meet the needs of any customer around the globe, no matter their size. Through its 
Getty Images, iStock and Unsplash brands, websites and APIs, Getty Images serves customers in 
almost every country in the world and is the first-place people turn to discover, purchase and share 
powerful visual content from the world’s best photographers and videographers. Getty Images works 
with over 488,000 contributors and more than 300 content partners to deliver this powerful and 
comprehensive content. Each year Getty Images covers more than 160,000 news, sport and 
entertainment events providing depth and breadth of coverage that is unmatched. Getty Images 
maintains one of the largest and best privately-owned photographic archives in the world with millions of 
images dating back to the beginning of photography. 
 
For company news and announcements, visit our Press Room.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


