Pupil Guide
to
Fearns

Welcome to Fearns Community Sports College
This booklet aims to give you all the information that is needed when
you join the school to become successful members of our community.
We see ourselves as members of a team, and at Fearns our team goals
are:
To go Further than I thought
To go Faster than I hoped
To go Higher than I dreamed
To become the person I need to be
“Achieving success together”

Further

Faster
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Higher

The First Day – Tuesday 5th September
Starting a new school can be a daunting experience. We aim to make the
transition an enjoyable and rewarding experience so that you can make new
friends and concentrate on your learning. You have already had a familiarisation
day with us.
On your first morning you will be directed to the Gym – please make sure you are
in school by 8.40am. You will be taken to your Form room where your Form
Tutor will give you your planner and your timetable. The lunchtime system will be
explained and you will have your finger printed so that you can use the cashless
system.
For the first two weeks in school you will have an early lunch each day to allow
you time to make your choices and to become familiar with the canteen systems.
All Year 7 Forms have Year 11 “buddies” who support them throughout the year.

Timings of the School Day: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
Breakfast
Registration
Period 1
Period 2
Break
Period 3
Lunch
Reg in P4
Period 4
Period 5

8.15am – 8.45am
8.45am – 9.05am
9.05am – 10.05am
10.05am – 11.05am
11.05am – 11.20am
11.20am – 12.20pm
12.20pm – 12.55pm
12.55pm – 1.00pm
1.00pm – 2.00pm
2.00pm – 3.00pm

Timings of the School Day: Wednesday
Breakfast
Registration
Period 1
Period 2
Break
Period 3
Lunch
Reg in P4
Period 4
Period 5

8.15am – 8.45am
8.45am – 9.05am
9.05am – 10.05am
10.05am – 11.05am
11.05am – 11.20am
11.20am – 12.20pm
12.20pm – 12.55pm
12.55pm – 1.00pm
1.00pm – 1.30pm
1.30pm – 2.30pm
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In your first few weeks at Fearns
all Year 7 pupils will be trained in
the “Fearns Fish! philosophy”.
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What do we value?
As a school there are eleven attitudes and
approaches that are very important to us.
These are:












Positivity
Ambition
Pride
Respect
Celebration
Community
Organisation
Care
Dedication
Tolerance
Consideration

We work together to show these and support each
other in our learning and our lives.
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Pupil Leadership
In your life at Fearns you will have opportunities to lead others.
The skills needed for leadership are developed in different
ways, both in the curriculum and through extra-curricular
events.
Our pupils have the opportunity to take leadership roles in:
 Literacy
 Sports
 Anti-bullying
 Pupil voice
 As prefects or senior prefects
 As primary link event supporters
 Pupil photographers
 Pupil panel
 Community events
 Youth Enterprise
 MFL
 Art
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Appearance – Look smart, think smart!!
Make-up and jewellery are unnecessary in school and should
not be worn. In many situations in school, jewellery is not
practical and may be dangerous. You may wear small studs
(one in each ear) if necessary but jewellery may not be worn in
Physical Education and Technology lessons for safety reasons.
You may wear a wrist watch but must accept responsibility for
it yourself. We do NOT accept any responsibility for jewellery
brought into school. You should have a sensible haircut with no
extreme colours.
Attendance – Be there!!
Why is regular attendance important?
You must attend school every day to achieve your ambitions in
life! Good attendance is rewarded throughout the year; both
individually and for Form groups.
What is good attendance?
97% attendance is seen as a good level of attendance. If you
have an attendance rate below 97% please ensure that
everything possible is done to improve it.
You are expected to arrive at all lessons
punctually and to have the necessary
equipment for the lesson. Physical
Education lessons are a compulsory part of
the curriculum and you are expected to
participate in these lessons in full PE kit.
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Rewards and Sanctions
Pupils at Fearns will have the opportunity to be rewarded for their
behaviour, attitude, attendance and progress. You will be praised by
your teachers for positivity in these areas. You will receive postcards,
certificates, prizes and have the opportunity to take part in a variety of
exciting activities as part of your reward. On a daily basis you are able
to receive smilies from your class teachers. These are awarded by
teachers for following our Fish! philosophy and showing our values.
You will be given the opportunity to enjoy your lessons and make good
progress. Pupils and teachers at Fearns follow a consequence system
at all times. If a pupil is preventing you from learning they will be given
an appropriate sanction.
Mobile Telephones
Mobile telephones must be switched off and kept
in school bags out of sight at all times. Mobile
telephones will be confiscated if seen. School
accepts NO responsibility for mobile phones in
case of loss or theft.
Monitoring Academic Progress
Throughout your education at Fearns Community Sports College you
will have interviews with your Form Tutor, Pupil Development Leader or
senior members of staff to discuss your progress. The school will carry
out a formal monitoring of your progress each term and set targets
with you to ensure success! We try to make sure that all pupils reach
their full potential.
Curriculum Support
As a school we consider the needs and difficulties of each individual
pupil and help them as best we can. All departments have the
responsibility for pupils who need additional support within their subject
area.
We also have a curriculum support area at the bottom of the four
storey building.
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Extra-Curricular Activities
The school offers a wide range of
extra-curricular activities. Such
activities will enrich your
experience and contribute to the
learning process. We hope that
you will participate fully in the
extra-curricular activities of the
school. These are advertised
around school and on our
website. You will also have a copy of this information in your Form
room.
Homework
You will have a planner which you will
have to carry with you at all times to
record any notes/messages/important
information. It is your responsibility to
keep your planner up-to-date and
have it signed by your parent/carer.
Form Tutors will check planners on a
regular basis.
Homework is recorded on the school system and can be accessed by
parents through the parent portal “Insight;” homework is also preprinted in your planners. This helps you to plan your time! Completing
homework to a good standard and on time is an excellent way to earn
smilies! When homework has not been done, action will be taken by
the department. This could include a break-time, lunchtime or afterschool detention.
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Meals and Lunchtimes
The school kitchens prepare healthy, appetizing and economical
meals daily. The meals are served using a cafeteria system and
pupils generally have a wide range of dishes from which to
choose.
Pupils who bring packed lunches to school are required to eat
them in the dining room.
Lunchtime Activities: Football; trampolining; IT club; cinema
club; library.
PUPILS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO LEAVE SCHOOL
GROUNDS AT BREAK OR LUNCHTIME.
Cashless system
Money does not change hands when paying for snacks or meals
at the till. You must pay money into a machine to gain credit.
Accounts are recognised according to your fingerprint and
debited accordingly. You may top up your account at your
discretion. The machines accept notes and coins but not five
pence or less. The machine will not give change. A limited
amount of change may be available at reception. You will be
fingerprinted and the system explained on the first day. It
would be a good idea to put money into the machine on the
first day.
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School Lockers
You will be allocated a locker. Lockers are a privilege and are
issued to pupils free of charge. There is an agreement which
needs to be signed by both the pupil and their parent and
returned to school before the locker key will be issued.
The locker is only for items required for school use. It can be
used to store outdoor jackets, school bags, books, folders and
PE kit only.
If you lose your key this will need to be reported to the School
Office. There is a charge of £5.00 for a replacement key.
School lockers are located in the dining room and at the bottom
of the stairs leading up to music.
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School Uniform
Uniform List
Plain black trousers or skirt
Plain white shirt
Black V-necked jumper with Fearns logo
Plain sensible socks or tights
Plain black sensible shoes
Black blazer with Fearns logo
School tie
CANVAS, DENIM OR CORD GARMENTS, UGG STYLE
BOOTS, PUMPS AND TRAINING SHOES ARE NOT
ALLOWED

Kit required for Sports/PE
Black polo shirt with Fearns logo
Either black shorts; skort; tracksuit bottoms or leggings with Fearns logo
Black training top with Fearns logo (optional for outdoor lessons)
Appropriate training shoes

The training top is the only top that can be worn for outdoor lessons, you will not
be allowed to wear your own jumper over your PE kit.

Girls/Boys who play for school teams will either wear PE kit or be provided with
school kit.
NB: It is essential that all school clothing including PE Kit is clearly labelled with
your full name.
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Bear Gryll’s High School Survival Guide
WHAT TO DO IF……………..
1. YOU LOSE YOUR MONEY/BUS FARE
First of all check that you really have lost it and that it’s not lurking in a corner of
your bag, then go and see your tutor who will be able to help you either find it or
lend you some money. Please make sure that you pay back any money that you
borrow.
2. YOU FORGET YOUR DINNER MONEY
Don’t worry: you won’t starve! Tell your Key Stage Pupil Development Leader
who will make sure that you get some lunch.
3. YOU FEEL SICK
Don’t wait until you’re on the point of collapse. Tell your Form Tutor. She/he will
tell Miss Boswell, the attendance officer who will decide if you need to be sent
home. Then, your parents will be contacted to collect you.
4. YOU HURT YOURSELF
Go to Reception. If you are badly hurt the Receptionist will call a First Aider or
make arrangements for you to go home or to hospital.
5. YOU LOSE YOUR PACKED LUNCH
Don’t worry they usually turn up (probably on the kitchen table at home!) If you
can’t find it tell your Form Tutor and he/she will make sure that you get some
lunch.
6. YOU DO NOT KNOW WHERE TO GO
Some people get lost during their first week or so at school so don’t panic if you
can’t find your way around. If you know the number of the room you are going
to just ask someone to tell you the way. If you don’t know, ask a teacher or
another pupil.
7. YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND THE WORK
First of all, don’t worry too much about it. Everyone has something that they find
difficult. Don’t be afraid to ask your teacher to explain things to you again. You
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will probably find that at least one other person hasn’t understood too so never
feel that you are the only one.
8. YOU ARE IN DETENTION
Usually a slip or a letter is issued for a detention so you must tell your parents
you are going to be late and why. If there is any problem ask your parents to
contact school.
9. YOU LOSE SOMETHING
First go back to the last place you can remember having whatever you have lost.
If it is not there go to the places you have been since. If it still hasn’t turned up,
see the pastoral team in the pastoral office who are in charge of lost property and
also mention it to your Form Tutor.
10. YOU HAVEN’T DONE YOUR HOMEWORK
Don’t wait to be found out. Go and see your teacher, apologise and explain why
you haven’t done it. Most importantly, be honest and catch up on the work. If
you cannot do your homework get your parents to help or get your parents to
write a short note of explanation in your planner.
11. YOU ARE LATE FOR SCHOOL
If you arrive after 9.05am go to Miss Boswell, the School Attendance Officer to
receive your mark. If you are persistently late you will have to do a detention.
12. YOU ARE NERVOUS ABOUT TALKING TO A TEACHER
Don’t let it upset you. Go to your Form Tutor or Key Stage Pupil Development
Leader if you prefer and have a chat to them about it.
13. YOU MISS THE BUS TO SCHOOL
Don’t go home; you won’t get into trouble if you are late because you missed the
bus. Catch the next one and make your own way to school.
14. YOU MISS THE BUS HOME
If you are at all anxious that you don’t know how to get home on the ordinary
service bus, go back to school and ask for help at Reception.
13

NOTES
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