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DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS 
ASIC MSIC SCHEMES ADMINISTRATION CONSULTATION 

 

Ports Australia is pleased to provide a submission to the Department of Home Affairs regarding its 
current review into the overall administration of the Aviation Security Identification Card (ASIC) and 
Maritime Security Identification Card (MSIC) schemes to consider either a single issuing authority or 
a significantly reduced number of issuing bodies. Ports Australia acknowledges the criticality of the 
integrity of Australia’s border arrangements and welcomes Australian Government initiatives that 
will improve this, and the consideration of industry feedback in this improvement.  

 

Ports Australia is the peak industry body representing port authorities and corporations, both 
publicly and privately owned, at the national level. Ports Australia is governed by a Board of 
Directors comprising the Chief Executive Officers of 12 port corporations from across Australia. 

The Australian ports are key infrastructure that allows for the movement of freight and passengers 
intrastate, interstate and internationally. A result of the effective functioning of the ports, is a secure 
supply chain for critical resources and commodities, and positive social and economic outcomes for 
the nation and its people. 

Security of the ports is imperative, not only for the ongoing functioning of the ports, but critically for 
the security of the nation and its borders. It is important that current security measures are 
reviewed to ensure their sufficiency and to implement improvements where tangible benefits can be 
realised.  

 

Several of Ports Australia members are MSIC issuing bodies, and Ports Australia understands that at 
least two of its members, Fremantle Ports and Southern Ports, have provided submissions in 
response to the review of the number of MSIC issuing bodies and the potential reduction in number 
or establishment of a single issuing body. 

As outlined in these submissions, the provided rationale behind the proposed changes needs to be 
substantiated. At present, the context for the review surrounds the following concerns expressed by 
the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission in the Parliamentary Joint Committee on the 
Australian Commission for Law Enforcement Integrity’s report, Integrity of Australia's border 
arrangements: 
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The unease that we feel at having 62 issuing bodies for ASIC and MSIC cards is similar to, as we said 
before, our unease about the level of scrutiny applied to migration agents, as well as brokers, who 
have access to the background criminal history-checking regime across all of the states and territories. 
I won't speak for OTS [Office of Transport Security, now the Aviation and Maritime Security Division], 
but I understand their preference is to move to a single-issuing body, and we would support that. 

It is therefore requested that the rationale behind the work including the perspective of the Aviation 
and Maritime Security Division be provided, in order for industry to better understand any perceived 
benefits of the proposal and allow for a more informed response. Attention should also be drawn to 
the fact that there is already a reduced number of issuing bodies since the issuance of the report, 
Integrity of Australia's border arrangements. Ports Australia understand that issuing body numbers 
have reduced from the stated 62 to now 37, with 13 of those being issuing bodies that solely focus 
on MSICs, 2 that have the ability to issue both ASICs and MSICs, and the remaining 22 solely ASIC 
issuing bodies. 

Significant questions also exist regarding what the determinations would be for deciding which 
issuing body/ies to keep versus remove or amalgamate, and what the revised administration would 
look like. Information on this would again allow for greater analysis of the proposals by industry and 
feedback that is better able to address and compare the current versus proposed measures. 

Ports Australia echoes the concerns raised by its members submissions and requests that further 
information be provided by the Department of Home Affairs prior to another round of industry 
consultation. 

 

Ports Australia welcomes this consultation, and should the Department of Home Affairs identify that 
further information from a national port perspective would be of assistance in undertaking this 
review, Ports Australia would be pleased to assist. 
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