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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY 

Ports Australia is pleased to provide a submission to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment to contribute to development of the national biosecurity strategy. Australia’s biosecurity system 
is critical, and a national biosecurity strategy will be significant in enabling governments and industry to have a 
clear and shared understanding of the long-term direction of the biosecurity system. Integration of existing 
work and inclusion of additional approaches that will allow for an enhanced biosecurity system will be key; and 
Ports Australia’s submission seeks to support these efforts. 

The Australian ports are key infrastructure that allows for the movement of freight and passengers intrastate, 
interstate and internationally, with over 98% of international trade by weight conducted via the country’s 
ports.1 Given the number of international and national vessel movements and volume of trade, the ports play 
an important role in the biosecurity of the nation. An appropriate approach to managing biosecurity cannot be 
underestimated, with the strength of the approach having direct implications for the health and welfare of 
Australians, Australia’s flora, fauna, land and agriculture, and in turn industry and the economy. 

Ports Australia is appreciative of the consultation being conducted to ensure that the national biosecurity 
strategy comprehensively captures current and future needs and opportunities for biosecurity, governments 
and industries. This submission seeks to support the development of the strategy, by outlining opportunities 
for an enhanced biosecurity system including: 

1. Improved clarity of the roles and responsibilities across federal and state authorities; 
2. Enhanced authority resources and processes to meet the needs of the supply chain; and 
3. Examination of pragmatic long-term funding mechanisms. 

 

 

Ports Australia is the peak industry body representing both publicly and privately owned port authorities and 
corporations across Australia. Ports Australia is governed by a Board of Directors comprising the Chief 
Executive Officers of 13 port corporations from across Australia.  

 

 

1. Improved clarity of the roles and responsibilities across federal and state authorities 

To allow the biosecurity system in Australia to function most effectively, a clear understanding of individual 
roles and responsibilities is imperative. A concise framework that details this information on each entity 
(industry, federal and state authorities) and their roles and responsibilities would be welcome. Greater clarity 
on this would enable improved and timely communication and processes between entities. All entities would 
be able to clearly understand their responsibility making the shared responsibility of biosecurity easier to 
comprehend and execute. 

 
1 Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (BITRE) 2014, Containerised and non-containerised trade 
through Australian ports to 2032–33. 
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One example of a framework being developed in this space is one port member working with the Department 
of Agriculture, Water and the Environment on a process map for the management of foreign animals / pests on 
board ships. Such initiatives to stipulate roles, responsibilities and processes is extremely valuable, and it is 
recommended that this initiative be replicated across the biosecurity domain in collaboration with federal and 
state bodies and industry. 

2. Enhanced authority resources and processes to meet the needs of the supply chain 

Biosecurity processes and authority resources need to be setup to ensure that supply chains are best enabled 
to function efficiently. It is simultaneously noted that biosecurity measures still need to be as stringent as 
necessary and practical. 

Some ports have experienced frequent business disruptions due to lack of communication, delays or a change 
in plans by the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment relating to directions. This can result 
in the halting of shipments and have a significant impact on a number of supply chain businesses and their 
operations. Reasonable processing and information provision timeframes are necessary, and it is recommended 
that: 

• Biosecurity bottlenecks are continuously examined and processes enhanced in response to this; 
• Expertise and availability of skilled officers is increased; and 
• Collection and sharing of relevant data is increased, which will help facilitate the above two points. 

For improved service delivery, communication and processes of the Department of Agriculture, Water and 
the Environment need to be examined particularly in relation to bottlenecks. It is suggested that improved 
communication with staff on the ground as well would be of benefit which could be facilitated through regular 
meetings as well as the clear roles and responsibilities framework outlined above under Improved clarity of the 
roles and responsibilities across federal and state authorities. 

It is of concern to Ports Australia that bottlenecks may be exacerbated with more countries now listed as 
Brown Marmorated Stink Bug threats. This could increase the Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment workload and if not managed properly could lead to congestion in ports and delays clearing 
containers from terminals.  

Suggestions received by Ports Australia members also included the opportunity to extend the classification and 
treatment of container terminals to metropolitan intermodal terminals that are connected to container 
terminals via rail. With the right biosecurity protocols, taking such action would enable inspection and 
processing to be undertaken not just at the port reducing delays. 

Ports Australia strongly recommends that the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 
examine its resourcing as well which is a key concern for Ports Australia members. Appropriately trained and 
skilled officers are necessary to meet current demands, and flexibility of resourcing is also necessary to ensure 
availability of skilled staff in surge situations. 

3. Examination of pragmatic long-term funding mechanisms 

Ports Australia recognises the importance of Australia’s biosecurity system being funded appropriately to allow 
the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment to continue to protect Australia’s ecosystems. 

It is suggested that funding mechanisms be examined simultaneously with system and process improvement 
measures as these could have a significant impact on necessary funding. An example of this includes the 
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opportunity to have different delivery models with additional approved arrangement services, such as Country 
Action List container screening. 

Ports Australia suggests that funding arrangements be developed in close consultation with industry and 
consumers, with key elements for consideration being: 

• Importers and exporters are the reason for the goods being moved across borders and as such, 
initiate biosecurity risks; 

• Types of goods being imported and exported as this directly influences the posed risk to Australia’s 
biosecurity system and the level of work required to prevent related biosecurity infringements; and 

• Biosecurity breaches, as these have the potential to impact or have realised impacts to Australia flora, 
fauna and economy. 
 

 

A national biosecurity strategy is an important framework for understanding the long-term direction of the 
biosecurity system, and this submission intends to assist the Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment in its development. Ports Australia appreciates this opportunity for industry feedback, and should 
further information from a port industry perspective be required, Ports Australia would be more than pleased 
to contribute. 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 

Level 2, 1 York St, Sydney NSW 2000 
02 9247 7581 | info@portsaustralia.com.au 

www.portsaustralia.com.au  

REFERENCES 

Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (BITRE) 2014, Containerised and non-containerised 
trade through Australian ports to 2032–33, BITRE, Canberra, viewed 27 September 2020, 
<https://www.bitre.gov.au/sites/default/files/report_138.pdf>. 

 


	DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND THE ENVIRONMENT
	NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY

