
 

 

 
 
 

 Community Meeting to Discuss the Proposed DORA on 
Hyde Park Square 
 

Monday, April 3, 2022 
Hyde Park Community United Methodist Church 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Trustees in Attendance:  J. Buening, D. Hapner, S. Hassell, T. McEvoy, A. Schutte, and B. Whitney 
 

Introduction and Survey Data Overview 

S. Hassell opened the meeting by thanking HPMC, the community, T. McEvoy, Austin Heidt, and Paul Rudolph for their 

participation in the process. 

T. McEvoy began his presentation by reading through the State of Ohio’s legal definition of a DORA district. He gave an 

overview of DORA application process and noted where the Hyde Park DORA proposal is i that process. 

T. McEvoy gave an overview of the online survey and emphasized it remains open for people to provide input. The goal 

of the survey was to solicit feedback from a broad sampling of the neighborhood in a timely fashion and in as unbiased 

way as possible. He noted that the survey had been open for 22 days, had received more than570 responses and more 

than 430 short responses. He feels that the engagement has been good and that the demographic data of survey 

participants aligns with demographic data for the 45208 zip code available through Niche. 

T. McEvoy notes that the most cited point from people opposed to the DORA was concerns that the DORA would harm 

the family atmosphere in the square. 

Full results will be shared to the website along with a PDF of this presentation. 

Daryl Papp in the audience shared a question/concern about the accuracy of the survey data because of the mistaken 

assumption of some number of survey participants that having the DORA would mean that HP square would be closed 

to traffic during those hours. Discussion about this issue followed. 

DORA Presentation by Austin Heidt and Paul Rudolph 

Austin Heidt provided a brief overview of the DORA application and plans. He noted that the DORA cups would be 

compostable and recyclable cups. He shared information about their proposed management structure. He noted that 

District 2 did not anticipate needing any additional staffing to cover enforcement issues related to a DORA on Hyde Park 

Square. In terms of a sanitation plan, he noted that participating businesses have agreed to be responsible for managing 

the trash cans closest to their buildings and that all businesses would help with maintaining the cans in the square itself 

Open Questions and Discussion 

Dave Hapner (Hyde Park resident and trustee) noted he was happy to hear about the decision to use recyclable cups for 

DORA beverages. He also noted concerns about traffic/pedestrian issues in Hyde Park Square and expressed hope that 

having a DORA may make a “more compelling” case for Hyde Park to request the installation of speed cushions at either 

end of the square to slow the traffic.  



Janet Buening (Hyde Park resident and trustee) noted that she lives in close proximity to the square and while she was 

initially skeptical of the proposed DORA that she has come to see it as something the community should try to help 

revitalize businesses on the square. She noted that she had made a trip to Wyoming to have dinner in their DORA area 

and left with a very positive impression of the concept. 

Steve Goldstein (Michigan Terrace resident) asked for clarification as to whether Michigan Terrace is included in the 

DORA boundaries. Paul Rudolph confirmed that it is. He expressed concern about DORA participants clashing with 

families in the park during the DORA hours. 

Blair Whitney (east Hyde Park resident and trustee) asked whether the DORA organizers had confirmation whether the 

Parks Board would allow the Hyde Park Square itself to be included in the DORA. Paul Rudolph explained that they didn’t 

have a definite answer on this. Tommy McEvoy noted that the carousel at the Banks was technically Park Board property 

and was included in the Banks DORA. Blair also expressed concerns about existing issues with lack of snow/ice removal 

at businesses along the south side of Hyde Park Square this winter. Janet Buening noted that the HP Square Business 

association did not currently have a contract for snow removal. 

Nichole Michaels (east Hyde Park resident) expressed enthusiasm for the DORA. She says the DORA is appealing because 

they can go down to the square, grab a beer, kids can play and eat Graeters and socialize. She says her other neighbors 

are excited about this. 

Sheila (did not get her last name) asked about the size of the DORA area proposed and for a better understanding of 

what the benefit to the neighborhood would be from a DORA.  Paul Rudolph explained that the DORA would be an extra 

amenity for the neighborhood, to increase foot traffic to the square and related businesses. 

Claire Silversack (east Hyde Park resident and business owner) asked about the feasibility of extending the DORA down 

into east HP. T. McEvoy explained how Wyoming has two parts to their DORA connected along Compton Road but noted 

that the entire DORA area needs to be contiguous. 

Tiffany Papp (Michigan Terrace resident) expressed concerns about the DORA leading people to congregate in the patio 

area at Lululemon. She asked Paul Rudolph and Austin Heidt to adjust the proposed DORA boundary to not include their 

building or even a part of it. Paul Rudolph pushed back saying they’re not sure which businesses would go into the retail 

space at Michigan Terrace in the future and whether they would want to participate in the DORA. Tiffany explained that 

the Michigan Terrace condo association needs to ok any new businesses in that building and that they would not 

approve of a business that would participate in the DORA. Additionally, she later stressed concerns about the increased 

noise for Michigan Terrace residents from people in the DORA noting that they can hear conversations people have 

when waiting at the bus stop in front of their building. 

Liz Stites (head of Hyde Park Farmers Market) provided some additional insight into existing sanitation issues around the 

square. She notes that she arranges for extra trash pickup on Sundays during market season and that she requires her 

vendors to take all their trash with them. Liz highlights that cleanliness in the park was very problematic during the 

summer of 2021, with most of the trash bins in the park overflowing. 

Michigan Terrace Resident (did not provide name) asks about how special events would work with the DORA. After 

some review of the state’s website and discussion, Paul Rudolph and Austin Heidt clarified that special event still must 

obtain their own special permitting for alcohol even if they are operating the event within the DORA boundaries. 

A different Michigan Terrace resident (did not provide name) expressed concerns about how District 2 would handle 

complaints about noise issues and other possible issues with the DORA when District 2 is already under resourced on 

weekends. 

Janet Buening (Hyde Park resident and trustee) asked whether the DORA organizers planned to educate participants 

about the rules within the DORA (specifically the hours). Paul Rudolph and Austin Heidt said that they felt that this 

would be addressed by servers not selling beverages in the DORA cups outside of the permitted hours. 



Scott Hassell (Hyde Park resident and trustee) expressed concerns that the current DORA application does not provide 

many specifics about the proposed sanitation plan. Austin Heidt agrees to add additional specifics. 

A life-long Hyde Park resident (did not provide name) expressed enthusiasm for the proposed DORA and said that if 

Hyde Park does not approve the DORA on the square, then some other neighborhood would benefit. He notes how 

much the square businesses seem to be struggling and feels the DORA would bring some needed revitalization. He notes 

that he recently visited a DORA in Ludlow, KY during Sunday brunch hours and how many people were taking advantage 

of it. 

A Hyde Park resident (did not provide name) asked whether the DORA needed to have operating hours on all days of the 

week. Paul Rudolph and Austin Heidt discussed the thought process/balancing they had done with establishing the 

proposed hours and days. 

Blair Whitney (Hyde Park resident and trustee) asked whether there were any issues with including the fire house within 

the proposed DORA boundaries and whether the Fire Department had been included in any discussions about the 

proposal. Paul Rudolph indicated that they had not. 

A question was asked about how changes can be made to a DORA to amend hours, boundaries, etc. A representative 

from the city noted that a DORA can be changed, but that there is a process that must be followed to route the change 

through the appropriate city and state approvals. He notes that there it takes a minimum of 3 month to process any 

changes to a DORA. Additionally, he clarifies that while a business can withdraw a DORA at any time that a new business 

needs to apply and follow a formal approval processes to be added into a DORA. 

Daryl Papp (Michigan Terrace resident) closed the discussion by asking again that the proposed boundaries be changed 

to omit Michigan Terrace from the DORA, noting emphatically that Michigan Terrace “is a home, not a business,“ and its 

residents do not benefit from or belong in those boundaries. 


