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    Board of Trustees Meeting

Tuesday, November 13, 2018
Meeting Minutes

Meeting called to order by President, B. Smyth, at 7:05 p.m.

In Attendance:  J. Buening, D. Discepoli, S. Hassell, A. Lewis, N. Lewis, S. Mullin, T. Nelson, A. Shikany, B. Smyth, G. Wollenweber, and Val Woodham
Advance Notice of Absence:  D. Hapner and T. Roe

Absent:  E. Geiger Draugelis  
1. Guests:

Cincinnati Police Department, District 2—Officer Tarvin delivered the Hyde Park Community Crime Statistics Report for the period ending December 8, 2018.  He said that there have been many reports of packages being stolen from front porches in the neighborhood, which is likely due to holiday deliveries.  Captain Jones encouraged residents not to leave anything in plain sight in their cars to prevent any thefts from autos in the area.  Officer Tarvin can be reached at 979-4480.
Angela Ellard—Burch Avenue Resident spoke about her research into a neighborhood-wide sidewalk safety initiative.  She is asking the HPNC to support her efforts in seeking possible solutions for sidewalk repair/replacement.  Some ideas include a tax abatement or tax deduction for residents who repair/replace sidewalks in front of their residences.  She plans to contact the City Arborist’s Office, Jeff Pastor’s office (chair of the Neighborhoods Committee), Dave Hapner and Todd Roe (Traffic/Safety Committee members) to inquire about next steps and possible funding solutions.  HPNC will post a notice on our social media sites letting residents know about the group forming to spearhead the sidewalk safety initiative and encourage participation and support.    
 
2. Officers’ Reports
A.  Recording Secretary’s Report – S. Mullin 

Minutes from the November 13, 2018 board meeting were sent by email.  Without objection the minutes were approved as submitted.
B.
Treasurer’s Report – A. Lewis 
The November 11-December 10, 2018 Financial Report was sent by email.  Without objection the Report was adopted as submitted.   
3.
Committee Reports 
A. Zoning Committee
G. Wollenweber reported on the proposed use of the property at 2134 Madison Road as a Doctor’s office and the application for a special exception to the zoning code for front yard parking.  A hearing took place on December 4, 2018 on the application.  The Committee submitted a letter in opposition to the exception detailing the reasons therefor.

G. Wollenweber reported that he had been contacted by a Menlo Avenue resident voicing concern about an internally illuminated house number sign on a newly constructed residence.  Street address number signs are “exempt signs” and unregulated by the zoning code.  

B. Hyde Park Square Business Association 
J. Buening reported that the final Wine Walk Wednesday of the year will take place on December 12.  The new contractor engaged by the HPSBA to put up holiday lighting around the Square is much less expensive than the prior company, thanks to the good research and hard work of Stan Kittle.  There are no plans to erect the nativity scene this year.

C. Plan Hyde Park   J. Buening reported that the Committee’s next meeting will take place on January 22nd at Lori Wellinghoff’s house.  Address to be circulated via email to Committee members.    
4.  
Old Business  
A. Coffee Emporium  J. Buening attended the December 5th City Council meeting at which the Not Withstanding Ordinance (“NOW”) was considered.  J. Buening spoke in opposition to the proposed NOW and shared the HPNC’s voted opposition.  All 8 of the City Council members present voted in favor of the NWO.  The text of the NOW follows:

ECONOMIC GROWTH & ZONING COMMITTEE
122-201801649 ORDINANCE submitted by Patrick A. Duhaney, Acting City Manager, on 10/31/2018, AUTHORIZING a portion of property comprised primarily of unused right-of way along Victoria Avenue in Hyde Park to be used for a commercial purpose, namely a limited number of outdoor tables and seating, for the adjacent business located at 3316 Erie Avenue, without a minimum parking space requirement for the additional square footage and NOTWITHSTANDING the provisions of Section 1403-05, "Land Use Regulations," of Chapter 1403, "Single-Family Districts," the provisions of Chapter 1425, "Parking and Loading Regulations," of the Cincinnati Zoning Code, and any other applicable provisions of the Cincinnati Zoning Code and the Cincinnati Municipal Code.”

Kim and Sean Donovan, new owners of the residence abutting the City property subject to the NOW, introduced themselves.  They talked about their recent communication with Amy Murray’s chief of staff and their interest in maintaining the part of the City property between their parcel and the area subject to the NWO.  Tony Tausch, owner of the Coffee Emporium, said he thinks they can come to an understanding with the Donovans and the City delineating the areas each will maintain.  He said that the Coffee Emporium wants to be a good neighbor and plans for the attorneys for the Donovans and Coffee Emporium to meet and talk about options are underway. 
Adjourn:  Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m.

Sybil Mullin, Recording Secretary
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