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    Board of Trustees Meeting

Tuesday, October 9, 2018
Meeting Minutes

Meeting called to order by President, B. Smyth, at 7:03 p.m.

In Attendance:  J. Buening, D. Discepoli, D. Hapner, S. Hassell, A. Lewis, J. Lovelace, N. Lewis, S. Mullin, T. Roe, B. Smyth, G. Wollenweber, and Val Woodham
Advance Notice of Absence:  E. Geiger Draugelis, T. Nelson, and A. Shikany
1. Guests:

Cincinnati Police Department, District 2—Officer Tarvin delivered the Hyde Park Community Crime Statistics Report for the period ending October 6, 2018.  Officer Tarvin can be reached at 979-4480.
Cincinnati Fire Department, Hyde Park Fire Station—Brian Doering (Firefighter and Paramedic in charge, Engine 46) delivered the September Narcan Report.  He announced that this is Fire Prevention Week and Saturday October 13th from 1-5 pm all Cincinnati Fire Stations will host open houses with refreshments, tours, and photo opportunities.  Smoke detectors are available at all fire stations as well as 10-year batteries for households where CPS students reside.  Doering encouraged residents to sign up for “Smart911.com” an initiative spearheaded by Council member Murray that provides more detailed medical history and contact information to fire and police responders based upon callers’ phone numbers.  Doering can be reached at 352-2346.

Withrow High School LSDMC—Dr. Moffat introduced himself and said that the school’s LSDMC plans to attend our monthly Board meetings regularly to keep the community apprised of the activities at Withrow.  President and Treasurer of Withrow’s Alumni Association, David Blocksom (Class of ’68), talked about the events scheduled over the next year to celebrate Withrow’s Centennial, including an athletics reunion in the spring and a centennial homecoming in the fall.  Teacher and LSDMC member, Trish Miller, shared that Withrow wants to encourage involvement and partnerships with the Hyde Park community and residents.  One goal is to re-image/re-brand Withrow and encourage business leaders to get involved and help prepare students for success in the business world.  The final home football game of the season will be October 26th.  Withrow’s facilities are open to the public, including the parking and access point to the Wasson Way Trail.  The new baseball facilities on Withrow’s campus, run by the Cincinnati Recreation Commission, have brought many visitors and baseball players to the school.  There is a dental center and health clinic within the school founded by CPS and the Cincinnati Health Department which provide on-site services to students.  Learn more about the centennial events at www.withrowalumni.org  and more about Withrow at https://withrow.cps-k12.org.  
Jalisa—Director, Oakley Recreation Center shared that the Center’s annual “Trunk or Treat” Halloween event will take place on October 27th from 5:30-7:30 in the parking lot of the center.  In addition to candy, there will be a DJ, games, a bounce house and games for the kids.  She encouraged local businesses to sponsor a trunk.  Contact the Center at 321-9320. 

2. Officers’ Reports
A.  Recording Secretary’s Report – S. Mullin 

Minutes from the September 11, 2018 board meeting were sent by email.  Without objection the minutes were approved as submitted.
B.
Treasurer’s Report – A. Lewis 
The September 11-October 8, 2018 Financial Report was sent by email.  Without objection the Report was adopted as submitted.   
3.
Committee Reports 
A. Zoning Committee
S. Hassell reported on the status of the 2623 Erie (Stagnaro, Saba & Patterson law firm) appeal of the Zoning Hearing Examiner’s denial of the request to demolish the garage on the property.  A hearing is scheduled for October 11 at 9 a.m. before the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

B. Outreach Committee B. Smyth reported that the Halloween on the Square will take place on Sunday October 28th at 11:30 a.m. and will again coincide with the final outdoor Farmer’s Market of the season.  B. Smyth will contact the director of the Farmer’s Market to ensure that the vendors are aware of the event and any who wish to pass out candy would be welcome to do so.  J. Lovelace will create the annual event poster and flyers and the Committee will circulate them to area businesses for posting.  Volunteers he morning of the event are welcome to help set up, register participants, and help judge the various age groups.  V. Woodham will see to it that the HP mom bloggers get advance notice to help promote the event.   
Hyde Park Square Business Association J. Buening suggested that the Outreach Committee alert the HBSBA of the Halloween event so they can participate in supplying candy to the kids.  Wine Walk Wednesday takes place every Wednesday through October (6-9 p.m.), wristbands are $10 and the proceeds go to support The Cure Starts Now.  

The annual tree lighting and visit from Santa will take place Saturday November 24th at 6 p.m.  Two new retail businesses are opening on the Square, one is a women’s clothing boutique in the former Head Over Heels shoe store space.  A private donor has paid to have new and improved Christmas lights on the Square for the holiday. 

No word back from the City on our request to return the metered parking to its former hours, ending at 6 p.m.  Currently the meters are effective until 9 p.m. 

C. Plan Hyde Park  J. Buening reported that the September 25 public meeting was productive.  No major objections to the current Plan focus and contents were voiced and the meeting was well attended.  The next step is the Tuesday October 23 Steering Committee meeting (at HPCUMC) at which the group will begin drafting the Plan.  

D. HPNC Website  B. Smyth reported that he expects the new site to be launched within the next several weeks.  

4.  
Old Business  
A. Coffee Emporium B. Smyth read a letter from Victoria Lane Residents Janet and Tom Huston related to the neighborhood opposition to the use of City owned property by the Coffee Emporium.  

Julie Perry, also a Victoria Lane resident, spoke in opposition to the Coffee Emporium’s expansion/lease and talked about the negative impact on already scarce number of parking spaces on Victoria and Victoria Lane.  She mentioned that the tight parking, increased car traffic, and bus travel along Erie all compound the safety issues in the area for motorists and pedestrians.  

Another resident said that she had not received any notice of the proposed lease of City right of way to the Coffee Emporium and was surprised to learn about the potential agreement.  

Another area resident (since 2001) spoke in favor of the proposed lease, saying that the City historically had done a poor job of maintaining the greenspace.  She noted that the Coffee Emporium had trimmed the thorny bushes that used to overhang the sidewalk and made the area welcoming and pedestrian/family-friendly.  She referred to the Coffee Emporium as an asset to the community and just part of the appeal of a walkable urban neighborhood. 

Another resident offered that the purpose of zoning was to maintain a consistent enforcement of development.  She said that she felt that the greenspace between the Coffee Emporium and neighboring residential properties was a buffer and essential to retain the separation between homes and businesses.  

G. Wollenweber opined that Coffee Emporium should be seeking a notwithstanding order to use property that is zoned for residential purposes for business purposes.  This month’s Zoning Committee Report supports the Coffee Emporium’s proposed lease of public right-of-way, but ants the lease to terminate upon: 1. An alcohol sale or consumption license is issued to 3316 Erie.; 2. The Coffee Emporium ceases operation of the property is sold.; or, 3. The conditions of the Not Withstanding Ordinance are violated. 

A hearing is scheduled before the Planning Commission on the Not Withstanding Ordinance for 10/19/18.  For the HPNC to propose a recommendation at the hearing, a position must be voted upon.  

Carl Uebelacker, a 47-year Victoria Avenue, spoke against the proposed lease and the use of public property for commercial/business purposes.  He said that if approved, the agreement sets a bad precedent and encourages commercial creep into residential areas.  

N. Lewis moved, “The Zoning Committee recommends supporting the Lease of approximately 200 square feet of public right of way (the amount requested by applicant) and a Not Withstanding Ordinance to allow the Coffee Emporium use of the leased area for outdoor seating but Only IF the following conditions are met: 

The Lease contains language that terminates the lease if: 

1. An alcohol sale or consumption license is issued to 3316 Erie 

2. The coffee shop business ceases operation or the property is sold. 

3. The conditions of the Not Withstanding Ordinance are violated. 

The Not Withstanding Ordinance contains language that: 

Whereas, the applicant has knowingly violated the Zoning code and the conditions of his Revocable Street Privilege for a number of years, and; 

Whereas the HPNC seeks to protect to protect the natural environment and the nearby SF-6 residential area, and; 

Whereas the HPNC is sensitive to the stated plans of Coffee Emporium to use the leased area, and; 

Whereas the HPNC opposes the lease and a Not-Withstanding-Ordinance for business use in the SF-6 zoned land unless all of the following conditions are included in the Ordinance: 

1. The proposed lease area of about 200 square feet must be professionally surveyed, ground stakes installed and a proper legal description of the proposed area must be contained within the ordinance. 

2. The proposed lease area must abut the entire length of land along the west side of the property known as 3316 Erie. 

3. The Lessee must install and maintain a decorative screen fence six (6) feet tall between the leased area and the abutting green space of the Public Right of Way and that no gate or passage way is permitted between the leased area and the Public Right-Of-Way. 

4. The Lessee is permitted to locate no more the four (4) outdoor tables with four (4) seats at each for use by Coffee Emporium customers on the leased area and the service or sale of alcoholic beverages or food will not be permitted in the leased area which must be provided with adequate receptacles for the disposal of cups, napkins and other litter and there shall be no lighting, signage, amplified or un-amplified entertainment or other structures in the leased area. 

5. The Lessee is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the leased area and maintains the City as additional insured for all claims of liability. 

6. The Lessee will annually pay the City an appropriate sum of $_____ equal to the value of the land leased to help pay for the upkeep of the Green Space Right of Way. Failure to pay in a timely manner will void the lease and the leased land must be promptly restored as a public green space at the cost of the Lessee. 

7. Only the leased area will be exempt of the off street parking requirements of the CC-M District of the zoning code. The existing strip of land (xx by yy) abutting the current building and zoned SF6 will be included with the Not Withstanding-Ordinance for use by Coffee Emporium with the leased land but not exempted from the off street parking requirements of the CC-M zone in which the existing property is zoned. 

8. All Revocable Street Privileges be extinguished on the Public-Right-Of Way area and it is promptly restored as a landscaped green space by the Lessee.”  Second by G. Wollenweber.  3 in favor, 7 opposed, one abstention.  Motion failed.

J. Buening moved, “That the HPNC opposes the grant of a Not Withstanding Ordinance to allow commercial use of a current SF-6 zoned property in the subject right of way.”  Second by D. Hapner.  8 in favor, 3 opposed.  Motion carried. 
B. IDC 81  N. Lewis reported that the portion of the IDC related to establishing a Neighborhood Conservation District had been pulled from the City Council’s agenda at the last meeting and predictions are that the matter is dead.  The committee that has been working on the lot-splitting regulations continues to meet every week, and plans to complete its work by the end of the year.

Adjourn:  Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m.

Sybil Mullin, Recording Secretary
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