
Ways To Reduce 

The Risk of Electrical Fires 

According to the National Fire 

Prevention Association (NFPA), There 

were over 45,000 electrical fires in 

the US on average between 2010 and 

2014. These fires resulted In 420 

deaths and over 1,300 injuries 

annually, with an estimated property 

damage of $1.4 billion. 

Here are eight ways you can reduce        

your risk of an electrical fire. 

Avoid overloading outlets 

Connecting too many appliances and 

devices to one outlet increases 

current flow and heats the wiring. 

This can ignite a fire. Ensure that  

you limit the number of devices 

using an outlet at any one time. 

Use extension cords sparingly 

Extension cords should be used briefly   

then  removed. Appliances must be 

plugged directly  into a wall outlet for 

long term use.  If there is no outlet in a 

location that you need one, have an 

electrician install an extra outlet. 

Keep electrical cords away from 

heat and flammable surfaces 

Heat sources can melt insulation 

and wiring, causing it to ignite. 

Similarly, if a wire is routed beneath 

carpet or is too near to flammable 

items like curtains, it can become 

too hot and ignite. 

Discard damaged cords 

Do regular visual inspections on 

electrical cords so that if there is any 

damage, you can replace the 

appliance before it causes a fire.  

Be cautious about space heater 

use 

Space heaters can ignite flammable 

items like curtains, carpets and 

sheets. When positioning your space 

heater, keep it away from flammable 

surfaces. Place heaters on stable 

surfaces so there is less risk of the 

heater being knocked over. Unplug 

your heater as soon as you no longer 

need it. If you need to leave it running 

continuously because your heating is  
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Play a winter sport 

Depending on where you live, skiing or 

hockey might be popular and available. You 

might prefer ice fishing, skating or curling. 

The list of options is endless. And if you’re 

trying it for the first time, the combination 

of learning something new and expanding 

your social circles might turn winter into 

your favorite time of year. 

Take up an indoor hobby 

WINTER MONTHS 
HOW TO SHORTEN THE 

Cross Word Puzzle 
Electrical 

insufficient, call in a  

professional to deal with your 

heating issue so you are less 

reliant on space heaters. 

 

Have arc-fault circuit  

Interrupters(AFCIs) work by 

preventing electrical flow from 

continuing if it detects an  

electrical arc. AFCIs are  

capable of distinguishing a 

regular arc from a dangerous 

one that can cause a fire.  

 

If your home is older, you may 

not have the required AFCIs 

installed. Call a professional  

to verify what your needs are 

and have them installed, if 

necessary. Have a professional 

inspect your home’s electrical 

wiring and  

panel. Most of your home’s 

wiring is hidden in walls, attics, 

and behind outlets.  

Have a professional inspect 

the condition of your wiring 

and electrical panel so you 

can act on any potential is-

sues before they turn into a  

major disaster.  

 

If you are concerned about 

your home’s electrical  

system, give us a call and we 

can help you reduce the risk 

of electrical fire and keep 

your family safe. 

Winter is the season that most people dread 

as they count down the weeks, days, and 

hours until the temperature starts to climb. If 

you meet each winter with trepidation and 

want it to pass more quickly, here are some 

tips to get you through the season: 

If anything to do with outdoors or ice 

sends shivers up your spine, staying busy 

indoors might be just the thing you need. 

Painting, banking or woodworking in a 

(heated) garage are some of the fun  

activities ties that will help you ignore old           

 man winter until he’s gone.  

1. This is more commonly known as a spark. 

2.  This tool measures some characteristics of a liquid. 

3. Stores energy in the form of an electrostatic field between plates. 

4. Protects from dangerous effects of electricity flowing through conductors.  

5. To turn on the lights, you flip the light   . 

6. Positive charge,    charge.  

7. Operates to provide over current protection of a circuit 

8. Short burst of electromagnetic energy 

9. Instrument used to measure current in a circuit. 

10. Form of energy resulting from the existence of charged particles.  

1

2

. 

3 4

5 6 7

. 

8

9

10 Answer Key 

DOWN: 

1. Discharge 

2. Hydrometer 

3. Capacitor 

4. Insulator 

5. Switch 

6. Fuse 

ACROSS: 

8. Pulse 

9. Ammeter 

10. Electricity 



ServiceDetectives.com 

Make it a winter-only event and might find 

yourself looking forward to the colder 

weather. 

Do an indoor renovation 

project 

Plan a fun winter vacation 

instead of waiting for the 

summer. 
 

 

 

Hibernate a bit 
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CORNER 
COUPON 

“ What does an electrician say to another “                                    
electrician when they met at the mall? 

“ Why did the AC compressor sweat? “ 

Because it had to run all day! 

Watts Up! 
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Do you have projects around  

the house that you’ve been  

neglecting? If you couldn’t  

find the time during camping  

season, now’s the best season  

to get it done. You’ll feel  

productive and by the time  

the snow melts, you’ll have  

something to show off. 

Most people plan getaways in  

the summer. This crowds       

airports, campsites and resorts.  

If you had intentions of visiting the Caribbean in the 

summer, why not make it a winter escape instead? 

Splitting the winter season with a break on a toasty 

beach is sure to make it  

 go by quicker. 

After the long daylight hours of  

summer having non-stop fun,  

you need a break. Late bedtimes  

while the sun streams through the 

curtains will eventually take a toll  

on your body. Use the long chilly 

nights to snuggle in for a long rest. 

Slow things down and let your body 

recover for next year. Your body will 

thank you and you’ll sleep away a  

portion of the season. 

Dealing with winter shouldn’t include 

having issues with your heating and 

plumbing. If you need to make sure 

you’re warm and ready for the cold 

weather, give us a call so you can focus  

on the fun stuff! 
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No smoker? No problem. 
This can be prepared in an oven. 

Smoked, Bacon Wrapped Chicken, 
Stuffed with Cream Cheese & Spin-

First, brine the chicken. Mix the salt and sugar in the water until transparent. Place chicken breasts in a large zip lock bag.  

Fill bag with brine mix, pushing all of the air out of sealing. Place in a casserole dish  or large bowl and refrigerate for 4 hours. 

Second, prepare and smoke the chicken. Pre-heat smoker or oven to 225 deg F. Remove chicken from brine and rinse. Cut pocket in 

the chicken and stuff each breast with 1/3rd of the spinach and 1/3rd of the cream cheese. 

Wrap with four pieces of bacon. Cook on smoker or in oven for four hours (until the bacon looks cooked). 

Third, prepare the sauce. Melt butter in a sauce pan. Add Worcestershire and mix well. Add cream and mix well. Heat to low boil and  

reduce simmer for 30 minutes. 

Serve chicken on the sauce. 

3 chicken breasts 

1 cup chopped spinach 

1 package of cream cheese (8 

oz) 

1 package of thin sliced bacon 

1/2 cup Kosher salt 

1/2 cup brown sugar 

1/4 cup butter 

1/2 cup Worcestershire sauce 

3/4 cup heavy cream 
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