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The benefits of pet ownership are 

measurable: Lower stress levels, 

less likelihood of heart attacks, 

increased fitness, reduced 

depression. 

 

But there is a dark side: Allergies 

Approximately 10% of people have 

some sort of pet allergy, two-thirds 

of which are cat allergies. These 

unfortunate souls have to deal with 

runny noses, itchy eyes, bothersome 

sneezing fits, rashes, breathing 

problems and swollen nasal 

membranes. 

 

A pet allergy is an immune response 

to a protein found in urine, saliva 

and the skin of cats and dogs. This 

protein is discharged into the air 

when pets shed, releasing dander 

(dead skin cells).  

 

While some breeds are more likely 

to cause an allergic reaction, there 

is no such thing as a hypoallergenic 

cat or dog.  

 

Modifications to deal with pets in 

the home 

Even with no allergies, you want to 

make sure to replace your furnace 

filter more frequently as pet hairs 

and other contaminants can gather 

in the filter, clogging it faster and 

gathering in your ductwork and 

other surfaces. 

 

For allergy situations, mechanical 

system modifications can go a long 

way to alleviate some of the issues 

with pet allergies. 

 

Typical HVAC filters are capable of 

removing particles down to 3 

microns in size, depending on its 

Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value 

(MERV) rating.  

 

High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) 

filters were developed by military 

scientists to  
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Because we want everyone to 

enjoy the holidays here at 

Electrical Detectives, we’re giving 

$20 gift certificates to each of our 

customers. Just check the coupon 

board on page 3. It’s a big 

expense, but we want to celebrate 

the holidays in a big way. 

 

There are no strings attached to 

this gift certificate.  You can use it 

for anything you want with 

Electrical Detectives, at any time, 

now or in the future.  You can 

apply it towards service work, 

maintenance, indoor air quality 

products like electronic air 

cleaners, duct mounted 

humidifiers for the winter, duct 

mounted UV lights to help clean 

the air and kill microbial 

contaminants.  Heck, you can even 

use it for replacing your 

equipment. 

 

Thank you for your past business.  

The reason we’re here is to help 

customers like you improve the 

comfort levels of their homes and 

businesses, reduce utility 

expenses, and boost the quality of 

indoor air.  We’ve been doing it for 

49 years now. 

 

Sincerely, 

How Your Pet Affects 

Indoor Air Quality  

remove radioactive particles 

from the air. Since then, 

they’ve gone through 

development and entered 

the mainstream market for 

the benefit of us ordinary 

folk. These HEPA Filters are 

capable of removing 99.97% 

of particles              

down to 0.3 

microns in size. 

This includes 

pet dander at 

2.5 microns.  

 

In addition to 

changing your 

filter type to            

HEPA, you can get an air 

purifier that goes the extra 

mile in removing small 

particles like pet dander.  

Keep in mind this is no 

replacement for proper 

filtration in your furnace, only 

a supplement. 

 

More frequent duct cleaning 

will reduce allergens and pet 

hair recirculation in your 

home. 

 

Increased ventilation  

replaces stale indoor air (full 

of pet dander) with fresh 

outdoor air. Whereas a 

washroom exhaust fan or two 

might be enough for the 

typical home, installing a    

              ventilator or having    

      an outdoor air intake   

 duct might be  

 necessary for pet  

 owners. 

 

  Unfortunately, in   

  extreme cases where  

       allergies are severe or 

life-threatening, you may have 

to give up your pet.  

 

For all other situations, give 

Your Company a call and we 

can get your HVAC system  

pet-owner friendly. 
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Finally, the move is over! The boxes are 

(mostly) unpacked, the kids’ rooms are in 

order (for now) and you can rest your weary 

bones.  

 

Not so fast. 

 

Here are some things you have to do first: 

 

Change the locks or pass code for electronic 

locks. While it’s unlikely the previous owners 

will break in to rob you, there’s still a security 

risk if your locks are the same as they were  

for past residents. 

 

Find out locations of water mains shut-off, 

power panel and gas shut-off. If your new 

home develops a leak, has electrical 

problems, or has a gas supply issue, you need 

to shut it off quickly. Don’t wait until 

something 

happens to start 

fumbling around.  

 

Prepare an 

emergency 

escape plan. 

This is one of 

those things that often 

get placed on the “tomorrow” list, 

which turns into the “I didn’t get 

around to it” list. Before you need it, 

have it. Practice it until everyone knows 

what to do in a real emergency. 

 

Find out when garbage pick-up days 

are. You undoubtedly have tons of 

garbage from those boxes you used or 

from cleaning out the place. Find out 

the protocol for garbage separation 

and pick up. Check out the city’s 

website or ask the real estate agent. 

 

Figure out the best route to work/

school to avoid traffic. If you’re starting 

a new job, you should stick to the main 

roads on the first day. After that, talk to 

your coworkers, use Google Maps or 

drive around after dinner to get a feel 

for the neighborhoods and street layouts. 

Vary your route until you figure out the least 

traffic-ridden (and most scenic) routes.  

 

Meet the neighbors. Neighbors can look out 

for you, help jumpstart a dead battery, 

make sure your home is secure when 

you’re not there, call for help in 

emergencies, and sit on the porch and chat 

when the kids move away. Don’t overlook 

this simple task when you move into your 

new home.  

 

Find a good plumber, contractor, 

landscaping professional and anyone else 

you’ll need to maintain your new home. You 

need to know who to call for emergencies 

like a sewage backup or a broken furnace. 

Research online, look at reviews, and talk 

to coworkers and parents of other children 

at your kids’ school to get 

recommendations. Call and have an initial 

chat so when you need their services, 

you’re comfortable with them and aren’t 

scrambling. 

 

If you need a contractor you can count on 

for your new home, give us a call to talk 

about how we can help you. 

7 Things 

New Home 

to 

Take Care of at your 

$20 

618.988.8731 

Issued to: 

Approved by: 

Valid toward any service from Electrical Detectives. 

Limit one per service call. No expiration.  

$59 
furnace 
tune-up 

SINGLE USE ONLY. EXPIRES 02/01/17. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH 
OTHER OFFERS. MUST PRESENT THIS AD AT TIME OF YOUR CALL.  

SINGLE USE ONLY. EXPIRES 02/01/17. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH 

OTHER OFFERS. MUST PRESENT THIS AD AT TIME OF YOUR CALL.  

$10 OFF 
any air duct cleaning 

filter replacement 
or 

Call 
Electrical 

Detectives Today! 

3 



Source:  www.pillsbury.com/recipes/grands-monkey-bread/7a1e41b1-4708-4028-8ce6-fcb5baebbc19 

Cinnamon Monkey Bread 

1/2 cup granulated sugar 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

2 cans (16.3 oz each) refrigerated biscuit dough  

1/2 cup raisins, if desired 

1 cup firmly packed brown sugar 

3/4 cup butter or margarine, melted 

1 Heat oven to 350°F. Lightly grease 12-cup fluted tube pan with shortening or cooking 

spray. In a large storage plastic food bag, mix granulated sugar and cinnamon. 

2 Separate dough into 16 biscuits; cut each into quarters. Shake in bag to coat. Arrange 

in pan, adding walnuts and raisins among the biscuit pieces. 

3 In small bowl, mix brown sugar and butter; pour over biscuit pieces. 

4 Bake 30 to 35 minutes or until golden brown and no longer doughy in center. Cool in 

pan 10 minutes. Turn upside down onto serving plate; pull apart to serve. Serve warm. 

4 

SERVES 
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