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Dear Parents/Carers
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We continue to keep Ursula at the forefront of our
thoughts and prayers in school. Mrs Phillips and myself
visited Ursula’s mother earlier this week. While obviously extremely upset, I could only admire the dignified and
eloquent way she is coping with the distressing situation.
While appreciating the overwhelming support and sincere wishes from people, she requested that the family be
allowed to grieve in private. A wish we will honour in
school. In addition the intention is for a private family
funeral and a request has been made for no children to
attend.

Mick Ronson . ................2-3

I wish to thank parents for their kind words and support
in what has been a difficult time for everyone.
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Thomas Rothwell
Principal
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TURN AND FACE THE STRANGE
When I originally joined the staff of Lightcliffe Academy three years ago, it was as a writer, delivering creative writing workshops to groups of students in years 7,8 and 9. As well as being a teacher,
adviser and lecturer I had already written 8 books for Crownhouse Publishing, including children’s
fiction, some of which has been translated into many different languages. I enjoyed working with
those students and the staff here in the English department so much, that when I was asked if
would be interested in staying on to teach at the academy, I found it difficult to say no.
As many of you know I travel some distance to get to work. I live on the outskirts of West Hull and
my journey is across the often unpredictable M62, which means a very early start for me. I was
born and grew up on an estate in East Hull and one of my neighbours was Mick Ronson, who was
to become a world-famous musician; renowned for his work with David Bowie, Lou Reed, Bob Dylan and many others, both as a guitarist and a record producer.
When the City of Hull was awarded ‘City of Culture 2017-2021’ I decided, with my friend the playwright and BBC producer Rupert Creed, to write a tribute to him; a show which would not only tell
his life story but also the reactions of his friends, family and the people of Hull to his extraordinary
career.

The show is called ‘Turn and Face the Strange’ and features an amazing live band including John
Cambridge (David Bowie’s drummer and friend), John Bentley (Squeeze), Keith ‘Ched’
Cheeseman (Robert Palmer, Mick Ronson) and others. It premiered at Hull’s Freedom Centre last
August (very close to where Mick is buried and where he grew up) and sold out every performance
to rave reviews. My favourite review was from The Yorkshire Post which said ‘This is a brilliant
show’ and urged us to perform it in a bigger established venue than the 300 capacity Freedom
Centre.
As well as this there were numerous posts on social media pleading with us to produce the show
again, for those who didn’t get to see it first time round, so Hull Truck Theatre, a big arts theatre in
the centre of Hull invited us to put the production on there this February, fortunately for me in halfterm (otherwise that daily journey would seem longer and longer!). Tickets are already sold out for
most performances and there are now calls for us to tour the show to London and beyond.
Naturally I am thrilled by this and also delighted that lots my friends from Lightcliffe are coming to
see the show in February. One great thing for me as a teacher is that I can also share my experiences and successes (and frustrations) with lots of children here who are interested in becoming
writers themselves. I hope that by seeing what I have done they will experience what I first experienced by seeing Mick; that it is possible to achieve your dreams by taking risks, believing in yourself and being prepared to work very hard to develop whatever talent you have.

Garry Burnett (English Department)
‘Turn and Face the Strange’ is taken from the lyric to David Bowie’s song ‘Changes’
‘Ch-ch-ch-changes, turn and face the strange’

2

3

CLOTHING DONATIONS
Firstly, let us say a massive thank you to everyone who donated to our clothing collection
for The Salvation Army! Your generous donations are going to help refugees, asylum
seekers, homeless people and families in need and will make a difference to their lives.
Adrian Lee, who works at The Salvation Army and came to pick up the donations, was
amazing, awed and extremely grateful by the amount of clothing we had managed to collect. We are ecstatic that all of the donations are going to people who need them most and
thank you again for your generosity.
The Sixth Form Charity Committee.
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Bugsy Malone
Bugsy Malone tickets are now available to purchase via the school ParentPay shop.
Thursday 15th, Friday 16th and Saturday 17th March

Adults

£5

Concessions

£4

Family of 4

£15

55
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Please be considerate to our neighbours when parking around school. Unfortunately, we
have received a number of complaints from local residents who are particularly unhappy
about driveways being blocked. If we all park with more care and attention this creates a
safer environment for us all.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Parents Evenings
Y7

February 28th

Y8

April 24th

Y10

May 1st

Y9

June 12th
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PARENT CONSULTSATION EVENINGS

Year 7 Consultation Evening
This has been re-arranged for Wednesday 28th February between 4pm and
6.30pm. Appointment bookings are still open if you need to change any appointments.
School operates an online appointment booking system. This allows you to choose your own appointment times with teachers
and you will receive an email confirming your appointments.
Please visit https://lightcliffeacademy.parentseveningsystem.co.uk to book
your appointments once your consultation evening has opened.

KEY DATES
February
5th
Governors Meeting
8th & 9th London Art Trip
28th
Y7 Parents Evening
March
5th
15th
16th
17th
19th
21st

Friends of Lightcliffe 6pm
Bugsy Malone Production
Bugsy Malone Production
Big Bang Science Fair
Bugsy Malone Production
Governors Meeting
Parents Forum Meeting 6pm

Term Dates can be viewed on the school website
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