
3rd November 2017 

Do you recognise any of these students from your 

primary school?  Welcome to our new Year7 students 

who joined us in September and arrived looking smart in 

their new BYA uniform.  They have been working hard 

during the first few weeks and have settled in nicely, 

making lots of new friends.  Here are some comments 

they have made: 

“The lessons I have are more than amazing!” 

“I have made a lot of new friends at BYA and everyone     

has treated me nicely.” 

“I was voted for student MP for my form and am thankful 

that I won.” 

“I have just joined this incredible academy and I love it!” 

“The lessons are so interesting and exciting here.”  

The Principal’s Award was presented to the following 

students. 

English: 

Paula Madej: Lovely fluent expression reading aloud in 

class 

Stacy Mbouh: Beautiful inventive poem created for 

National Poetry Day on hope and freedom 

Clara Hickey for using a range of advanced vocabulary 

and techniques in her writing 

Brandon Miller for reading fluently with lovely engagement 

and curiosity 

RE: 

Tia Sergienko for creating an excellent ‘All About Me’ star 

Eliana Mason for her wonderful poem “We are BYA” 

Maths: 

Zheinab Bojang for the best bell task challenge of the 

week, finding 23 maths in a picture 

Bradley Whymark for finding 22 maths in a picture 

 

As we start our second half term, I am delighted that our 

Year7 students have settled in really well and are enjoying 

their  new learning experience.  They have made new 

friends and joined different clubs and societies.  We 

celebrate them in the article alongside.  Just a reminder to 

parents of Year7 students to come along to our Year7 

pastoral evening on 8th November at 4.30pm. 

It has been a pleasure to meet a lot of parents during our 

‘Moving On Evenings’ and to share plans and 

opportunities for the coming year for all students.  I have 

also visited many local primary schools speaking to Year6 

students about making BYA  their school of choice  next 

year.  It is pleasing to meet so many  enthusiastic children 

from our community. 

I would like to let you know about our new break menu.  

Students have a free breakfast at 8.00am, with a choice of 

healthy food to set them up for the day. Also, we now 

have a new break menu for students to buy between 

10.50am-11.10am if they wish. Payment is made using 

lunch cards topped up by Parentpay unless you claim 

free school meals where payment will come out of your 

allowance. The menu is displayed on the back page of 

this newsletter.   

Paul Cooper, Principal 
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Wednesday 8th November 4.30pm-6.30pm Year7 

Pastoral Evening 

Monday 13th November  6.30pm-8.00pm:  Post 16 Open 

Evening 

Tuesday 14th November:  Staff INSET day - Academy 

closed to students 

Wednesday 22nd November 5.00pm-8.00pm : Year11 

Parent Consultation Evening 

Monday 27th November to Thursday 7th December:  

Year11 Mock Examinations 

Thursday 7th December 6.30pm-7.30pm: Christmas 

Concert 

Thursday 14th December 5.00pm-6.00pm  Presentation 

Evening for 2017 Year11 Leavers 

Friday 15th December:  Academy closes for Christmas  

holidays 

Tuesday 2nd January: Academy reopens 

For advance notice: 

Thursday 11th January 5.00pm-8.00pm Year8 Options 

Evening 

Monday 15th January 5.00pm-8.00pm: Year8 Parent 



To apply for free school meals, parents can ring Leeds 

City Council on 0113 222 4404, Monday to Friday, 9am to 

5pm, or visit a one-stop shop.  

You are entitled to free school meals if you receive any of 

the following benefits:   

 Income Support  

 Income Based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

 Income Related Employment and Support 

Allowance  Child Tax Credit with an annual income 

of less than £16,190, provided you are not 

receiving Working Tax Credit  

 The ‘Guaranteed’ element of the State Pension 

Credit  Support under Part VI of the Immigration 

and Asylum Act 1999  

If you have any questions, do contact our Finance Team 

on 0113 273 9169 who will be happy to assist.  

Ms Watterson-Hopkins, Finance Manager  

Several BYA students joined in the Leeds CCF recruit 

training weekend at Warcop in October and had a great 

time.  Here are some photos of their activities in the 

beautiful Cumbrian countryside. 

This October, Year11 

students had the  

opportunity to visit 

Leeds University for a 

day to explore the 

campus, find out 

what courses are on 

offer and find out the 

benefits to be gained 

from studying there. 

Ann said “the trip to Leeds University was one of the 

greatest experiences in my high school life.  Before the 

trip I was confused 

about what I wanted 

to do and the visit 

helped me to under-

stand the purpose of 

University.  My fa-

vourite part of the day 

was when we had to 

guess what famous 

people studied at University.  I never knew that Harry Hill 

the comedian studied medicine.  This showed me that I 

could become anything in the future, which gives me con-

fidence.” 

 

We are currently plan-

ning lots of visits for 

our Year10 students. 

including a trip to 

Leeds Art University 

this month. 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Kempf 

Higher Education Progression Officer 
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The academy has appointed a new exams officer,  

Grahame Hodson, and he will be responsible for all 

examinations which take place in the academy 

throughout the year.  He has had to hit the ground 

running as Year11 have their very important mock 

examinations which start from Monday 27 November to 

Thursday 7 December.  These will be run in exactly the 

same way as the final exams next summer.  Students will 

receive their exam timetables soon after half term, but 

revision should start now as the mock exams cover 

everything studied on the course since the start of Year9.  

Mr Hodson is looking forward to working with the 

students to make sure they are able to approach the 

examination season in a calm and organised way. 

Congratulations to Lanre 

who took part in the Diana 

Mentoring Award Scheme at 

BYA and won an all 

expenses 4 day trip to 

Facebook HQ in California.  

He was then invited to speak 

at a Business Breakfast at 

the Everyman Cinema in 

Trinity, Leeds.  Well done 

Lanre, what an experience.  



Our girls’ rugby teams in Years 

8-11 have won the Leeds 

Rhinos Participation Award.   

 

Girls’ rugby is on the up this 

year with girls playing in Years 

7/8/9 and 10. So far the Year 

9/10 girls team has played in 

the Champion Schools 

tournament where they won 2 

matches and lost 1.  The Year 

7/8 girls’ team also played in 

the Champion Schools’ 

tournament with only 7 players 

and played against teams of 9 - they managed to win 2 

matches and lost 1.  

If you are interested in rugby come along on a Monday 

night from 3.00pm to 4.00pm.  

The Student Charity Committee (or SCC) will begin its 

first fundraising campaign during the run-up to Christ-

mas. The SCC is made up of students from every year 

group who wish to support charity work in both our local 

and global community. This is an opportunity for students 

to give back to their community and to develop skills they 

will use throughout their lives.  

For Christmas we are starting with some important local 

charities who support those in need in our local commu-

nity. Our aim is to create a “Reverse Advent Calendar” 

within every Form Group. We all know the tradition of 

counting down to Christmas with an advent calendar. 

Rather than getting a daily treat, we would like each Form 

Group to make a daily contribution to a food and aid par-

cel. One day, for example, this may be a pair of warm 

woolly socks, the next some tins of food and the next day 

it may be some toiletries. Even something as simple as a 

homemade Christmas card is a lovely gift for someone in 

need. By the end of December we hope to have stocked 

36 Reverse Advent Calendars (one from each Form) 

which we can then donate to local charities that help the 

homeless or families in need.  

If you would like to support us in our goal of donating 36 

Reverse Advent Calendars we would welcome donations 

of any type but the following are always most welcome: 

toiletries, warm socks/gloves, hats, scarves, tinned food, 

packets of biscuits or sweets, Christmas cards, dried 

goods (like pasta or rice), jars or any other Christmas 

treats you would like to include. We will be gathering do-

nations from November onwards.  

 

Amy Thompson, Assistant Principal 
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Starting soon – On 

Mondays 3:00pm – 

4:00pm, a new 

Concept 2 indoor 

rowing club will be 

delivered by a level 2 

rowing coach. The club 

will be run in 

partnership with 

RowLeeds Indoor Rowing Club. 

As with so many aspects of school life, much has changed this term regarding our Christian Ethos. Our vision is to 

provide a unique and enriching environment to all of our students and for us the Christian character of the academy is 

absolutely vital. We’d like to take this opportunity to share some of these changes with you.  

 

Before the summer break our students engaged in two days of thematic study looking at “Tolerance and Harmony”. 

These are two key Christian values which we would like to support our students in developing during their time with us. 

Students in all year groups learned about how tolerant communities and societies work, how they can contribute to 

greater harmony within our school community but also our wider global community. A significant amount of work was 

done looking at bullying and how our school community needs to be a place where everyone feels safe and welcome. 

During these sessions we looked at issues such as racism, sexism, homophobia and explored the reasons why 

sometimes we feel uncomfortable around those who are different to us and how we can overcome differences to 

create lasting friendships. Our students produced some stunningly mature work and it sparked some thought-

provoking debate among the students about what they wanted their “new academy” to be like come September.  

 

Students now have the opportunity to participate in collective worship every day. This can be as simple as sharing a 

thought for the day in Form Time, reading a prayer as a class, observing a moment of silent reflection or participating in 

a Cathedral assembly. We are pleased to say that all of our students have engaged with these new daily opportunities 

and are demonstrating that, whatever your background or faith, everyone benefits from taking a few quiet moments 

each day to think about what is really important. This term, our collective worship has focussed on the theme of ‘Hope’. 

Students have explored Christian attitudes to hope and have engaged with both scripture and prayer which links to this 

important Christian value. Next half term students will focus on the theme of ‘Peace’. This will be explored through 

ideas of civil conflict linked with Bonfire Night, Remembrance and towards Christmas looking forward to the Coming of 

the Prince of Peace.  

Amy Thompson, Assistant Principal  
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The Year7 residential is from 11
th
 to 13

th
 July 2018. This is the first 

adventure residential that Bishop Young Academy has held. The 

residential involves making fires, cooking food over a fire, survival 

skills, raft building, archery, night games and much more. 

Students have all received a letter with information and the first 

deposit needs to be paid through Parentpay by 6th November 

and students should return their reply slip to Miss Ashworth.   

For more details see www.thebushcraftcompany.com. 


