
What a packed newsletter this edition 

is! It is fantastic to see the huge range 

of activities that our students and staff 

are involved in, and the wealth of expe-

riences that are available to members 

of the Abbey Grange community. 

In the last edition I mentioned the up-

coming retirement of Mrs Kitson, our 

CEO and of course, former Principal of 

Abbey Grange.  Earlier this week we 

marked her years of involvement with 

the Academy and Trust in a special 

service in Hibret Hall, in which some of 

our students joined with those of the 

other 7 Trust schools to thank Mrs Kit-

son for her leadership and educational 

vision.  I’m sure you will join with me in 

wishing her many years of happy retire-

ment! 

Later this week we have the highlight of 

the Christmas Service at Leeds Minster 

which is always a very enjoyable occa-

sion, although sadly we are no longer 

able to take our sixth formers because 

we are too big to fit, even in a church 

as large as the Minster. 

It just remains for me to wish you a 

merry Christmas 

and a happy new 

year, and to thank 

you for your ongoing sup-

port. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to confirm that Abbey Grange C of E Academy 

has been awarded the Leading Parent Partnership Award in recog-

nition of the progress we have made over that last two years in the 

area of parent/carer communication and partnership. 

We were visited on Monday 10 December by the award verifier. It 

was a highly positive day and we really enjoyed the opportunity to 

showcase the excellent work that colleagues across the academy 

do in order to keep parents/carers informed on what their children 

are doing here and how they can help to support this at home. It 

was also a great opportunity to allow parents/carers and students 

to share their views on the academy; something that provided clear 

evidence of how we’ve extended the ways that we connect with 

parents/carers using channels such as the Classcharts and Milk 

Planner apps and how the role of our three parent/carer forums has 

expanded. 

We recognise that there are always ways of improving our partner-

ship work with parents/carers and encourage anyone who has spe-

cific queries or ideas to contact their child’s Abbey Manager in the 

first instance. If you’d like to take a more active role then please 

look at the information on the academy website about one of our 

three parent/carer forums: the PTA, Parent Council and Praying 

Parents Partnership. 



In November, a group of Year 12 

students represented Abbey Grange 

C of E Academy on our annual visit 

to Ethiopia.   

The students had raised money for 

nearly a year to help fund the trip and  

donate to our two main charities out 

there.  We donated £5000 to The 

Great Ethiopian Run charities and 

£2000 to Partners for Change.  The 

students had a very busy schedule 

over the seven days in Ethiopia.  This 

included a visit to the rift valley at 

Debre Libanos, a visit to two charity 

projects, a school in Addis Ababa 

and a visit to a school development 

project in the town of Debre 

Birhan.  Towards the end of the trip 

the students participated in Africa’s 

largest running race, the Great 

Ethiopian Run.  They joined 45,000 

others on the streets of Addis Ababa 

to run 10k in a great atmosphere and 

at an altitude of around 2500m.  The 

race was followed by an invitation to 

a party at the former Olympic 

champion Haile Gebrselassie’s 

house above the capital city  

 

52, Year 10 and Year 11 students 

flew to the ‘Land of Fire and Ice’ in 

October half term where they 

experienced a trip of a life time. 

We travelled around the south of the 

island exploring a lava tunnel, visiting 

dramatic waterfalls at Gulfoss, 

Skogafoss and Seljalandsfoss. 

Students walked through the rift 

valley between the North American 

and Eurasian plates in the Thingvellir 

National Park.  

The highlight for many students was 

the glacier walk on Sólheimajokull. 

 

 

 

Here students donned helmets and 

crampons, exploring the dramatic ice 

formation covered in parts, by the 

ash from the Eyjafjallajokull eruption 

in 2010. For others, the highlight was 

the Secret Lagoon, where students 

bathed in the geothermally heated 

pool with the aroma of sulphur in the 

air! 

An amazing trip to see some of the 

world’s most spectacular scenery. 

 

 

My only disappointment was that it 

was too cloudy to see the Northern 

Lights! 

I would personally like to thank Mr 

Banks, Miss Beaver, Mr Watson and 

Mrs Quinn for supporting me in 

allowing students to enjoy an 

amazing trip to see some of the 

world’s most spectacular scenery. 

Mrs Elliott—Subject Leader 



In October, 82 students and 10 staff 

spent half term travelling the east 

coast of America, starting in 

Washington, then on to Philadelphia 

and finally to New York. It was a trip 

to remember with students making 

magical memories along the way. 

The trip encompassed history- 

from Statue of Liberty to the 

Washington monuments, culture with 

a trip to the 'Rocky steps' in 

Philadelphia and also lots of 

shopping. Years 10 & 11 - we will be 

running this trip in October 2020 so 

keep your eye out for it! 

At Post 16 our Scholars Programme 

goes from strength to strength, the 

levels of academic ambition 

amongst our most able students is 

exceptionally high. 

Year 13 has seen a record number of 

students applying for Oxbridge and 

Medical courses (23 in total) with 9 

students already selected for 

Oxbridge interviews in a diverse 

range of subjects ranging from 

Natural Sciences to  Modern 

and Medieval languages. Providing 

mock interviews for such keen and 

capable young people has been a 

wonderful challenge. We are very 

grateful to everybody who has 

helped with this process including 

former students who are now 

Oxbridge scholars and even a trust 

board trustee. 

The Year 12 scholars have made an 

excellent start too, with many already 

applying for summer schools, 

carrying out super curricular reading 

and obtaining high quality work 

e x p e r i e n c e  p l a c e m e n t s  i n 

preparation for their own applications 

next year. We are anticipating 

another busy year.  

On Tuesday 14 December, the 

Abbey Grange Chamber Choir took 

a festive trip to Harewood House in 

order to delight their visitors with 

some traditional carols. The 

minibuses were packed as all 30 of 

us, plus Mr Birch as bass player and 

Mrs Pennwood our fabulous 

conductor, made our way excitedly 

to Harewood. When we arrived we 

took a quick glimpse at the 

grandiose house, whilst we all 

fantasised  over having a Christmas 

tree as monumental as the one in the 

entrance. We began our carolling 

with ‘Ding Dong Merrily on High’ to 

set the joyously merry mood. The 

Harewood visitors applauded as we 

proceeded 

onto the 

‘Coventry 

Carol’ and 

‘Hark the 

H e r a l d ’ . 

Finally we 

ended with ‘If Ye Love Me’ by 

Thomas Tallis, with the altos nailing 

the tricky middle section, and a 

reprise of our jubilant ‘Ding Dong 

Merrily on High’. We had a small 

amount of free time which we used 

to explore the house, the penguins, 

and the wondrous gift shop before 

we did it all again in front of the 

palatial and grand Christmas tree. All 

in all, a jolly afternoon was had by all. 

 



Students in Year 7 were recently 

asked to complete a questionnaire 

reviewing their first term at Abbey 

Grange C of E Academy.  The 

questionnaire was answered very 

positively and Mrs Fairbrother 

(Achievement Director – Student 

Development) wanted to share some 

of the many positive comments.. 

How have you found the first 8 weeks 

at Abbey Grange C of E Academy? 

90% answered it has been good, 

great or excellent. 

Students told us: - 

It’s great to meet new people, I have 

enjoyed the variety of subjects we are 

taught. 

The first 8 weeks of Abbey Grange 

has been amazing since the teachers 

are very helpful and kind. The 

subjects are amazing, and I can’t see 

anything wrong with this amazing 

experience. 

I like my teachers and their lessons 

are fun and engaging. I have made 

some good friends and am settling in 

really well. 

67% of the students are eating a 

school lunch and out of those only 

5% believed improvements were 

needed. 

46% of the students said that they do 

not take part in any extracurricular 

clubs in school - This is a concern as 

great opportunities are on offer to all. 

Mrs Fairbrother has already made her 

new year resolution to these 46% of 

students to find at least one club on a 

lunch or after- school in the new year 

that they can attend. 

96% of the students like the Milk App 

and 91% like Class Charts. 

Feedback and additional written 

comments are appreciated, and 

Abbey Grange will continue to work 

on and improve the suggestions 

received. 

Parenta and Carers of Year 7 please 

look out for the parent/carer 

questionnaire coming out soon. 

 

Christmas is a time of sharing. On 

Friday 14 December, 60, Year 4 and 

5 pupils from St Chads Primary 

School spent the morning in our 

Design & Technology department. 

Staff in the department worked with 

primary teachers to share best 

practice in the way we deliver Design 

and Techno logy  and Food 

Technology.  

 

The challenging tasks we set 

promoted team work, use of initiative 

and creativity using a range of 

materials and food ingredients. The 

pupils made stain glass window 

biscuits and individual biscuit 

wrappers. In the spirit of Christmas, 

we hope each Year 4 and 5 pupil 

gave their packaged biscuit to a 

loved one. There was a lovely 

Christmassy atmosphere and the 

pupils worked really hard to produce 

good quality products.  

Thank you to the Year 12 and 13 

Design & Technology and Food 

students who helped the morning 

run smoothly. Christmas has really 

arrived in Design & Technology  

department. 

 

 



We had yet another successful 

Winter Fair and so far we have raised 

a fantastic £2,100 and there is still 

some money to come in. 

We would very much like to thank the 

whole Abbey Grange community, in 

particular the PTA 

members who 

plan the event, 

set up the stalls, 

and run stalls on 

the day. The 

office staff for 

send ing ou t 

messages to parents/carers about 

the fair and who provided beautiful 

hampers for the raffle.  The catering 

staff and finance team who provide 

and serve the lovely food on the day. 

We were delighted this year to have 

the school band playing Christmas 

tunes throughout the day, helping to 

get everyone in the festive 

mood.  And last, but by no mean 

least, our thanks go to you for your 

continued support. Without it events 

like the Winter Fair just would not  

happen 

This year the Silent Auction went 

online and was a great success! It 

meant even if you couldn’t attend, 

you could still be part of the event 

and win some fantastic bargains for 

friends and family. 

We had a few new stalls this year, 

such as the chocolate fountain giving 

a wonderful 

chocolate aroma 

to the hall. As 

well as a Harry 

Pot te r  Qu iz 

which tested 

your wizarding 

knowledge and 

was won by a student in Year 11. 

Play your cards right was a hit with 

adults and children along with 

Reindeer Hoopla which was won by 

a Year 7 student. 

If you would like to get involved in 

our next fundraising event, come 

along to our next meeting on 

Monday 7 January 2019, 7-8pm. We 

will be selling pre-worn uniform from 

6.30pm, a good time to get a school   

jumper.  

May we take this opportunity to wish 

you and your family a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

With kindest regards                                

Sarah Devlin  

Abbey Grange CE Academy PTA 

Chair 

Congratulations to Marjan in Year 8 

who won a national award for best 

Short Story in Key Stage 3 at the 

national “Young Muslims Writers 

Awards" competition which was 

organised in association with The 

Institute of English Studies, School of 

Advanced Study, University of 

London. The charity Muslim Hands 

sponsored the initiative.  

The submissions for the award were 

judged by a prestigious panel of 

national and international authors 

including professors from the 

institute of English at the University of 

London.  

Marjan was shortlisted in the top 

best Short Stories (Key Stage 3) 

submissions and was invited to 

attend the award ceremony hosted 

at The Senate, The Institute of 

English Studies, at the University of 

London. Marjan was highly 

commended by the judges on her 

awesome piece of work . 

 



A group of students at St Andrews 

have worked hard this half-term 

creating a campaign to help the 

homeless community in Leeds. 

Raheem, Charlie, Cavell and 

Barnabas felt passionately about the 

care and support of homeless 

people.  They explored these issues 

further through online research, art 

and creative writing. Their campaign 

challenged form groups and staff to 

donate gloves and socks to ensure 

those less fortunate could keep 

warm over winter. We have been 

inundated with donations, so thank 

you to form tutors and students for 

getting involved. We will deliver 

donations to St Georges Crypt in the 

last week of term, along with a £50 

donation raised through a bake sale. 

Well done boys!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a busy term at St 

Andrews, with another group of boys 

exploring issues around mental 

health and toxic masculinity. The 

team have used poetry, rap and 

drama to create a dramatic audio 

recording, telling the story of a young 

man and his problems through hip-

hop and grime. The boys have 

approached the project sensitively 

and hope to raise awareness of the 

significant male mental health issues 

among other teenagers. We are 

extremely proud of the maturity and 

c r e a t i v i t y  t h e  b o y s  h a v e 

demonstrated.  Well done Michael, 

Venancio , Adem , David and Zayne.   

A strong start to the season from the 

U15 girl’s Netball team. Giving up 

their Saturday to play in the West 

Yorkshire finals. They gained 

excellent victories in the Leeds 

league such as, Grammar School at 

Leeds 28-21, Allerton high 27-9 and 

Roundhay 28-21. Keep up the good 

work girls!  

The Year 7 boys Football team made 

their way through to the sixth round 

of the English schools cup 

before losing to three penalties 

against St John Fishers. The final 

score was 4-2.  

KS4 Basketball have made a 

s u c c e s s f u l  s t a r t  t o  t h e i r 

campaign beating Allerton Grange 

56-12 and Ralph Thorsby 36-1.  The 

competition is a round robin held at 

Leeds Beckett University with four 

different rounds.  

The Year 11 Rugby team made it 

through to the Leeds Schools Rugby 

League Final for the third year in a 

row which was played at the 

John Charles Stadium last week, the 

team played well and gave it their all 

but lost to Garforth who were the 

better side on the day .   

There was a great start for the Year 7 

and 8 girl’s Football team, winning 

against Prince Henry’s. Well done 

girls keep up the hard work! 

We were ringing in the yuletide again 

this winter, with another festive frolic 

of a music festival. Always one of the 

highlights of the school calendar, a 

packed hall of friends, relatives, staff, 

and students enjoyed a wide-ranging 

programme of entertainment: from 

our talented and diverse young band 

'The Fuse' and their rendition of 

Coldplay's 'Yellow', to a traditional 

woodwind performance of annual 

favourite 'Christmas Potpourri', with 

merry diversions into ABBA brass 

medley territory and a sixth form led 

folk interpretation of 'Ding Dong' 

along the way (amongst other 

highlights!). It was also fantastic to 

see students selling holiday treats to 

raise funds for a trip to India during 

the interval. Thank you to all of the 

parents and carers who showed up 

to help the music department bring 

Christmas joy to Abbey Grange this 

year. 



Students from Year 8 and Year 9 

were invited to enter a Christmas 

Card Competition run by the Art 

Department. Entries were judged by 

Mr Norden, Principal and Mrs 

Johnston, Chair of Governors, the 

designs were of a  high standard and 

it was a very difficult decision to  

c h o o s e  t h e  1 0  w i n n e r s .  

Congratulations to Caeley, Jessica, 

Emily, Daniel, Georgia, Jayna, 

Nyasha, Imogen, Hannah and Alice 

whose cards were printed and used 

as the official Abbey Grange C of E 

Christmas Card. 

 

…  

A new canopy was installed in the 

courtyard last week, for Key Stage 3 

students as an added outside social 

space all year round. 

Year 7 and Year 8 students were 

treated to a performance  earlier this 

week from the New Kings Order  who 

reached ‘Judges Houses’  in the 

2015 XFactor.  

This fabulous musical showcase did 

have a serious side focusing on 

online safety and the safe use of 

digital media. 

Year 10 students, David, Archie, 

Joshua and Issac who are 

undertaking the Archbishop of York 

Award decided they wanted to do 

something to help with the 

environment for their first project this 

year. They spent a lesson last week 

litter picking around the local 

community and helping with the 

problems that are caused by 

littering.  

 

Another group aimed to help with 

loneliness in the community and 

decided to help out at the 

STEPS community centre in Kirkstall. 

The group spent the morning at the 

centre and played games, ran a quiz, 

baked and volunteered to assist in 

the kitchen serving hot drinks and 

food.  

The  g roup  a l so  organ i sed 

fundraising events to raise enough 

money to buy presents which they 

handed out to everyone at the 

centre.  

.  

 

After a very busy and successful 

Post 16 Open Evening in October, 

students are now considering their 

options for post GCSEs.  



We are lucky to have the most 

successful 6th form in Leeds right 

here at Abbey Grange C of E 

Academy. If you are applying for 

Abbey Grange, the process will 

begin in January so you don't have 

anything to worry about yet. If you 

are applying elsewhere, it is 

important you see Mr Golding as 

soon as possible for your UCAS 

Progress login details as the 

deadline for applications elsewhere 

differs from place to place. If you are 

looking at doing A Levels or BTECs, 

we firmly believe that this is the best 

place you can do them at. If you 

need any further information, please 

contact the 6th form team at 

sixthform@abbeygrangeacademy.co

.uk. 

 

 

For those about to ROCK, Abbey 

Grange C of E Academy salutes you! 

Coming soon to a school hall near 

you is a rockstravaganza the likes of 

which has rarely been seen in these 

corridors… join our talented and 

diverse young cast of rock prodigies 

in February to celebrate a timeless 

ode to being yourself, stickin’ it to the 

man, and the magnetic force of rock 

n’ roll.  Prepare yourself for some 

post-January-blues banishing heavy 

metal antics! Our production of 

‘School of Rock’, the hit musical 

based on the timeless comedy of the 

same name starring Jack Black, is 

approaching rapidly and we’re very 

excited to share all of the hard work 

that our students and staff have 

been putting into this face-melting-

guitar-solo of a show.  

Tickets will be available in January  

via parentpay with limited availability 

on the door, so book soon to prevent 

disappointment!  

 

 

 

 

If you’re on benefits, your child may 

be entitled to free school meals no 

matter what year they are in which 

could save you £420 per year per 

child. 

You are entitled to free school meals 

if you receive any of the following 

benefits: 

Income Support 

Income-based Job Seekers 

Allowance 

Income-related Employment and 

Support Allowance 

Child Tax Credit with an annual 

income of less that £16,190, 

provided you are not receiving 

Working Tax Credit 

The ‘Guaranteed’ element of the 

State Pension Credit 

Support under Part VI of the 

Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

Universal Credit, if you apply on or 

after 1 April 2018 your household 

income must be less than £7,400 

(after tax and not including any 

benefits you get) 

Copies of Free School Meals claim 

forms can be requested from the 

General Office.  They have also been 

emailed to all. 
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