At this time of year in school, it is very
much a time of goodbyes and hellos. It
was great to celebrate with Year 13 and
11 students at their respective Proms – a
well-deserved chance for them to get
dressed up and enjoy themselves after the
hard work and stress of exams. We also
have a number of staff leaving us – see
article below – who will be very much
missed by both students and staff.

This year the Hibret Hall foyer became the venue for the annual sixth form summer
art exhibition, Elysian. The exhibition boasted a fine selection of AS and A-level
Art, Craft and Design and Photography work produced by students throughout the
year. As in previous year’s, the event was run by the AS Art and Photography
students who hung the exhibition, bought the refreshments and booked a DJ to
provide the soundtrack for the evening. Keen on making the exhibition interactive,
the students decided to run a viewers’ vote, with each attendee being given a
voting slip to nominate their favourite artwork and favourite photograph. After
careful adjudication the winners were:

However, we have also had our new Year
7 induction day with 240 eager primary
school students preparing for their start at
Abbey Grange in September, as well as
new staff spending a day with us to get up
to speed with the way we do things at
Abbey Grange. Both are a reminder of the
new beginnings that will soon be upon us
after the holidays

In the meantime, I hope that wherever
you are over the next 6 weeks, and
whatever you are
doing, you will have
the chance to relax
and be refreshed.

Congratulations to everyone who was involved in the evening and well done in
particular to Kuzi and Reef.

The Abbey Grange Academy School
Production is always an opportunity for
us to display what an astoundingly
talented & hard working student body
we are blessed with, and this year’s
production of the Civil-Rights-era
comedy musical ‘Hairspray’ was no
different. Performed over 3 sell-out
nights in May, ‘Hairspray’ was the
triumphant culmination of over 100 hours
of rehearsals spanning 4 months and
two school terms, and involving over fifty
students and members of staff.

The excellent cast featured a
combination of familiar faces and new
stars who all acquitted themselves
brilliantly in a performance that was
dynamic, poignant, and often hilarious.
Beneath its bubblegum sheen,
‘Hairspray’ carries an important
message of inclusion, tolerance, and
celebration of diversity that is equally as
relevant today as it was in 1962, and our
multi-talented & equally inclusive cast
featured students from all year groups
and of many different backgrounds and
cultures, all of whom dedicated a
significant portion of their free time to
making sure that ‘Hairspray’ was the
success that it became.

‘Hairspray’ could not have made it to the
stage without the remarkable efforts of
our arts staff; Ms Gould & Miss Taylor of
our drama department, who directed
and oversaw the entire production, Mr
Birch & Miss Greenwood, who coached
and conducted our incredibly talented
singers and show band, and Mr McGinty
& Mrs Bose who put together the
beautiful set & props that were crucial to
the performance, as well as a large
number of supporting staff who all
contributed to ‘Hairspray’s success, plus

our team of student choreographers,
directors, and backstage personnel who
all played a crucial role.

Bombe”) to decipher encrypted
messages that the enemy were sending
to one another.

We hope that all of the friends & family
that made it along to see ‘Hairspray’
came away having had a wonderful
experience.

A machine known as “Enigma” had
been built by the enemy to encrypt
military communication, such that there
were
159
quintillion
(159000000000000000000) different
ways of swapping individual letters. This
combination changed on a daily basis,
making the code-breakers job even
more difficult. However The Bombe
succeeded, and the hard-working men
and women from Bletchley Park were
recognised for their assistance in
winning the war.

The summer term has been a busy one
for events. Year 8 students worked as
engineers with the Smallpeice Trust to
design a wind turbine and solar powered
car, linked to sustainable energy usage
in the future.
Y9 students worked in collaboration with
the Lightcliffe Academy on the WYG
engineering challenge, and Year 10
students worked with Trans Pennine
express, using their maths skills to
design and run a timetable linked to the
forthcoming HS2 railway line. Successful
Year 12 students have also participated
in the Headstart program, where they get
a taste of a STEM undergraduate course
at a University of their choice.
Finally, external speakers from the
University of Leeds came in to talk to
Year 8 and Year 9 about genetics and
nuclear energy, with lots of engaging
activities being undertaken.

The students were treated to a tour of
the grounds and buildings and the huts
that many of the code-breakers worked
in and were given a demonstration of
one of the actual Enigma machines used
during the war. A replica Bombe
machine was also in operation. The
students also worked in small groups to
break some of the simpler codes that
have been used in the past.

On Thursday 25th May some of our gifted
and talented Year 8 pupils were invited
to spend the day at Bletchley Park in
Buckinghamshire, the home of
thousands of code-breakers during the
Second World War.
Despite an eight-hour return trip on a hot
day without air-conditioning, the
students and staff got a lot out of the
visit and thoroughly enjoyed their time at
Bletchley Park.
The site is famous for being the home of
Alan Turin and his team, the small group
of men and women who built a large
code-breaking machine (known as “The

In June, 160 Year Eight students and
accompanying staff loaded in to four
coaches and set off to France for four
days of exploring Normandy.

Activities included a visit to the
picturesque port of Honfleur, a visit to
Bayeux including the market and the
famous tapestry, exploration of the
beaches of D-day and a trip to Cité de la
Mer in Cherbourg.

Food always seems to play an important
part in the trip for our students. This
year’s popular food moments were ice
creams in Honfleur, French sausages in
Bayeux, the barbecue at the chateau
where we were staying and sweets just
about anywhere and everywhere. I
imagine that the staff of the Intermarché
supermarket in Bayeux were somewhat
surprised when 160 British students
swarmed like locusts, spending every
last euro that they had.
The exploration of
the events of D-Day
proved
to
be
emotional as well as
educational.
The
peace and calm of
the Commonwealth
Cemetery at Ranville
had an impact on
many students, with
one saying "I really loved visiting the
British Cemetery. I've read so much
about what they did, but being there
gives you a real emotional connection."

Cité de la Mer in Cherbourg proved to be
a popular visit, with everybody having
their own personal favourite section.
Some loved the tour of the nuclear
submarine; others preferred the aquaria;
for some it was the Titanic departure
lounge that held the most appeal.
However, everyone was entertained by
the “on a marché sous la mer”
experience – just don’t ask me to explain
it, you have to try it for yourself.

Drop the chat it's time for Snapp!

On Monday 3rd July, four of our GCSE
Business students attended the child
friendly Leeds City Centre Challenge
Awards. The students had entered a
competition to develop a business idea
that would make Leeds City Centre a
more child-friendly place to visit. Out of
350 entries from across Leeds, our
students' idea - an app called Snapp
won! The app is designed to get children
doing a “treasure hunt” around the city
centre taking pictures of famous Leeds
landmarks / features and uploading their
snaps on to the app, to win prizes for the
most found in the quickest time.

It has been a busy last few weeks in the
Geography department as we have
started to prepare students for their
paper 3, fieldwork skills. With the new
GCSE there is a requirement for two
days study outside the classroom and
we tied this in nicely to the specification
by embarking on a 14 hour round trip to
visit the Olympic Park and see first-hand
the regeneration that has taken place in
Newham. Needless to say it was a long
day and an early start for staff, student
and parents alike as they arrived in their
droves for a 6:30am start which for some
was a shock to the system. We split the
Year 9 and 10s over two days, I was
fortunate enough to have a good coach
on both days, this meant that the airconditioning was working something that
cannot be said for coach 1 on Monday. I
am not sure that the staff on there
appreciated just how cold our cold our
coach was on what was one of the
hottest days of the year. I am also not
sure they enjoyed our constant reminder
of this every time we stopped.
Heavy traffic aside we made it to London
to make the most of our time there
carrying out environmental surveys of the
Stratford and Westfield shopping centre,
pedestrian counts, land use surveys and
questionnaires. In short everything you
need for a good Geography fieldtrip with
enough data to make a mountain of bar
charts, pie charts, radar graphs… did I
say bar charts?

As well as receiving their award at the
event, Sam, Cameron, Simon, Godwin
and Joe were given a voucher for a show
of their choice at the First Direct Arena
and the opportunity to link up with an
app developing company to design &
release their app onto the market – so it
really could soon be time to drop the
chat……..
Congratulations
Anyway, I am sure the students didn’t
mind this too much as a few of them
were spotted in Nando’s for a cheeky
lunch time stop off.

The weather on
the day was
glorious,
if
anything slightly
too hot and the
afternoon
became
a
game of who
can run to the shade the quickest. I think
that overall the long day was offset by
spending it with class mates and actually
seeing a location we talk about in lesson
with their own eyes. It now makes our
jobs as teachers much easier as we can
drive home a lived experience to
enhance their understanding.

The final weeks of the term saw year 10
embark on the physical Geography
element of their course, this meant
standing in rivers so the bright lights of
the London were swapped with the
natural beauty of the Yorkshire Dales.
One thing I am sure you would not
expect to hear on a river studies trip is
there being too much water, this
unfortunately was the case on the first
day out and a few changes to sampling
sites was required. The slght of Mrs
Elliott’s metre ruler disappearing under
water was enough to put off sending in a
few students to test out just exactly how
deep and fast flowing it was. Over the 5
days out we have manged to turn an
able of year 10s in to efficient
hydrologists and many students
commented on the fact that they enjoyed
standing in a river much more than first
anticipated. Who knew geography could
be so much fun!

Junior Girls, Junior Boys and Inter Boys
all qualified for the Leeds Schools

Athletics Finals. The Junior Boys won
their league by 13 points.
The Junior Girls came 3rd and the Inter
Boys came 4th. However, we are
currently awaiting confirmation as there
are some errors with the recording of
results. Lizzie Stewart (Year 10) also
finished 4th in the Steeplechase at the
English Schools Finals. Connor Wood
(Y13) finished 4th in his heat at the
British trials.

Our annual Ethiopia Day took place on
Thursday 6th July. This event celebrates
our strong links with the Ethiopian
community in Leeds and Ethiopia
itself. Once again, the highlight of the
day was the traditional food, coffee and
tea provided by the members of the
Leeds Ethiopian community through the
organisation by Dr Sam Bekalo.

The Boys Year 9 Rugby Team won the
Leeds Sky 9s competition and the Leeds
Champions of Champions Shield. The
Y8 Girls won the North West Touch
Tournament.

The Year 9s won the Treble: The NW
Leeds School League, Yorkshire Evening
Post Cup, Champions of Champions
Cup and they reached the 5th round of
the Playstation National Cup.

The Year 8s came 2nd in the NW Leeds
School League and reached the
2nd round of the Yorkshire Evening Post
Cup.
The Year 7s were the winners of NW
Leeds School League, runners up in the
Champions of Champions Cup and
reached the 5th round of the Playstation
National Cup.
Well done to everyone who took part in
any of our sports events this year.

All students had the opportunity to hear
about our links with Ethiopia and
fundraising through a presentation by Dr
Jill Adam and some Year 10 students
learnt from Dr Ian Richards (Leeds
Beckett University) about the impact the
Great Ethiopian Run has had on tourism
in Ethiopia. All students in Years 7 and 8
had Ethiopia themed lessons throughout
the day and students were encouraged
to come to school in Ethiopian flag
colours. Many students took part in the
‘Haile challenge’ at lunchtime which saw
students try, unsuccessfully, to break
Haile Gebrselassie’s 10k time as a relay
team.
The fundraising on the day
generated nearly £700 and hundreds of
books were brought in for our
fundraising through ‘Better World
Books’. In November, we shall be once
again taking students from our Sixth
Form to Ethiopia to see the projects that
we help fund and to take part in the
Great Ethiopian Run. Please help us
raise money for our projects in Ethiopia
by sending any unwanted books into
school via your son or daughter.
Assistant Principal (Achievement &
Inclusion)

It’s been another busy term at Abbey
Grange with many highlights. Around
exam time we ran a very successful
anti- stigma mental health campaign
with assemblies, a drop in and form
groups relegating those negative
emotions to their stress buckets. This
was closely followed by
Christian Aid week with a focus on
refugees. Part of the fundraising
involved running a refugee themed
cafe, as well as collecting hundreds
of signatures to petition the
government to continue to offer help
and support to the most vulnerable
in our
society.

celebrated our successes and
brought our regrets to God after a
very full year. It was great to see so
many students involved in the
services, as well as have our new
worship group leading the music.
Grateful thanks to Revd Mark Harlow
from St George's, Revd Sharon
Brown from Abbeylands and Revd
Nick Latimer from Woodside for
leading those services for us. We
also had a team in from St George's
to lead our Year 12 end of year
service, with a voluntary communion
afterwards for those who wished.

As I write we are on our way to Taize
in France as part of the Yorkshire
Schools Pilgrimage. Our 23 year 10
and year 12 students are joining
students from 4 other schools as
part of a group led by Archbishop
Sentamu to join 2,500 young people
from across Europe and beyond for
a week of reflection and experience
of community.

We also celebrated our community
by joining in the 'Great Get Together'
where form groups invited other
forms to join them for food and
hospitality, creating a lovely buzz
around school.

Year 9 students again got the
opportunity to visit the Listening Yurt
brought to us by Leeds Church
Institute. Students appreciated the
different experience of being quiet as
they reflected inside the Yurt and
then the chance to be listened to.
They also made 'chatter boxes' as a
way of exploring different ways to
start conversations about mental
health.
The end of term was marked with
Abbey Communion services as we

Towards the end of term was Year 11
prom and in school we held a
memorial service for Megan
Robertson as a way for students,
friends and family to share memories
as well as plant a lasting memorial in
our newly reestablished allotment
garden.
Fundraising for Epilepsy Research
UK has been a big part of our
response in school to Megan's
death, with staff and students alike
contributing to the total so far of over
£3000. Our final non- uniform day of
the year gives another chance to add
to this amazing effort.

I wish all our students, families and
staff a wonderful refreshing summer
break and look forward to working
together in a new year. Every
blessing.

Chaplain

To those staff who are leaving on behalf
of the Governors, staff and students at
Abbey Grange thank you for your
friendship, hard work and commitment,
We wish you every success and
happiness for the future Janet Stocks,
Teacher of MFL, Jo Beetham, Teacher of
Geography, Lorna Murgatroyd, Teacher
of History & Politics, Claire Jones,
Teacher of Business Studies and
Economics, Rachel Davies, Teacher of
Business Studies & Economics, Cheryl
Sinclair, Teacher of Maths, Ian
Needham, Teacher of ICT, Tim Riman,
Teacher of Maths, Matt Keegan, Teacher
of English & Naomi Griffiths, Teacher of
Religious Studies. Graham Jackson,
Science Technician, Karen Stevens, Ella
Stanway, Rebecca Hay, Beth Wood &
Steve Strudwick (Teaching Assistants).
We send our congratulations and best
wishes to Rachael Cole, Dave Kilkenny,
Mel Carlin and Mandy Burnett who will
be leaving Abbey Grange to take up
posts at Bishop Young C of E Academy
another school within our MAT.

Congratulations to Barry
Rothera & Abigail, Rob
Cross & Lisa and Sarah
Baker & Steve who are
getting married over the
summer break.

Economics), Elle Jackson (Achievement
Director of English), Alexandra
Homayoonpoor (English), Alice HigsonBrown (English), Vincent Mclaughlin
(Maths), Niamh Gee (Maths), Malik
Saqid-Rehman, (Maths), Daniel Higgins
(Maths), Rob Williams (RS) & Theresa
Kamba (Computer Science).
We wish you a long and happy
association with the Academy

There will be a staggered start to the
beginning of term. Monday 4 th
September is a staff only training day.
On Tuesday 5th September school will be
open to Year 7 (10:30am start) and Year
12 students (11:15am start) only. On
Wednesday 6th September school will be
open for all year groups, except Year 12;
lessons start at 8:25am.
Back to school requirements :Essentials for ALL lessons - Black pen
(plus a spare), green pen, pencil, ruler,
rubber and sharpener. Years 7, 8, 9 & 10
MUST have their iPads (fully charged).

Essential specialist equipment Scientific calculator, compasses and
protractor for ALL Maths lessons, PE Kit
for ALL PE lessons, apron and
ingredients for DT Food as required and
an art shirt for ALL Art lessons.
Uniform

Congratulations and
best wishes to David
& Kayleigh Ryder on
the birth of their son Grayson Isaac, Dan
& Kate Whieldon on the birth of their
daughter Evelyn Jude Alannah (Evie)
and Alex & Abi Swales on the birth of the
son Bobby Alexander.

In September we welcome new
members of staff to Abbey Grange,
Charlotte Duckitt (MFL), Lauren Beaver
(Geography), Felicity Moore (Drama),
Heidi Fairbrother (Assistant Achievment
Director of Student Development),
Rebecca Harrison (PE), Cate Rowbottom
(History), Donna Hargreaves (Business
Studies & Economics), Charlotte
Johnson (Business Studies &

Skirts must have the school logo- these
are only available to order from the
uniform suppliers.
White shirts must be long enough to be
tucked in and stay tucked in (not short
fitted girls’ blouses).
Mid grey trousers, NOT black.
Hair - no unnatural colour hair dye or
closely shaven hair or patterns/lines.
Jewellery - no earrings or other studs
e.g. nose, lip, tongue, no bracelets,
bangles, rings or necklaces other than a
simple cross and chain.
Discreet make-up for Year 10 and above
only. Nail polish is not allowed for all
students in Years 7-11.

Plain black shoes (NO logos, trainer
style shoes even if sold as school shoes,
canvas pumps or boots).

