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first encore affair of the season!
Harbor Dinner Cruise – Great Success!!
by Paul Try, League Vice President

Early rain cleared off as the Miss Hampton II was boarding for a terrific
evening of smooth and comfortable cruising throughout the harbor with
an excellent dinner catered by the Crown Plaza Harbor Hotel. Over 40
attendees had a wonderful evening on the narrated cruise learning about
the history of the bay as well as many details on nearly every ship we
passed. The Navy had an unexpectedly large number of ships in port
preparing to evacuate the next day due to the approach of Hurricane
Florence. The narrator (ex-Navy) was extremely well-versed on the different
Navy ships and their armament as well as the port facilities. He even had
Blackbeard’s history included in his overall expert harbor narration. The
weather also provided a nice sunset for all to go with the fine food and
drinks. Overall, a great start to our Encore Affairs 2018-19 Season with
this Harbor Cruise arranged by Doug Wood and sponsored by Doug and
Janis Wood along with Paul Try and Linda Kligman-Try.
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second encore affair for
2018-2019 season!
A Chef’s Kitchen – October 12, 2018
by Ken Mitchell

On October 12, twenty-six eager patrons gathered at A Chef’s
Kitchen, on Prince George Street, expecting good food, good
company, and good humor. They were not disappointed! Chef
John Gonzales and his assistant prepared a delicious meal blending their expert culinary instruction with historical and regional
context, and with delightful humor. Champagne, hors-d’oeuvres,
paired wines, a four-course meal, and dessert were included in the
evenings offering. Skillet Baked Cornbread, also referred to by
Chef Gonzales as “Life Changing Cornbread”, was prepared with attention
to detail and ingredients to produce a mouth-watering moment - especially
when slathered with warm honey butter! For those daring to try this and other
dishes at home, Chef Gonzales provided a 12-page recipe booklet.

One of the most popular of the Encore Affairs events, A Chef’s
Kitchen always sells out quickly and will be included in offerings
for 2019-2020. The League greatly appreciates the support of
all who participated in this and other Encore Affairs events.

did you know...

The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra was founded as The Williamsburg Symphonia in 1984
by Carl Andersen, Elnore Andersen, Marian Harding, the late Mary Selby and the late Rebecca
“Ruby” Siegel. Their mission was to bring free concerts to children who might otherwise be
denied the inspiration and joys of classical music.
And so it was that the Symphony, then a group of dedicated volunteer musicians, brilliantly
brought to life Sergei Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf at the Williamsburg Regional Library on
May 6, 1984.
A vibrant and vital contributor to the performing arts of Williamsburg was born that day. Their
initial performances were so well received that the founders planned a schedule of concerts for
the general public.
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meet lynda byrd sharrett
League Board Member

A native of Ardmore, Oklahoma, Lynda attended Hockaday
School in Dallas, Texas and graduated from Ardmore High
School where she sang and acted in numerous theatrical
productions. She received her B.S. in Music and Radio &
Television from the noted Indiana University School of Music
in Bloomington, Indiana.

Lynda Sharrett

lynda enjoys
sailing, birding,
and for the
last 25 years,
practicing
the martial
art of tai chi.

Lynda was a commercial writer for many years in the radio and
advertising fields in Indianapolis, Indiana, northern Virginia and
Clearwater, Florida where she wrote and produced ads for
radio, print media and television. Utilizing her music and voice
training as an avocation, she sang with the Connecticut Opera
Association in Hartford, Connecticut and the San Carlo Opera
of Tampa, Florida from 1966–1970. After moving to McLean,
Virginia in 1970, Lynda taught voice privately and was the
soprano soloist and children’s choir director for Lewinsville
Presbyterian Church in McLean for 20 years. She concertized throughout
the DC area and sang with many professional music organizations including
the McLean Symphony Orchestra, the Choral Arts Society, Friday Morning
Music Club of DC, and the Master Chorale, the symphonic chorus of the
Florida Orchestra in Tampa, Florida. She is a past president of the Washington DC alumni chapter of Mu Phi Epsilon, international music fraternity,
where she adjudicated voice competitions and wrote a variety of programs
and events for the organization.
In 2003, she married Allan C. Sharrett and moved to Williamsburg. She is
an active board member and past-recording secretary of the Williamsburg
Symphony Orchestra League. She was the editor of the League newsletter
for four years and created, wrote and still helps produce several of the
League’s major fund-raising projects including “Stay Away,” “Own Your
Own Orchestra” and the popular “Encore Affairs,” a series of special events
and parties to benefit the orchestra.
Lynda enjoys sailing, birding, and for the last 25 years, practicing the
martial art of Tai Chi. She is most proud of her three beautiful and accomplished daughters and their families, including three brilliant (of course)
grandchildren.

Lynda says: “I always loved performing, but now I love working in
the background to help keep music beautifully alive for ourselves
and our children... in the present, and especially in the future.”
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backstage at the wso
elizabeth roberts

WSO Bassoonist and Personnel Manager

Elizabeth Roberts

i’ve enjoyed
performing
with janna
and my
colleagues in
the orchestra
for several
years, have
served on
the players’
committee,
and have
greatly
appreciated
collaborating
with carolyn.

Elizabeth Roberts, Principal Bassoon and Director of Youth
Education for the Charlottesville Symphony since 2001, joined
the faculty at the University of Virginia the same year. She became
a member of the Virginia Symphony Orchestra as their contrabassoonist in 2017 and has played Second Bassoon with the Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra since 2015. Ms. Roberts was the Visiting
Assistant Professor of Bassoon at the University of Missouri for
the 2013-2014 academic year. She freelances on bassoon and
contrabassoon with the Philadelphia Orchestra, National Symphony
Orchestra, Richmond Symphony, Washington National Opera,
and Baltimore Symphony. Ms. Roberts joined the faculty of the New England
Music Camp during the summer of 2017. She was a 2008 Virginia Governor’s
Award for the Arts nominee and has given world premiere performances of
works by Arthur Weisberg, Bernard Rands, Barbara York, Gary Schocker,
and Walter Ross. Ms. Roberts has performed as a soloist with the Charlottesville
Symphony, the Roanoke Symphony, the Harid Conservatory Orchestra, and
the Waynesboro Orchestra. Ms. Roberts earned a Bachelor of Science in
Early Childhood Education from the University of Illinois, a Professional
Studies Diploma and a Bachelor of Music from the Harid Conservatory,
and a Master of Music from the University of Southern California, where she
was elected to both Pi Kappa Lambda and USC Presidential Fellows, and
received the Dean’s Special Commendation. Her principal teachers were
Arthur Weisberg and Stephen Maxym.
I am a native of Virginia and am fortunate that my parents provided lots of
enriching experiences for my brother and me when we were growing up;
from music lessons to tours of historically significant places throughout
the Commonwealth to time spent outdoors, appreciating nature. My
earliest musical experiences were Porch Music - singing folk songs,
old-time favorites from the WWI era and the 20s, to hymns and more with extended family on the porches of our family cottages along Mosquito
Creek and the Rappahannock in the Northern Neck. At age four my mom
signed me up for a Yamaha music course. After a few years, I graduated to
the piano but switched to the flute soon thereafter so that I could participate in my school band program. At age eleven I saw the bassoon being
played and fell in love... In college I pursued bassoon performance, but
took a detour after two years, deciding to be a kindergarten teacher. I
enjoyed it, but at age 25 I returned to music – I had given up on myself the
first time around and wanted to see if I could ‘make it’ as a bassoonist.
So far so good!
I’m thrilled to join the WSO team on a new level. I’ve enjoyed performing
with Janna and my colleagues in the orchestra for several years, have
Continued on next page
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served on the Players’ Committee, and have greatly appreciated collaborating with Carolyn. During preparations for the trip to Bermuda, we got to
know each other, and I have a deep appreciation for all that she does for our
organization. I think she covers the tasks of what three people normally
would do! Francoise was a terrific personnel manager. Her shoes will be hard
to fill, but we are working closely to make for a seamless transition, and she
has agreed to mentor me as needed. I’m honored to step into my new role,
serving as personnel manager for the WSO.
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Holiday Pops
Celebrating 35 Years

concert

december 1 r 1:30 p.m. & 3:00 p.m.
december 2 r 2:30 p.m. & 4:00 p.m.

williamsburg
presbyterian church

Featuring

music director janna hymes

along with Bruton Parish Choirs, Rebecca Davy, Director
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir, Christopher Bechtler, Director
and vocal soloist Emmanuel Atiyeh

Tickets

General Admission $30.00

Purchase tickets at williamsburgsymphony.tix.com
anonymous
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volunteers needed for cabaret & cocktails
The WSO’s annual CABARET & COCKTAILS concert is
January 26, 2019 at the Williamsburg Lodge.

We are looking for volunteers for the following responsibilities the night of
the concert:
Ushers to take tickets and hand out programs (7:30–8:00 p.m.)
Floaters in the ballroom to “direct traffic” to table/seat assignments
(7:30–8:00 p.m.)
Raffle Ticket sellers (6:45–8:00 and Intermission)
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We hope that Volunteers will also attend
the concert, i.e.
purchase tickets,
but if you can’t, we
will provide complimentary non-table
seating at the back
of the ballroom
If you are willing to
volunteer, please
contact Sue Klepac,
sklepac@att.net, as
soon as possible.

Thank You!

Jan

26
2019

FEATURING THE WILLIAMSBURG SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA WITH MUSIC DIRECTOR JANNA HYMES

Williamsburg Lodge

TICKETS: TABLE SEATING

$45, $65, OR $85 FOR EACH SEAT

8:00
P.M.
TABLE SEATS 10

PURCHASE TICKETS AT WILLIAMSBURGSYMPHONY.TIX.COM OR
BY CALLING 1-800-595-4TIX (4849)
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welcome to new league members
We welcome the following people who have recently joined the League! We
are ever grateful for the continuing support of all our members. We couldn’t
do it without you!
James & Cheryl Brown
Page & Virginia Cranford
Mary Grace Dorsey
Dennis & Sheila McSweeney
Ron & Debbie Monark

attention!

...all intuitive, intelligent great leaders
who desire luck, romance and good fortune
—this is your year!
…and your opportunity to enjoy a fabulous
chinese brunch to celebrate your...

year of the earth pig!

Diane and Ian Carr invite you to their fascinating home for an amazing brunch of delicious
Chinese delicacies. You’ll dine on Mu-Shu Pork, Peking duck, Butterfly prawns, crispy spring
rolls and assorted dumplings—paired with the Carr’s signature Singapore Slings, almond
cookies and much more!
And to ensure your good fortune in 2019, be sure to burn your gift of “Lucky Money” in the
Celestial Fires before you leave.
Space is limited so don’t wait another minute to ensure your good fortune!
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2019

Noon–3:00 p.m.

Tickets: $75 per person ($35 tax deductible).
For Reservations: Check your Encore Affairs booklet or contact Annette Thompson at
annettethompson1991@gmail.com.
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calendar

december 1 & 2, 2018, Holiday Pops Concert
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church
Saturday | 1:30 p.m. & 3:00 p.m.
Sunday | 2:30 p.m. & 4:00 p.m.
Tickets at www.williamsburgsymphony.tix.com

**january 13, 2019, Chefs Kitchen No. II
Encore Affair #2 | SOLD OUT

**january 17, 2019,

Private Dining in Style at the Famous Trellis
Encore Affair #3 | SOLD OUT
6:30 p.m. | Trellis Restaurant – Williamsburg

january 26, 2019,

WSO’s Famous Cabaret & Cocktails Concert
Featuring Tony DeSare “I Love a Piano”
Williamsburg Lodge | 8:00 p.m.
Tickets at www.williamsburgsymphony.tix.com

**february 10, 2019, Chinese New Year Brunch
The Year of the Earth Pig

Encore Affair #4 | Noon | Williamsburg

march 3 & 4, 2019, Masterworks Concert #3
Tchaikovsky Variations

2018–2019

Sterling Elliott, Cello | Kimball Theatre | 7:30 p.m.

april 9, 2019, Masterworks Concert #4
Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 6

Williamsburg Community Chapel | 7:30 p.m.

april 27, 2019, WSO League Annual Dinner

Concert Fundraiser, “An Evening of Lady Legends
with Gracie & Lacy”
Kingsmill Resort

Continued on next page
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calendar

**may 16, 2019, High Tea at High Tide
Encore Affair #5 | SOLD OUT

**may 19, 2019, A Private Performance
Featuring Guest Artist, Tessa Lark, Violin
Encore Affair #7 | 6:30 p.m .| Williamsburg

may 21 & 22, 2019, Masterworks Concert #5
Season Finale with Love

Tessa Lark, Violin | Kimball Theatre | 7:30 p.m.

** For details on all Encore Affairs see: www.williamsburgsymphony.org/league

The Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra League
PO Box 1665
Williamsburg, VA 23187
757.229.9857
williamsburgsymphony.org/league

2018–2019

Sue Klepac, League Newsletter Chair
sklepac@att.net or 757.378.2779
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