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Locked Into Madness 

N THE second half of the twentieth century, the 
human race has brought itself to the brink of its 

own extinction. In 1945 the first atomic bomb was 
detonated, scarcely three weeks later another was 
dropped on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. The 
American President announced, "The basic fire of the 
universe... the force from which the sun draws its 

make the bombs, the politicians who order their 
manufacture and probably by most of the citizens of 
the nuclear powers in whose name this frightful 
protection" is deployed. It seems as if a perverse 
insanity has gripped the human race. Most people 
now acknowledge the peril. Tens of thousands of 
them are decision-makers. Hundreds of millions of 

powers, has been loosed..." Five years later, Albert 
Einstein on whose theoretical work the atomic bombs 

them are voters in so-called "democracies" who cast 
their votes in favour of nuclear arms. Insanity usually 
manifests itself in wild, violent behaviour. This 
insanity is perverse because with a clear understanding 
of the consequences the "mad bombers" have set 
ticking the most cataclysmic violence mankind will 
have ever known, the annihilation and indeed the 
termination of the human race. 

were based, said sorrowfully, "Radioactive poisoning 
of the atmosphere and hence annihilation of any life 
on earth has been brought within the range of 
technical possibilities." 

Thoughtful people took note - but by and large 

they did nothing. Political leaders in those nations 
which could marshal the resources set about building 
and stockpiling nuclear weapons for "defence". As 
their perceived rivals amassed a certain quantity, so 
they felt further threatened and built more themselves. 
So it proceeded. Now, forty years later, over 50,000 
nuclear warheads erist. They are charged, ready for 
instant use, in silos, submarines, mobile-launchers and 

high-flying bombers. In their thousands they are 

targetted on the industrial plants, the military bases, 
the nuclear power plants, the cities and towns of the 

enemy 
Fired together, as they most likely will be, these 

nuclear weapons can physically obliterate civilisation. 
In one monstrous overkill, much of humanity will be 

vapourised, irradiated, crushed or burned to death in 

the first moments of the strike or the thousands of 

Insanity is also characterised by an unwillingness to 
face reality, and this is seemingly the condition of the 
great majority of the world's people today. But not all. 
"Peace Squadron" is the story of some of them who 
became aroused and who chose to confront the 
problem head on. 

Its setting is perhaps a most unlikely one, the 
beautiful sparkling waters of the Waitemata Harbour 
of the city of Auckland in Aotearoa, better known to 
the world at large as New Zealand. One hundred 
years ago Mark Twain described it as "Last, loneliest, 
loveliest..." and for a while even after the world had 
entered the nuclear age this spot seemed safely 
remote. Twenty years ago, in the days of the Cuban 
missile crisis and fall-out shelters, many Americans 
and Europeans sought to migrate to New Zealand to 
escape the dangerous folly that gripped the northern 

hemisphere. They were often shocked to find that, of 
their own volition, New Zealanders too had become 
locked in to the nuclear defence system. 

New Zealand is an ally of the United States. 

Officially this is formalised by the ANZUS treaty, a 

document drafted over 30 years ago to allay the fears 

of Australia and New Zealand of a possibly resurgent 

Japan. It still survives amid doubts and controversy as 

to what it means either in the spirit or the letter. 

Certainly Labour governments have not accepted that 

it commits New Zealand to a nuclear alliance with the 

United States, and have resisted nuclear activity in 

this part of the world. In 1974 a Labour government 

sent a frigate to protest against French nuclear tests in 

overlapping blast waves that follow. The remainder 
will succumb to local and world-wide nuclear fall-out 

or the consequent collapse of the planet's ecosystem. 
It is deemed very likely that a ghastly "nuclear 
winter" will result from the shutting out of the sun by 

vast clouds of smoke from the fires of thousands of 
cities and forests burning at once. Probable, too would 

be the disruption of the layer of ozone which protects 
the earth from harmful ultraviolet radiation, in which 
case the last wretched survivors will fry to death in 

the very snlight which has given the earth and its 

living things strength and sustenance for a billion 

years. In short, a full-scale nuclear holocaust can and 
probably will lead to the extinction of mankind. 

All this is known and accepted by the scientists who 
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the Pacific. One Cabinet minister was aboard while 
another Labour member of parliament went on a 
private protest yacht to the test area. The same 
government took the case against the French to the 
International Court of Justice at the Hague. 

There is a strong stream of public opinion in New 
Zealand that holds that New Zealand, one of the most Labour government in 1972 gave new hope, but by 
beautiful, unspoiled countries on earth, should be kept 1975 its nuclear-free policy was under considerable 
that way. It is also small enough, and democratic 
enough, for the common people or at least that section that its ally allow nuclear-armed and nuclear-powered 
of them with the necessary spirit, to make their voices warships to visit New Zealand ports for the resting 
heard. Protests against Springbok rugby tours brought and recreation of their crews. This had happened 
tens of thousands of New Zealanders onto the streets 
and became world news. Protests against the Vietnam 
war were also significant. American Secretary of State 
Clark Clifford saw them as a turning point in his own 
thinking when he visited New Zealand and reported 
to President Johnson "If they are even protesting 

against this war down there.. 
On the nuclear issue, New Zealand protesters have. 

long history. Hiroshima Day marches have been held 
in major cities for 40 years and the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament and latterly, Greenpeace, have 
kept up a significant presence. The election of a 

strain as the United States government made requests 

before, with litte opposition or comment, but in the 
context of the Labour government's explicit actions 
towards a nuclear-free South Pacific it was critical. In 
the event a final decision was deferred by the New 
Zealand government until after the elections of 
November 1975. 



The Idea 

St. John's Theological College is set in beautuful 

surroundings overlooking the \Waitemata Harbour. A 
lecturer there, Rev. George Armstrong had worked 
long and intensely on the problems of peae and 
justice, convinced of the responsiblity of concerned 
individuals to take non-violent direct action to alert 
the wider community to thes isues. In this 
connection he had been very impresed by the 
blockade mounted by a small number of Quskerss 
against ships exporting arms to Pakistan from United 
States east coast ports in 1971. Now he saw its 
relevance to the problem facing New Zealand peace 
workers. 

Action Committee of the Friends of East Bengal, some 
s0 members in all who duly launched their tiny 
armada consisting of three kayaks, 2 canoes and one 
rubber craft, and placed themselves in front of the 
Pakistani freighter Padma as it steamed up the 
Delaware river on Wednesday July 14th 1971. Seven 
of them were arrested, the others who had stayed 
clear of the navigation channel were not picked up. 
Next morning, after a night in the cells, the seven 
appeared before a sympathetic judge who agreed to a 
sentence of "Probation without verdict". Released, 

they paddled out immediately for a water picket of the 
Padma. 

In 1971 West Pakistani troops were brutally 
crushing the campaign for autonomy in the east, the 
campaign which was eventually to lead to the 
emergence of the independent nation of Bangladesh. It coverage had been excellent. Next day the House of 
was a reign of terror, verging on genocide. Millions 
were killed and millions more fled as refugees into 

neighbouring India. 
In an effort to discourage the slaughter many 

nations withheld the aid which they had been 

supplying to the Pakistan government, but the United the positive vote. 

States continued not only with economic assistance but 
in sending military supplies also. Even though the 

United States Consul in East Pakistan spoke of 
"genocide, his government refused to condemn the 
West Pakistani actions. 

They were elated. They had not stopped the Padma 
but they had spotlighted a great injustice in the 
media, and they had started a movement. Television 

Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee voted to 
support a bill to withhold all military and economic 
aid from Pakistan until refugees could return safely to 
that country. Congressional aides informed the 
protesters that their action had been instrumental in 

Meanwhile some of the group flew to Miami to 
address the convention of the International 
Longshoremen's Association, while others met with 
local dock workers urging them not to handle the 
Padma's cargo. The Miami group achieved a major 

In Philadelphia a small group of Quakers were hard success when the I.L.A. determined not to handle 
at work establishing a non-violent training and action arms shipments to Pakistan. 

community which they hoped would lead to a 
nationwide movement of peace and social change 
activists tentatively called the Movement for a New 
Society. They were aghast at what was happening as 
they were fully aware of the horror being perpetrated 
in East Pakistan and now it was clear that it was 
happening with the connivance of their own 
government. Furthermore, the arms ships were 
coming in right under their noses and loading in the 
ports of Baltimore and Philadelphia. 

What could they do? "Mine the harbour", someone foreign policy as something strictly conceived and 
said, jokingly. "Use small boats," said another, "Mine carried out in Washington, as something we ordinary 
the harbour with our bodies, ourselves. That would be citizens do not decide. But a group of Philadelphians 
the non-violent way to do it." 

So it came about that there was formed the Direct 

Attention now rurned to the port of Philadelphia 
where a number of Pakistani freighter were scheduled 
to call. On July 29th a flotilla consisting of six canoes, 
two kayaks, two rowboats and two outboards 
assembled there and announced their intention of 
blockading Philadelphia from Pakistani ships. A 
columist, Rose de Wolf wrote in the "Evening 
Bulletin", "Can a dozen or so canoes blockade the 
port of Philadelphia and prevent a huge ocean 
freighters from docking here? ...We often think of 

who plan to paddle out in mosquito-sized boats to 

swarm around an elephant-sized freighter obviously 
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don't belicve that. Foreign policy is happening here." 
There was no doubt that the determination of the picketers and canoes to the wharfside for an important 

blockaders was capturing people's imagination and was announcement. He asked a Catholic priest to say 
playing an important part in arousing the conscience 
of the American public. Other major influences were 
at work also. Two days later the Beatles joined Ravi 
Shankar, Bob Dylan and others in a huge Madison 
Square Garden benefit concert that raised $250,000 for the ship had made an about turn and was heading for 
the refugecs. "Time" and "Newsweek" both had cover Baltimore. 
stories detailing the situation in East Pakistan, 
headlined PAKISTAN'S AGONY and BENGAL: 
THE MURDER OF A PEOPLE. 

At 1.30, Bill Moyer, protest leader, called the 

prayer. Then he told the enthusiastic crowd that he 
had learned from the Bay pilots that the Al Ahmadi 
had turned tail and left the port. Learning of the 
blockade and the longshoremen's decision not to load, 

Confusion about where the ship was docking 
prevented blocking action at Baltimore and eventually 
the Baltimore I.L.A. whose leadership didn't take as 

It was known that the freighter Al Ahmadi was due strong a stand as the Philadelphia branch, said that 
the ship didn't have a military cargo and loaded it. 

However, five days later the Al Ahmadi made 
conducted shore-based activity such as street-speaking another attempt for Philadelphia. This time the 

protest flotilla of four canoes and one kayak paddled 
the vessel. Finally firm information was received that straight for the bow but police who apparently had 

orders not to make arrests, dragged them away again 
and again. For a good twenty minutes this drama 
proceeded. When the freighter finally got a hawser 
over the dock's mooring post it was thrown off by a 
protester, then others dived into the water and swam 
away with it. Eventualy they were removed by the 

but its whereabouts and expected arrival date were 

kept secret. As the days passed the Action Committee 

and picketing of the shipping agents responsible for 

the arrival was imminent and on Thursday August 
12th at 11l a.m. the non-violent fleet of seven canoes 
and one kayak was launched and paddled to Pier 80 
its find to guarded by a Coastguard cutter and a 
number of Marine Police boats, with some 80 
demonstrators picketing the pier entrance on the 
shore. Newspaper and TV reporters and more than a police and the vessel was made fast. 
hundred hard-hatted dock workers looked on. The Philadelphia longshoremen refused to work the 

ship, however, and next day she sailed away. 
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Beginnings 

SAYING ABSOLUTELY NO TO NUCLEAR 
POWERED WARSHIPS IN NEW ZEALAND 

PORTS. WE ARE FORMING A PEACE 

In mid-1975 George Armstong's thoughts kept 
returning to the Quaker action as it became apparent 
that New Zealand's nuclear-free policies were under 
serious threat. Following the government's actions at 
the French tests at Moruroa and at the World Court 
there had been an initiative under the new Primne 

SQUADRON OF BOATS TO PICKET NEW 

ZEALAND HARBOURS AGAINST 

NUCLEAR WARSHIPS. 

Speaking to the press, George Armstrong said, "The 

boating and yachting clubs would be approached with 
Minister, Bill Rowling, at the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. There, along with Fiji and Papua-
New Guinea, New Zealand had sponsored a resolution a view to creating a squadron that could blockade 
advocating a Nuclear-Free Zone in the South Pacific. 
The Resolution was passed by 110 votes to 0 with 20 
abstentions. Although Australia voted for it, she had 
refused to co-sponsor it. In fact Labour Prime 
Minister Gough Whitlam wrote to Mr. Rowling, 
"Even the limited initial proposal could stir up 
controversy with the United States and raise questions 
about the ANZUS relationship... this is causing 

difficulty to your friends..." Soon, pressure to change have to deliver the goods." It was pointed out that it 

or nullify the policy became evident in New Zealand 

Auckland and other ports, should a nuclear warship 
visit New Zealand." 

The group met to consider what should happen 
next. George spoke of what the Quakers had done, 
and of other maritime protests specifically against 
nuclear arms. 

The group knew that they were now committed to a 

very serious course of action. As one said, "We now 

was not an official St..John's College action but it did 

have the support in principle of 33 members and 

wives of staff and students. (The total student body at 
that time numbered 45.) The question of whether 

too. 
First news was unofficial, but enough to cause 

misgivings and George Armstrong set to work 

immediately. On 16th April twelve students and staff children should be included evoked hot discussion. 

of St. John's signed a telegram to Prime Minister 

Rowling: 
URGENTLY REQUEST YOU NOT To 
PERMIT NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIPS 

IN OUR PORTS. COULD CONTRADICT 

VITAL NEW ZEALAND NUCLEAR 

"They should be left out," said one woman, "They 
should not be manipulated as political pawns." 

"Not so," said another, "This is a water-safety 

operation as much as anything. It is not intended that 

kids in small boats should be anywhere but where 

they ought to be under water-safety rules. In fact we 

intend to educate." WEAPON FREE PACIFIC POLICY. 

Three months later the Australian Minister of 

Defence visited Wellington for consultations and it 

was revealed that both governments had been 

approached by the Americans to receive visits from 

nuclear-powered ships. At the same time they were 

notified of a new policy indemnifying foreign 
governments against any damage that might result 

from such a visit. Mr. Rowling then announced on 

10th July that the New Zealand government was 

"re-examining its policy of not permitting nuclear-

powered ships to call at New Zealand ports. But at 

the moment there are no plans for change" he said. 

Within hours the St. John's group, now grown to 

33, had despatched another telegram: 
WE WILL ACTIVELY SUPPORT YOUR 

"It is a serious-fun thing," said another, "Ir's an 

educational thing. Opportunities will abound to 

convey up-to-date details of the full horror of nuclear 

weapons. And it will be a people-thing of boaties from 

the smallest to the biggest." 
"Yes. Children can play peace games as well as war 

games. After all it's children who are going to be 

destroyed, even more than the present adults." 

George told the meeting that he would be out of the 

country from July 24th for about six weeks. "Co-

ordinators will have to emerge from somewhere," he 

said. 

They did. A leaflet was produced and soon it was 

widely distributed. there was a very good response 

and by Labour weekend at the end of October 1975 
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the Peace Squadron was ready for the oficial 

launching. Still very much the child of the St. John's 

College group, the function, which was called 

"Waitemata Peace Day" was basically a religious 

cercmony. It began at the Savage Memorial, with a 

Peace Eucharist, after which the party moved down to received from foreign friends. "A creative, affirmative, 

the beach at Mission Bay for the Blessing of the 

Water. The invitations went out to all churches, with 

launching at Mission Bay. 
George Armstrong had returned from overseas to 

find the Squadron in great heart, with many willing 
hands to share the work of organisation. He himself 
was greatly fortified by the response the idea had 
non-violent action" said one. "A symbolic gesture of 
resistance to the destruction of humanity by fire" said 
another "It could make New Zealand an island of a statement that it was important that the churches 

face up to the issues of nuclear warfare, the ultimate 

pollution. They also went to all sections of the peace 
movement and for those for whom a religious 
celebration held no meaning there was a march to the November 1975. 

sanity in an ocean of peace." 
So it was that the Squadron stood ready for the 

outcome of the New Zealand General Election in 

The Peace Squadron 
The ideas and concerns that lie behind the Peace Squadron seen to be 
shared by the Peace Movement in general. A deep concern about the 
quality of life that we share in New Zealand, our natural resources 
and the stewardship of those resources. We are sensitive to any 
relationship or contact with foreign povers that may prove a danger 
to this natural heritage. The Peace Squadron is very nuch a pro-1ife 
movement, in that we wish to speak positively of the need to preserve 

our life-giving assets . 
The ain 18 to build a fleet of boats, fron smallest to largest, from 
bath-tub to ocean-going liner.This fleet or 8quadron vill, in the 

first instance, reflect New Zealand's delight 

watervays 
warships fron any country. 
The question has arisen several tines recently, of the possible 
1ifting of the current New Zealand ban on nuclear-povered varships 
entering our ports.sSuch ships would almost certainly carry nuclear 
weapons. The Peace Squadron would want to express our determination 
politely, but firnly, to say "No" to such visits. Ultimately 
Squadron might blockade a New Zealand harbour to prevent or at least 
synbolisee opposition to the entry of such ships. 

Boat owners and participants may choose to play a purel symbolie 
role. Young children could paddle or sail very snall craft close to the 

shore carrying pennants. Water-safety regulations will be observed 
and all operations will be of general educational value concerning the 
alarming rate of nuclear armanent development. 

in its harbours and 
and its desire to keep them free of possible use by nuclear 

the 

If you wish to register your boats vith the Peace 
Squadron please contact the Registrar of Boats, 

t. John's College, 

Meadoubank, Auckland.5. 
Phone- 586199 

AN EARLY PEACE SQUADRON LEAFLET. 
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The New Government 

T HE ELECTION resulted in the defeat of the 
Labour government, and as the Peace Squadron 

had expected, the new Prime Minister, Rob Muldoon 
was quick to announce the abandonment of the policy 
barring nuclear warship visits. "To bar them from 
visiting our harbours," he said, "is incompatible with 
membership of the ANZUS alliance and puts 
impossible restraints on our allies." He made the 

exercises" were held in Hauraki Gulf followed by a 
picnic at Motuihe Island. The Squadron now consisted 
of over 50 boats, many of them twenty to thirty-five 
foot keelers and multi-hulls with experienced skippers. 

All the local yacht clubs had been written to in the 
following terms: 

"You are no doubt aware that the arrival of nuclear 
ships in New Zealand ports is imminent... the New 
Zealand boating fraternity can play a vital role in 
safeguarding our heritage, by denying access of 
nuclear ships to our ports. The Peace Squadron was 
formed to co-ordinate and inspire boat owners to use 
their craft to prevent nuclear ships from entering port. 
We do not ask your organisation to stand on this 
issue, but to allow us the facilities to contact your 
members in order to make them aware that they can 
exercise a choice." 

announcement within six weeks of the election to a 

visiting delegaton of conservative American 
congressmen. In March 1976, Admiral Gayler, 
Commander of the United States Pacific forces, visited 
New Zealand for a round of discussions with political 
leaders. In response to media questions he said that he 
would not be able to indicate to the New Zealand 
government how frequently American nuclear ships 
would visit New Zealand ports, nor would it be 
publicly disclosed whether the ships were carrying 
nuclear weapons. A fortnight later, the Minister of 
Defence, Mr. McCready, confirmed that the 
government was expecting an American nuclear-
powered warship to visit New Zealand before the end 
of the year. 

At the meeting of the South Pacific Forum held in 
Rotorua in March, the delegates supported a very 

weak resolution which met the wishes of the newly 
elected conservative governments in Australia and 
New Zealand as regards "respecting the principle of 

freedom of navigation of the high seas." In effect this 
meant that nuclear-powered ships and vessels carrying 
nuclear weapons would be free to visit the area. It was 

particularly disappointing for those member countries, 

Fiji and Papua-New Guinea which had co-sponsored 
the South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone proposal at the 

United Nations along with New Zealand only a few 

months earlier. The outgoing Labour Prime Minister 

Rowling dubbed it "a slap in the face for South 

Pacific countries." 

The Peace Squadron sent a message to the leaders 

of Fiji and Papua-New Guinea who were attending the 

Forum, presenting them with Peace Squadron 

pennants and expressing solidarity with their efforts 

and commitment to "maintain our South Pacif+c as an 

Generally the response was encouraging. The 
Richmond Yacht Club carried the Squadron's message 
in its newsletter. Tamaki, Panmure Lagoon, 
Kohimarama and Ponsonby were prepared to place the 
letter on their club notice boards. The Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Squadron, however, declined to co-
operate and their reply referred to the Squadron 
trying to "make political capital" and "statements from 
people who are at best ill-informed if not downright 
ignorant of the subject." In similar haughty vein the 
Murray's Bay Boating Club secretary replied that "the 

matters you adumbrate are no concern of this club, 
and the steps you propose are probably 
impracticable." 

On Saturday June 5th, Queen's Birthday weekend, 
the Squadron held manoeuvers on the harbour again. 
By now, speculation was intense regarding an 
imminent visit, with Wellington tipped as the most 

likely port. Government sources revealed that an inter 
departmental committee had been studying the merits 
of a number of ports and "authoritative sources" 
revealed that Wellington had been selected for several 
reasons, including the size of the harbour and the 

depth of water available, the ease of policing the main 
channel and the absence of a large population around 
the harbour. Because of the prevailing northerly 
winds, Wellington was considered best-equipped to 

handle any accident involving a nuclear reactor, and 

the usually rough weather at the harbour entrance 

Ocean of Peace". The Squadron was growing steadily 
at this time. Numerous suburban meetings had been 

organised and on Anzac Day, April 25th, "naval 
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would, it was believed, deter all but the hardiest 
sailors in protest boats. 

Still the place and time were not revealed so in 
Auckland for several days a group of boats maintained Truxton. Watchers held their breath as several boats 
a vigil at the harbour entrance awaiting a possible 
sudden arrival. 

Auckland, but in Wellington there was a raging 
southerly 
courageous Peace Squadron sailed out to meet the 

le, and increasing, as a small but very 

manoeuvered perilously close and one crossed the 
bows of the big cruiser, but the Truxton never 
changed course. 

Later the commander admitted that his ship was not 

accustomed to such a welcome, and that it was the 

Then, the announcement came. The vessel was to 
be the CGN 35 (Cruiser, Guided-Missile, Nuclear 
powered) U.S. S. Truxton and it was scheduled to 
arrive in Wellington on August 27th 1976. That day a first time it had been denied berthing facilities because 
token fleet of some half-dozen boats displayed their 
protest around the Devonport naval base in the 
morning, and then off Admiralty Steps to catch the 
lunch-time strollers. It was a cold blustery day in 

of strike action by harbour workers. (Members of the 

Wellington Harbour Employees Union refused to 

assist in berthing and the ship was forced to anchor in 
the stream for the duration of her visit.) 

PEACE 
SGuadro 

EARLY DAYS - A SERIOUS FUN THING. 
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Long Beach 

narrowing channel that leads into Auckland harbour. 
The Wellington action was the catalyst for wide-

ranging and intense activity by the Peace Squadron in The tactic of presenting stern to the oncoming 

Auckland. Soon some fifty craft were registered, 

ranging from large keelers and launches to small 

dinghies. Their skippers and crews included Members thus obliged by the international sea rules which apply 

of Parliament, cox 
radical activists and many ordinary members of the 

public who had never participated in protest before. 

Then the announcement was made, barely a week in larger Peace Squadron boats, that would proceed a 

advance, that the visitor to Auckland would be the 

17,350 ton nuclear-powered cruiser Long Beach, due boats, as a vanguard. Their task was to slow down the 

on October Ist. Frenzied preparations were made by approach of the warship by moving in towards the 

Squadron members, strategy was discussed 

extensively, telegrams and phone calls went far and 

wide, even to the White House, warning of the 
planned blockade and the boats were made ready. 

At 8.50 a.m. on September 29th, George Armstrong high in the last crowded meeting of skippers and crew 

on behalf of the Squadron cabled the captain of the 

Longbeach: 
AUCKLAND HARBOUR ENTRANCE WILL 

warship had been decided on as a means of placing 
the warship in the position of "overtaking vessel' and 

outside harbour limits, to give way to the vessel being 

overtaken. This tactic would in particular be used by 

a small group of vessels, comprising about six of the 

pany directors and executives, 

mile or so further out to sea than the main body of 

harbour in front of it, and gradually reducing speed, 
forcing it to stop as they encountered the main mass 
of protest boats. 

The plan seemed certain of success and morale was 

on the evening of September 29th. Some were 
planning to sail our the next evening and sleep at 

McKenzie's Bay on Rangitoto Island, whilst the rest 
would leave their moorings or launch their boats in 
the early hours of the morning of October 1st. 

Members were reminded that this was to be a peaceful 
protest, that the action was only to be taken outside 
harbour limits, sailing in accordance with the Collision 
Regulations, and not to endanger life or ships. The 
object nevertheless was to stop that vessel from 
entering the harbour. That resolve was absolute. In 
the confusion and chaos that reigned for an hour or 
two on the morning of Friday October 1st, it was that 
resolve alone that remained." 

BE COVERED BY SMALL BOATS 
REPRESENTING NEW ZEALAND PEOPLLE 
YOUR ATTEMPT BRING DEATH SHIP 

AN NUCLEAR WEAPONS TO 
AUCKLAND WILL VIOLATE NEW 
ZEALAND HOSPITALITY ENDANGER 
NEW ZEALAND LIVES VIOLATE AND 
ENDANGER NEW ZEALAND AND 
UNITED NATIONS NUCLEAR WEAPON 
FREE ZONE PLEASE RESPECT PLEASE 
ACKNOWLEDGE WE HOLD YOU 
RESPONSIBLE ANY CONSEQUENCES. 

The announced time of arrival was dawn, about 6 

a.m. on October Ist. The cable accurately stated the 
Peace Squadron's plan of action - to put so many 
small boats on the water at the harbour entrance that others slipped in during the twilight hours. One of the 

no responsible captain would risk urying to bring his 
ship in. It was described in the Squadron's records as Phil Amos who just ten months earlier had been 

follows: 

By 8 p.m. on the Thursday evening some half 
dozen Peace Squadron craft were anchored in 
McKenzie's Bay. Spirits were high and cheery shouts 
of welcome echoed across the water as one by one 

first to arrive had been Dolphyn, the 34ft. sloop of 

Minister of Education in the Labour government. His 
"Protest boats were to assemble off "A" buoy in the was to be one of the lead boats which would go out to 

Rangitoto Channel before dawn, keep moving around meet Long Beach and try to stop her while the main 
and avoid confrontations with the police who were 
expected to be out in rubber dinghies, and stay 
together forming a confusion of small craft moving in Dolphyn for final discussions. 
all directions and effectively blocking the way into the 

flotilla massed nearer the harbour entrance. Now the 
skippers of the other larger boats came aboard 

They turned in about midnight, with alarm set for 4 
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a.m. Seven slept aboard Dolphyn including 

"Commodore" George Armstrong. George was first 
up, soon rousing the others and calling "Wakey, 
wakey" across the water to the other crews. 

Phil Amos wrote later, "After a quick hot drink, 
and after George and two of his crew left for their 
craft, we weighed anchor and moved towards Tiri 
Lighthouse. By the time it was about 4.45 a.m. and 
we were heartened to see that our ranks had swelled 
considerably overnight. The morning was fresh and 
clear a good day for sailing! As we moved out into 
the Gulf we could see dozens of small craft 
launches, yachts and fizz-boats making their way out 
into the Gulf. We sighted Long Beach or what we 

took to be her, almost as soon as we cleared 
McKenzie's Bay. When we were approximately 500 
metres from her we turned so that we were running 
towards Auckland harbour, and about four miles from 
harbour limits. We could see other craft near Long 
Beach and guessed that Pat Taylor and Bernard 
Rhodes were there, as we could see two trimarans 
among the craft.. ." 

Pat Taylor, the co-ordinator of the Peace Squadron 
fleet, was indeed there. He had calculated Long 
Beach's course and, like Phil, had begun to sail down 
the same course, more slowly. Long Bcach closed on 

his red trimaran Stormbringer, at 5-7 knots, then 
more slowly as Pat manoeuvered skilfully across her 
path. Finally the giant cruiser came to a standstil. 

"It was incredible to see it stop," said Pat. "If we'd 
had reinforcements right then we would have crowded 
under the bow and the ship would have been forced 
to anchor." 

In fact, however, Stormbringer was well ahead of 
most of the other protest boats. She was surrounded 
by the Long Beach's naval and police escort. This 
consisted of two of the Navy's fisheries protection 
launches, the police launch Deodar and about a dozen 
other launches and runabouts. The Deodar and a 

Navy launch moved in on the trimaran. An order over 
a loudhailer for Taylor to move out of the way was 

ignored. Grappling irons landed on his craft and were 
tossed overboard. A young policeman leapt aboard and 
attempted to take over the tiller but Taylor resisted. 
He was told he was under arrest but refused to hand 
over his ship. As the confusion continued, 
Stormbringer drifted away from the cruiser's bow and 

TRIMARAN 'STORMBRINGER" HALTS GIANT NUCLEAR CRUISER 
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P-3552 

NAVAL VESSEL EDGES STORMBRINGER" ASIDE 

seemed to be ready to throw grapples over our side, the Long Beach began to move forward again. 
But not for long. Now Dolphyn lay across her path, but then veered away. Shortly afterwards another 

executing the planned tactic once again. The time was naval vessel approached from the starboard and threw 

now 6.15 a.m. Skipper Phil Amos reported later, 
"The Long Beach's engines were shut off when she 
was about 35-40 metres from us, but she drifted up to I was. He then grabbed my shoulder and said, "You 

about 15 metres. I wasn't at all perturbed because my 

vessel was making way." 

By this time a large number of Peace Squadron 
vessels had caught up with the action and were close 

by, as well as the police and naval vessels. 
"A police officer with a megaphone was ordering 

craft to keep clear, at least we assumed that was the 

message because it was impossible to hear the message this thing." I then said that none of my crew had any 

with so many engines operating." said Amos. 

Not only that but the ringing cheers from everyone 

on the milling protest boats at the sight of Long 
Beach stopped in her tracks a second time. 

"A naval vessel approached from the port side, and 

grapples over our side. A young police officer climbed 
aboard and asked who the skipper was. I replied that 

are under arrest." He assisted me from my craft on to 
the naval vessel. Before I went I asked what I was 
being arrested for but received no reply... Another 

police officer then took charge of me and as he did so0 

he said to the young constable, ""You made the arrest 

you take command." The constable then said, "I've 

never been to sea before. I don't know how to drive 

experience at taking command, and hoped that the 

constable could do so. I was told that was no longer 

my concern..." 

What Amos had said was true, nobody on board 

had the slightest idea of how to handle the Dolphyn. 

14 



15 



9 

"LONG BEACH" MOVES FORVWARD 

She drifted away to starboard of the Long Beach and 

before long ran aground off Cheltenham. The 

distressed young constable finally managed to attract 

the attention of a passing police launch and a message 

was sent to Auckland Central Police Station. 

forward, was edging into the masses of small craft, 

150 or more, which were darting to an fro around the 

bow. The police in their rubber outboard boats were 

ordering them to "Move on" There were dinghies and 

canoes and yachts of all sizes and designs. The police 

boats were bumping and nudging them, sometimes 

over-riding them and sometimes being ridden over. 
The procedure of charging Phil Amos was 

interrupted and he was hurried back to take over 

command of Dolphyn and sail her to Admiralty Steps. Many of the boats were half-swamped. Through it all 

As he stepped ashore, still in police custody, the 

former Minister of Education exchanged pleasantries 
with the U.S. Ambassador, Mr. Seldon who was 

waiting to greet the Long Beach commander. 

George Armstrong in his little runabout was in close 

to the cruiser at this time, and exultant. He was 

particularly delighted at the way the lead boats 
followed the Squadron's plan to the letter - leading 

the Long Beach in, slowing down and forcing it to 

halt. "Tm proud of them," he said. 
For a minute or two, with the Long Beach stopped, called "Speed up, Long Beach. Speed up, Long 

boats were milling around everywhere. The police 
launch Deodar resumed the chase of Pat Taylor in 
Stormbringer, caught him and placed him under 
arrest. The great cruiser, still drifting very slowly 

the sea was dead calm and it is frightening to imagine 

what would have happened it it had been otherwise. 

Deodar rammed numerous protest boats from 

behind and then formed a wedge with the two naval 

vessels in front of the bow of the Long Beach. 

Protesters heard the Deodar radio the Long Beach -

"Proceed. Do not stop." and the cruiser got under 

way. The yachts were effectively kept at a distance by 

the flying wedge, but the motor boats continued to 

zip across the bows of the big vessel. Now the Deodar 

Beach." The ship acknowledged the message, but did 

not increase speed. 

By now it was becoming clear that Long Beach was 

going to make it into the harbour. But there were 
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sat and waited with my KEEP OUT sign held up. I 

knew they'd see me, but we'd seen Long Beach mow 

through everything else and I wondered if it would do 

that with a man. And I was angry that the ship's 
arrival had disregarded people's rights to make this a 
nuclear-free country. 

The ship appeared to move slightly from course but 

brave and desperate actions still to come. Geoff 

Chapple wrote in the "N.Z. Listener" 

" In the midst of it all came the first New 
Zealand kamikazes, the surfboard riders. They came 

in slow motion, because the sheer risk of what they 
did, outside the guidance of the Peace Squadron, 
made your own heart race, called out the adrenalin 

and quickened your own responses to the point where retained speed. The bow missed me by a narrow 
the external action slowed, and almost stopped. 

The first wore a black wet suit. On a stick, upright came out from under the bow overhang. I held up the 
at the front of his board, was the CND symbol - the sign to them and called out to them to take the ship 

encircled man, upside down in distress. The police 
inflatables moved in on him, propellors were thrashing my balance within touching distance of the ship's side 
around him everywhere, but he didn't stop, went right and fell in. I recovered my board and placard and 
up to the bow and was swept around and out of 

sight." 
Another was Justin Nops, a 29-year old 

schoolteacher. He described it later: "I asked my 
support to take me well ahead of the Long Beach and 
drop me off. I was too close the first time and she 

went wide of me. The second time I was dropped off ong Beach and trying to make the windward side 
nearly a quarter of a mile ahead and I had plenty of 
time to line up. 
I didn't paddle a stroke to move out of the way, just 

margin. I could see the crew leaning over the rail as I 

out. It was like riding rapids at that point. Then I lost 

continued to protest as the ship's stern passed ten feet 
away. A police Zodiac asked if I was o.k. or wanted a 
lift. My support boat was near so I declined. The 

police generally were excellent to us..." 
Mark Knight was in a 16ft. clinker built lifeboat, 

with sails and motor. He was directly in the path of 

while a police rubber dinghy charged him on the 
starboard bow in an effort to shunt his boat around to 
leeward. 

THE FIRST NEW ZEALAND KAMIKAZES, THE SURFBOARD RIDERS 



her bow to take up the same direction I was never 

more than 6ft. or so from her until she finally went 
I realised the Long Beach would soon be past so I 

powered around in the same direction we were being 
pushed. ... we gained enough momentum to complete past us.. 
a nearly 360° turn and found overselves about 3ft. to 

windward of the Long Beach's knife bow, still moving 
through the water at about 6 knots. I knew we had 
come close but at the time I didn't give it a second 

thought. I was only conscious of what was happening 
with my boat and the small area of sea around it. I 

had no idea of what was happening more than about 

20 yards away. 
I went about to take up the same direction as the 

Long Beach and we started holding up placards and 

shouting to any crew we could see that this was a 

Nuclear-Free Zone and to go back... As the Long 
Beach was going past us allI could see was a solid 
continuous grey wall of steel with seemingly no top or 

bottom or beginning or end. After going about near 

As George Armstrong watched the Long Beach 

enter the harbour proper he felt great satisfaction, 

even though the primary aim of the Peace Squadron 

had not been achieved. "They've had to force their 

way into our harbour," he said, "Maybe they won't 

try it again." 

In an official Peace Squadron summary of the 

action, John Simpson wrote "In essence, the Peace 

Squadron's plan failed. The advance group went out 

too far and they were not together when they 

encountered Long Beach. Individually they caused it 

to stop twice briefly and meanwhile the mass of boats 

spread out over a wide area between the scene of the 

early action and the planned meeting point of "A" 

buoy, so that the principle of a blockade was lost, and 

"WE WILL NEVER GIVE UP. PLEASE TELL THAT TO THE MEN WHO SEN T 

18 



summons was no longer where they had put it. So a 

companion, Bruce Bayliss, dived overboard and swam 

to the Long Beach, taking with him the informant's 

the protest becamc a succession of individual 
confrontations. This admission however is no way 
diminishes the impact of the protest - the might of 

the military was forced, even if only temporarily, to copy of the summons in a plastic bag. He climbed 
take notice of the people who would stand in its way aboard a launch that was moored alongside the Long 
- the aggressive power of the war machine found it 
could not ignore the existence of its opponents." 

With the Long Beach anchored in Auckland 
harbour there were numerous land-based protests, but the captain instruct a sailor to go down the boarding 
one rather bizarre action on the water is worthy of 
note. It was the attempt to have a warrant issued for legally served. 
the arrest of the commander of Long Beach. The 

mover was the writer, Colin Amery, who had 

previously tried the same tactic when the U.S.S. 

"Truxton" visited Wellington the previous month. 
This time, Amery, whose legal name was Donovan 
John Citizen McGrath, took out the summons on 
Friday, October 1st, at the Auckland Magistrates 
Court, under Section 198(2) of the Crimes Act. This 
section provides a prison term of up to seven years for thought to this as an active participant in nuclear 

anyone who, with "intent to injure, or with reckless 
disregard for the safety of others, sends or delivers to industry. We appeal to each of you to think very 

Beach and spoke for a few moments with a sailor in 

the launch and dropped the summons on the deck, 
before swimming back. Through binoculars they saw 

ladder, and there was no doubt that the summons was 

On October 4th, George Armstrong wrote an open 

letter to the commander of the Long Beach. After 

explaining the purpose of the protests and emphasising 
that they were not directed against the captain or his 

men personally, the letter went on.. . 

"We would like to comment on your individual 

responsibility. You, yourself, Captain Schrader, and 

each member of your crew doubless have given some 

warfare preparations as well as in the nuclear energy 

any person, or puts in any place, an explosive or 

injurious substance or device." The writ alleged that 

Captain Schrader, commander of the Long Beach, 
with reckless disregard for the safety of others, did 

put in Auckland Harbour an injurious substance or 

device, namely the Long Beach. 

McGrath's next problem was to serve the summons 
on Captain Schrader. In this he received no assistance nuclear-armed warship claims that he is "not 
from the police, who would not allow him within 100 interested in killing people". We urge you to think 
metre of the Long Beach. Accordingly he set off with again about this. Some of your fellow-coutrymen have 
an accomplice in a canoe from Westhaven ramp at l 

a.m. on Sunday morning. His companion wrote, 
"Getting through the security cordon was a piece of 

deeply about his. You commented, Captain, that in 
the course of your ship's passage through the Peace 

Squadron fleet there was no danger to life and that 

you were "not interested in killing people". We are 

not so sure that our lives were not endangered by 

your ship's forced entry. We are absolutely sure that 
there is a big contradiction when the captain of a 

courageously resigned rather than continue to assist in 

nuclear-power and nuclear-weapons programmes. 
We as a squadron are now more committed and 

experienced that before. We will never give up. Please 
tell that to the men who sent you..." 

cake. We just sat in the darkness about 200 metres 

from the ship until both the naval vessel and the 

Deodar were on the other side of it and then we went 

all out for the stern. One lone American sailor looked 

wearily over the side but neither heard nor saw us. 

McGrath then proceeded to affix his writ onto the hull 
of the death ship with masking tape plus a bit of latex 

glue. The writ was neatly encased in a plastic bag. 
Having accomplished our aim we were a little less 

Circumspect on the return journey and suddenly found 

ourselves sitting in the beam of the naval vessel's 
searchlight like a pair of prima ballerinas. The navy 
whistled up the police launch and there we sat 
between them, McGrath debating the finer points of 

the law pertaining to ships at sea.. ." 
The next day they circled the ship again, and 

looking through binoculars, could see that the 

MINI GOIED.. 

DoN'T KMy 
WMETHER To DIML A SAILOR oR 
DIAL A PRAYER 
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After Long Beach 

again. The level of interest was high too, and it was 

during this period that the first real policy of the 
The immediate reaction to the Long Beach protest 

from within the Peace Squadron was probably one of 

self-satisfaction. The government had been shown that Peace Squadron was formulated and set down in 

the level of feeling against this sort of intusion was 

high and it was hoped that they would not dare try it many hours of debate. 
writing. This Policy Statement was the outcome of 

Auckland Peace Squadron Pblicy Statement 
December 1976 (Abridged) 

Preamble 
.. . From the beginning the Auckland Peace Squadron has bee deeply concerned about nuclear weapons and 

nuclear reactors and about the undemocratic manner in which our country is in danger of becoming locked into 

their systematic global distribution. Our principal objective has always been the maintenance of the traditional 

rejection of nuclear-powered warships from our ports. We now pledge ourselves to ensure a governmental re 
assertion of this policy together with its extension to include al carriers of nuclear weapons and all nuclear-

powered ships. We invite all peace-loving persons everywhere, in New Zealand and in the U.S.A. especially, to 

join us in this pledge. 

Statement 

(1) We are committed to the Resolution - approved by the New Zealand Government in 1973, sponsored by 

New Zealand, Papua-New Guinea and Fiji, and passed by 110 votes to nil in the United Nations General 

Assembly in December 1975- in favour of a South Pacific Nuclear-Weapon Free Zone because 

(a) It is an essential component of any realistic and moral defence policy for New Zealand. 

(b) It is a clear way for New Zealand to avoid becoming a target for nuclear weapons. 

(c) It is a positive contribution which New Zealand has made and can make to Arms Limitation, 
Disarmament and World Peace. 

(d) It makes possible a positive policy of non-alignment with either of the superpowers, such being the 

objective of the Pacific people and peace-loving people everywhere. 

(e) It identifies New Zealand's collective heritage, destiny and security as belonging with the other South 

Pacific nations. 

We oppose the presence in New Zealand territory of nuclear weapons and hence the entry of any ship or 
(2) aircraft which upon good evidence is believed to be carrying nuclear weapons. 

(3) 
We oppose as contrary to New Zealand's interest and self respect the acceptance by a New Zealand 

Government of a superpower's refusal to "confirm or deny the presence of nuclear weapons on its ship or 

aircraft. That refusal merits refusal by a New Zealand Government to harbour any such ship or aircraft. 

(4) We oppose the entry into New Zealand of nuclear powered ships because: 

(a) Sea-borne nuclear reactors pose at this stage an unacceptable risk to the New Zealand environment. 

(b) Their presence in New Zealand ports is prejudicial to public discussion and decision making as to the 

desirability of land-based reactors. 
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(5) We will act to prevent the entry of any ship carrying nuclear weapons or nuclear powered ship by filling channel entrances with small cratt s0 that the responsible captair or pilot of such a ship will choose not to 
procced. 

(6) Any such captain or pilot persisting in attempting to force an entry is, with his superiors, and any New Zealand Government inviting such ships, primarily responsible for all consequences of such a forced entry. 
(7) The Peace Squadron will absolutely refrain from violence at all times. 

We will support other groups in their non-violent actions to prevent the entry into New Zealand of nuclear (8) 
weapons. 

(9) We call for a fundamental public review by the Government of all the alternative defence policies available 
to New 2Zealand. 

(10) We reject any defence policy which expressly or by implication requires: 
(a) That a nuclear-weapon-free South Pacific Zone ceases to be a primary goal of New Zealand defence 

policy, 
(b) that New Zealand be put at risk of becoming a nuclear target in consequence of playing host to the 

nuclear armaments of either superpower, 

(c) that New Zealand become an accomplice in the firing of nuclear weapons, 

(d) that New Zealand armed forces be a dependent component of the nuclear-armed forces of either 
superpower. 

The immediate reaction to the Long Beach protest 
from within the Peace Squadron was probably one of 
self-satisfaction. The government had been shown that slogans. The Peace Squadron boats kept station with 
the level of feeling against this sort of intrusion was 

high and it was hoped that they would not dare try it channel. 
again. The level of interest was high too, and it was 
during this period that the first real policy of the 
Peace Squadron was formulated and set down in 

writing. This Policy Statement was the outcomme of 
many hours of debate. 

there were two yachts, a trimaran and a two-man 
kayak, all bearing anti-nuclear placards with French 

the destroyer until it was into the main shipping 

As time passed a degree of euphoria arose within 
the Squadron at the continued absence of nuclear 

warships from New Zealand ports. It was suggested 
that with Carter as President of the United States 

perhaps the driving force behind such visits may have 
diminished. 

Later in the year, the U.S.S. Richard S. Edwards 
an American destroyer, equipped for carrying nuclear-
tipped anti-submarine torpedoes, made a week's stay 
in Auckland harbour, tied up at Princes Wharf, the 
wharf usually used by visiting cruise ships. Peace 
Squadron vessels picketed the wharf for most of the 
week. At one stage the 40'ft trimaran Phoenix was 
towed away by a Harbour Board tug under passive 
non-violent protest. At the weckend the destroyer was 
'open' to the public. Some half-dozen Peace Squadron 

vessels picketed while wharfside discussions and the 
In May 1977 a French frigate, Enseigne de Vaisseau distribution of the leaflets took place. 

Henry" visited Auckland and attracted minor attention 
from protestors: It was met by a handful of people 
who handed leaflets to the French sailors urging them that the Peace Squadron was now a spent force, for 
to vote against nuclear testing at the next French 
general election. When it pulled out several days later, much bigger "fish", the U.S.S. Pintado. 

The low key activity must have deceived the 
Government and the U.S. authorities into believing 

very shortly they announced the forthcoming visit of a 
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Pintado 

The Pintado is a nuclear-powered submarine of the 
iom expressing concern that the Atomic Energy 

Sturgeon class. According to "Janes Fighting Ships" 
such vessels are nuclear attack submarines equipped 
with SUBROC missiles fired from torpedo tubes 
which rocket above the surface of the sea before 

Committee may have designated this as a "somewhat 

permanent" berth for nuclear-powered warships, the 

Board did nothing that could be construed as protest 

action. 

The trade unions were concerned and watersiders 

dropping a nuclear depth charge on an enemy 

submarinne. 
voted not to work Jellicoe wharf and to declare it 

"black" during the six days of the submarine's visit, 

but as no other vessels were scheduled to berth at the According to the "Evening Tribune" of San Diego, 
Pintado's home port, Pintado collided with a Soviet 

nuclear-powered submarine while on an intelligence 
mission in 1974. The paper said that the collision, 
almost head-on, occurred in May 1974 about 60 

metres underwater in the approaches to the Soviet 

naval base at Petropavlovsk on the Kamchatka 

peninsula. No casualties were reported among the 
Pintado's 107 man crew, though sonar and other gear 

wharf during the period, their action was a token one 

only. The Civil Defence authorities were stirred to 

action and made detailed preparations against what 

they termed the "highly unlikely" eventuality of the 

release of radioactive material into the atmosphere. 

Reception and Welfare Centres were designated at the 

Auckland City Council's Tepid Baths in Sturdee St. 

and the Parnell Baths on Tamaki Drive, the North 

Shore YMCA and the Takapuna Rugby Football 

Club. It was envisaged that washing-up facilities 

would be available at these centres and potassium 
iodate pills would be administered if necessary. 

was said to have been smashed. Both vessels carried 

nuclear weapons. The Pintado then reportedly made 

top underwater speed for Guam where repairs took 

seven weeks in drydock. The "Tribune" said it based 

its account on talks with submariners, Navy 

Department officials, Congressional sources and a 

Soviet Embassy official in Washington. The "New 

York Times" later carried the story. Senior Pentagon 

officials then acknowledged the use of submarines on 

such missions although the U.S. Navy denied violating Peace Squadron in its preparations for meeting the 

Ted Reynolds, a senior journalist of the "New 

Zealand Herald", attended the four meetings of the 

Pintado and his report, "Anatomy of a Nuclear 

Protest" gives a unique picture of how the Squadron 

responded to the challenge. 
He reported that half an hour after the Prime 

Minister's radio announcement Peace Squadron 
members were arriving at St. John's College. The 
news had come on a bad day, December 23rd "A 

grotesque Christmas present", according to George 
Armstrong. Everyone was either doing last-minute 

Christmas shopping or getting ready to attend 

Soviet territorial waters. 

This was the nuclear warship next to be brought to 

Auckland harbour, and the announcement, made by 

the Prime Minister on 23rd December 1977, roused 

the Peace Squadron back into action. Coming more 

than a year after the visit of the Long Beach, and 

announced almost on the eve of Christmas when 

protest organisation would be very difficult, the visit 

was obviously timed to catch the Squadron 

unprepared. If so, the Prime Minister was mistaken. 

The Auckland Harbour Board was particularly upset Christmas parties. People arrived late, and in all only 
at the manner in which it learned of the visit. It 16 attended. 
received a telegram from the Minister of Transport on 
the same day as the public announcement, saying that Ships' giving technical details of the Pintado. It is, he 

the Pintado would be arriving and would go to the 
Jellicoe wharf, which is very close to the centre of 
downtown Auckland.. Press reports stated that the 
Harbour Board members were "piqued" at this 
"peremptory Government action". However, apart 

"George Armstrong quotes from 'Janes Fighting 

says, going to be difficult to organise things because 

everyone will be on holiday... he thinks the Prime 
Minister believes that if he can just ride out the 

protests, the protesters will go away. 
He adds, What we want to say now is that the 
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Pcace Squadron will carry out its policy of opposing 

the visit of any nuclear ship and of putting ourself in obligations. 
Civil Liberties, to tell people their rights and 

its path'. 
A voicc: We'll stop it!' 

Another voice says urgently - and with the first of 

many American acents that will be heard at later 

mectings- that last time when the Long Beach came strategy meeting of boat owners has decided boats 
to Auckland, Peace Squadron boats travelled in the 
same direction as the ship and tried to stop her that 
way. If you go with it you are just an escort. We've 
got to have a whole fan of boats going at it and row 
after row of boats after the first line. .. 

The second meeting on January 3rd is twice as big. 
The main business of the meeting is to hear what the A buoy she should be allowed to proceed. From there 
section organisers have done ... John Simpson says 
he is making sure that every boat owner who wants to 
go out on the water under the Peace Squadron banner decided that the fourth meeting was an optional extra. 
gets in touch with him, likewise crews who need a 
boat to be on. Evan Audley, who is organising land-
based activities, says there will be two 
marches, a continuous picket at Jellicoe wharf, and on ship is forcing its way into this harbour, using some 

the night of the Pintado's arrival a gathering on Mt. 
Victoria to flash morse signals to the submarine. Then policemen) to force a way through other New 
Sally Vinson reports on the telephone tree, which gets Zealanders, all equally loyal to New Zealand. And we 
messages quickly to all members. George Armstrong 
tells the meeting of a cable he has sent to President 
Carter advising that the submarine "would have to 
force its way dangerously through a celebrating peace 
fleet". Les Church, the treasurer, says they need 

money. The meeting agrees to ask the telephone tree 

to get into action and touch everbody for $5. 
Now the meeting breaks to watch a film of the 

Wellington attempt to stop the entry of U.S.S 
Truxton, which ends with the voice of the Prime 
Minister saying, "We don't want to encourage people about jail. They say they must have a party when ir's 
to rush around and do things that er - er finally 

wouldn't help them." Whoops of laughter. 
The third meeting attended by Reynolds was on 

January 12th. Now the numbers have grown to 80, 
fifteen of whom are women. About a quarter are 
middle-aged. the meeting discusses exchanges which 
have taken place with the police who have made a 

statement about possible dangers. 
Les Church says, "We have made a statement that 

members will observe normal safety precautions. We 

can't afford to appear reckless. . ." A member says 
that the squadron statement can't be correct because 

placing boats in the way of a much larger one is a 

breach of safety anyway. Les Church replies that 
squadron policy is to cover the harbour entrance with calm, it was a beautiful summer's morning. 
small boats when a nuclear warship approaches so that Les Church reported "Westerlies forecast hadn't 

no responsible captain would bring his ship in. He 
then asks Bill Hodge, a lawyer from the Council for 

Les Church repeats that people should keep well 
clear of propellors and says that the squadron has 
never asked people to be in the water, swimming or 
on surfboards, nor does it intend to. He says a 

should assemble between Rangitoto beacon and A 
buoy outside harbour limits, and therefore outside 
the Harbourmaster's powers. They will enter the lane 
leading to A buoy when the Pin tado approaches. "It is 
not in our interests," he says, "to have her end up on 
a sandbank or have any serious accident. It she gets to 

on the channel narrows too much for safety." 
Many people, commented Ted Reynolds, must have 

There are only 45 present, but quite a number of new 
faces, and at least three of them own yachts. George 
Armstrong says, "Our purpose is to show that this rotest 

New Zealand citizens (he means sailors and 

should aim to make it clear that one of the things we 
are doing is to enact publicly the political realities and 

make the authorities reveal their attitudes." He wants 
the squadron to reflect the reality of being "a life 
loving force and to show that if any death ship wants 
to enter the harbour it must force its way in." 

This is the final meeting ard now it ends. People 
collect pamplets called "You and the Police". They 
buy Peace Squadron banners to fly from their boats. 
They check times that crews are on board. They joke 

all over. Then they all leave." 
Ted Reynolds or any other journalist or nember of 

the public could attend the meetings of the Peace 
Squadron. The police or security intelligence service 
could and probably did do likewise. So the authorities 
were able to know the resources and tactics the 
squadron planned to employ. The reverse was not 
case, and the squadron had no forewarning of what 
was in store. It was to be stunned by what Les 
Church called "the thuggery of a full scale military 
operation." 

The Long Beach had entered the harbour at dawn 
- Pintado was expected about noon, so there was a 

more leisurely rendezvous. The weather was just as 

eventuated. The harbour seemed empty apart from a 
dozen possible protest yachts and a convoy of about 
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ten naval and police vessels of formidable proportions. South Pacitic hospitality. And bchind the adaptable 

all making for the channel. The occasional runabout 

carrying gentdemen of the pres providad noisy 
distraction from the quiet beauty of the scene. 

The navy vessels continued out into the Gulf until sub. 

they were only specks on the horizon. Meanwhile the 

Peace Squadron assembled slowly outside the channel again as it approached the Peace Squadron, now 

under the watchful eye of the police aboard the Stella blockading the channel with some 100 boats and 

a 100 ft. vessel used for servicing lighthouses. It 

steamed past our craft and pleasantries were 

exchanged. "Nice day for it" "Yes, beautifulr" "Bet 
you're not getting paid for it." 

Crew on protest craft busied themselves fixing 
banners and flags. Several bodies could be seen 
climbing rigging. Someone in a dinghy asked for 

hammer and nails. Cotfee, sandwiches and salads were red, yellow and white balloons were released from one 

passed round. 

About 11.45 am. the radio announcei a spotter 

W'akato. stalkod the dreaded Pintado. Eight navy and 

police vessels fanned out from the frigate to form a 

waige and two navy helicopters hovered above the 

The awesome convoy seemed to increase spced yet 

presenting for the first time, a formidable 

appearance..." 

Both the speed of the approach and the presence of 

the helicopters were unexpected and decidedly 
ominous. No warning had been given to the protest 

fleet of these new tactics. 

As the convoy closed on the squadron, a group of 

protest vessel and an orange flare went up from 

another. John Simpson, boatbuilder, and Rex 

plane had sighted the sub and that at present speed it LeGrice, photographer, were in their 12ft. R class 

would not reach the protest fleet for another hour. 
Within minutes HMNZS Waikato could be clearly 

recognised. Waikato the same frigate sent into the 

Moruroa test zone in 1973 by the New Zealand 
government as a protest against French violation of 
the South Pacific nuclear free zone, now being used to helicopters which had been flying low on either side 

help U.S.S Pintado force her way through protest 
craft into Auckland harbour in a further violation of 

sailing dinghy in the forefront of the protest fleet, 

intending to confront the Pintado, sailing close 

alongside displaying their message, but avoiding any 
possible collision. However, as they reported 

afterwards, ."as the Waikato approached, the two 

of the Waikato's bows, moved off and with their 

downdraught started harrassing protest boats in our 

BEHIND THE ADAPTABLE "WAIKATO" STALKED THE DREADED "PINTADO" 

24 



"IF DEATH SHIP WANTS TO ENTER OUR HARBOUR IT MUST FORCE IS WAYN 

THE PRESENCE OF THE HELICOPTERS WAS UNEXFECTED AND DECIDEDLY OUNOLS 
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HELICOPTERS SINGLED OUT KEY BOATS, DROPPED ALMOST TO DECK LEVEL AND BLASTED THE SAILS WITH FULL FORCE 
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"LIKE A GALE FORCE WIND IT CAPSIZED OUR BOAT" 

propeller... suddenly we had a helicopter almost 
caught in our rigging and displaying a large grappling 
hook. We were concerned for those on the foredeck. 

vicinity. No sooner had we realised that this was 
happening - the Waikato at the moment being some 

200-300 metres ahead of us and moving fast - than 
one of the helicopters came in low towards us, 
seeming to be only a few metres above our mast and 
the force of its down-draught like a gale force gust 
capsized our boat. There is no question in our minds 
that this was anything but a deliberate intention. 
Capsized, we could only watch as the Waikato slid 
past us, putting her engines astern. .." 

What had caused the sudden stoppage of the 
Waikato? Geoff Chapple, writing in the "Listener", said, "According to the Navy, an R-class yacht had jibbed in front of its bows and tipped into the water. 
According to its public relations office, no helicopter was near the R-class vessel at the time. Photographs of the event show otherwise. They show a helicopter moving across the small yacht and the sail billowing in Rex Le Grice, drifting dangerously close between the the 40-knot downdraught as the yacht went down." 

Now the helicopters moved on attacking other craft of the way of the Waikato's propellor. in similar fashion. Les Church wrote, "The helicopters Singled out key boats, dropped almost to deck level and blasted the sails with the full force of their 

There was a sudden turbulence and a frantic wrestling 
with the helm and our steering coupling broke. Our 
sails were quickly released and we lay immobile..." 

The Waikato had given three blasts on the whistle. 
signalling full astern, with the Pintado following at 10 
knots about 150 metres astern. At this point she 
closed up to 50 metres of the Waikato's stern and 
went into reverse thrust also. For a moment it looked 
like a difficult situation, with the possibility ofa 
collision. 

But the Pintado skipper said later: "That wasn't a 

great concern, because the Waikato sheared off to 
starboard and I came alongside." 

It was of considerable concern to John Simpson and 

two warships, trying to right their boat and keep out 

"Then," they said, "The Waikato turned sharply to 
starboard, followed by the Pintado, moving away from 
us and we were able to right our boat, discovering 
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that the mainsail had been torn out of the boom track pillows." He strove to dig his paddle into the water. 

by the force of the helicopter downdraught." 
At about this time, Roy May, a 47-year old 

canoeing enthusiast found himself in the middle of the back. 

action. Not a member of the Peace Squadron, he told 

reporters later that he had gone out "under his own 

steam to make a private demonstration for a nuclear- down towards the end of the sub, where, "with a roar 

iree Pacific. "There are no heroics in me," he said, "I like two diesel engines" the propellor was thrashing 

just went out for a peaceful, passive paddle. I ended 

up fighting for my life. I intended to keep well out of stayed on reverse thrust. 

the way. There was clear water in front of me, but 

the Waikato must have changed direction. Suddenly I propellor, and only the tip of it stayed above water. 

was right in the middle of it. Then the helicopter was 

on top of me. I was completely powerless, pinned 
down, slumped over the front of the canoe. I couldn't I went into it, I wasn't going to bob up like that." 

even look up. I couldn't lift the paddle. In this type 

of canoe you have to keep moving the paddle to keep Swim away. "I felt the suction but I thought >'d 

it upright." 

May saw three of the six kayaks on the water 

overturned. To Geoff Chapple he described the 
helicopter blast as "like being beaten with 10,000 

"I got the blade up, and then it was torn from mny 

hands. It was attached by a rope but I couldn't get it 

About opposite the conning tower of the submarine, 

still with the helicopter above him, the canoe drifted 

the water into a boiling white mass as the Pintado 

May saw the canoe get within 15 feet of the 

"I had double flotation inside that canoe, and I 
knew if the screw was pulling it that far down, then if 

he drifted through the white water, trying furiously to 

cleared it. Then I looked back and it was coming 
towards me closer than ever. I was inside ten feet of 

it, and at that stage the suction was terrific. I'm a 

good swimmer, but I wasn't getting anywhere." 



THE SUBMARINES VISIT TRIGGERED A POWERFUL HUMAN RESPONSE" 

Then helping hands from a civilian boat hauled him the voice, and then he had the traditional telegraph. aboard. "I still had headway', he said, "and I was backing 
when I saw the swimmer. (May) I went ahead. You 

"I think he was ex-Navy. He had a big motor, and 
it was going full bore, and he was still having trouble must understand that even while backing you can go getting out of there." 

Geoff Chapple also spoke to Commander McDonald momentum - and, by doing that, I washed the of Pintado. 

ahead for a time without interfering with your basic 

He was watching this scene from his position on 
the top of the conning tower. From there he was 

firing orders down below on a P.A. system. If that 
failed he had a back-up phone which generated its 
own electricity from diaphragm movement caused by 

swimmer away from the prop. At the same time that I 
washed him into a small boat at the back, I was 

watching a woman with a baby in a small craft on my 
bow... 

"She looked frightened. She was holding that baby 
to her and I'll never forget the way she looked at me. 
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Al the primitive instincts were showing. We were like alive with boats of all shapes and sizes which were 
that for 30 seconds-30 years-who knows? It seemed a 

long time." 
Geoff Chapple went to Waiheke Islad to interview 

attempting to buzz or ram the Pintado. As the 
Chairman of the Auckland District Maori Council, 
Dr. Ranginui Walker later wrote in the "Listener", "I 

the couple who had taken the young child out right to took my boat out on the harbour with the Peace 
the very bow of the Pintado and whose action was 

condemned in the press from one end of the country 
to the other. Dave Wray (39) said that he acted 
independently of the Peace Squadron. It was his own 
protest in his own way. With Jill Drewery and their 

two-year old son they had set out from Waiheke that 
morning in a 12 ft. wooden dinghy with a 4% hp. 
Seagull motor on the back. 

Squadron to register my disapproval of the vist of the 
Pintado... I witnessed some incredible acts of 
seamanship... the charges of the little boats at the 
sinister black hull of the Pintado reminded me of 
angry bees defending a hive. Clearly for some people 
the submarine's visit triggered a powerful human 
response akin to the territorial imperative in the 
animal kingdom.. ." 

Chris Baker had taken his surfboard out and found "I keep out of politics," he said. "Tve been here for 
20 years, and Im proud to say Ive never voted. I 
turn wood,and fish for a living, but when I heard the 
sub was coming in, I was incensed. It was my 
personal act of conscience." 
"Tve got five kids. I want these waters to be safe for human being could do at that stage to stop it getting 

them. The Hauraki Gulf is their backyard. The son 
that I took out is called Leif Eriksson, after the 

Norwegian explorer, and he'll be a child of the water. 
We're always in boats, we know how to handle them, 
and he had a life jacket." 

"It was for him and all the kids coming up, that we 
want these waters to remain safe from the accidents 

himself right over the submerged section'of the 
Pintado's bow. He said, "I attempted to get right in 
front of the thing, to force it to stop. It is a piece of 
evil technology and this is the only thing an individual 

into a New Zealand port" 
Mr L.E. Brown of Hokitika, wrote a letter to the 

"Listener"- criticising Chris Baker for his actions. On 
April 22nd 1978 the "Listener" published replies from 
both Chris and his father. 

possible with nuclear power, and the nuclear weapons Pintado protest 

these things carry. It's their playground." 
"I said to Jill on the way out, If we get the chance, 

do we go right in?" And she said, yes. We thought 
that you must meet fire with fire." 

Wray got his chance and rammed Pintado 
deliberately, at a closing speed he estimates was four 
knots. 

Sir.-L. E. Brown (March 25) 
criticises me for paddling a surf-
board in front of the Pintado. 

T didn't want the Piniado to 
enter my home, and my written 

spoken and protests 
ignored, so whal could I do but 
put my fecl where my mouth 
was? I would like to see a Pacific 
Ocean free of nuclear killing 
machines and I would like the 

were 

"I assessed the situation, and it didn't feel 
dangerous. We went right up on his deck, and slewed 
off again and sat on the water. We got our 
opportunity to go in and we took it, and we'll do it 

organisers of visits such as that 
of the Pintado to know that they 
will have to drive over me to 

again." 

Jill took Lief in her arms as the collision 
approached. "He'd been sleeping in the forepeak, but 
he woke up with the noise of the helicopters. As we 
lay across the bows, I was yelling out to the skipper 
of the sub, 'Go home! We don't want you!" 

They drifted down beside the submarine. Then, said 
Jill, "All hell broke loose. The submarine took off at 
that stage, and that was the most scary and dangerous 
thing. There was a fantastic turbulence, and I lost my 
jacket overboard." 

The Waikato had seen a gap in the protest fleet, 
and went through it, with the Pintado following. 

There were many other incidents. The water was 

enter my house. 
Don Quixote endangered no-

body but himself by tilting at 
windmills; nor did I. However, 
weareall cndangered by he 
$330-billion-a-year global arms 
race and by the Neanderthals 
who direct the global 
machine. And when they do start 
chucking all those nuclear rocks 
at cach, other, L. E. Brown will 
be a lot safer in a country which 
has no alignment with any part 
of that war machine. 

war 

Chrle Bakor 

(Parnell) 

32 



read in a paper how our boys are treated in other 

countries because its a nuclear sub or ship... People 
like you are the first ones to cry for help when there's 
a war.... Think about it. If your sons were on that 

sub, how would you feel" 
From Veronica Mary Downey of Glenfield, 

Auckland came this prompt response: 
Editor, Auckland "Star. 
Dear Sir, 

In reply to Ruth Dorman Stroebel, Tucson, Arizona, 
U.S.A. This evening I sat at my table drinking tea, 
when I read your letter... Your reaction towards the 
protesters against the USS Pintado docking in New 
Zealand waters was a natural one, because of your son 
being one of its crew members. There are many 
parents in New Zealand whose sons and daughters 
have no protection against nuclear destruction. They 
and their country are at the mercy of the nuclear 
madness of America, Russia or any other country. 
The truth is that nuclear destruction has ... no 

To Mr L. E. Brown of 
Hokitika, writing on the Pintado 
prolest (March 25), I would very 
much like lo say I appreciate his 

clearly genuine concern for real 
pcoplc, rarc in this debate. 

am Chris Baker's father. His 
mother and 

his action too, taking those risks. 
In the same way my grandparents 
worried about my lathet joining 

up in World War I, and my pai-
ents woried about me in the 
RNZAF in World War II. I stil 
treasure a letter written to me by 
my mother between the timeI was 
oflicially posted missing over 
Europe, and the Red Cross telling 
her I was in prison camp. 

The point of all this? 
Real opposition that is more 

than the usual talk, to what Chris 
calls, "evil technology". Kiwis 
have a long history of the two fin-

gered deliance of foreign profes 
sional bullies, both military and 
political. For me it was a world 
free of Nazis, for Chris it is a nu-
clear weapon free Southern Hemi-
sphere. 

Of course l'm worried, but very 
proud too. Chris has joined a very 
cxclusive club. 

are worricd about 

respect for the limits men place on the world's seas. 
Once the power of nuclear destruction is unleashed, 
whether by accident or design, neither your son, nor 
my son, nor communist nor capitalist will have any 
say in where it should do its destroying. .. I thank 
God that people, world-wide, are making their feelings 
known on this score.. . If's later than you think, Ruth 
Dorman Stroebel. The political divisions of mankind 

B. C. Baker 

(Lower Hutt) 

After breaking through the peace flotilla, the Waikato have become obsolete in the face of the greater need 
and Pintado increased speed to about 15 knots and 
soon had most of the pursuing protest boats splayed 
out far behind them. From then on it was plain 
sailing for the submarine until it tried to berth. It 

for the earth and its people's survival." 
Headlines appeared far and wide across the world: 

In the London "Times" with a 4-column photograph 
"ARMADA OF SMALL CRAFT BLOCKS PATH headed into Ferguson wharf at about I p.m. and then OF NUCLEAR VESSEL". In the Sydney "Morning had to reverse and try to berth at Jellicoe wharf as 

planned. The second attempt was also unsuccessful 
when the vessel missed the wharf by about 20 metres. 

But on the third attempt the submarine came 

alongside Jellicoe wharf at 1.31 p.m. only a minute 
outside its scheduled arrival time. 

The protest was reported with headlines around the 

world. From Tucson, Arizona, Ruth Dorman Strobel 

wrote to the Editor of the "Auckland Star".. "This 
morning I sat at my table, drinking coffee, when I 
saw a news story of how your people reacted to the 

U.S.S. Pintado docking there.... Well, I have a son 
aboard the Pintado. I want you to know I'm very 
proud of my son and the sub he is on, also proud of 
the fact that the United States has people who were 

tar-sighted enough to build an atomic sub, to help 
keep people like you safe from Commies, just by 
patrolling the seas... But it doesn't make a mother, 
1ather, wife, sister or brother very happy when they 

Herald" with a 6-column photograph "U.S. 
NUCLEAR SUBMARINE RUNS GAUNTLET OF 
PROTEST". and in the "Mainichi Daily News" of 
Tokyo "KIWIS TAKE ON NUCLEAR SUB". This 
latter headline was probably read by the Operational 
Commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet who was in 
Japan at that time. Immediately on stepping ashore in 
Auckland, Commander McDonald of the Pintado 
telephoned him and told him of the dangerous entry. 
It was the first such protest the 36-year old captain 
had encountered in his naval career. As Geoff Chapple 
commented in the "Listener", by making New 
Zealand ports a trouble spot for nuclear craft, the 
protesters were, in a way, conversing directly with the 
United States Navy command, over the head of the 
New Zealand government. 
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felt that being inside harbour limits would make no 

powerful and ruthless segment of the population 

against the less powerful, whether the less powerful be ditcrence, in legal ters. It there were any arrests, 

a minority or (as we believe to be the case in the 

present) an actual majority. 

Te Whiti o Rongomai, Gandhi. Martin Luther 

King, Jesus, and many other great pioneers of law 

and justice, all practised responsible civil disvbodicnr 

of a non-violent nature. They did it to bring into 

existence a better justice and a more just torm of law 

they would pnvbably >e made under the Police 

Otfenoes Act, as previously. 

After intense dcbate those present rejected any 

oftening of Squadron policy ofa complete blockade 

of the inovming vessel, despite the realisation that the 

olie and armod fones would probably be ordercd to 

intensify their already dangerous and intimidating 

esponse to protest cralt and protestors. The mecting 

doridad that this time they would bring the blockade 

well within the harbour and in full view of the inner 

city and maritime suburbs. This might reduce the 

possibility of the authorities deciding on a high-speed 

charge and the dangerous use of helicopters to capsize 

small protesting vessels with their downdraft. 

The meeting also rejected the manipulation which 

permitted the authorities to make "law to order" and 

thus frustrate the non-violent protest of ordinary 

and order. 

As we see it, it is unjust for a foreign great ower 

assisted by the New Zealand political leadership, to 

torce an entry for a dangervus veel inside New 

Zealand's and Auckland's very front door. This is 

being done against the wishes and without adaquate 

consulation with, vast numbers of New Zealand 

citizens. The reasons given have been shown to be 

entirely inadequate (rest and recreation) or factually 

false (required by ANZUS treaty)." 

The next day it was announcad that major 

extensions to the Auckland Harbour Boari limits were 

to be gazetted prior to the arival of the Haddo. The 

new limits would run from Rakino Island to Long 

Bay. This was clearly a major move by the authorities 

to prevent effective protest. If the Peace Squadron 

were to picket the new limits they would have to 

cover about 14 kilometers of sea, compared with the 

three kilometer entrance between Rangitoto Beacon 

and the North Shore. 

citizens. 

As the date of the visit drew nearer, the New 

Zealand peace movement was gaining impressive 

national and international support. The Leader of the 

Opposition, Hon. W Rowling condemned the visit, 

saying that the National Government was "willing to 

make New Zealand a door mat for the larger powers 

.. 
New Zealand should not be sucked into their war 

games." He said that the Labour Party remained 

committed to the concept of a nuclear weapon free 

Pacific. "This region is the last remaining opportunity 
On previous occasions Peace Squadron strategy had 

been largely based on stopping the nuclear vessels just to take a stand against the escalation of the arms 

outside harbour limits, where the larger vessels had to race." 

give way to protest craft under International Collision 

Regulations. Inside the harbour limits all small craft 

are required to keep out of the way of larger craft, 

according to General Harbour Regulations. 
It now was clearly necessary to look hard at these 

tactics again, and so a full meeting of the Squadron 

was called at the University Maclauren Chapel Hall on President personally responsible for any inury to New 

Monday, January 8th 1979. 

Over a hundred boat owners were present, about 

twice as many as for corresponding meetings for 

previous visits. After an introduction by the convenor, 

Rev. George Armstrong, discussion soon moved to the 

salient point, the extension of harbour limits, and how 

this manipulation of the law would affect Squadron 

tactics. A prominent Auckland solicitor, Barry 
Littlewood explained that none of the previous arrests 
had been made under the Collision Regulations, 
largely because most of the police didn't know the 
regulations and both the US and New Zealand Navies 
had themselves broken the rules. Since breach of the 

Labour Member of Parliament and former Minster of 

Maori Affairs, Hon. Matiu Rata (who had several 

years earlier sailed on a protest yacht to the French 

nuclear testing grounds at Moruroa atoll) announced 

that he had sent a telegram to President Carter 

condemning the Haddo's visit and holding the 

Zealanders during the submarine's visit. 

From Australia came messages of support from 

Greenpeace, Congress for International Co-operation 
and Disarmament and several other organisations, 

from Japan, Gensuikyo-Japan Council Against Atom 

and Hydrogen Bombs, from Fiji, the Pacific Peoples' 
Action Front (Madhavan) and the Fiji Student 
Christian Movement and from USA, the Clamshell 

Alliance, American Friends Service Committee, War 

Resistors League, Mobilisation for Survival, 

Fellowship for Reconciliation and over 20 other 

national organisations sent cables of support to the 

Peace Squadron alone. Other New Zealand peace 

organisations received numerous other messages irom Harbour Regulations is not an arrestable offence, he 

36 



7ER 
ANCE 

KAYAKS APPROACH THE BOW OF "HADDO" 

abroad, giving the distinct impression that in Auckland this week" said Peace Squadron considerable world attention was beginning to focus on spokesperson George Armstrong, speaking in support 
of the injunction. He pointed out that Commodore 
Saull, the Auckland Navy Commander, had refused to 
assure the public that helicopters would not be used 
again to create dangerous chaos in the path of the 

incoming nuclear submarine. The Peace Squadron 
would regard the repetition of the Navy's irresponsible 
tactics as even more dangerous this time since there 
would be more protest boats and more restricted 

New Zealand's striking stand against the nuclear 
threat. 

Meanwhile an impressive coalition of Auckland 
peace groups had taken up the legal question of the 
apparent violation of the New Zealand Code for 
Nuclear Powered shipping arising from the proposed 
method of harbour entry by the Haddo. Peace 
Squadron, Friends of the Earth, NZ Foundation for 
Peace Studies, CND, Greenpeace, and the Auckland 
Branch of the United Nations Association prepared a 

Joint application seeking a Supreme Court injunction 
to prevent the berthing of the nuclear submarine in 
the port of Auckland. 

"The Government will violate its own Nuclear 

waters 
"But, even an orthodox entry without a protest fleet 

would be dangerous because important provisions of 
the Nuclear Shipping Code have not been followed. 
For example the Code clearly requires a towing escort 
vessel for a submarine as a safety precaution. The Shipping Code if it persists in berthing the Uss Haddo Harbourmaster assured us such a vessel would escort 
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THE BARRIER OF POLCE AND NAVAL BOATS WAS SOON HEAVILY INFILITRATED 

the submarine but Commodore Saull has said publicly 

that the submarine is not rigged for towing. They 

can't both be right, and this gives the impression of 

uncertainty, incompetence and division of command 

which could well endanger both protesters and 

Police." 

in discussions with the Squadron, admitted he did not 

know of any such anchorage. 
"We have a totally realistic concern that when the 

commander of the Haddo is faced with a massive 

The Peace Squadron also noted that an alternative 

anchorage at a safe distance must also be provided 

under the terms of the Code. Yet the Harbourmaster, 

protest fleet he will decide to stop and then he will 

find none of the safety measures in force. We will 

then have a drifting nuclear submarine, which isS 

unmanoeuvrable at low speeds, unable to be towed 

and with no safe anchorage to be towed to." 
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"Such a situation calls in doubt the concern the 
authoritics have for their own personnel let alone the 

protestors and other ordinary Aucklandcrs," he said. 
in the evcnt, because of legal uncertainties, the 

application was never filed. 

19th January 1979. The day scheduled for the 
arrival of USS Haddo at the port of Auckland. Peace 
Squadron had arranged for the protest fleet to 
rendezvous well within the new harbour limits, off 
North Head where the Waitemata Harbour opens out 
into the broad Hauraki Gulf. At first light protest 
craft of all kinds were being slipped into the water or 
being made ready to sail at dozens of points around 

the Harbour and on islands in the Gulf. A light 
drizzle was falling and the weather looked uncertain, 
but by the time the first boats had gathered at North 

Head, the sun was shining and the sea calm. 
Then, with only a few protest boats at the 

rendezvous, a huge police flotilla of motor boats and 
fast runabouts enlisted from private owners for the 
occasion came speeding past heading out to sea to 
meet the Haddo. They were accompanied by two 

helicopters. 
Among the first protest boats to assemble was the 

32-foot trimaran Waipati from Waiheke Island which 
had brought along 4 dinghies, one of which was 
manned by Bernard Rhodes, ex-skipper of the famous 
protest boat Fi. Soon more were gathering from all 

quarters, including an old scow from the Great Barrier Waikato in the open ocean northeast of Auckland. run, assorted yachts, dinghies, rowboats and canoes. 
As the protest flotilla became thicker a second wave of backed up by the Royal N.Z. Air Force. Then at 9.40 police boats arrived, including the launch Deodar 
which began moving through the protest boats giving lighthouse and Rakino Island, 8 miles out in the Gulf. loud-hailer warnings to stay away from the submarine Commander Ian Hunter of Waikato in full ceremonial when it came or face the consequences. Other police boats began wedging themselves 
between groups of boats in an apparent tactic to break discuss the plans for the entry into port. up the protest fleet. Incidents were frequent. One of the most spectacular involved two fibreglass police runabouts both of which were approaching a 

protester's boat at considerable speed but unable to 
see each other. Just ahead of the bow the police boats the gap berween the fnigate and the submarine. collided with such impact that one began to sink and 
was assisted by those in the protest vessel. 

A special target was the big red trimaran Phoenix, well-known veteran of earlier nuclear visits. Amid shouts and catcalls from surrounding boats, police illegally boarded and anchored her, effectively preventing any further participation in the protest. Not so for her skipper, however, for Gary Moulton took his surfboard and rejoined the protest flotilla. There were numerous other tiny craft there. In a 

kayak was Terry Bell. Ever since the Long Beach 
protest he had considered that kayaks, as used by the Quakers in the American protests, were potentially a 
nore efficient means of blockading - being highly manceuverable and very difficult to stop or get out of the water. He reckoned it might be possible to ride the bow wave of the submarine onto its "deck" with the object of paint-bombing the conning tower. 

Terry had been up early that morning but was 
running late as he launched his kayak and found that he had left at home "that damned life-jacket Barbara had made me promise to wear and his swimming trunks. Nevertheless he stripped to his red 
underpants, got into the kayak and paddled the 
kilometer or so around the coast to North Head to 
join the protest fleet. 

Meanwhile over on the south shore of the Harbour 
at Mission Bay a comic spectacle was attracting 
spectators. Some twenty protesters were attempting to 
launch their huge raft when a large body of police 
began to attempt to prevent it from entering the 
water. The incoming tide was assisting the launching as the very damp policemen conducted an undignified tug-of-war with it to the delight of onlookers and 
press photographers. A tow truck finally brought the 
vessel to shore. 

Earlier, in the middle of the night, thç death 
submarine had rendezvoused with the navy frigate 
The two ships spent several hours in manoeuvers, 

am. The Haddo surfaced, midway bertween Tiritiri 

regalia, complete with sword, flew over in a Wasp helicopter to pay his respects to the commander and 

Bearing in mind that the last time the Waikato had escorted a nuclear submarine into Auckland they had been so close that they had almost collided at one 
critical point - it had been decided this time to widen 

Back on the Waikato, Commander Hunter conferred with Deputy Assistant Commissioner of Police Sykes who had been given a makeshift command post above the Waikato's flight deck. Then Haddo and its escort moved off, soon to be joined by the twenty or more 
police boats and the navy patrol boats Pukaki and 
Taupo. 
About 11.45 am. a few kilometres from North Head 
numerous other small but speedy craft, mingled with the convoy. Some were there to welcome but many 
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others were protesters but they were not easily 

distinguishable from the police escorts and so cruised 

safely alongside for the last few kilometres. Thus the 

two-ring barrier of police and navy boats designed to 

keep protest vessels out of the Haddo's path was soon 

heavily infiltrated. Rounding North Head they were 

confronted by about 200 boats (protesters, police and 

"welcomers") pressed together on the channel and 

others strung across the harbour from North Head to 

Bastion Point. 

The protest fleet allowed the Waikato to find its 

way relatively easily through the massed boats, but 

then many of the large police flotilla appeared to get 

too far ahead of the submarine also. Now the small 

203 
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cONFUSED MASS OF POLICE AND PROTESTERS AROUND BOW OF "HADDO" 
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boat blockade was perfectly placed on the line the 
submarine had to take once it had entered the 
harbour. A smokebomb was let off, and as one Navy 
man told a press reporter "They threw themselves at 
the Haddo like a waterborne rugby-scrum". Another 
observer said that what followed was "fifteen minutes 
of pure hell'. 

A crush of small boats lay directly in the Haddo's 
path. Many were swept into its bow waves and others stage and all I remember - I'll never forget it - was scraped along the sides. The submarine was forced to 
cut its speed back to about 5 knots as policemen 
threw grappling hooks on to boats and towed them 
aside. But confusion was increased as other vessels 
took avoiding action as the grappling lines pulled 
boats together. It seemed at one stage as if the Haddo 
would be held up indefinitely as the big police team 

Kayak fan Terry Bell said, . ." When the Haddo broke through the main blockade at the channel entrance I made my run across her course and -thinking of possible legal consequences - then heeded the order of a police boat (they were on my port sidde and obviously couldn't see that I was already over) to "go back to Devonport". That of course took me right across the Haddo's bows. The sub was moving at the 

that the bow. wave was a hell of a lot bigger than had ever imagined. Couldn't have pulled out then even if I had wanted to and took it at 4S deg. from the Haddo's port. 
It was all over in a flash. One moment I was shooting up the bow wave and the next - crunch. I found myself wedged between the hull of the Haddo and a speedboat which was held in against the hull 

worked to clear the channel. 

There were so many boats in there that small vessels while two people in the stern pitched paint bombs at such as kayaks could weave in and out of the swells. 
On his surfboard Gary Moulton was chased by the 
Deodar and knocked off by its wake. He hung on to 
the board and was nearly sucked into the Deodar's 
propellors, but the buoyancy of his surfboard saved 
him. Another protester in a kayak rode up the 
submarine's bow wave and then spreadeagled himself 
on the bow. Gradually he was dragged along the side 
until it seemed he would be sucked down into the 
propeller wash, but at the last moment he managed to guy from the boat stretched out his hand. I thought push himself clear. 

By now a number of capsized sailing dinghies, 
kayaks, surfboards and even swimmers streamed down with him, jumped into the speedboat, which roared the sides of the submarine, many coming near the 
deadly, barely submerged 20 ft. propeller. But the 
slow speed of the Haddo (5 knots compared with the 
Pintado's 12 knots) meant far less propeller suction. 
One capsized dinghy skipper was able to watch his 
pennant being steadily chewed up by the slowly 
turning blades. 

One young canoeist said "It was me and the Haddo. 
I back-paddled to give the sub lots of time to see me. 
The skipper must have, as I could see him clearly 
now and what a flat face. Not a movement came from 
the sub in that hundred metres - he went straight at 
me... Then it was all on. The bow wave hit me, 
pushed me off centre and then over the side of the 
bow, slammed me nose first into the side of the 

the conning tower. I had my paddles up and someone grabbed them and put them in the boat. The Haddo, I think, must have stopped again at that stage, because everything was quite steady although - creak-crunch - it sounded as if the kayak was about to be crushed between the speedboat and the sub. I stood up, one foot in the kayak, the other 
on the Haddo, holding on, I think, to the speedboar's windscreen, and unsure of which way to go when a 

he was going to help me into the boat but he took off and leaped onto the submarine. So I changed places 
off with what looked like half the police squadron in 
hot pursuit..." 

The man who had leaped on to the submarine was 
Stephen Sherie, a 27 year old labourer from Waiuku, 
a country town some 40 miles from Auckland. He 
threw his arms in the air ecstatically and ran up the 
black steel deck shouting defiantly. The police claimed 
that he called to the submarine captain, "Turn the 
bloody thing round". He thrilled the protesters 
beyond belief, and beyond them, the nation, because 
the media could not miss this most spectacular of 
actions. Their admiration shone through as they 
described it... 
"Like Zorba the Greek he began a dance, half of 
defiance, half of joy on the very nose of the incoming 
sub.. sub... 

ne captain of the Haddo made no attempt at all to "The image was a powerful one 
alter course. He ploughed straight over us and 

the lone figure in 
his life jacket, arms raised in anger on the back of this 

vOusly did not care what happened to those people strange sea creature with the hills of Auckland 
in front of him..." harbour behind". 
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"ECSTATIC, DEFIANT, LIKE ZORBA THE GREEK" 
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43 KAYAK OVERTURNS AS PAINT BOMBS FLY AND STEPHEN SHERIE LEAPS ABOARD THE YELLOW SUBMARINE. 



nLIpr 

THE LONE FIGURE IN HIS UFE JACKET ON 

THE BACK OF THIS STRANCE SEA CREATURE 

WITH THE HLLS OF AUCKLAND HARBOUR 

BEHIND 
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POLICE 

THEN THE HATCH OPENED AND A MINI-MASS OF SUBMARINERS WENT FORWARD AND AFTER EXCHANGING VIEWS, LED THE MOMENTARY HERO BELOW" 

Even the ranks of Tuscany could scarce forbear a 

cheer. Journalist Alex Veysey of the "Sunday Times" glory while all about him cockleshell craft dipped and 

was well-known for his lack of sympathy with 

protestors but on this occasion he awarded them "a 

converted try "... ." because they achieved what in 

the most traditional of seafaring combat tactics was 
always worth a few points. They boarded the enemy. exchanging views, led the momentary hero below.. 

Out of the total confusion of the protesters' galvanic 
mass thrust at Haddo there emerged an unheroic-

looking hero. He leaped-it seemed from the sea itself WELCOME FORA YELLOW SUBMARINE". 

- on to the bow and there, bespectacled and slightly Returning to Terry Bell's account, .. We doagea 
slack-looking, he held his arms aloft. Then he sat 

down and hung on. He had some minutes of this 

overturned, were run over, were shoved, tossed, 

pulled and towed in a hopeless convulsion of activity. 

Then the hatch behind the turret opened and a 

mini-mass of submariners went forward and, after 
99 

The "Auckland Star" carried a huge front-page photo 
and banner headline, "BOARDED - HOT 

round the Waiheke Ferry (the Press boat, I think) and 
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lost the cops. Then the lunatic driver turned round 

and I recognised him - a grinning, toothless, Pat 
Mc Ecstasy. What a way? what better way? to port) reaching out to grab my hand. It was only three 

The crew saw what was happening and several of 
them were leaning over the side (she was heeling to 

mect Pat on that day? He introduced me to Philin 

Sherie and the threc of us, clated at having so 

successfully dodged the posse, decided to make 

another run at the Haddo. So we did. Only this time 

there were police boats everywhere. They were 

obviously determined to stop us, apparently even by 

ramming. But we got to the Haddo, unloaded the 
remaining eggs filled with yellow paint, gave a yell to minutes. It was so quick that the police made me sit 

Stephen, and took off. 

Pat is a brilliant driver. How he dodged some of 
those police boats was incredible. But then one of 

them came straight for us. Pat swung, there was a 

crunch, then - nothing. We had stopped dead 

although the boat that had been heading for us had 

already screamed away past our stern. That's when I 
looked down over the side and saw blue shirts! We 

were sittingg right on top of a police boat and the crew and berthed at Jellicoe Wharf, in the heart of 
were pushing, trying to lift us off. 

Now another police boat drifted in toward us. Philip 

jumped over the side and while the police reached 

over to get him out of the water I dived under their 

bow and started swimming like hell for Devonport. (I Armstrong invited the crew for a chat and 
really didn't want to be late for work) One of the big refreshments with members of the protest leet. 
Peace Squadron yachts was ploughing up on my right. 

swimming strokes and I swear I would have made it. 
But then the straps on the bottom of my lifejacket 
came loose and the damned thing flapped up in mny 
face. By the time ld wrestled it back down again, the 
yacht was long gone. A police launch was in its place and I was told to come aboard... 

The whole business was over in a matter of 

down on the floor of the boat while they resumed the 
chase of the by then fleeing Pat McQuarrie." 

With the submarine moving only at walking pace, it 
seemed that it would be held up indefinitely. As fast 
as the big police team working to clear the channel 
pushed or towed protest boats away they quickly 
reformed and many moved back in the path. But 
eventually the Haddo nosed through, increased speed 

downtown Auckland. 
Then Commander Mims was presented with a copPy 

of The Peace Squadron's 9 page report on the purpose 
of the blockade. In a covering letter, George 

"WA 

PAT MURRAY MeQUARRIE 
Born Bluff, N.Z. 1922. Went to school in Dunedin. Joined R.N.Z.A.F 

1940. Posted to Levin and Taieri, flying Tiger Moths 1941; Further training 
in Calgary, Canada, flying twin engined Cessna Cranes 1942, Instructor 
in Canada 1943: flew Hurricanes in Britain and Spitfires in India and Burma. 
Mentioned in Dispatches and 1946 New Years Honours list. He is pictured 
above being congratulated by Lord Louis Mountbatten the day after he 
shot down four Japanese aircraft. 

Worked as herd tester, went deer shooting, and worked on sheep and 
dairy farms in North and South Island. In 1948 bought a dairy farm near 
Waiuku. Played Rugby for Waiuku and represented South Auckland. 
Coached many rugby teams in area. 1964-66. Pilot for Basutoland Flying 
Doctor service in Southern Africa, servicing six mountain clinics. Frequent 
visits to Republic of South Africa where he learnt the horrors of apartheid 
at first hand. Worked with Save the Children Fund in Lesotho (then 

Basutoland). 1966 returned to farm in Waiuku area. 

1976 Flour bombed South African softball team at Prince Edward Park. 

Papakura. 
1981 Took Cessna aircraft from Taupo airport and headed for 

Hamilton. This action was cited by Police Commissioner Walton as an 
important factor in causing the cancellation of Springbok-Waikato game. 47 



After Haddo 

T The forum where these expressions of concern was 
best articulated about that time was the Labour Party 

HE ACTION against the Haddo was the climax 
of the formative phase of the Peace Squadron. 

For whatever reason,* there now came a considerable conference, held in Wellington in May 1982. 

period during which there were no visits of nuclear 
powered wvarships to the port of Auckland. But the 
military build-up from the new Reagan adminstration had before it a resolution proposing unilateral 
in America signalled much more intense naval activity withdrawal from all military alliances with nations 
in the Pacif+c and the ripples soon became visible in 
New Zealand. Within months. President Reagan had Rowling and Deputy Leader David Lange both called 
appointed his friend and confidante, 64-year old H. 
Monroe Browne as Ambassador to New Zealand, who against withdrawal until the party's view that it could 

was soon speaking out on the "nead" for visits. 

"If the United States is going to play the role that 
seems to be expected of us, we are going to have to 

have ships in the Pacific. We have got to feel that 
they are going to be welcomed by our friends and 
allies. Certainly that is the case in New Zealand 
because the Government has made it very clear that 
our vessels are welcome... The Government has 

Although defeated at the polls six months earlier, 

the party elearly represented about half the voters. It 

which have nuclear weapons. Party Leader Bill 

for a review of the ANZUS treaty, but cautioned 

accomodate a nuclear weapon-free zone had been 

tested. David Lange asserted that such a zone would 
be established by a Labour Government "with or 
without ANZUS", but asked the conference to put its 
confidence in the leadership over the question. 
However most delegates took the view of Richard 
Northey that ANZUS represented "a nuclear magnet 
that would attract a devastating nuclear hail" and the 

encouraged us, the miltary has encouraged us, and the resolution was passed by an overwhelming majority 
bulk of the people I visit with are deeply appreciative 
of what the United States is doing..." 

He even hinted at a more serious purpose than just 
the usually quoted "rest and recreation" behind the 

visits. "We want these ships to be on regular, 
scheduled business trips. They are not just out 

After the debate the American Embassy made a 
statement which was an obvious reference to the 
Labour Party vote. "Our reading of the New Zealand 
electorate gives them a lot more credit than some 
people apparently do for their understanding of global 
issues and their sophistication about things nuclear... 

showing flags. This is serious business we are about." The U.S.S. Truxton (which was scheduled to berth in 
Wellington shortly) was welcomed by a large majority 

that many New Zealanders were concerned about such of New Zealanders two years ago.. We have no 
visits. I do not see that in substance of numbers," he reason to believe that New Zealand's hospitality and 

To an interviewer, he brushed aside the suggestion 

said. He said that he had not taken a pulse on public common sense have declined since then." 

reaction to the warship visits, "nor will I... I am well 
aware there has been, among some, expressions of 
disapproval. I have got to think these are people who 

Opposition Leader Bill Rowling retorted, "That 
really is offensive. It is arrogance for people from 
another country to tell New Zealanders they know 

do not understand, or want to understand, the facts as more about their country than New Zealanders. They 
seem to confuse totally that New Zealanders are a 

hospitable people and New Zealanders can perceive 
the difference between servicemen, who do the job 
they are told, and politicians, who make the 

we are facing them." 

In January 1985, Mrs Anne Martindell, who was 
appointed US Ambassador to New Zealand by 
President Carter and served from August 1979 to May 
1981, stated that she banned visits by nuclear-armed 

warships to New Zealand during that tume. "I decided 
some 4% years after the Haddo. During this long that it was just really not in the best interests of the 

United States to take that risk.. . it was really up to 

me to make the decision, so I made it." 

decisions." 
However it was not until August 1983 that 

Auckland was faced with another nuclear ship visit, 

spell there had been little organised activity by the 
Peace Squadron as such. Nevertheless, many strong8 bonds had been established among yachtsmen and 
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.lars who had come together to Jace the death ships, work with them, a "French - polisher" whose silken 
enrally these fricndships were being maintained hands belied the claim, and who left in disgust when 
in small groups. 

One such affinity group was based in Cox's Bay, off 
the suburb of Westmere, where Jimmy Keogh and 
several fricnds had their craft moored. Jim is a 
aenter, an Australian who came to New Zealand in Pukaki and Hawea, turning into the Tiri Channel at 
1957 and says now that he will never leave. A member 15 knots. They met the first protestors near "A" Buoy 

he was repeatedly put on menial errands. On the morning of August 2nd 1983 the USS Texas entered the Hauraki Gulf at 7.50 a.m. with its escorts, Her Majesty's New Zealand Ships, Canterbury, 
of the Squadron from the very beginning, he had 
sailed against the Long Beach, the Pintado and 

the Haddo, During the early eighties, with several 

Peace Squadron mates he tormed the A.F.W. (Artusts side and police on two Zodiacs came at her with and Fellow-Workers" but also known as "Arty-Farty 
Wankers") and they raced their yachts together. When minutes. As the police towed her away, her skipper the call came they were ready as a nucleus for the re Dave Wray (the same who had stopped the Pintado) mobilisation of the Squadron. George Armstrong was 
no longer available as Spokeperson and Jimmy seems lines. Together with his crewman Phil Wallace, he to have slipped into the role. He says he was quite 
surprised when the media pounced on him as the 

arrival date for the nuclear-cruiser Texas approached, vessels and was the biggest the Squadron had ever but he has been Squadron spokesperson ever since. 
He tells now of three weeks of "craziness' in the 

Keogh household as the visit drew near. After so long jam the narrowest part of the harbour entrance, but a the telephone-tree was in a mess people had died or number of craft (led, Jim believes, by the decoys) changed address, and a group of volunteers worked 
for three days and nights to get it together again and 
on to the computer. He tells of the suspected Secunty behind in the open water but there was still the solid 
Intelligence Service mole who tried to infiltrate and 

in the Rangitoto Channel and here the 7-metre dory Mahatma Gandhi attempted to ram the Texas, with considerable success. As she bounced off the curiser's 

grappling hooks, the Texas was forced to stop for four 

crawled out on to the bowsprit and tried to cut their 

was arrested for obstruction. 
The protest fleet that morning numbered over 100 

brought togther, but Jim Keogh believes that it was 
infiltrated by police decoy vessels. The plan was to 

went charging out towards "A'" Buoy, so diffusing the 
blockade. The fast-moving Texas soon left them 

core of Squadron vessels which put on a spectacular 
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roi coss and the letter R. They fclt this was 
noessary as nearly all those protesters, who in show for the thousand protesters massed on North 

Head. Orange flares were set otf in the water. and 

anti-nuclear banners. balloons and kites wer raisoi. A prvous actons had fallen into the hande 

metre powerboat with threr men aboani doigai in 

and out of the police cordon. throwing vellow puint 

bombs at the cruiser. Four splatterni aenass the stern 

before police closed in, but the runabout managai to 

escape. Several boats were deploving the Squadvn's 

secret weapon, "Quaker Bombs" - spheres of 

polystyrene a metre seros, sprayai gny to look like 

mines, some with smoking ber bombs tastenai to 

them. 

police reue vesscls, later tound themsclves facing charo 
Res. 

The Roi Cross threatened to take the Squadron to 
ourt for "misuse" ot their internationally-recognise 
symbol. Jim Koogh wrote in reply "... the Peace 
Souadnon is a non-authoritaran organisation dedicated 
to averting a world situation which not cven the Red 
Cnuss would be able to allevate. The matter ended 
there. 

Just 3 months later on 9th November 1983, the 

6000 tonne nuclear submarine Phoenix came into port. The captain of the Texss ntai the protest the 

yterian biggest he had ever scen. "but we exprtai it." When T his tme the protest began quietly when Prech 

the vessel berthei, thousands of potesters manheai 

through the inner city, where Quay St. was blorkad 

off for about 30 minutes. Twv thousani students 

Minister Rev. Rinny \Vestra and Methodist Rev, 
Gavin Sharp blessed a handful of vessels on the water 
at 7 a.m. Mr. Sharp read Deuteronomy, Chap 30. 
Verse 19. "Choose life that you and your descendents 
may live." Mr. Westra called the Phoenix "part of 
the system of nuclear death which threatens life on 

marched down trom the Univenty and a great man 

schoolchildren had taken the day off to join in. 
Demonstrations contünuai all day and into the night. 

A huge C.N.D. symbol was et up on Mt. Hobson by our planet." 

neighbourhooi peace goups and it was clearly visible 

from the Texas. 

An interesting aftermath to the day's activities was 

the angry reaction from the New Zealand Red Cross, 

to the Squadron's action in detailing several of their 

craft to act as rescue vessels, and marking these with a terminal and the ferry wharf at Devonport, to block 

Jim Keogh says the demonstration against the 
Phoenix, although smaller in numbers, was "the 
tightest, strongest demonstration we've had." The 
Squadron waited right in the inner harbour for the 
submarine, and formed a line between the container 

its passage. Lieutenant - Commander Derek Swan, 
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DAVE WRAY AND PHIL WALLACE IN "MAHATMA GANDHI" SUCCESSFULLY OBSTRUCTED "TENAS", FORCING IT TO STOP 
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The Phoxnix was torred to stop twice, and reverse making his fourth nuclear escort trip aboani RNZNS 
Hawea said the demonstration had been different from once, while the polhce battled with the protest teet 

previous ones. "They left it very late, then it all 

happened. There were some very dangervus acts out 

there to-day." 

Jim Keogh was on the 8-metre yacht Ajax. "We 

sailed right into the channel," jibing downwind, zig 

zagging along the run-line of the course of the 
Phoenix. We went straight at it, and were so close we powered aireraft-carrier, HMS Invincible, which had 

could have jumped on Board. Police got grapples on 

us and came on board, and began towing us avway 
with two Zodiacs. But they couldn't find the tiller - I and police escort outnumbered the 40 protest vessels. 

was sitting on it, and had the rudder athwartships, 
which made towing very dificult. They were actually 

towing us right down the side of the sub. Then when "They followed us everywhere. 
the sub's vertical control vane, above the propellor, 
was getting very close, the boarding party scuttled off, the effect of serving notice that the objective was to 

casting us free. We were able to come round from the oppose visits by all nuclear vessels, not just those 

other side across the bow of the sub again. Again we 

were boarded by the police, and this time they found 

the tiller and steered us away." 

which swarmed about her. As she finally moved 
slowy to her anehorage, two boats managed to throw 
a 60-mete tishing net across her bow. 

Again, thousands of Aucklanders demonstrated 
against the visit in downtown street marches. 

Three weeks later, the 19,500 tonne nuclear-

taken part in the Falklands War, had to dodge a small 
protest fleet as she sailed into Auckland. Her naval 

and she did not reduce speed but skirted round them. 
As the skipper of one of them, Greenpeace Ill said, 

it was like having 
your own personal nanny." The protest, however, had 

from the United States. 
Some time earler, the Auckland City Council had 
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ioincd the growing number of local bodies in New 
Zealand which have declared their areas to be 
Nuclear-Frec Zones" This brought about some 
anomaly when put against the traditional policy of 
giving a civic welcome to visiting warships. Since it 

was the government, not the city, which made the 

decision to invite the nuclear vessels, it was decided to As each visit took place, responsible Peace Squadron meet the situation by continuing with the welcome, 
but at the same time drawing the attention of the 
vistors to the city's nuclear-free status. In the case of protesters and counterviolence on the part of the 
the Invincible, however, things did not go smoothly. authorities. It seemed to be only a matter of time Mayor Cath Tizard, a strong supporter of the city's 
nuclear-free resolution had a previous engagement, 
and her place at the welcome was taken by Deputy-

Mayor Strevens, who had voted against the resolution. effectiveness of the protests. As a result, the March In this speech of welcome he eulogised the nuclear 
deterrant, and later received a stinging public rebuke for the visit of the Queenfish announced two 
from the Mayor. 

It was not long before it was announced that yet 
another nuclear-propelled warship would soon visit 
Auckland, the American submarine, Queenfísh. This protest but not too close. Each skipper can chart his 
would be he fourth such visit in 8 months. Clearly 
there was some reason for the Americans, with the 

support of the Muldoon adminstration, to be pressing were invited to phone in suggestions for "prestige the issue so firmly. The New Zealand peace 
movement believed that the country was being 
softened up and that the next move could be a request Squadron, your Navy and Police at work during for basing facilities for the new giant Trident 
submarines, perhaps in the Bay of Islands or at Great 
Barrier. Perhaps, though, it was just a "de facto" 
tightening up of the ANZUS treaty, which in its 
explicit wording has little meaning in terms of 
commitments between the partners, and certainly no part, showing the broad base of Squadron support. 
mention of things nuclear. 

Before each visit it was usual for some sort of 

arguments, but in the discussion they agreed that any police officers who harassed or boarded protest craft would be clearly indentifiable as such, by orange jerkins bearing the word POLICE. Also they would 
no longer carry a particularly dangerous type of knife which they had previously used for cutting halyards. 
officials were becoming increasingly concerned at the 
increasing level of heroics on the part of a number of 

before serious injury or deaths occurred. Pat Hanly and a small group were asked to work on a proposal 
to try to calm things down without diminishing the 

1984 issue of the Squadron Newsletter detailing plans 

innovations. Firstly "as a way of increasing the 
number of boats and people on harbour protest 
"peripheral boats" are encouraged to sail near the 

own course. Please dress your boat up with banners 
and black plastic pennants." In addition, members 

crew leading citizens who would be invited by the 
Squadron to participate as observers to see the Peace 

forthcoming harbour protests". 
The response was most encouraging, and Cath 

Tizard, Mayor of Auckland, several other local 
Mayors, and Members of Parliament and other leading 
citizens who had never been in protests before took 

meeting to be held between the Peace Squadron and 
the police. This time Spokesperson Jim Keogh 
brought a new element out of the hat. In effect he 
warned the police against piracy. Long ago, he said, 
piracy in New Zealand terms could take place only on 
the high seas outside territorial limits. However inn 
1908, the New Zealand government enacted a section 
of the Crimes Act allowing charges of piracy to be laid keep the protest fleet at least 100 metres from the 
against persons committing certain acts on waters 
within territorial limits. The section referred to 
persons who boarded a vessel with the intention of 

The protest against the Queenfish when it came, 
was described as "the most spectacular yet" by the 
"Auckland Star". Once again Squadron tactics were to 
wait in the inner harbour, where everything that 
happened was under the gaze of the media and the 

public. 
The 3540 tonne vessel was flanked by the New 

Zealand navy escorts Hawea and Rotoiti plus about 70 
police launches and inflatables. Their mission was to 

submarine. 
On North Head hundreds of protesters had 

gathered, many dressed in black. They had a 30 metre 
harassing the crew or damaging the vessel in any way. banner proclaiming Auckland a nuclear-free zone and 

Such a person could be found guilty of piracy. Keogh from time to time they released helium-filled black 
balloons. With its tight escorting cordon, Queenfish pointed out that during previous demonstrations this 

was exactly what had been done time and time again rounded the head at 10.25 am. to face the 

by persons purporting to be police. He issued a press demonstrators' vessels off Okahu Bay. According.to 
the "N.Z. Herald" the Squadron this time consisted 
of "58 yachts, 12 canoes, about 30 other small craft, a 

release on the matter. 
Predictably, the police were unswayed by his 
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surf-sailer and a naked man on a surtbouni. 

In their black-tasselled boats, the pnvtestes 

up their hands in a xesture of peace" 

The other collision involved Auckland University 

most of them dressed in black and sone with paintai 
lotunr. Dr. Steve Wcbster, tormer captain and 

faces mingled with the other cscort cratt. t one 

stage the submarine, which was traveliing at an 

average speed of about 10 knots. slowai to two knots insivie the 100 metre cordon around the Quecnf+sh. He 

as the protesters waved placards and chantai "G 

home. The police later said the derease in spoi was ic and looked up to Sce it bear down on him and 

for manoeuvering purposes. 

Several protest craft managi to squee thruh 

the 100 metre corion - only to be pushai out of the home, and Iater decided to write a letter of complaint 

way by police boats. 

At least two protest yachts wer involvai in 

collisions with Navy boats-one sustaining damage it 

estimated at $2000 - and a trimaran, the Phoenix was 
with intent to cause danger to property, caused the 

towed away by two tugs after it came dangerously 

close to colliding with the sudmarine. Two policemen 
vessel Paea". 

apparently involvai with removing the Phoenir trom 

the 100 metre limit, were later haulei fnom the water. 
which carried a maximum seven-year prison sentence. 

The Queent+sh dropped anchor at 11.15 am. and 

was immediately encirelad by the protesters 
- some 

beating drums, some holding flares and others holding impending collision. The jury tound him not guilty. 

veteran ot amphibious operations in the U.S, Marine 

Corps. He had taken his 26' mullet boat Waitere 11 

iid not hear warning hoots from the naval PT boat 

erash into the rear of his boat, bringing down the 

boom and damaging the rear section. He limped 

to the Navy. The letter was passed to the police, who 

laid charges against Dr. Webster for "failing to avoid 

a collision, causing danger to property" and further 

yacht Waitere II to come into contact with naval 

Dr. Webster defended himself against the charges, 

He produced numerous photos taken from a nearby 

yacht, which show the two boats moments before the 

GEORCE ARMSTRONG (CENTRE) AT WHENUAPAI AIR BASE CAMP OPPOSING ANZUS EXERCISESp 
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Nuclear-Free 

In 1976 ex-Labour Cabinet Minister Phil Amos, 

skipper of the sloop Dolphyn appeared in court to 

face charges for placing his vessel across the bows of and elsewhere believed for a while that the new 

the nuclear cruiser Long Beach. Alongside him was 

his solicitor and friend, David Lange. 
Nine years later, David Lange was, in effect, the 

"skipper". The years between had seen him enter 

Parliament, become Leader of the Opposition, and 

then Prime Minister. This placed him in command of New Zealand as long as I am Prime Minister, and that 
the ship of state of the small South Pacific nation of 
New Zealand, placed squarely athwart the nuclear 
strategies of the same superpower which had sent in 
the Long Beach. His future and his country's future 
were clearly at stake. 

The purpose of each of these two actions was 
exactly the same. As Mr. Lange is at pains to point 
out, it is not and never has been, anti-American. It is Tasman Sea, and the Americans requested, several 

to make the statement in the clearest possible way, 
that New Zealanders do not wish to be defended by 
nuclear weapons, and that they do not want to be told Zealand port at that time. In accordance with their 

by Americans or anyone else how they must defend 
themselves. 

misjudged the pulse of the country on the issue. That 
is probably why many in high places in Washington 

government would reverse its stand, as the Hawke 
Labour Government in Australia had done. They were 
soon to be disillustioned. Speaking to a press 
conference in London on 28th September 1984 David 
Lange said, "There will be no nuclear weapons in 

is from the heart." 
Now, like the sailors of the Peace Squadron, he was 

on a collision course and it was only a matter of time 
before the United States govermment brought the issue 
to a head. War Games between the members of the 
ANZUS alliance, Australia, New Zealand and the 
United States, were scheduled for March 1985 in the 

weeks in advance, that one of their nuclear-capable 
vessels, UsS Buchanan be permitted to call at a New 

policy they would neither "confirm nor deny" that the 
ship would carry nuclear weapons. In accordance with 
its own policy, the New Zealand government would There is no doubt that Mr. Lange was given a 

mandate for this policy by the electorate. The Labour not grant permission. 
Party had clearly pursued and pronounced its aims for 
more than ten years, and translated them into action 
during its period of office from 1972-75. The election Zealand know that there is a price to be paid for the 
of July 1984 was a "snap election", held four months stand they have taken. Within hours there were angry 
before the due date. It was precipitated when the 
National Prime Minister, Rob Muldoon, with his very was reported in the "New York Times" of 14th Feb. 
narrow majority in Parliament, was told by onë ot hS as saying, "Unless we hold our allies' feet to the fire 
back-benchers, Marilyn Waring M.P. that she would 
not support him if it came to a vote on the question 
of inviting nuclear warships. Two minority parties 

which contested the election had even stronger anti-
nuclear weapons policies than the Labour Party. A 
substantial majority of the candidates of the Labour, 

Social Credit and New Zealand parties went so far as 

to sign C.N.D. pledges that they "totally opposed 
Visits by nuclear armed and/or nuclear propelled 
warships to New Zealand ports." This left only the 

deleated National Party which gained support from 
Some 40% of the voters, supporting nuclear ship 
visits. 

Just as the members of the Peace Squadron, so did 
David Lange and the government and people of New 

voices in the United States. A US government official 

over ship visits and nuclear deployments, one will run 
away, and then the next... we will not be put in a 
position where they want our protection but without 
the necessary weapons in place to do the job." U. S. 
Defence Secretary Caspar Weinberger was more 
explicit, "New Zealand must be punished," he said. 

With such friends, who needs enemies? But with 
strong and sustained support from the New Zealand 
people, David Lange was not about to falter. Day by 

day he reiterated the policy clearly, often to reporters 
who seemed unable to believe him. He spoke to a 
disarmament conference in Wellington, to 
businessmen in Los Angeles, took part in the world-
famous Oxford Union debate in Britain and then U.S. Ambassador H. Monroe Browne had clearly 
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moved to Geneva where he addresed the UN 
Conference on Disarmament, the first Prime Minister 
to have done so. 

is necessary when in fact it is not.... 
There is a quality of irrationality about nuclear 

weapons which does not sit well with good intentions. 
A system of defcnee serves its purpose if it guarantees 
the security of those it protects. A system of nuclear 

He told them: "I am here to-day because it is my 
unfaltering conviction that countries which are not 
nuclear powers have a right and responsibility to make defence guarantees only insccurity. The meansof 
every effort to bring the arms race to a peaceful close. defence terrorise as much as the threat of attack... 

New Zealand is a small country and remote, but if 
there should be a nuclear war then New Zealand will 
join the company of those who have destroyed 
themselves. I believe that in our common humanity 
there is enough community of interest to lead the 

nuclear powers to real and lasting arms control 
agreements... New Zealand's strategic circumstances 
are such that it can implement a small measure of 

nuclear arms control which positively diminishes the 
possibility of nuclear conflict in or near New Zealand 
while in no way disturbing the balance of strategic 
interests elsewhere... the principles we have applied 
are not so easily applied elsewhere. We in New 
Zealand understand that... (but) we are absolutely 
committed to measures of arms control and 
disarmament which are not a submission of one side 

There is only one thing as terrifying as the nuclear 
weapon pointed in your direction and that is the 
nuclear weapon pointed in your enemy's direction: the 
outcome of their use would be the same in either case, 
and that is the annihilation of you and all of us.. 

The weapon has its own relentless logic, and it is 
inhuman. It is the logic of escalation, the logic of the 
arms race. Nuclear weapons make us insecure, and to 
compensate for our insecurity we build and deploy 
more nuclear weapons... We know that we are seized 
by irrationality, and yet we persist." 

Mr. Lange acknowledged that the difficulties of 
nuclear disarmament were far greater in Europe 
"where the nuclear deterrant is maintained in good 
conscience" (but) "The South Pacific is not the North 
Atdantic. Nuclear weapons cannot be removed from 
Europe simply by dismantling the NATO arsenal; do 
that, and the other nuclear arsenal will still be here. 
But in the South Pacific there is at this moment the 

to the other but which enhance the security of all 

parties equally. We do not say to any country in the 
world, do as New Zealand does; all we say is that 
when the opportunity is given to any country to 

pursue a serious and balanced measure of arms control nuclear weapons, to stand aside from the irrationality 
then that country has a duty to all of us to undertake of the arms race and the doctrines of nuclear 
that measure..." 

chance to turn away from the inhuman logic of 

confrontation.... 
But it was in the Oxford Union debate that the New Zealand is remote; it faces no threat; our close 

opportunity came to communicate his message to the neighbours are like-minded states. We have been to 
war several times in this century, but never because 
we were attacked. It makes no sense for a country 

world at large. Here he had been invited to lead the 
affirmative side of the argument "That Nuclear 

was taken by a team led by the Rev. Jerry Fallwell, 
leader of the Moral Majority, a formidable 
fundamentalist Christian political pressure group in 

Weapons are Morally Indefensible". The negative side which faces no threat to seek to surround itself with 
nuclear weapons. It makes no sense for a region which 
is the most stable in the world to allow itself to 
become a strategic arena for the nuclear powers. the United States. The debate was televised live to an Having considered all this, the people of New Zealand 

estimated 50 million viewers in America, Australia and reached a straightforward conclusion; the nuclear 

weapons which defended them caused them more 
alarm than any which threatened them, and it was 

strong. He began, "There is no moral case for nuclear accordingly pointless to be defended by them. 

In the South Pacific, it is not difficult to achieve the 
their existence and the threat of their use is that they balance of force which allows you cheerfully to 
are a necessary evil, an abhorrent means to a desirable dispense with nuclear weapons. If you remove the 

nuclear weapons of your friends and allies you put all 

New Zealand. 
As always he was warm, cheerful, confident and 

weapons. The best defence which can be made of 

end. 
I hold that the character of nuclear weapons is such the nuclear powers on the same footing... 

that their existence corrupts the best of intentions; 
that the means in fact perverts the end. I hold that 
their character is such that they have brought us to 
the greatest of all perversions, the belief that this evil 

New Zealand is not and never has been part of the 
strategic defences of the West... my point is that the 
decision of the New Zealand government in no way 
weakened the deterrant power of the Western alliance. 
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Yct we have been accused of undermining the West 

and giving comfort to the Soviet bloc. We have been 

told by officials in the United States Administration 
that our decision is not, as they put it, to be cost-tree; power of decision; it is to allow true moral force to 

that in fact we are to be made to pay for our action. 

Not by our enemies, but by our friends. We are to be 

made an example ot; we are to be ostracised and 

anathematised until we are compelled to resume our 

seat in the dress circle of the nuclear theatre. We have history of these distinguished debates. When the votes 

been told that because others in the West carry the 

fearful burden of a defence which terrorises as much 

as the threat, we to0 must carry that burden. We are 

actually told that New Zealanders cannot decide for 

themselves how to defend New Zealand but are 

obliged to adopt the methods which others use to 

defend themselves. 
Lord Carrington, the Secretary-General of NATO, 

made a case in Copenhagen recently against the 
creation of nuclear weapon free zones. He argued that channels. Yet the people in the street seemed to 

if the people of the United States found themselves 

bearing the burden alone, they would tire of bearing 
it. That is exactly the point. Genuine agreements 
about the control of nuclear weapons do not cede the 

advantage to one side or the other; they enhance 

security, they do not diminish it. If such arrangements srudents, shopkeepers, housewives and returned 
can be made, and such agreements reached, then 

those who remain outside those arrangements might 
well and truly tire of their insecurity. They will reject poll taken throughout the country on the day of his 
the logic of the weapon and assert their essential 

humanity... 

evil must still be guarded against. Rejecting nuclear 
Weapons is to assert what is human over the evi 
nature of the weapon; it is to restore to humanity the 

reign supreme." 
Mr. Lange had received a standing ovation before 

his speech, and now the audience rose to him a 
second time, something almost unprecedented in the 

were tallied his side had won. It was a narrow victory 

but no mean achievement in such a conservative 
forum. 

He returned home and in the weeks that followed 
there was constant controversy in Parliament and in 
the press as well as in the country at large. It was 

amongst some farmers and traders that most doubt 
and concern was evident and stories spread of 
American retaliation being expressed through trade 

stiffen in support of the stand of "David versus 
Goliath. A national TV current affairs programme 
went to the country town of Mosgiel and brought 
together 100 local people to the studio for a frank 
discussion. They were factory workers, farmers, 

servicemen and quite surprisingly the majority werein 
support of the Prime Minsiter. Then a public opinion 

return showed that his general popularity was holding 
firm, while that of the Leader of the Opposition had 
slumped 11 percent. What next? Would New Zealand 
have to come to heel, and if so, how would it be 
done? There was much talk of other examples of how 

There is no humanity in the logic which holds that 

my country must be obliged to play host to nuclear 

weapons because others in the West are playing host 
to nuclear weapons. That is the logic which refuses to the C.I.A. subverts governments which become a 
admit that there is any alternative to nuclear weapons, thorn in the side of the United States, and indeed, 

when plainly there is. It is a self-defeating logic, just 
as the weapons themselves are self-defeating: to 
compel an ally to accept nuclear weapons against the 
wishes of that ally is to take the moral position of 

totalitarianism, which allows for no self-determination. sales became dificult because of the high value of the 

Any claim to a moral justification for the West's 

possession of nuclear weapons is thereby eliminated. 

We are no better than they are. 
The great strength of the West lies not in force of 

arms but in its free and democratic systems of 

government... It is a strength which is threatened, 
not defended, by nuclear weapons. The appalling 
Character of those weapons has robbed us of our right Despite American, and later, French, threats of 

to determine our destiny and has subordinated our 

humanity to their manic logic. They have 
Subordinated reason to irrationality and placed our 

very will to live in hostage. Rejecting the logic ot 

nuclear weapons does not mean surrendering to evil 

New Zealand's economy leaves the country 
dangerously open to "destabilistion. 
As the months went by the economy took severe 
shocks. Interest rates reached record levels and export 

New Zealand dollar. Thousands of farmers seemed to 
be in danger of bankruptcy, and their failures would 
have major adverse efects on the whole economy. The 
survival of the Labour Government for a second term 
looked very much in doubt. 

Through all this the anti-nuclear policy held firm, 
and indeed seemed to become a positive factor. 

boycots, trade figures actually showed gains, and such 
items as tourist receipts reached record levels. 
Unexpected international events such as the bombing 
and sinking by French agents of the Greenpeace vessel 
Rainbow Warrior in Auckland harbour strengthened 
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popular support for New Zealand's anti-nuclear stand. policy. Labour has introduced nuclear free legislation. 
banning nuclear weapons from New Zealand, which S 
it stands, would have to be repealed before visits 

When the Russian nuclear reactor ran amok at 
Chernobyl and two US nuclear submarines went 
aground about the same time, New Zealand peace 
groups emphasised the fact that nuclear-powered 
vessels are simply floating nuclear power plants, 
perhaps more dangerous than those on land. Certainly public opinion against repeal. New Zealanders are 

a Chernobyl-type accident occurring on a nuclear 
warship berthed in the port of Auckland would be 

catastrophic. 
Throughout New Zealand there was some sense of 

relief that the country had, at least for the time being, nuclear powers themselves will, as David Lange puts 

turned its back on both nuclear weapons and nuclear 
power. Alone on the political scene, the National 
Party still supported visits by nuclear warships and 
clearly the United States government was pinning its everywhere, who, in the manner of the Peace 
hopes on their retrurn to power. However it will not 
be easy for a future government to reverse the current future of Planet Earth. 

could resume. 
Each and every nuclear plant failure, nuclear 

weapon accident or nuclear ship grounding will suffen 

appreciating more and more the enlightened policies 

which have given them their present breathing space. 
They hope the world will take heed, be heartened, 
and extend nuclear-free zones, and that eventually the 

it, "tire of the burden of their insecurity" which must 
lead to meaningful disarmament. 

Meanwhile, all strength to peace activists 

Squadron, put their bodies on the "line of life" for the 
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In the second half of the twentieth century, the human race 
has brought itself to the brink of its own extinction. In 1945 
when the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, the 
American President announced, "The basic fire of thec 
universe. .. the force from which the sun draws its powers, 
has been loosed.. " Five years later, Albert Einstein, on 
whose theoretical work the atom bombs had been based, 
said sorrowfully, "Radioactive poisoning of the atmosphere 
and hence annihilation of any life on earth has been brought ( within the range of technical possibilities." 

Thoughtful people took note but by and large, did 

nothing. Political leaders, however, ordered the building and 
stockpiling of nuclear weapons for "defence". Now, 40 years 
later, over 50,000 nuclear warheads exist. They are charged, 

ready for instant use, in silos, submarines, mobile launchers 
and high-flying bombers. They are targetted on the industrial plants, military bases, 
nuclear power plants, cities and towns of the "enemy". Many are unmanned and locked 
into electronic systems that will "launch on warning". Fired together, as they most likely 
will be, they can physically obliterate civilisation. 

All this is known and accepted by the scientists who make them, the politicians who 
order them, and by most of the citizens of the nuclear powers in whose name this 

frightful "protection" is deployed. A perverse insanity, characterised by unwillingness to 

face reality, has gripped the human race. 
But not all of them. Some few, in every land, are aroused and choose to confront the 

problem head-on. PEACE SQUADRON is the story of some of them who put their 
bodies and their small boats on a "ine of life" which they drew across the path of 

incoming nuclear warships. To-day their call has been taken up by the country as a 

whole and the death ships are no longer invited to New Zealand ports. 
The author, Tom Newnham, is the Secretary of the Campaign for Nuclear 

Disarmament in Auckland, "City of Sails" and the scene of most of the actions of the 

Peace Squadron. 
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