downtown investment guide

where preservation meets progress.

why downtown Opelika?
Once a sleepy railroad town, Opelika has transformed
itself into a bustling hub of commerce, entertainment,
dining and shopping. Founded in 1987, Opelika's Main
Street program is one of the oldest in Alabama and has
been cited as the catalyst for growth in downtown.
Recently named by the Matador Network as one of the 25
coolest towns in America and by Southern Living as one
of the South's best small towns, Opelika has seen a
renaissance in downtown redevelopment resulting in
hundreds of new jobs and millions in private and public
investments.
Our historic downtown is home to two regionally
acclaimed craft breweries, a nationally ranked distillery,
one of the southeast's largest wine bars, eight different
restaurants and a wide array of specialty retail shops and
service industries.
As with any community, Opelika's downtown is the heart
and soul of the city, drawing thousands of visitors each
year. With multiple signature events, a wide selection of
businesses and an overall great quality of life-downtown
Opelika is a thriving place to do business.
Start your business's next chapter by considering
downtown Opelika as your next home.

named one of the best small towns in the south by

southern living magazine

since june 2014
downtown opelika has
seen over...

20
net new or
incoming
businesses

start with main street

opelika main street resources and programs
Lunch and Learn Series:

Facade Enhancement Grant Program:

Monthly Merchant Meetings:

Signature Downtown Events:

Design Assistance:
Development Assistance:
Marketing Assistance:

Helpful Supplies:

where preservation meets progress.

what is opelika main street?
Founded in 1987, Opelika Main Street is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
growing and enhancing historic downtown Opelika. Organized around the
Nation Main Street Center's Four Point Approach TM, Opelika Main Street's
programs center around:

Organization
Design
Promotion
Economic Vitality
With each of these points, Opelika Main Street structures committees along with
a volunteer board of directors, focusing on projects to enhance and expand
downtown.

organization

design

promotion

economic vitality

location. location. location.
Conveniently situated along Interstate 85, Opelika is easily accessible from
locations throughout the Southeast and is a short drive from the
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport in Atlanta.
Columbus: 30 Miles
Montgomery: 63 Miles
Atlanta: 100 Miles
Birmingham: 112 Miles
Huntsville: 200 Miles
Mobile: 230 Miles
Nashville: 300 Miles
Montgomery Regional Airport: 70 Miles
Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport: 90 Miles
Birmingham-Shuttlesworth International Airport: 117 Miles

reasons to choose
downtown opelika
A THRIVING DOWNTOWN WITH A VISION for
the future
many signature DOWNTOWN EVENTS
an EDUCATED WORKFORCE and large student
population
numbers don't lie

a good QUALITY OF LIFE

a thriving downtown with a clear vision
Since our city's founding in 1854, the residents of
Opelika have worked to create a community
built on southern charm while also embracing
new developments and residents.
From a bustling railroad and mill town to a hub
of education, commerce and research-Opelika
has it all.
Downtown Opelika's motto is Where
Preservation Meets Progress and this is shown
through the carefully crafted historic
preservation efforts merged with new industries
and award-winning businesses.
Since Opelika Main Street's founding in 1987, the
city has crafted a clear vision for the revitalization
and continued improvement of our downtown
district. Historic preservation ordinances, great
upkeep and overall community pride have all
contributed to the thriving downtown we set
today.
Join us in becoming a part of this thriving
downtown community. You will see success and
opportunity around every corner!

since june 2014 opelika
main street volunteers
have contributed....

6,000
hours of
volunteer
service.

many signature DOWNTOWN EVENTS
Downtown Opelika is not just known for its friendly
atmosphere and diverse array of businesses, we are also
home to numerous signature events drawing thousands of
visitors into the area each year.
Opelika Main Street is proud to host and assist with many
downtown events, providing logistical support, tables,
chairs, submitting street closure requests and assisting
with marketing efforts.
Additionally, given the close proximity to Auburn
University, Downtown Opelika sees thousands of visitors
during home sporting events hosted on campus.

Spring
Opelika Songwriters Festival: The Opelika Songwriters
Festival is a multi-venue music festival featuring live
performances from a variety of musicians.
Easter on the Square: The largest Easter egg hunt in east
Alabama, this annual event features numerous activities
for children and families.

Summer
Opelika Main Street On Tap: This event is a craft beer
festival featuring representatives from over 25 craft
breweries from across the nation. Hosted in Opelika's
historic downtown, attendees will get to taste beers from
a variety of breweries while enjoying the vibrant
downtown area. A selection of specialty food trucks is also
at the event.
Noon Toons: Celebrate the arrival of summer every
Wednesday in May on Courthouse Square for a free
lunchtime concert. Bring a brown bag lunch (or purchase
lunch from a local restaurant), a quilt or lawn chair and
relax by the fountain.
Opelika Jazz and Arts Festival: Opelika's annual free
music event featuring numerous local and regional jazz
acts along with art demonstrations and displays.

opelika was named one of the

25

coolest towns to visit
by the matador
network

many signature DOWNTOWN EVENTS
Touch A Truck: Vehicles of all shapes and sizes line the
streets of downtown Opelika at this family event. Kids of all
ages can come and explore military vehicles, race cars, dump
trucks, and more. Admission is free, and visitors are
encouraged to explore and go inside the vehicles.

Burger Wars: Burger Wars is Opelika Rotary’s largest
fundraising event taking place every year on the first
Saturday of June. Visitors get the chance to taste dozens of
different burgers prepared by local community groups and
restaurants.

fall
On the Tracks: A popular annual downtown wine trail
featuring over 20 different wine stops, live music and
specialty food items. wine stops are in downtown businesses,
giving visitors the opportunity to explore downtown shops
and restaurants.
Veteran's Day Ceremony: Opelika celebrates and
remembers those who served our nation. This event features
guest speakers and a special lunch for area veterans.

Winter
Opelika Christmas Parade: Opelika's annual Christmas
parade features dozens of floats, bands and guests-filling the
streets of downtown with holiday cheer. thousands attend
this Opelika Christmas tradition each December.
Sno-Pelika: Opelika's annual holiday kick-off event featuring
children's activities, a dog parade and the lighting of the
city's Christmas tree.
Christmas In A Railroad Town: Opelika's signature annual
Christmas event, Christmas In A Railroad Town celebrates
Opelika's railroad past with activities for families of all ages.
train rides, a petting zoo, trolley rides and visits with Santa
are just some of the great activities at this event.

an EDUCATEd WORKFORCE and large
student population
an EDUCATED WORKFORCE
We all know that a business' success is dependent on those who work for them. You need
a quality workforce and Opelika can provide it. Located in one of the most educated
regions of the Southeast, the region's students provide a steady stream of potential
employees ready to fill jobs of any skill or trade. Additionally, with a growing number
of retirees the Opelika area boasts a large pool of educated older workers looking for parttime options. Businesses who choose downtown Opelika will have access to high quality
potential employees that will represent your businesses' brand well and help you achieve
and maintain profitability.
Home to an award-winning K-12 public school system, Opelika students graduate with
the skills needed to be good employees. Additionally with both a flagship four-year
college and large community college located less than ten miles from downtown, the
Opelika area boasts high numbers of college educated students.

a large student population
With over 34,000 college students living within a ten-mile radius, Downtown Opelika draws
a diverse array of individuals each year. Auburn University, routinely named the best public
university in Alabama, is home to over 30,000 students and Southern Union State
Community College, a three campus community college, boasts over 3,000 students.

the numbers don't lie

$72,270

household income within 15 minutes...

10,700+
people living within 5 minutes of downtown.

28.2%
42.25%
of auburn-opelika residents with a four year degree

$34,135

average annual disposable income of households
within 5 minutes from downtown

the numbers don't lie

the numbers don't lie

a good QUALITY OF LIFE
Consistently ranked as one of the best places to live, the Auburn-Opelika region boasts
numerous amenities ensuring future entrepreneurs and employees a great place to live
and raise a family. One of the fastest-growing regions in the nation, this area is home to
many young professionals, students, families and retirees.

recreation

The Opelika area has numerous opportunities for recreation and wellness. From Chewacla
State Park, to a wide array of municipal parks, the world-class Opelika Sportsplex and close
proximity to numerous lakes and beaches.
With two dog parks and a community center within walking distance from downtown, the
area is sure to please people of all ages!
Stern Park: 3 Minute Drive
Floral Park: 5 Minute Drive
Denson Drive Recreation Center: 5 Minute Drive
Chewacla State Park: 17 Minute Drive
Lake Martin: 45 Minute Drive
Gulf Shores Beach: 4 Hour Drive

affordable cost of living

Home to one of the most affordable housing markets in the Southeast, the Auburn-Opelika
area allows residents to live comfortably without breaking the bank. With a wide array of
housing options, the area boasts an average rent of $704 and a 62% home ownership rate.
Additionally, Alabama has some of the lowest property taxes in the nation, allowing new
residents the ability to own with confidence.

dining and nightlife

The Opelika area has dining options to fit any taste or budget. From classic American
cuisine to award-winning fine dining venues. Additionally, most downtown restaurants are
locally owned and operated.
Nightlife options are numerous downtown including two breweries, a music studio, a
distillery, a wine bar and a speakeasy. Many of these venues feature live music and various
activities throughout the week.
Additionally, the Tiger Town shopping center five minutes from downtown boasts many
traditional sit down chains and fast food restaurants.

local contact numbers
important local contacts
Opelika Main Street 334-745-0466
Opelika Economic Development 334-705-5115
Opelika Chamber of Commerce 334-745-4861
City of Opelika Planning Department 334-705-5156
Opelika Power Services 334-705-5170
Charter Spectrum 877-906-9121
Point Broadband 334-748-9800
Opelika Utilities (water) 334-705-5500
Spire Energy (gas) 800-292-4008
Lee County Revenue Commissioner 334-737-3655
Opelika City Schools 334-745-9700
Southern Union State Community College 334-745-6437
Auburn University 334-844-4000
Alabama Workforce Training Center 205-719-3220
Auburn-Opelika Tourism 334-501-3281

where preservation meets progress.

