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IMPORTANT DATES 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Fri 14 Dec Teaching staff finish 

Fri 21 Dec College Office closes 

2019 

Mon 21 Jan  

 

College Office re-opens 

Fri 1 Feb Students Year 7 to 12  

commence Term 1 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

Newsletter 
The Our Lady of Sion College 

1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Tel: 9890 9097  Fax: 9899 1456 

Email: info@sion.catholic.edu.au 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs Tina Apostolopoulos 

College Theme 2018 – Rejoice in God’s Love 

From the Principal 
In the last few weeks we have acknowledged the 
contribution of our Class of 2018 over their six years 
as Sion students and farewelled our Years 10 and 11 
students as they completed their exams and Smart 
Start program. Last week, we welcomed a very 
excited and animated group of students who form the 

2019 Year 7 cohort and today marks the conclusion of the academic year for 
our students in Years 7–9.  
 
Next week the corridors and classrooms will be silent once again. Staff will then 
spend time reviewing the year and finalising preparations for 2019.  
 
As I reflected with families yesterday evening at our Night of Excellence, this 
cycle of school life has occurred 90 times since the establishment of the 
College. It is an extraordinary achievement when you think about how many 
parents and staff have worked together to educate thousands of students who 
have gone on to contribute to our broader society in so many diverse ways.  
 
As we conclude our 90th anniversary year I am drawn to several elements of 
our history as they were reflected in 2018. As you know from previous 
newsletters, this year our staff have accompanied many of our Year 12 
students to the Melbourne Immigration Transit Accommodation (MITA) to 
spend time with asylum seekers. After their visits, students have been moved to 
question the rationale of our political leaders and policies that prolong the 
assessment process.  
 

… we were discussing our aspirations for the future but 
when we asked about his aspirations, he simply said, ‘I am 
different to you, I cannot dream like you. Even if I get out of 
here, I have no family, no job, nothing.’ This was heart 
breaking and it is for this reason we are inspired to provide 
fellowship and solidarity for these people. It is our hope 
that one day, they will be able to dream once more and 
receive the rights we are privileged to be born with. 

 Sophie Chan, 2018 College Liturgy Captain, and  
  Lydia Ting, 2018 College Captain  

 
Visits to MITA are only one way in which we achieved our social justice project 
goal – 90 deeds for 90 years. While the celebrations were an appropriate way 
for our school to mark our anniversary, this project reflects our mission to be a 
school that not only educates but forms students to act for justice. I would like 
to thank the many staff and students who contributed to the 93 deeds we 
achieved.  
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From the Principal... 

The final 90th anniversary event was a small but no less significant one when I consider the legacy it marks as well as the 
legacy it will leave for future generations. In 1928, seven Sisters of Our Lady of Sion established a school for the parish of 
St Francis Xavier. They came in response to Fr Lonegan’s invitation to serve the needs of the families and children of the 
district. 90 years later, St Francis Xavier Primary School and Our Lady of Sion College owe much to these pioneering 
women who began our story in Box Hill.  
 
On 22 November, our Art teacher, Ms Emma Davidson, and students Elaina Clark, Kate Steward and Julia Tingate, joined 
Mr Steve Bellesini, Principal of St Francis Xavier, the Year 6 students who will join our school next year, Sr Angela Bayliss 
nds and myself in the blessing of a bollard, designed and constructed by Ms Davidson and our students to mark our 
anniversary. There are in fact three bollards in the primary school on Dorking Road that face our College. They have been 
created by Sion students, parish families and the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion. They stand proudly as testament to the 
history of both schools and the families, Sisters and staff who have worked over the years to educate thousands of 
students who have walked through our gates. Thank you to Ms Davidson and our students who created our contribution to 
this enduring reminder of our history. 

 
Last Sunday marked the beginning of Advent. The Gospel tells us it is a time to be alert and 
awake. God’s love through the gift of Jesus whose example of love, compassion and the 
pursuit of justice is near at hand. What a wonderful message of hope for us as we conclude 
the year. It is a hope Mary shared with Elizabeth her cousin and is reflected so simply and 
so beautifully in the statue located in the courtyard of the Church of the Visitation, Ein 
Karem, just outside Jerusalem. 

 
May God’s love also surround your families during the Christmas Season. Best wishes for a 
safe, restful and relaxing summer break and I look forward to seeing you all again in 2019. 
 
Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal 
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Deputy Principal  

Faith and Mission 

Preparing for Christmas 
It’s always an interesting time at the end of any school year. At the same time as we prepare for 
something to end, we also prepare for something to come! Advent has begun. 
 
Advent is that time of the year when we reorient ourselves to what really matters: that God loves us 
and is with us always. It’s not always easy to do this in our society. Sometimes it can be hard to 
remember that Advent is a quiet time of waiting, of hope and transformation. It’s a time of preparing 
the way of the Lord. 
 
It would be easy to think that Christmas is all about consuming – gifts, food, drink. But the way of 
the Lord is mercy and love – it’s giving, not getting. Let us take up the invitation of Advent to reorder 
our priorities, to embrace the truth of Christ’s birth – that God is with us – and to find ways to give to 

those around us and to those in our community who are in need. 
 
In preparing for Christmas I recently read an article written by Jim Quillinan, who wrote:  
 
Christmas is a reminder that Jesus comes into our lives today, just as he did all those years ago. He offers the same 
invitations to life as He did all those years ago. He offers the same invitations to renewal, the same invitation to believe, to 
commit, to love and serve because it is by accepting those challenges that we find life.  
 
We need Christmas as a reminder that in all the messiness of our lives, God is with us in our joys and disappointments, as 
well as in our shortcomings, in our successes and failures, in our hopes and dreams. Christmas challenges us to celebrate 
Emmanuel (God-with-us) in the good times and in the bad. It is too easy to forget that. 
 
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and all the best for the New Year ahead. 
 
John McInerney 
Deputy Principal – Faith and Mission 
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Deputy Principal  

Learning and Teaching 

The past fortnight we acknowledged the academic achievement of students at the Year 10 & 11 
Academic Awards Ceremony on Tuesday 27 November and our Year 7,8 & 9 students at the Year 
7 – 9 Awards Ceremony on Monday 3 December. At these assemblies, we also presented students 
who attained one colour with their Colour. It was pleasing to see a large number of parents and 
guardians and family members who attended these assemblies to celebrate their daughter’s 
achievement.  
 
At the Night of Excellence, we acknowledged students who attained two or more Colours in the 
College Colours program and a number of students were presented with Special Awards, which 
acknowledged their contribution to the broader life of the College.  
 
While these events are an opportunity for the College community to share in the achievement of 

students, I hope that all students can reflect on the 2018 academic year with a sense of satisfaction. 
 
Booklists 2018 
Just a reminder of important dates for booklists.  
 
Years 9–12 
Collection: Monday 10 December, 3.30pm – 5.30pm in the Louise Humann Centre 
 
Years 7 & 8 
Due:  Friday 30 November 
Collection: Thursday 13 December, 3.30pm – 5.30pm in the Louise Humann Centre 
 
Please note that uncollected book packages will be returned to Campion and will not be available at the College 
after each Collection date. For more information or further assistance please visit the Campion website: 
www.campion.com.au/support-help/support-for-parents/. 
 
Semester 2 Academic Reports 
Semester 2 Academic Reports will be available on Edumate on Wednesday 12 December. As there is a large volume of 
reports to generate on Edumate, reports become available progressively throughout the day. This means that you may be 
able to access one daughter’s report before you can access another’s. We ask for your patience on this day and that you 
try again later, however, if you still cannot access your daughter’s report by Thursday 13 December, please contact the 
College Reception.  
 
If you have a question about specific subject reports please contact the subject teacher directly either via email or 
by calling the College before 9.30am on Friday 14 December. Teaching staff will commence their summer break 
from this date and may not be able to get back to you before the start of the new year. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish our families all the best for Christmas and for the summer break ahead. 
 
Michelle Rangelov 
Deputy Principal – Learning and Teaching 

http://www.campion.com.au/support-help/support-for-parents/
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Deputy Principal 

Student Wellbeing 

Building a Strong Foundation for the Future 
As adults we look back at our life experiences and recall times in our lives that provide ‘warm 
memories’ – memories that help to shape us into who we become. Sometimes they are 
memories of sharing a meal, a special outing or trip, a picnic, movie night or celebration. These 
‘warm memories’ are the building blocks of strong and healthy relationships. 
 
To help our children develop strong healthy relationships, we encourage families to create 
opportunities for ‘warm memories’. With hectic lifestyles, we have to make deliberate 
opportunities for special family or one on one time with family members. A perfect opportunity is 
before you now with the holidays approaching. It doesn’t have to cost a lot.  
 
Some suggestions: 
 

 feeding the birds at Grants Picnic Ground in Kallista, take a picnic to eat in the beautiful forest setting 

 tap into your daughter’s Year 9 City Experience and take a ride on the City Circle Tram, hopping off at interesting 
places around Melbourne including arty Hosier Lane 

 enjoying a twilight BBQ at Sky High in Mount Dandenong 

 take a wander through the Queen Victoria market  

 take a family drive out into the country 

 walk the 1000 Steps in Ferntree Gully 

 have fish and chips on the beach at St Kilda or Frankston (or anywhere in between) 

 go for a peddle along one of Melbourne’s amazing bike paths: Warburton Rail Trail, Yarra Trail, Peninsula Bike 
Trail  

 walk along South Gate Promenade, Fed Square and the National Art Gallery (all free).  

 
I take this opportunity to wish all Our Lady of Sion families a relaxing and happy holiday.  Our greatest blessing for this 
Christmas season will be to see the girls safely return to school next year. 
 
Christine Kralj 
Deputy Principal – Wellbeing 
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Year Level News 

Year 7 

It is hard to believe that the nervous, shy students who began Year 7 at the beginning of this 
year are now almost Year 8 students. It is so wonderful to see how far our Year 7 students have 
come since their first day at the College earlier this year. Throughout the year, they have taken 
hold of the many opportunities provided to them, and thrown themselves whole-heartedly into 
activities, demonstrating all that it means to be a Daughter of Sion. 
 

Throughout their first year at Sion, a number of students have applied for various leadership 
positions. Thank you to all students who nominated for these positions and congratulations to 
the following Year 7 students for all of their efforts in serving as SRC, Portfolio and House 
Leaders throughout the year:  
 

 SRC: Zoe Bairamis and Maja Jansson    

 Liturgy: Charlotte Pearce and Niquita Barry    

 Social Justice: Talia Saez and Isabella Glavan 

 Drama: Haylee Stagg and Amali North  

 Debating: Chiara Plunkett and Tiffany Mirabile    

 Sport: Alice Larsen and Alyssa Moran    

 Visual Arts: Maddison Hagger and Maria Michael  

 Environment: Paige Porporis and Annabelle Blezard  

 Music: Megan Macaulay and Isabella Panagios    

 Loreto: Amelia Faulisi and Macey Clifford  

 Lourdes:  Naya Hanna and Elyse Harvie  

 Carmel: Maya Miller and Amelie Nannes    

 Fatima: Lara Hausegger and Erin Fitzmaurice.  
 

And to our illustrious class leaders as well, who have all led their classes with confidence, 
grace and energy: 
 

 7 Blue: Lilly Bruhn and Scarlett Mansell 

 7 Gold: Ella Merton and Sarah Bulloch  

 7 Purple: Jesse Muir and Nastaskia Martin  

 7 Red: Alisha Pulvirenti and Mia Pisotek  

 7 Silver: Alexandra Davies and Kiara Petruccelli  

 7 White: Taline Gaudion and Ella Curry  
 

All of our Year 7 students have completed a successful first year at Our Lady of Sion College 
and have been leaders in their active participation throughout the year. Thank you to all 
students for taking the opportunity to share your qualities with all of us. 
 

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a lovely break. 
 

Brianah Walsh 
Year 7 Coordinator 
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Year 8 

Congratulations, Year 8s, on a wonderful year of growth not only within yourselves but as a cohort. 
You have all committed to ‘Putting your best foot forward’ and have certainly achieved this along 
with many other things this year. The Year 8 homeroom teachers and I have had a wonderful year 
working with you and wish you all the best of luck in Year 9 next year. Remember to be proud of 
who you are and continue to be the best that you can be.  
 
At our final assembly this week we said goodbye and good luck to some of our own, who are 
embarking on new adventures at different schools.  

 Sabrina Lee 

 Agnes Kock 

 Lara Sirianni 

 Amrit Dhillon. 

 

Each of these girls has contributed to the Sion community during their years here. We wish them luck for the years ahead 
and we remind them that they will always be a Daughter of Sion.  
 
Thank you to the parents and guardians who have supported the Year 8s this year. You have been a wonderful support to 
the girls and have been an integral element of their Year 8 journey. I would like to wish you and the Year 8s a safe and 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 

Michelle Rudd 
Year 8 Coordinator 

Year Level News 
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Year Level News 

Year 12 
 

For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare … to give you 
a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 

(Jeremiah 29:11–12) 
 

Later next week the Year 12 results will become available for the students and while the waiting 
can be challenging with the sense of expectation, it is important to keep these results in 
perspective. These results are reflective of all the work that has been done throughout the year 
on all SACs, folios, units of competence and of course, the VCAA exams. 
 
These results will certainly help with the transition from secondary into a tertiary environment (be 

that University, TAFE or other providers), apprenticeships or other desired pathways. 
 
These results however, will not define the person or people that you will become. They do not identify all the natural skills 
and talents that you possess and will continue to develop. 
 
When these results become available, ensure that you: 

 look at them, don’t hide away and not look, make sure you look at them 

 tell your parents and those who have helped you throughout this year; no matter the results these people will 

continue to help and support you on results day and beyond 

 if you think you need help, make contact. That help might be for many reasons, but make sure you actively seek this 

help. There are many support networks available to you and school is obviously one of them 

 look at the order of your preferences. Now that you have your results you can do a lot of really good, strategic work 

around your preferences and what your next step looks like 

 hug those who have supported you and be proud that your best was good enough. 

Adam Rieusset 
Year 12 Coordinator 

Year 9 

2018 has been a year filled with exciting and challenging opportunities for the Year 9s. From 
learning to navigate their way around the city in Term 1, to trying to navigate their way around 
study, taking on their Duke of Edinburgh commitments, at the same time as juggling out-of-
school responsibilities. From reaching out to others through the Significant Person Launch to 
trying to maintain positive, ever-changing friendships with each other. We have been a busy 
group since Day 1 in 2018! 
 
I would like to thank Isabella Shade and Jordin Rizzo for being the Year 9 SRC representatives 
for 2018, along with all of our class leaders and portfolio representatives. They have all done a 
fantastic job. 
 

I would also like to thank the Year 9 Homeroom team: Leanne Anderson, Stephanie Mainwaring, Renate el Shataly, Laura 
Geilings, Siobhan Taylor and Rebecca Bennett, who have been a massive support to both myself and all Year 9 students.  
 
Have a fun, safe and relaxing break, as well as a Merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all next year! 
 
Jac Canning 
Year 9 Coordinator 
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Sports News 

Weekly Sport Finals – Basketball 
Well done to our Junior B Basketball team for making it through to GSV 
Finals. They were unfortunately defeated in their qualifying final by 
Strathcona and therefore, knocked out of the competition.  
 

Congratulations also to our Intermediate B and C basketball teams. Our 
C team reached the Semi Final and were defeated by a tough Our Lady 
of Mercy College team. The B team also played OLMC in a very tight 
contest, losing their Grand Final by only four points, to finish as Runners 
Up! Congratulations girls. 
 

 Intermediate B team – OLMC (28) defeated Sion (24) 

 Intermediate C team – OLMC (20) defeated Sion (13) 
 

Well done to each student who has participated in Sport this year. Wishing all families a very 
Merry Christmas and safe New Year. We look forward to Sport in 2019! 
 

Katrina Gurciullo 
Sport Coordinator 

Sports Stars of the Week 
During November, Jasmine Kelzi of 8 Blue and 
Grace Midgley of 9 White travelled to Queensland 
to compete in the Australian All-Star Cheerleading 
Federation National Championships.  
 
Jasmine and Grace competed with two teams from 
Melbourne Cheer Academy and both teams 
qualified to compete in this three-day competition.  
 
Only Grand Champions, who are selected 
throughout the year, qualify for entry to this 
prestigious competition, called ‘Pinnacle.’ As the 
name suggests, it is a competition for the best of 
the best, with the motto for the competition being, 
‘Earned, Not Given’. 
 

Jasmine, Grace and their Senior Level 1 team, ‘The 
Blackbirds’, were able to finish in first place in this 
competition, a feat which no other team in their club 
has ever achieved before.  
 
This is an outstanding achievement; congratulations 
Jasmine and Grace! 

Grace Midgley Jasmine Kelzi 
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Domain News 

Learning Resource Centre 
With 2018 about to end, the Library has seen many books and equipment and magazines and 
DVDs and CDs loaned out to the students and staff. Requests have been made for items to be 
purchased for the collection and we have tried to meet all of them for the girls! 
 

We are already looking towards 2019, and planning some ideas for competitions and some 
reading challenges. A survey just went out to the students about magazines and what they would 
be interested in us purchasing for them, so we are doing research on that. 
 

The most popular book to be borrowed in 2018 was The Fault in our Stars by John Green. 
 

The most popular authors to be borrowed by students were: 
1. Sarah J Maas 

2. JK Rowling 

3. John Green 

4. Rick Riordan 

5. Morris Gleitzman. 
 

Classes that borrowed the most resources in 2018 were: 
1. 7 Gold   6. 7 White 

2. 8 Silver  7. 8 Purple 

3. 7 Purple  8. 8 Gold 

4. 7 Blue  9. 7 Silver 

5. 7 Red  10. 9 Red. 
 

A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all students from the Library staff, and have a safe break. 
 

Talei Valucava, Librarian 

From the College Psychologist 
With the end of the year quickly approaching, I wanted to provide details of organisations to 
contact should support be needed over the break. Although Christmas can be a wonderful and 
relaxing time for families, it can also be a time of great stress. If you feel like you or your family 
are struggling over this time, please contact the following services: 
 

 beyondblue – 1300 224 636 – 24-hour information and support line, daily webchat available 
3 pm – midnight and online email service. 

 Parentline – 13 22 89 – telephone counselling and support to parents in Victoria, available  
     8 am – midnight every day. 

 Kids Helpline – 1800 55 1800 – 24-hour counselling and support line for young people aged 
5–25, various webchat hours and email service. 

 headspace – Range of counselling and support services available. 

 eheadspace – 1800 650 890 or www.eheadspace.org.au – phone and online support for 
young people and their parents. 

 CYMHS Box Hill – 1300 721 927 – should you need 
immediate support over the break. Specialist mental health 
service for children and young people up to the age of 25 
years who are displaying symptoms of psychiatric disorder 
or severe emotional and behavioural disturbance. 

 

If you are concerned about support over the holiday break, please contact the 
Counselling Team before 14 December and we can discuss this further – 9890 9097 or 
counselling@sion.catholic.edu.au. 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and restful break over the summer holidays. Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 
 

Sofia, Janine & Lisa, College Counselling Service 

http://www.eheadspace.org.au
mailto:counselling@sion.catholic.edu.au
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90 Deeds for 90 Years Update 
It has been an incredibly busy year in the area of social justice at the College with our initiative 90 
Deeds for 90 Years. We are very proud to announce that in this final week of school, we have 
reached and surpassed our goal of extending a hand of service in the community 90 times. 
Inspired by our tradition inherited from the ministry of Jesus and the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion, 
this project has involved all members of the Sion community, who have contributed to our ongoing 
tally.  
 
We have had students from Year 7 raise money to build toilets at schools in India; Year 8s 
fundraise to provide schooling for girls in Uganda and Sierra Leone; Year 9s pack reusable 
sanitary packs for girls in the Solomon Islands; Year 10s have collected and packed toiletry items 
for men experiencing homelessness; Year 11 Business Management classes ran market stalls to 
raise funds for Sion Day; Year 12s visited asylum seekers at the Melbourne Immigration Transit 
Accommodation detention centre and hosted a Vinnies School Sleep Out. Our dedicated staff 
have volunteered regularly at Ozanam House for their meal service program; our VCAL students 
frequently ran fundraisers such as hot chocolate stalls and sausage sizzles to raise money for 
varying causes; our Learning Resource Centre staff hosted a pop-up book sale to help the Year 
8s with their fundraising goals; and our Languages and Technology faculties ran themed activities 
to help in our fundraising initiatives. Our whole school has been involved in Project Compassion, 
Sion Day, our Alternate Gift-Giving Project and our Christmas hampers for the St Vincent de Paul 
Society. All this and more has contributed to our final total of 93 deeds. 
 
This initiative has truly been a whole-school effort, and we would both like to thank and 

congratulate the entire College community for its involvement in this project. It has been an honour to celebrate the 90
th
 

anniversary of Our Lady of Sion College, Box Hill, with a tribute to our mission of service, justice and faith-inspired action. 
 
Rebecca Bennett and Lucy Miotello 
Social Justice Coordinators 

Domain News 


