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IMPORTANT DATES 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Mon 12 Nov 

 

VCAA Exams 

Year 10 & 11 Exams 

Tue 13 Nov VCAA Exams 

Year 10 & 11 Exams 
 

Year 7 2019 Information Evening 
 

Wed 14 Nov VCAA Exams 

Year 10 & 11 Exams 
 

Sion First Band Concert @ 5pm 

Year 7 Spring Concert @ 7pm 

Louise Humann Centre  

Thu 15 Nov VCAA Exams 

Year 10 & 11 Exams 

Fri 16 Nov Student Free Day 

 

Week A 

Tue 20 Nov Sion Smart Start 
 

String Soiree @ 3:30pm 

Wed 21 Nov Sion Smart Start 

Thu 22 Nov Sion Smart Start 
 

Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 

Fri 23 Nov Sion Smart Start 
 

College Talk & Tour @ 9:30am 
 

Piano Soiree @ 3:30pm 

Week B 

Newsletter 
The Our Lady of Sion College 

1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Tel: 9890 9097  Fax: 9899 1456 

Email: info@sion.catholic.edu.au 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs Tina Apostolopoulos 

College Theme 2018 – Rejoice in God’s Love 

From the Principal 
 

The centrality of love in the Christian tradition is found 
in scripture. You may have heard this story before: 
when asked by one of the scribes, ‘Which 
commandment is the greatest?’, Jesus answers ‘Love 
for God’. Jesus quickly follows this Jewish teaching 
with ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself’.  
 

While we were reminded of this exchange in last weekend’s Gospel, it was the 
recent events that have really emphasised this imperative. The hate crime 
committed in the USA which left 11 dead reminds us of what happens when the 
qualities we would hope to be shown to us – respect and acceptance – are not 
shown to others. The photo in the weekend papers showing a ‘sea’ of people 
from South and Central America seeking asylum is also reflective of a lack of 
compassion and an openness to the other. The recent deportation of Sr 
Patricia Fox, a Sister of Our Lady of Sion who devoted 30 years to supporting 
the marginalised and those without a voice in the Philippines, reminds us that, 
in a hostile environment, it takes courage and action to love others like we 
would hope to be loved.  
 

Recently, the Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission of the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne published Welcoming Each Other: Guidelines for Interfaith 
Education in the Schools of the Archdiocese of Melbourne. As a school which 
exists in a pluralist and multicultural country such as ours, the call to love and 
welcome others like we would like to be loved, regardless of faith, culture, or 
identity, and the work that we already do to welcome and support our students, 
families and staff, will be further enriched by this resource.  
 

The environment of a Catholic school can prepare students to 
think through the challenges of (our) world. It can help them to 
live in a world of diverse cultures, to learn about the beliefs 
and practices of others so as to properly value them, and to 
live respectfully with people of other faiths and no faith.  
(Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission of the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne, p. 6)  

 

We look forward to using the guidelines to deepen our commitment to being a 
welcoming school. In this respect, we recognise the important role we play in 
partnership with our families. 
 
Congratulations 
Of the many highlights enjoyed in recent weeks, the opportunity for our 
students to showcase their performing and creative arts skills was a great 
success. Congratulations and thank you to our students who have entertained 
us with a variety of drama and music performances and to their teachers Mrs 
Bleazby, Mrs Geilings, Mrs Bennett, Ms Heaton, Mrs Rigby-Black, Mrs 
Stancombe and the instrumental teachers for the encouragement and support 
they provide. The standard of performance was excellent and the girls should 
be very proud of their achievement. 
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From the Principal... 

 
Congratulations also to our staff and students on another exceptional Creative Arts and Design Week which showcased 
the inspiring and thought-provoking work created by our students. Held in the Notre Dame Centre, the exhibition was the 
culmination of many hours of dedication by our students supported by our Arts team. Thank you to Miss Borg, Miss Amalfi, 
Mrs Brannan, Ms Davidson, Mrs McLaughlin, Mrs Schwab, Miss Amos and Ms Watts for supporting our students to 
develop their creativity, insight and skills. 
 
We are proud to announce there are five students who have been nominated for the 2019 Catholic Education Week Visual 
Arts Exhibition to be held next year in March. Congratulations to Charlotte Adams (Yr 12), Natasha Palinic (Yr 12), 
Alexandra Hamilton (Yr 11), Megan Green (Yr 10), and Cecilia Clark (Yr 10). A particular congratulations to Natasha 
whose work won the first prize Stoll Trust Award at the recent Box Hill Art show. This is the second year in a row that a 
Sion student has taken out this prestigious award. Congratulations Natasha! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Parents’ Association 
I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to our 2018 Parents’ Association, which has seen an increase in numbers 
this year. Their commitment is reflected in the many events they have supported. A particular thank you to the Office 
Bearers for their dedication to our College: Mrs Adele Pasquini (President); Mrs Debbie Hamshaw (Vice President); Mrs 
Jackie Sloan (Treasurer) and Mrs Jo Reid (Secretary). At this stage, the position of Secretary for 2019 is vacant. Parents 
and guardians are invited to nominate for this role by contacting Fiona Maddern at fmaddern@sion.catholic.edu.au. The 
PA meets once per term and is a great chance to get to know other families and ultimately to support your daughter. We 
hope you will consider this important opportunity. 
 

With every blessing for the fortnight ahead.  
 

Tina Apostolopoulos 
College Principal 
 
 

Natasha Palinic 
(12 Silver) 

Cecilia Clark—Movie 
(10 Purple) 

Megan Green 
(10 Gold) 

Charlotte Adams 
(12 Red) 

Alexandra Hamilton 
(11 Gold) 

mailto:fmaddern@sion.catholic.edu.au
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Deputy Principal  

Faith and Mission 

Remembering others 
Last week, our Year 12 girls (and the girls in Year 11 studying a Unit 3/4 subject) began their VCE 
exams. This week, our Year 10s and Year 11s have begun their end-of-year exams. For all of them, 
we have prayed that God will be with them and that they achieve the results that they deserve. As 
part of these prayers, we have noted how fortunate these girls are to have such a wonderful 
opportunity to receive such a quality education. Not everywhere in the world are females so lucky! 
Therefore, we have given thanks for the peaceful and democratic society we live in and are grateful 
for the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion for establishing this wonderful College where such learning can 
take place. 

 
We do not take this for granted. 

 
Last Friday on All Souls Day, we remembered friends, family, neighbours, who we have known and who have passed 
away, with some members of our community praying and lighting candles in the Chapel for those who have died. 
 
This Friday, we recognise Remembrance Day. Sunday 11 November is Remembrance Day. The day has a special 
significance in 2018 as it marks the 100th anniversary of the Armistice, which ended the First World War (1914–18). 
 
One hundred years ago, on 11 November 1918, the guns of the Western Front fell silent after four years of continuous 
warfare. With their armies retreating and close to collapse, German leaders signed an Armistice, bringing to an end the 
First World War. From the summer of 1918, the five divisions of the Australian Corps had been at the forefront of the allied 
advance to victory. They had achieved a fighting reputation out of proportion to their numbers, but victory had come at a 
heavy cost. They suffered almost 48,000 casualties during 1918, including more than 12,000 dead. 
 
In the four years of the war more than 330,000 Australians served overseas, and more than 60,000 of them died. The 
social effect of these losses casts a long shadow over the postwar decades. 
 
Let us pray: 
Lord God, help us this day to remember the sacrifice of those caught 
up in war, and the generations of men, women and children who have 
died in the cause of liberty and peace. 
 
Help us to remember those who still bear the physical and mental scars 
and disabilities of their service. 
 
Help us to remember the widows, girlfriends, parents and orphans and 
all those who waited in vain for the return of a loved one. 
 
Help us to remember the mateship, agony, courage and compassion of 
war service, but save us from ever glorifying the horror and tragedy of 
war. 
 
Lord God, help us to remember. Amen. 
 
John McInerney 
Deputy Principal – Faith and Mission 

In Remembrance   
Our thoughts and prayers go to Tessa Mutimer (9 Blue) whose grandfather passed away 
recently. We remember Tessa and her family in a particular way at this sad time. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and may your perpetual light shine upon him.  
May his soul and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace, Amen. 
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Deputy Principal  

Learning and Teaching 

Students in Years 10–12 are currently undertaking examinations and while this is a challenging time 
it is also a time to demonstrate learning progress. Year 7–9 students are also engaged in 
assessments that will contribute towards their end-of-semester reports. 
 
Booklists 2019 
The 2019 booklists are now available via the Campion website on www.campion.com.au using 
YPHF as the code; or via the Campion link available on Edumate. 
 
Please note the timeline below: 

 15 November – Year 9–12 booklists due 

 30 November – Year 7 & 8 booklists due 

 10 December – Year 9–12 booklist collection at the College, 3.30–5.30 pm 

 13 December – Year 7 & 8 booklist collection at the College, 3.30–5.30 pm 

 
Please also note that uncollected book packs will be returned to Campion and will not be available at the College 
after the relevant Collection date. 
 
Colours Awards and Academic Awards – Years 7–11 
As we come closer to the end of the year, planning turns to our academic award ceremonies. Please note the dates below 
as previously published.  

 

 Tuesday 13 November – Review of Points Applications close at 4.00 pm 

 Tuesday 20 November – Years 7–11 academic results contributing to academic awards close 

 Tuesday 27 November – Years 10 & 11 Awards Ceremony 

 Monday 3 December – Years 7–9 Awards Ceremony 

 Thursday 6 December – Night of Excellence, 7.00 pm 

 
Please note that: 

 Years 7–11 Awards Ceremonies take place during the school day and parents and guardians of recipients will be 

invited to attend closer to the date. 

 although academic results for academic awards close on 20 November, learning programs will continue with 

assessments after this date contributing to Semester 2 Academic Reports. 

 
I wish all students a productive fortnight ahead.  
 
Michelle Rangelov 
Deputy Principal – Learning and Teaching 
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Deputy Principal 

Student Wellbeing 

Increase in Unwelcome Persons or Vehicles around Schools 
 
We have noticed lately an increase in the reporting of unwelcome persons loitering around 
schools, taking photos or approaching students in the Melbourne area. I strongly encourage 
parents and guardians to discuss with their daughters ways to minimise risk as they travel rather 
than remove their independence by driving them to and from school when public transport is a 
viable option. 
 
Helpful hints to share: 

 Never travel alone; pairs or a group is much safer. 

 Travel home in daylight hours. 

 Don’t travel listening to music with earphones as students will not be able to hear their 

surroundings. 

 Don’t accept a lift (better to go home wet if it is raining than put yourself in harm’s way). 

 You can still ring 000 with no credit. 

 
If your daughter feels unsafe because of the behaviour of others: 

 move away and, if possible, head towards other Sion students or move towards a more crowded place   

 never take an empty street if followed; always go towards a more populated area. 

 
When calling 000: 

 it is best for students to give their name and identify as a student at Our Lady of College 

 explain the concern  

 students should then follow the advice of the 000 operator.   

 
Encourage your daughter to use her common sense but, if she is in any doubt, call 000 and let them decide. Naturally, 
once she is feeling safer a call to a parent is a must. You may feel that this should be the first step but this may delay a 
response from the police if necessary. 
 
Students are also reminded that if something happens on the way to school it is important to let a teacher know 
immediately so that we might contact parents, and police if needed and offer support. While we do not want your daughter 
to feel afraid as she travels to and from school, it is important that students know how to increase their personal safety 
and what to do if they feel unsafe.   
 
Christine Kralj 
Deputy Principal – Wellbeing 
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Year Level News 

Year 7 

With their thoughts on preparation for next year, many students have been enquiring about Year 8 
homeroom groupings for 2018. These will be available on a noticeboard for the students on their 
first day of school next year.  
 
There are a number of factors that need to be taken into account in the development of these 
classes, but ultimately, we group students together with their best interests, and the interests of 
the year level, in mind. One of our main focuses in the compilation of these groups is mixing up 
the homerooms of this year, and often friendship groups as well. We do this intentionally, as a 
way of encouraging the girls to meet new people and foster new social connections, and to 
encourage them to view friendship as a more fluid concept, rather than one rooted in the concept 
of a single ‘group.’  

 
We are aware that many students are already feeling nervous about ‘not having anyone’ next year, but they will be with a 
number of girls from their homeroom this year, so there will be someone that they know, even if it is not someone that they 
are extremely close to. But, just as they did this year, they will make new friends and become comfortable as the year 
progresses. We encourage you to help your daughters to focus more on excitement and possibility, rather than the 
apprehension that may come with any such change.  
 
Please note, we do not take requests for the placement of students into homeroom groups, but please feel free to contact 
myself or the Year 7 homeroom teachers if there is anything we need to know in preparing for next year. 
 
Brianah Walsh 
Year 7 Coordinator 

Year 8 

As we head into the final weeks of 2018 there is excitement in the air, for new summer adventures 
and questions about what Year 9 will be like. While this is an exciting time, I ask for parents and 
guardians to help ensure that students remain focused on their current work and continue 
completing all of their assessment tasks to their best ability. Your daughter is currently working on 
the final assessment tasks for each of her subjects, so this time is essential for her to focus and 
use those study skills we have been working on all year.  
 
The message being presented to Year 8s is to keep working and keep asking for guidance. This 
is not the time to say ‘Oh well, it’s nearly the end of the year, no point changing now’; there is still 
plenty of time to refine work habits, ensure they are using their class time effectively and to 
continue communicating with their teachers. Taking the time to make good decisions when it 

comes to homework and assessments is crucial in forming effective study habits and taking these into Year 9 will be a 
great supportive step. 
 
Below are some homework tips that we have been using throughout the year: 
 

 Communication with your teachers – ask questions! 

 Continue to use your diary to record all test/assessment dates, so you know 

when things are due. 

 While completing homework, do not have your phone with you or your social 

media open, as this is a constant distraction. 

 

ONE GIRL 

I just wanted to pass on a thank you video that ONE GIRL has made for our school community. It makes it all worthwhile. 
Thank you again to all those involved.  
https://bit.ly/2RCJq8y 

 

Michelle Rudd 
Year 8 Coordinator 

https://bit.ly/2RCJq8y
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Year Level News 

Year 11 
Congratulations to our Year 11 students for completing their Unit 2 coursework. I wish all VCE 
students good luck for their exams and to all VCAL students for their work placement. 
 

Please encourage your daughters to ensure they are going into exams prepared and with a positive 
mindset. Good luck for all students who are completing Unit 3/4 exams.  
 

As always if there are any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact your daughter’s 
Homeroom teacher or myself. 
 

Lauren Amalfi 
Year 11 Coordinator 

Year 12 
 
For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare … to give you 

a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 

(Jeremiah 29:11–12) 

 
As I write this article we have students who have completed their Year 12 exams, those who have 
only sat their second exams and then everyone else in between. 
Over the exam period we have been focusing on supporting what is possible and to look beyond 
the complexity of the exam period. Important reminders have included: 

 
 Not getting flustered, keeping emotions in control and understanding that the exam will be challenging but it will be 

ok. 

 Remaining focused on the task at hand, reading the questions carefully and ensuring that the questions are 

answered. 

 Maintaining good, healthy routines for study, sleep, exercise and nutrition. 

 Discussions that allow you to explore all that you have learnt, or to ask that question to deepen your understanding 

and learning. 

 Making the most of opportunities to do the best you can. 

 Keep things in perspective – exams are meant to be challenging, to test you out. But so is getting your license, 

applying for a job, starting a uni course or whatever life holds for you. 

 

Year 12 Valedictory 
Thank you to all families who have been completing the trybooking link www.trybooking.com/YLMH to confirm all details. A 
few quick reminders: 

 All information and payments need to be made prior Monday 12 November at 9.00 am. 

 Tickets need to be purchased for all guests, including your daughter(s). 

 More information will be sent via email in regards to parking and final arrangements the week beginning Monday 19 

November. 

 

And finally, I encourage all community members to read the article from Sofia Stagnitta in regards to ‘schoolies’, offering 
support to both students and families for those who do have plans to celebrate the conclusion of their exam period. 
 
On behalf of the Year 12 Pastoral team we look forward to walking with you each step of the way. 
 
Adam Rieusset 
Year 12 Coordinator 

http://www.trybooking.com/YLMH
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Parent News 

From the College Psychologist 
Schoolies 
Our Year 12 girls have begun their final VCE exams, and in a few weeks they will be celebrating 
the completion of their secondary schooling. Each year, thousands of Year 12 students head off 
to schoolies to celebrate this milestone. While some are travelling only an hour or so away, a lot 
of girls are heading interstate or even overseas. While this is an exciting time for students, it can 
be a time of mixed emotions for parents. It’s normal to be a bit worried with your daughter 
heading to schoolies, so I’ve put together some information and resources to have a look over.  
 

I would suggest that you sit down with your daughter(s) and have a discussion (or another 
discussion) about how to stay safe while they’re away. You may wish to discuss: 

 How and when will they communicate with you? 

 Who are they going with, and what is some contact information for their friends in case you need to contact them? 

 What do they plan on doing – any day trips or tickets they have to functions, festivals, etc.? 

 Staying safe, including an honest conversation about drugs and alcohol, looking out for their friends. 

 What to do in the case of an emergency. 
 

The Queensland Government have put together a few short videos for parents which are worth watching: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmSfFCQhbPM&list=PLBKQVG-H6eWP2zBhUfyApmZYafSXpCBgZ  
 

They have also put together a checklist: www.schoolies.qld.gov.au/resources/schoolies/parents-checklist.pdf  
 

Some information from DrinkWise on schoolies: https://drinkwise.org.au/parents/surviving-schoolies-how-to-keep-your-teen
-safe/#. 
 

There are a lot of resources with important information for parents and also some tips and advice to get through the next 
couple of weeks: 

 https://positivechoices.org.au/parents/schoolies-leavers-week-what-parents-can-do  

 www.schoolies.com/cache/Parents-Guide-Schoolies-Information-Booklet.pdf  
 

There is also a 24 hour, 7 days a week Schoolies Hotline that is available for students and parents: 13 QGOV (13 74 68) 
 

If you have any concerns or would like to discuss any of this further, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with a member of 
the Counselling Team. 
 

Sofia Stagnitta 
College Psychologist 

From the Careers Room 

Students and families can find the Fortnightly Careers newsletter at www.olsccareers.com/?
page=newsletter. 
 

In this fortnight’s newsletter there is information relating to: 

 Upcoming events – Melbourne Computing Summer Camp (MCSC), Monash University – MySci 

program, RSPCA Careers discovery day 

 Career in the Spotlight – Cosmetic Surgery 

 Things to Consider – VTAC key dates, Year 12 Change of Preference period, Accessing VCE 

results 

 Research ideas – Diploma of Screen and Media from Holmesglen Institute. 

Brooke O’Hara, Careers and Pathways Counsellor 

Action is the fundamental key to success.  
       Pablo Picasso. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmSfFCQhbPM&list=PLBKQVG-H6eWP2zBhUfyApmZYafSXpCBgZ
http://www.schoolies.qld.gov.au/resources/schoolies/parents-checklist.pdf
https://drinkwise.org.au/parents/surviving-schoolies-how-to-keep-your-teen-safe/#.
https://drinkwise.org.au/parents/surviving-schoolies-how-to-keep-your-teen-safe/#.
https://positivechoices.org.au/parents/schoolies-leavers-week-what-parents-can-do
http://www.schoolies.com/cache/Parents-Guide-Schoolies-Information-Booklet.pdf
http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter
http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter
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Year Level News 

Science 
Going Green Excursion 
Year 9 Going Green students travelled to the Jock Marshall 
Reserve at Monash University to study the quality of water 
and the effects of drought. 
 

It was interesting to test the water and study the bugs and 
animals found in the water.  
Ella Reynolds, 9 Purple. 
 

We investigated water quality issues and urban waterways. 
It was exciting to study the water samples we collected and 

learn about all the different water creatures and other animals that live at the reserve. 
Jordan Berns, 9 Red. 
 

Being up close and personal with different species of insects and animals was 
incredibly interesting. The fact that we were wading in the water and that there were 
thousands, if not millions, of life forms in the lake with us at Monash University, made 
it a weird but great experience. Grace Pineda, 9 Purple. 
 

We were able to explore an aquatic ecosystem, and discover various organisms that 
inhabit it. The different methods used to test the water were very clever, and I was 
amazed to see how much all those numbers could reveal about its overall quality. 
Katerina Paschalis, 9 Red. 
 

On this excursion to Monash University, the Year 9 Going Green class expanded our 
knowledge on photosynthesis and ecosystems. While walking through the water in 
waders and catching water bugs, we all learnt something new about water chemistry 
and the water bugs. It was a great way to visually experience what we are currently 
learning about in the classroom. Bella Touhy, 9 Purple. 
 

Victoria Stats 
Science Teacher 

Mathematics 
 

TI-nspire CX CAS Calculator orders 
The use of technology as a learning tool plays an important part in our teaching and learning 
program in Mathematics at Our Lady of Sion College. In particular, the graphics calculator plays a 
major role in the development of concepts and enables students to more readily access and 
investigate problems involving mathematical analysis. It is therefore a compulsory item from Year 
10 onwards. 
 

All students studying Mathematics in Year 10, 2019, are required to have their own TI-nspire CX 
CAS calculator. Students and parents can purchase this calculator through the College for students 
of Our Lady of Sion College. We will be selling these for $203.00 (inc. GST). This price includes a 

protective padded case for the calculator, which is highly recommended. These calculators are obtained through Abacus 
Calculators and they come with a three-year warranty (registration instructions on packaging). 
 

Please visit www.trybooking.com/ZDDN to register your order by Friday 16 November. Only orders returned by the due date 
can be guaranteed. Calculators will be distributed once payment has been processed. Students who do not complete the 
order via trybooking will be required to purchase the calculator through a retail outlet such as Officeworks or Campion. 
 

Helen Mulvogue 
Mathematics Learning Leader  

http://www.trybooking.com/ZDDN
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The Arts News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Studio Arts 
On Thursday 1 November, the Unit 2 Studio Arts Class 
travelled to the Hawthorn Town Hall to view the current 
exhibition by local artist Louise Saxton, The Linen Project. 

Using discarded and disinherited linens, Louise Saxton extracts the colourful 
embroideries from the original object and pins these onto tulle. The remaining linens 
have then been sewn together to create new works, many of them installations, that 
grew from her time as an Artist in Residence at Caritas Christi Hospice in Kew.  
This exhibition continues Saxton’s interest in elevating everyday needlework, while 
also celebrating the materiality of linen and 
reflecting on its 
role caring for 
family and 
community.  
 

Creative Arts Week  
The Arts play an instrumental role in preparing our students for the modern working world, teaching critical and creative 
thinking, problem-solving and meta-cognition. The skills that we teach in the classroom every day are the skills employers 
look for in their employees. This mindset is evident in the calibre of the work our students create and the folios of work that 
reinforce their in-depth knowledge and understanding.  
  
Creative Arts Week 2018 was a celebration of all things creative at the College. From Studio Arts pieces to Media films, Art 
pieces and Visual Communication designs, this year’s exhibition had it all.  
 
During the week, we celebrated with Media screenings, Drama workshops, Music performances and the annual Mr 
Squiggle competition, providing every student with the opportunity to involve themselves in the Arts in some way, shape or 
form.  
 
This week would not be possible without the support of a phenomenal team of staff and students working together. I would 
like to thank Beth Reid for her work as Visual Arts Captain for 2018 and to Tiana Guzzardi, the incoming Visual Arts 
Captain for her work in the lead-up to this busy week.  
 
We hope you enjoyed our Gallery Spaces as much as we enjoyed creating the works exhibited.  
 
Natasha Borg 
Arts Learning Leader 
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The Arts News 

As a part of our 2018 Creative Arts Week celebrations the following artworks were nominated in the following categories.  
 
Ella McElroy’s Desperate to Leave was selected as the recipient of the Social Justice award. The following is an excerpt 
from John McInerney’s selection statement:  
 
As part of our College Mission and Vision Statement, our tradition calls us to be 
concerned always for justice, have a hunger for achieving what is right, and inspire a 
commitment to justice. 
  
The plight of refugees in Australia is a very real one and requires us, as a nation, to 
respond. A Christian response also requires us to respond. Ella McElroy’s piece, 
Desperate to Leave, combines the creativity of the Arts with the message of Gospel. 
Catholic Social Teaching proclaims the sanctity of human life and the inherent dignity 
of the human person. Desperate to Leave is a reminder to us all that refugees are not 
merely statistics – they are human people with dignity – and this art piece, through its 
symbol of the life jacket, reminds us of the hope that may come if we respond 
appropriately. I congratulate Ella for bringing alive the core belief of Our Lady of Sion 
College through this piece of art. 
 
Selected for the Kralj award is Anastasia Whitely’s photocopied face, Christine Kralj 
has made this selection, describing the work as ‘beautifully executed and reminiscent 
of the dark and light we all deal with in being “human”.’ 
 
The third recipient we would like to shine our spotlight on this week is our inaugural 
People’s Choice award recipient. This year it gives me great pleasure to present this 
award to Ruby Sullivan for her 70s inspired Shelf design.  
 
 
 

Photocopied face 
Anastasia Whitely 

(10 Red) 

70s Inspired Shelf 
Ruby Sullivan  

(12 Purple) 

Desperate to Leave 
Ella McElroy 

(11 Red) 



12       Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter  |  Edition 17, 9 November 2018 

 

 

 

Music News 
The music department has continued to be very busy in Term 4. We started the term with a String 
Soiree, where our flourishing string department strutted their stuff. It is amazing to see so many 
string players working at such a high standard.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was followed by the launch of Arts Week. We were 
entertained by the OLSC Rock Band while looking through the 
work of Sion’s talented visual artists. Last week, we heard our final 
general soiree, where students from any instrument area were 
welcome to perform. Congratulations to all of the girls for their 
wonderful performances. 
  
We have been very active in the Music Department this term, and 
there is still much more to come. We look forward to see you at our 
Year 7 Spring Concert on Wednesday 14 November at 7pm, the 
Piano Soiree on Friday 23 November at 3.30 pm, and of course 
the Night of Excellence on Thursday 6 December at 7pm.  

 
Joanne Heaton, Director of Bands 

The Arts News 
Natasha Palinic 

(12 Silver) 

This week’s artist is Natasha Palinic, 12 Silver, who has 
been awarded the first prize Stoll Trust Award in the 
student section of the Box Hill Rotary Whitehorse Art 
Show for her painting Love is Stronger than Pride. 
 
Artist Statement:  
Treasure the ones who hold you close; who protect, lead 
and care for you unconditionally. 
 
  

Acrylic and Gold Leaf on canvas. 
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The Arts News 

Drama News  
 

It’s been a busy world for Sion Drama recently! Thank you to all the wonderful Drama 
students who were involved in Creative Arts Week. Three student makeup artists – Megan 
Green, 10 Gold; Jasmine Koutsoheras, 10 White; and Rebecca Hosie, 11 Red – ran a 
lunchtime workshop on Theatrical Makeup, hosted by our new Drama Captain Nina Hughes. 
Thank you to all of the girls who came and participated, there were some great tips!  
 
Our Year 8 roving clowns were a hit at the opening of Creative Arts Week and were met with 
some hilarious reactions from those visiting the gallery. Thank you, girls, for your enthusiasm 
and wonderful performance skills! Also on the evening we ran a number from our 2018 
College Musical, The Addams Family; we were three students short from the original number 
but ever the professional performers, our girls carried on and produced a wonderful 
performance. Their flexibility and ability to improvise was very impressive!  
 
The Malthouse Suitcase Series has been an exciting new performing arts project being run 
this year with some of our Year 9 and 10 Drama students. Students created a piece of 
theatre in reaction to a commissioned script, themed around the topic of climate change. The 
ensemble created a 20-minute piece of non-naturalistic performance work in a very tight 
timeframe, and performed to industry professionals and Drama students from other schools 
at The Malthouse Theatre. The project was an amazing learning experience in a 
professional theatre environment and we hope to continue this opportunity in future years.  
 

The Drama Team 
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Sports News 

Term 4 Weekly Sport results 
Well done in particular to our Intermediate and Junior 
Basketball teams who won all games this week. This is an 
outstanding effort in representing the College. 
 

Senior Basketball 

 Sion finished third in zone 
 

Senior Cricket 

 Sion finished fourth in zone 
 

Intermediate Basketball 

 A Grade: Sion (38) defeated Korowa (31) 

 B Grade: Sion (40) defeated Sacre Coeur (10) 

 C Grade: Sion (39) defeated Sacre Coeur (16) 
 

Junior Basketball 

 A Grade: Sion (24) defeated Camberwell Girls (14) 

 B Grade: Sion (32) defeated Camberwell Girls (10) 

 C Grade: Sion (20) defeated Camberwell Girls(11) 

 D Grade: Sion (19) defeated Camberwell Girls (4) 

Katrina Gurciullo 
Sport Coordinator 

Sports Stars of the Week 
During Term 3, Genevieve Esposito (11 Red) and Bella Fox  
(7 Silver) represented the College at the 2018 Victorian Interschool 
Snowsports Championships at Mt Buller. Both students achieved some 
outstanding results in their respective events. Bella competed in the Division 3 
Snowboard Cross event and came 36th, as well as the Division 3 Snowboard 
Giant Slalom, where she had two clean runs and came 16th of 37 competitors.  
 

Genevieve competed in the Division 1 Moguls event and placed an incredible 
6th of 23 competitors. It was also noted that Genevieve showed excellent 
leadership and school spirit, encouraging Bella and supporting her in her first 
Interschool Snowsports event as a Sion student!  
 

Bella is also representing the College in Junior Cricket this term and her 
coaches have noted her excellent batting and bowling skills, making her a real 
stand-out among this group.  
 

Congratulations Bella and Genevieve!  

Genevieve  
Esposito 

Bella  
Fox 
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Parent News 

Learning Resource Centre 
The Library has purchased a new library management system called AccessIt and we will be 
implementing this over the next fortnight. 
 

AccessIt is a visually modern library system that is used by a large number of Catholic secondary 
schools. It is a moving, interactive database that patrons can engage in and contribute to. All 
patrons can have their own landing page, which they can personalise to their own reading tastes 
and research. Reviews can be written about resources, and published for others to read. This is 
only a hint of what AccessIt will be able to offer the girls. 
 

We will be installing the new system on Monday 12 November, and then training on Tuesday 13 
November. The library will still be open as normal for this time period. We do encourage students 
to have their ID cards with them if they want to borrow, as we will be using a Circulation app. 
 

The LRC staff are looking forward to presenting this new library system to the students. 
 

On Wednesday 14 November, the Library will be closing at 3.30 pm for an important meeting. We 
apologise for this inconvenience, and ask that other arrangements are made for any students who 
normally use the library after school on a Wednesday . 
 

Talei Valucava 
Librarian 

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 

Year 9 iPad Return Process 
Recently students were given two important forms to bring 
home. The first is the iPad Return Form and the second is the 
BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) Guidelines and Agreement 
Form. Both of these forms must be returned to Homeroom 
Teachers by Thursday 15 November. Thank you for your 
assistance with this important task. 
 

Kosta Pagoniou 
ICT Manager 


