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Thanks to everyone who celebrated 
our 90 year reunion at the College in 
May. I was honoured and thrilled to be 
part of such a successful afternoon – 
an amazing turnout of more than 600 
people. There was plenty of chatter, 
laughs, hugs, memories shared and 
stories told. Thank you to the College 
for such a wonderful afternoon.

Our next event on the calendar is a 
social afternoon to relax with some wine 
and cheese (see page 8). We would love 
to see some new faces, so please join us 
for a casual afternoon get together. Past 
students, partners and friends are most 
welcome.

A little while ago I visited the College 
to meet with last year’s Daughter of 
Sion award winner, Heather Divans. 
Heather donated her $500 prize to One 
Girl. Heather learned about One Girl 
when ex-Sion student and co-founder, 
Chantelle Baxter, came to speak about 
the work they were doing. One Girl has 
a mission to educate 1,000,000 girls in 
Sierra Leone and Uganda. 

Heather says she was inspired after 
hearing Chantelle speak and raised her 
hand to be part of the social justice 
program last year, raising money 
through a Bake Sale and Concert. The 
project raised $1573, which is enough to 
educate five girls in Sierra Leone for an 
entire year. Congratulations, Heather.

Mary-Ann Di Ienno, President.
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Where is she now?

At the beginning of the year, we contacted 
the mothers of new Year 7 students who were 
themselves past students, and asked them to come 
in for a photo. During the process, we came across 
one Year 7, Alannah Shelley, whose grandmother 
(Bernadette Shelley, Class of 1964), great-aunt 
(Margaret Coghlan, Class of 1974) and cousin 
(Rachel Coghlan, Class of 1996) had all attended 
Our Lady of Sion. 

We invited the four of them to attend a photo 
shoot, to learn about their memories of the College 
and how it has changed.

We took Bernadette, Margaret, and Rachel on a 
tour of the College, and the women reminisced on 
their days at school. 

Bernadette says her memories are mostly about 
getting into trouble. One day, she put some of her 
mum’s rouge on and came to school. 

‘I ran into Sister Ambrose in the Chapel, and she 
told me in no uncertain terms to go and wash my 
face. I remember we used to get checked at the 
gate and we’d have to kneel on the platform and 
they’d measure if our dresses were long enough. If 
you didn’t have the right attire on you’d get your 
name written down.’ 

Margaret did a Bachelor of Science when she 
finished at Sion. ‘When I was at school we had to 
go to St Leo’s to learn Physics and there were five 
of us and twenty-five of them, and we’d get flour-
bombed every day we’d go. It was a disaster!

‘When I look at the Science labs here, I see Sr Patsy 
Crotty, who taught me Chemistry, and we got to our 
exams and she said, “Well, I’m sorry girls, we didn’t 
quite get through the curriculum.” We still passed!’ 
Margaret laughs.

After starting her career in physiotherapy, Rachel 
moved into international development and currently 
works for Save the Children. She recently applied 
for a PhD researching palliative care in humanitarian 
crises. 

Rachel was College Captain in Year 12 in 1996, 
which meant she did pretty much everything from 
liturgy and running assemblies to creating the 
yearbook, and she said the leadership opportunities 
there set her in good stead for a busy life ahead.

‘I remember one teacher in particular, Mr (Philip) 
Reed, who was hugely encouraging with leadership 
and public speaking. 

‘There was one public speaking competition where 
I got completely lost in my notes and had to walk 
offstage about two minutes in, and somehow he 
managed to console me enough that I returned 
for the next competition a couple of weeks later. I 
think the leadership opportunities I had at Sion set 
me up really well.’

Bernadette says that Alannah has been thrilled with 
her new school, and hopes that her experiences 
here will be filled with happiness. 

L–R: Alannah, Rachel, Margaret and Bernadette

A fortuitous encounter with the Sisters; L–R: Rachel,  
Sr Angela, Sr Mary, Margaret, Sr Patricia and Bernadette
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From the desk of the principal

This year has certainly been a 
celebration of the remarkable 
contribution that Our Lady of 
Sion College has made to the 
lives of thousands of students 
and their families, and to the staff 
who continued the legacy left to 
them by the Sisters. 

The College today would be 
almost unrecognisable to the 
Sisters who established it in 1928. 
Facilities back then were very 
modest: a house and farmland, 

Welcome Back to Sion Day

including the cows that grazed 
where a number of our oak trees 
now stand. No wonder they are 
so healthy!

The Sisters came from Bairnsdale 
to establish the school, so were 
well used to the challenges of 
starting a school from scratch.

News reports from the time tell us 
a great deal about their courage 
and vision.

In 1936, after the construction 
of a new building, Fr Clack the 
PP doubted if many institutions 
would cheerfully face the heavy 
responsibility of a 14,000 pound 
loan as the nuns were doing. 
When he asked one sister how 
much money she had in hand, 
she replied that she had no more 
than two pence. 

He said, ‘you cannot do much 
with two pence’, to which she 
replied ‘God will do the rest’, and 
he did.

Courage and a willingness to 
take risks were the hallmarks 
of the founding Sisters and the 
ongoing commitment of the staff 
who followed them. The result? 
An environment that has ignited 
the dreams of so many young 
women. 

Being part of 90 years of Catholic 
education is a great achievement. 
The work and charism of the 
Sisters are as important today 
as they have ever been. The 
values of compassion, welcome 
and love for the other, and the 
pursuit of justice and peace have 
always been hallmarks of our 
school. Thank you to the many 
past students who joined us for 
Welcome Back to Sion Day. Your 
presence was testament to the 
impact that the College has had 
on your lives. We look forward 
to many more opportunities 
in the future to reconnect and 
reminisce. 

Tina Apostolopoulos, Principal 

What a day! Our reunion event 
for the year was enormously 
popular, with 650 past students, 
staff and guests arriving to toast 
the College and its 90 years of 
history. 

We were delighted to have seven 
past principals of the College in 
attendance (pictured, opposite 
top), chronologically covering the 
years from 1963 through to the 
end of 2015, as well as a number 
of the Sisters present.

Current Principal, Tina 
Apostolopoulos, welcomed 
past students and guests to the 
event with prayer, followed by a 
short history of the College and 
concluding with a toast. President 
Mary-Ann Di Ienno also spoke 
briefly, encouraging all past 

students to update their details 
and to attend one of the Past 
Students’ Association social and 
fundraising events that are held 
throughout the year.

There were a number of activities 
throughout the afternoon, with 
display boards, videos and 
photo slideshows from different 
decades in the College history. 

Self-guided or formal tours of 
the College were available for 
past students to reminisce and 
see what has changed since they 
attended school. Entertainment 
consisted of a number of musical 
items from current students 
and the ever-popular ‘Encores 
Ensemble’, made up of a mix of 
past and present students. 

Memorabilia was sold on the day, 
with mugs, champagne glasses 
and 90th anniversary badges all 
available for purchase. 

The feedback from the day was 
overwhelmingly positive, with 
graduates in attendance who 
had started at Our Lady of Sion 
in the 1930s and 1940s, and at 
least one graduate from every 
graduating class from 1956 and 
onwards. 

Thank you to everyone who 
attended the event for your 
continued support of our College 
and your enthuiasm to catch up 
with old friends. It truly was a 
spectacular way to celebrate.
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Recent events

55 years of Principalship (L–R): Tina Apostolopoulos (2016–present), Karen Jebb (2005–2015),  
April Honeyman (1997–2004), Lucy Molony (1987–1996), Michael Quin (1982–1986),  

Greg O’Callaghan (1977–1981), Pauline Malady (1974–1975) and Sr Patricia Watson (1963–1974).

Premier’s VCE Award
Congratulations to Georgia Jean (Class of 2017, 
pictured with teacher Dale Hunter), who received 
a Premier’s VCE Award for Food Studies. 

Georgia obtained a 50 for Food Studies in 
2017 and was recognised for her outstanding 
achievement at a ceremony on 15 May 2018. 
Well done Georgia!
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From the archives
Memoirs of a Past Principal 
1962 Picnic in Sherbrooke Forest

There was an atmosphere of joyous excitement as thirty-three girls 
and I, their homeroom teacher, set out on our annual excursion, about 
two weeks before the Final Examinations. There had been great 
discussion as to where we should spend the day, not a theatre or the 
beach this year but a picnic, a day where these lovely girls could relax 
together. We had chosen Sherbrooke Forest about thirty miles east 
of Melbourne. It was a beautiful sunny day in late spring, no school 
uniforms but pretty frocks and good walking shoes.

We drew up near a café on the edge of the forest and set out on our 
day of exploration. Our surroundings were magnificent – immense trees 
with great trunks towered overhead and underneath a profusion of tree 
ferns together with native plants. I think we were all in a way intoxicated 
by the quiet peace and beauty around us as we wended our way, 
stopping now and then to look at some wild flowers or to watch the 
birds flitting from twig to twig. The waterfall was beautiful, enhanced 
by the sound of the water falling, gushing out of the basin and trickling 
over the rocks as it disappeared among the foliage and ferns. All too 
soon, the shadows were drawing long and it was time to leave.

The chattering, laughing group piled into the bus, each taking the 
seat they had occupied in the morning. Suddenly there was an 
exclamation: ‘Where is Barbara?’, ‘Kathleen isn’t here either!’ Some 
of the students ran back into the forest, cooeeing loudly. Finally, I 
decided to stay behind with one of the students, Helen Hayes, who 
lived nearby, as the bus driver and other students had to catch their 
respective buses or trains.

Reluctantly I phoned the police. There were reassuring, ‘Two sixteen 
year old girls will be able to look after themselves.’ I gave them the 
Café phone number then remained close by, watching the verge of 
the forest, hoping that the girls would emerge. About forty minutes 
later, though it seemed more like two hours, there was a call from 
the police. The girls had been found. In a short time, Helen’s mother 
arrived to take me back to Box Hill. 
Several teachers were anxious for 
news and were there to welcome 
me. One of them had seen the 
picnickers alighting from the bus 
and she said that they all looked 
so subdued – her expression was: 
‘They looked as though they were 
returning from a funeral’.

That evening Barbara’s father 
brought the two tired girls to see 
me. For a few minutes we just 
hugged one another. They were 
still very upset, feeling that they 
had spoilt the day for the others. 
I knew them too well to think that 
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Embrace life  
beyond Sion

Vale
We remember the following Daughters and Sister 
of Sion and their families in our prayers:

•	 Barbara Mary Rough (nee Rydar, Class of 1947)
•	 Sally Anne Brouwers (nee Hawkins, Class of 

1987)
•	 Sr Kathleen Ryan nds (Sister of Our Lady of 

Sion)
Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in 
peace. Amen.

Mentors Breakfast
The annual Mentors Breakfast was a terrific 
success, with 20 past students returning to the 
College to mentor our Year 12 students in the 
lead-up to decisions about their future pathways. 

We were delighted to have Materials Engineer Dr 
Cindie Giummarra (pictured, Class of 1993) as our 
keynote speaker, sharing her experience of study, 
work and industry with the girls. 

Students sat with past students from industries in 
which they have an interest for further study, and 
were able to ask questions and hear about real 
industry experience over breakfast. A wonderful 
time was had by all. 

If you have expertise to offer our students at next 
year’s breakfast, please contact Brooke O’Hara, 
via email bohara@sion.catholic.edu.au.

they would have willingly caused trouble. They 
showed me their poor feet all grazed from running 
over the rough ground and bumping into rocks 
on the way. They related how it had all happened. 
When we set out for the waterfall they had climbed 
onto a huge tree-trunk lying parallel to the track. 
They ran along it not realising that the track had 
veered to the left and wound around the trees. 
Imagine their consternation when they reached the 
end and could not see or hear anybody! There was 
no sight of the bus when they emerged from the 
forest, nor of any human habitation. They met some 
boys from the Forestry School but did not dare to 
speak to them. Finally they came out at Tecoma. 
Their purses were in the bus so they had no money. 
They went into one house and explained their 
dilemma, but were turned away. 

The woman at the next house was helpful and 
friendly. She lent them money for a phone call and 
a train fare. She offered them a glass of water, but 
warned them to wait for a few minutes to let the 
wrigglers settle. They were so thirsty that they drank 
the water, though not to the dregs.

Next morning, most of the girls arrived early, 
anxious to see Barbara and Kathleen and to hear 
what had really happened. Though they would not 
wish for a repeat of the experience they felt that it 
had drawn them all closer together.

Sister Gerardine (Elizabeth Allmann) 
Principal 1952–1962, pictured opposite, bottom 
right.
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Social Afternoon
Following feedback from past 
students, the committee is hosting 
a Social Afternoon as the final event 
for the year. 

Catch up with other past students, 
provide feedback to the committee 
about what sort of events you are 
interested in attending next year, 
reminisce about the recent reunion 
and meet some new friends.

Tickets are $10 which includes finger 
food, drinks can be purchased at bar 
prices. Past students, partners and 
friends are all welcome and we look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Venue: Enrik’s Restaurant,  
 25–27 Railway Road, Blackburn

When: 8 September 2018, 3.00 pm 

Book: www.trybooking.com/WVXG

Gala Concert
Past students and friends are 
warmly invited to attend our 90th 
anniversary Gala Concert. 

View an Art Gallery featuring works 
from current students, see students 
sing, dance, perform a snippet from 
our recent musical The Addams 
Family, and much more. Tickets are 
complimentary on a first come, first 
served basis, and we would love to 
see past students engaging in what 
will be a very enjoyable night out. 

For queries, contact Ann Day  
aday@sion.catholic.edu.au.

Venue: Robert Blackwood Hall,  
 Monash University, Clayton 
Date:  Wednesday 5 September 2018 
Time:  6.00 pm for Art Gallery  
 viewing and foyer music,  
 7.00–9.30 pm for Concert 
Cost:  Nil 
Book:  www.trybooking.com/WVXB

Stay in touch
Contact us! We love visitors and 
hearing news from our past students. 

We also encourage all past students 
to provide the College with current 
details to ensure our database is up 
to date:

Email: 
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au

Archivist: 
snicholson@sion.catholic.edu.au

Please like us on Facebook for past 
student events and updates: 
www.facebook.com/SionPSA

or for College news and events: 
www.facebook.com/OurLadyofSion

or follow us on Twitter: @SionTweets.

Notices

Can you help?
Can you provide us with any information about this art 
class and the masks being made? 

Contact Sandy Nicholson, College Archivist, at  
snicholson@sion.catholic.edu.au.

2019 events
Following a successful year of events in 2018, the 
committee is looking forward to planning 2019 events 
shortly. 

We will welcome back those celebrating significant 
reunions, and meet you for social events during the year.

If you have any suggestions for future events or feedback 
about recent events, or if you are interested in being 
on a working party for the organisation of future events, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us at  
paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au.

Wishing you and your families a very safe and happy end 
to 2018, and we look forward to meeting you in 2019

Share your news!
We’d love to hear and publish your news. With our new-look magazine we have plenty of room to tell your stories, but we need 
your help to fill the space! Whether it is a recent celebration, a photo with friends or family, or perhaps a significant award or 
milestone, write to us at paststudents@sion.catholic.edu.au.


