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IMPORTANT DATES 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Mon 11 Jun 

 

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tue 12 Jun Year 10 & 11 Exams 

Wed 13 Jun VCE GAT Exam 

Year 10 & 11 Exams 

Thu 14 Jun Year 10 & 11 Exams 

Fri 15 Jun Student Free Day 

(Correction Day) 

Week A 
 

Mon 18 Jun Year 10 & 11 Exam Feedback 

Day 

 

Tue 19 Jun Semester 2 begins 

(all levels) 

 

Educational French Tour 2019 

Information Session  

Miriam Theatre @ 7:00pm 

 

Fri 22 Jun College Talk & Tour @ 9:30am 

Fri 29 June CSEF Government Grant 

Applications close 

Week B 

Newsletter 
The Our Lady of Sion College 

1065 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Tel: 9890 9097  Fax: 9899 1456 

Email: info@sion.catholic.edu.au 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs Tina Apostolopoulos 

College Theme 2018 – Rejoice in God’s Love 

From the Principal 
 

Last week we welcomed Fr Brendan Reed, 
Parish Priest of Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Deepdene and All Hallows Church, Balwyn to 

celebrate our Sion Day Eucharist. Sion Day was also the Feast of the Visitation 
so there were two reasons to celebrate on this day! In his homily, Fr Brendan 
reflected on how Mary and Elizabeth, two young Jewish women, supported 
each other and rejoiced in their impending motherhood, each chosen by God to 
give birth to Jesus and St John the Baptist. Fr Brendan reflected with students 
that both women lived in the challenging times of Roman occupation. They 
lived difficult lives – marginalised in their own country – and yet they were also 
filled with hope for themselves, for their families and for their world because of 
their faith in God.  

Many within our country also suffer marginalisation. Last week was 
Reconciliation Week and students led the school community in remembering 
the injustices suffered by our indigenous community and praying for 
reconciliation.  Many others who have made Australia their home or who 
currently seek asylum in our country have also fled from the challenges of war 
or economic despair. While we do not live in an occupied country, we do live in 
a world where there is great suffering. 
 

We have three distinct parts to Sion day. Firstly we come together to reflect on 
the great story of our faith. Through our Eucharistic celebration we pray and 
express our gratitude to our God for all he has provided us, and like Mary and 
Elizabeth, we commit ourselves to creating a better world through prayer and 
action.  
 

The second part of the day is our carnival which turns our attention to others 
beyond our community. Through our donations of time, goods and money, we 
raise funds for others who do not have the same resources that we enjoy. This 
year, we have committed to supporting the San Luis Lumad Community School 



 

2     Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter |  Edition 8, 8 June 2018 

 

From the Principal... 

in the Philippines. We chose this school because of the connection it has with the Sisters 
of Our Lady of Sion and the great need the school has for resources. Our fund raising will 
help them purchase much needed science equipment, a computer for the classroom and 
the refurbishment of the dormitory where the students live. The 87 students who attend 
this school are a marginalised people. They also come from families who live far from the 
school. They are sent to San Luis by their parents in the hope that they will receive an 
education, learn about their traditional way of life and have a hopeful future. In the days 
leading up to Sion day, students learned about the San Luis school through Sr Joey, a 
Philippina Sister of Our Lady of Sion who visited us. I invite parents/guardians to ask their 
daughters what they have learned about the school. 
 
The final part of the day is our House Arts where the House Leaders and all students 
showcase their performances based on a theme. The 2018 theme – Paint the World with 
Colour – inspired four wonderful stories that aimed to create a more hopeful (colourful) 
world. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all students for sharing their 
ideas and talents in such an entertaining way. 
 
Sion Day 2018 was a true celebration of the values we uphold, values that are grounded 
in scripture and the example of strong and faithful women – Mary and Elizabeth. Through 
our actions of prayer, service to others, and sharing of gifts and talents, we also reflect 
God’s love for our world and express hope for ourselves, our families and for those in 
need. 
 
Parents/guardians may have followed the story of Sr Patricia Fox, the Sister of Our Lady of Sion who has spent nearly 
thirty years supporting the plight of the marginalised in the Philippines. Please pray for Sr Patricia as she works in the 
coming fortnight to appeal her deportation from the Philippines.  

 
This week, our school community sadly lost our dear colleague and teacher, Tom Mifsud. Tom 
joined our community as a senior Mathematics teacher at the beginning of 2017 and soon 
became a well-respected and active member of our school. His gentle manner and clear support 
of our staff and students were greatly appreciated as was his commitment to the Mathematics 
department and the broader life of the College. He always made himself available to his 
students when they needed extra support and encouragement. His experience and expertise 
also ensured that his colleagues benefited from his contribution to team meetings and the 
development of the Mathematics curriculum. 
 
Tom was an inspiration to our community through the way that he gave each person his 
undivided attention and was genuinely interested in our lives. He was a prayerful man of great 
faith and demonstrated inspiring hope in the acceptance of his illness. We remember Tom’s wife 
Penny and his sons Ben and Nat at this sad time. Please pray for Tom and for his family; that 
they will be comforted and strengthened by the love of God and our community. 

 
God bless for the fortnight ahead. 
 

Tina Apostolopoulos 
Principal 

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/ministry/q-sr-patricia-ann-fox-facing-deportation-philippines-53451.
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Deputy Principal  

Faith and Mission 

The Feast of the Visitation. 
Last week, we celebrated Sion Day. The day we chose was 31 May, 
which in the Catholic tradition is recognised as the Feast of the Visitation. 
According to the Tradition, it was on this day that Mary, the mother of 
God, visited her cousin Elizabeth, where both shared the news of their 
pregnancies – Elizabeth would give birth to John the Baptist and to Mary 
would be born Jesus. 

Feast days are an important part of a religious tradition. They are a day of 
celebration, commemorating a saint, a teaching or an event of religious 
importance. They allow us to recall and celebrate the moments we 
treasure most of all. In the Jewish religion, the Feast of Tabernacles, the 
Feast of Succoth, the Passover, and the Feast of Yom Kippur are such 

moments. Likewise, in the Islamic religion, particular importance is given to Feasts such as Eid al-
Fitr – the celebration for concluding Ramadan. 

The past week has allowed our community here at Our Lady of Sion college to celebrate the Feast 
of the Visitation and reflect on why it is still relevant for us today. Being a school established by the 
Sisters of Our Lady of Sion, Mary, the Mother of God, provides us with our inspiration and guidance. 
With a strong commitment to justice, our fundraising on Sion Day was wholly to support the San 
Luis Lamad Community school in the Philippines – a secondary school of indigenous students. How 
fitting for us to celebrate Sion Day on this Feast day and show our love and support for others. 

You may have heard of the recent destruction in Guatemala. There are two Sisters of Sion who 
come from Guatemala. We particularly pray for them, their families and all those who will be 
suffering at this time.   
 

God of Mercy, 

We are sad to hear of the death and destruction caused by the volcanic eruption in Guatemala. 

We pray for those who died in this recent disaster. 

May their souls rest in peace. 

May their families be comforted. 

We pray for the living survivors.  

Be with them God, in this traumatic time, as they try to piece their lives back together. 

May they experience your healing, in their spirits, as well as their bodies. 

We pray for the communities affected.  

May they come together to rebuild and to affirm new life from the ashes. 

Amen 

 
John McInerney 
Deputy Principal – Faith and Mission 

In Remembrance   
Our thoughts and prayers go to Lara Sirianni (8 Gold) and Sophie Chan (12 Blue) whose grandfathers 
passed away this week. Also to Madison Hamilton (9 Silver) whose great grandmother passed away 
recently. We remember Lara, Sophie, Madison and their families in a particular way at this sad time. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and may your perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace, Amen. 
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This week has seen Year 10 and Year 11 students undertake their Semester 1 examinations. 
For Year 10 students it is a new experience and one that can be challenging but also rewarding. 
While there would be many Year 10 students who disagree with that right now, I anticipate that 
after the feedback and having actually tackled the experience, they may come to see that it is a 
worthwhile and valuable learning opportunity. 
 

Taking examinations is not just about the exam itself but a whole range of learning experiences 
that students undertake. There is revision, preparing study timetables, revising content, applying 
it to tasks, practising tasks in timed conditions, actually sitting the papers and then receiving the 
feedback. With all this learning, it is no wonder that it can feel a little overwhelming. As I have 
mentioned before, acquiring content knowledge is only part of the learning process; an equally 
important part of learning is learning how to learn in that particular subject. Anton Chekhov, a 
Russian writer who was a leading playwright of the 19th and 20th centuries wrote Knowledge is 
of no value unless you put it into practice. 
 

What is practice? Practising an instrument or a sport usually come to mind but learning strategies also provide ways of 
practising. Answering questions, practising multiple choice, writing practice short-answer questions, completing maths 
problems, and creating mind maps – these are all ways to actually apply the learning rather than simply trying to ingest 
and retain knowledge. Your teachers are experts in learning how to learn in their subjects. Seek their advice and if one 
strategy does not work try another and another and another.  
 
My wish is that this examination and assessment period is an affirming one for all students. 
 
Looking ahead: Subject Selection – VCE/VCAL 2019 Information Evening 
As we draw closer to the end of Term 2, our planning moves to Term 3 and with it planning for 2019. The subject selection 
process commences with the VCE/VCAL 2019 Information Evening on Wednesday 27 June for students who are 
currently in Years 10 and 11. After a successful evening last year, we are again offering a Careers and Subject 
Expo, with universities and VCE teachers in attendance to answer questions. 
 
A letter to parents will be emailed shortly so please note the date.  
 
I look forward to seeing you on 27 June. 
 
Michelle Rangelov 
Deputy Principal – Learning and Teaching 

Deputy Principal  

Learning and Teaching 

Do you have a daughter currently in Year 5?  

Applications for Year 7, 2020, are now being accepted. 

Families already enrolled at the College still need to submit an Application for Enrolment 
Form for each additional child. If you have a daughter in Year 5, please ensure you submit 
her application for enrolment by Friday 17 August 2018. For all enquiries, please contact 
Mrs Karen Morris, College Registrar, on 9890 9097 or info@sion.catholic.edu.au. 

http://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/_uploads/_ckpg/files/Enrolment%20Application%20Form.pdf
http://www.sion.catholic.edu.au/_uploads/_ckpg/files/Enrolment%20Application%20Form.pdf
mailto:info@sion.catholic.edu.au.
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Deputy Principal 

Student Wellbeing 

Child Safe Standards – Standard 5  
(PROTECT: Identifying and responding to all forms of abuse) 
 

Standard 5 clearly outlines that organisations have a responsibility to promote and provide an 
environment in which children, staff and volunteers are encouraged to speak up when they are 
uncomfortable or concerned. 
 

At Our Lady of Sion College, staff undertake annual training in regards to mandatory reporting 
obligations and the College’s Child Safe Policy supports staff to share concerns about the 
wellbeing of our students. Students who disclose that they are feeling unsafe or being abused, 
are heard, taken seriously and treated with sensitivity and compassion. We respond to all reports 
of suspected abuse in line with our mandatory reporting obligations and work with external 
agencies, such as the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), to ensure that our 

students and their families are supported during difficult times. 
 

By law any adult (not just professionals who work with young people) who forms a reasonable belief that a sexual offence 
has been committed in Victoria by an adult against a child under 16 years of age must report that information to police 
unless they have a reasonable excuse. A reasonable excuse may include fear for safety or where the information has 
already been reported. 
 
If a parent/guardian has a concern, they are 
encouraged to contact the school and speak to one 
of the Pastoral care team or they can call DHHS 
Child Protection directly (East Division intake 1300 
360 391). 
 
Christine Kralj 
Deputy Principal – Student Wellbeing 



6       Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter  |  Edition 8, 8 June 2018 

Year Level News 

Year 7 
This week in Pastoral, the Year 7 students looked at the importance of Helpful thinking and self-
talk. Often students find themselves automatically thinking negatively about situations, which can 
cause significant and unnecessary stress and worry, and affect self-esteem. We completed a 
number of activities, which allowed students to recognise negative thinking and other errors in 
thinking, and then suggest more positive alternatives. We have encouraged the girls to actively 
work to reframe their own self-talk, to more positively respond to situations, and encourage 
families to continue this conversation at home.  
 

Thank you to all students and families who donated jars of lollies for our Year 7 Sion Day Activity, 
the Slide and Win! We had an excellent variety of jars and sugary treats, and the activity was a 
big success with lines outside the door, and a significant amount of money raised. Once again, I 

was very impressed with the generosity and willingness of members of our community to give.  

Brianah Walsh 
Year 7 Coordinator 

Year 8 
On Thursday 31 May we celebrated Sion Day together as a school community, I would like to 
take the time to thank all of the Year 8s for their donations to the Year 8 Raffle. I was 
overwhelmed with the generosity of the year level, it was a lovely to see how involved the girls 
became in our school social justice project. Many girls also offered their time to help prepare the 
raffle and sell tickets and lolly jar guesses on the day. Congratulations to all involved.  
 
The Year 8s are currently in the middle of assessment season and I would like to encourage 
parents and guardians to talk to their daughters during this busy time and to remind them to use 
their planner effectively to record homework and assessment dates. I also encourage students to 
plan out their weeks so they make effective use of homework time.  
 

These are two simple practices that will aid in supporting your daughter’s organisation and efficiency during this busy 
school time. Along with this please continue to encourage your daughter to communicate with her subject teachers, if she 
has questions about the set work.  
 

Michelle Rudd 
Year 8 Coodinator 
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Year Level News 

Year 9 
I’d like to talk about gossip.  
 
It’s important to help students understand that they can hurt someone badly through gossip. 
Psychologist Eileen Kennedy Moore, author of ‘Why Do Girls Gossip?’, offers the following 
advice on the topic: 
 
Reputations can go down quickly, but they’re hard to repair. If you or your child has been 
the subject of mean gossip, you know how cruel words can hurt reputations and feelings. 
Spreading false rumors is a vicious thing to do. Sharing unflattering information or 
judgments about someone is unkind, and sadly, often the weapon of choice among 
adolescent girls …  

 
Urge your child not to repeat mean comments – to the target of the comments or anyone else. That just spreads 
meanness. If she hears a mean comment, she can say nothing and let the rumor die a natural death or say 
something like, ‘Well, I’m sure there’s a good reason why she did that’ or ‘I wonder if that’s what really happened’, 
or even ‘Hmmm, she seems to like you’. 

 
This all closely ties in with the Term 1 English text Destroying Avalon. Students have been encouraged to ‘THINK’ before 
they speak. They need to ask themselves:  
 

 Is what I am about to say True?  

 Is it going to Help anyone?  

 Is it Important or Necessary for me to contribute it?  

 Is it Kind? 

If the answer to any of these questions is no, this is where students can 
really decide whether the information, or gossip, needs to be passed on 
at all. Hopefully, your daughter can approach these situations in a positive 
and mature way as they do their bit in helping to continue to create a 
stronger community among the year level. We have to work together to 
replace the idea that gossip is ‘just what girls do’, because we should 
never have to accept that upsetting, alienating or hurting another person 
is a necessity of adolescence. 
 
This week’s Pastoral lesson was on working in teams. It is through 
working together that as a group we can maintain a safe and productive 
learning environment. Everyone has a part to play. 
 

Jac Canning 
Year 9 Coordinator 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/blog/growing-friendships/201401/why-do-girls-gossip
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Year 12 
Over the past two weeks our Year 12 cohort has been leading the College in many events, with 
Sion Day, House Performing Arts, GSV weekly sports and the GSV Cross Country Championship 
Day. 
 

With each event they have embraced all challenges and have led by example both through word 
and in action, to show the younger year levels what is possible if like-minded people work together 
to produce the best possible result. 
 

Year 12s are encourage to continue to establish good routines that allow them to develop lifelong 
habits. 

 
‘6 tips for surviving Year 12’ from Youth Central offers ideas essential to ensuring that a holistic approach to study is 
maintained: 

 Balance is important. 

 Don’t compare yourself to others. 

 Find your own best way to study. 

 Actually try in the GAT (no really – try). 

 SACs are intended to prepare you for exams. 

 Don’t stress too much. 

Late Term 2 can also present challenges around motivation. Creating and maintaining a successful study timetable is one 
way in which all students can help maintain motivation. Just as important is that once the timetable has been developed, 
family members help to keep you accountable. 
 

Three resources that might help families navigate what is possible when it comes to ensuring that good study habits and 
routines are developed and maintained are:  
 

 https://austudent.elevateeducation.com/media/books-planner/study-timetable 

 https://www.triumphtutoring.com.au/how-to-create-a-study-timetable/ 

 http://this.deakin.edu.au/study/13-simple-ways-to-study-more-effectively 

 

On behalf of the Year 12 pastoral team I look forward to working with all Year 12 family members over the next two weeks. 
 

Adam Rieusset 
Year 12 Coordinator 

Year Level News 

https://www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/study-and-training/high-school/6-tips-for-surviving-year-12
https://austudent.elevateeducation.com/media/books-planner/study-timetable
https://www.triumphtutoring.com.au/how-to-create-a-study-timetable/
http://this.deakin.edu.au/study/13-simple-ways-to-study-more-effectively
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Notre Dame 
 
GAT – Wednesday 13 June 10.00 am – 1.15 pm 
The General Achievement Test (GAT) will take place on Wednesday 13 June. All students 
completing a VCE Unit 3/4 subject or a scored VCE VET Unit 3/4 sequence are required to 
complete the GAT. 
 
The GAT will be situated in the Notre Dame Centre. We have asked that students be at school at 
9.00 am on the day of the GAT and sign in on class lists as they enter student reception and then 
meet upstairs in the Notre Dame Centre. 
 
 

What is the GAT? 
The General Achievement Test is a test of general knowledge and skills in: 
 

 written communication  

  mathematics, science and technology  

  humanities, the arts and social sciences.  

 
Because it is a general test, no special study is required for the GAT. Students will already have done preparation for the 
GAT in past study of subjects like English, Mathematics, Science and History, where they have built up general knowledge 
and skills in writing, numeracy and reasoning. 
 
Students can gain an idea of the questions by looking at previous GAT papers and are encouraged to familiarise 
themselves with the types of questions. 
 
Why do students have to do the GAT? 
The GAT is an essential part of the VCE assessment procedures. Although GAT results do not count directly towards a 
student’s VCE results, they play an important role in checking that school-based and external assessments have been 
accurately assessed, and in calculating Derived Examination Scores. 
 
How is the GAT used? 
The Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority (VCAA) will use students’ GAT scores as a basis for: 
 

 contributing to statistical moderation of school-based assessment results  

 checking the accuracy of external assessment marking  

 calculating the Derived Examination Scores.  

 
It is important that our students are aware of the importance of the GAT and have an understanding of how these scores 
are ‘used’ by VCAA. Over the last few weeks the Scheduled Program sessions explored the requirements of the GAT and 
practice questions. Students have received a brochure explaining the GAT, VCAA rules for examinations and an 
explanation of GAT results. The brochure can also be accessed via  
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/GAT/GATbrochure.pdf. 
 
2018 VCAA Examination Timetable 
The 2018 VCAA Examination Timetable has been released and can be viewed at  
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/exams/timetable.aspx#timetable. 
 
Clare Kelly 
Senior Learning Leader 

Year Level News 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/GAT/GATbrochure.pdf
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/exams/timetable.aspx#timetable.
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Domain News 

Apps to help with exams and the commencement of Semester 2: 
Best app for … getting organised  
Wunderlist 
Whether you’re planning your whole week or a group assignment, 
Wunderlist helps you keep track of what needs to get done through 
separate to-do lists, which you can tick off as you go. 
Share lists with others, set handy reminders and sync the app between your phone and laptop to access your lists 
anytime, anywhere. 
 

Best app for … unwinding 
Calm 
Worrying about looming deadlines? Fretting over exams? Calm is a meditation app to help you relax, focus and sleep 
better. Recommended by leading psychologists and mental health experts, it helps to reduce anxiety and de-stress. 
 

Best app for … distraction-free study   
SelfControl 
Distracted by Facebook? Constantly checking your Twitter feed? Endlessly scrolling Instagram? If you’ve answered yes to 
any of these, then for the sake of your assignments, you need SelfControl. 
 

A perfect app for procrastinators, it blocks access to any websites you blacklist, for any specific period of time. Until then, 
you won’t be able to access the sites, even if you restart your computer or delete the app. Chrome users can also try the 
similar app, StayFocusd. 
 

Best app for … sleeping after screen time 
f.lux 
Research shows that exposure to blue light from devices at night may affect your natural sleep pattern, delaying it by 
around an hour. So, if you find it hard to fall asleep after working on your computer or being on your phone, f.lux is for you. 
 

By changing the evening screen display on your computer to warm, not blue, f.lux helps you fall asleep peacefully at lights 
out. Use f.lux for your computer or iPhone – or download the similar app, Twilight, for Android. 
 

Source: Deakin University 
 

We encourage all family members to continue to use all technology wisely. 
 

Elizabeth Sprague (Year 10), Annie Squires (Year 10), Amelia Webb (Year 10), Matilda Davey (Year 8) and Hayley 
Sprague (Year 8) – Student Digital Technology Leaders 

Students and families can find the fortnightly Careers newsletter at  
www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter.  
In this fortnight’s newsletter there is information relating to: 

 

 Upcoming events – RMIT Apply Swift holiday program, Back to Basics seminar, Gap year with 
Lattitude, Swinburne Design opportunity 

 Career in the Spotlight – Real Estate 

 Things to consider – My Melbourne Future series, Monash Inside seminar 

 One for the diary – Tertiary open days, VTAC Information Evening, DeakinInspire program 

 Research ideas – STEM Hub, Property vs Construction. 
 

Brooke O’Hara 
Careers and Pathways Counsellor 

From the Careers Room 

Don’t worry about being successful but work toward being 
significant and the success will naturally follow. 

 Oprah Winfrey 

https://www.wunderlist.com/
https://www.calm.com/
http://selfcontrolapp.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/stayfocusd/laankejkbhbdhmipfmgcngdelahlfoji?hl=en
https://justgetflux.com/
http://www.olsccareers.com/?page=newsletter
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Languages
The Language Perfect World Championship has concluded, and the results achieved by our 
students are excellent. The Championship took place over a ten-day period during which our 
Chinese, French and Italian students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 were awarded points for their 
efforts in learning vocabulary and completing reading, writing and comprehension activities in their 
language. 
 
At the end of the competition, prizes were awarded on the basis of the number of points achieved. 
Our students won one elite (10,000 points or more), two emerald (5,000 points or more), three 
gold (3000 points or more), one silver (2000 points or more), seven bronze (1000 points or more) 
and twenty credit awards (500 points or more). 
 

Prizewinners:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awards: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Credits went to Heather Divens, Holly Richmond, Amelia Corelli, Adelyn Chien, Dana Van Der Horst, Jasmine Theuma, 
Emilia Mitropoulos, Isabella Muling, Eve-Lynn Liao, Lara Sirianni, Abbey Meagher, Jianing Ji, Caitlin Gorry, Elise Shepherd, 
Larissa Hogg, Jasmine Liang, Jasmine Young, Julia Nikopoulos, Wendy Gao and Brittany Quach. 
 

Special congratulations to Sophie Chan for her efforts as the highest point scorer at Our Lady of Sion for two years in a row. 
Sophie will receive a $30 iTunes voucher and a gift. Lily Sedawie and Maryam Fulton will receive a $20 iTunes voucher 
each. They will also receive a certificate at the Year Level Assemblies. 
 

Congratulations to all of our students who participated in this competition and achieved excellent results. Some of the 
students wish to share their view on the use of Language Perfect: 
 

‘This is so much fun!’ Isabelle Heath (learning Italian) 

‘It helps me learn and revise the days/months of the year!’ Emerald Scanlon (learning Italian) 

‘I love how if we get something wrong it tells us the right answer.’ Ava Leonard (learning French) 

‘I like education perfect because I can learn in a way that is interactive by myself or with others and it lets me learn things in 

an enjoyable way!’ Elise Hosie (learning Italian) 

‘Helps me in Chinese tests.’ Rosie Smith (learning Chinese) 

‘This was an awesome exercise that really improved my knowledge of Italian numbers from 1–100.’  

Zara Harris (learning Italian) 
 

Gail Amato 
Languages Learning Leader 

Domain News 

Sophie Chan  
(10,000 points, Elite Award)  

Lily Sedawie  
(5,333 points, Emerald Award)   

Maryam Fulton 
(5,285 points, Emerald Award) 

 Matilda Davey (Gold Award) 

 Brisna Paulcy (Gold Award) 

 Judy Lin (Gold Award) 

 Olivia Hatzidakis (Silver Award) 

 Anna Tainton (Bronze Award) 

 Tobey Sumarno (Bronze Award) 

 Elise Hosie (Bronze Award) 

 Cecilia Clark (Bronze Award) 

 Agnes Kock (Bronze Award) 

 Kiara Fonseka (Bronze Award) 

 Sarah Zhang (Bronze Award). 
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Humanities 
Phillip Island Field Trip 
How important are our global connections and principles of sustainability in Australia? A recent field 
trip to Phillip Island explored the importance of tourism to Phillip Island, finding out who visits the 
Penguin Parade and other sites on Phillip Island and how to manage tourists to maintain our 
environment and ensure visitors continue to have a wonderful experience.  
 

The day involved a stop at San Remo to view the resources there and the pelican feeding area, then 
on to Cowes to see how this town supports tourists and what developments are in place, and finally 
to the Nobbies and the Penguin Parade. The park ranger gave an interesting presentation on 
tourism and the impact on the nature reserves in Phillip Island.  
 

I had such a fun day in Phillip Island! I learnt a lot from the excursion including 
tourism in Cowes, what you should and shouldn’t be doing at the Penguin 
Parade and the history of how the Penguin Parade started.  
Chloe Bettis (9 Red) 
 

The 3 things I learnt at Phillip Island were: 
1. What time Penguins come out 

2. How many Seals go on the rocks at the Nobbies 

3. How many people visit Phillip Island every year. 

Kate Steward (9 Blue) 
 

I learnt about the strong impact that tourism has on Phillip Island. Learning 
about all of the harm that tourists do to their environment and the community 
has made me second guess the amount of holidays that I would like to go on.  
 

I learnt that Phillip Island really is the Number 1 tourist destination in Victoria. It is the home of the Penguin Parade, the 
Nobbies, Cowes, San Remo, the Koala Conservation and so much more. There are so many things to do and places to see 
when you are down there. I discovered lots of information about seasonal tourism which I didn’t know much about before 
visiting Phillip Island. I learnt that seasonal tourism is a time period where tourists don’t visit a place because of the weather 
or availability. While Phillip Island is popular in Summer, it is affected by seasonal tourism in Autumn and Winter.  
Bianca Stagg (9 Gold) 
 

I had such a great day at Philip Island. I learnt that most of the shops in Cowes don’t open till Friday in the off season. I 
learnt that there is a big impact on Cowes and Philip Island in general when it turns cold because no one wants to come 
down when it is really cold, especially people who live in Melbourne and know how cold it can get. I enjoyed the walk at the 
Nobbies because it was great to walk around and look at the amazing view and sometimes the odd penguin that was in one 
of the nesting boxes. Maddie Warren (9 Red) 
     

Model United Nations Assembly Rotary breakfast presentation 
Last week our two MUNA Teams (Claire McManus, Charlotte Davey, Imogen 
Bonaccorsi and Paris Mansell) attended the Box Hill Central’s Rotary 
breakfast to share their experience of MUNA 2018 with the Rotarians and 
thank them for their support in sponsoring their participation in this event.  
 

The girls spoke beautifully and their intelligence and awareness of current 
world issues was evident in their responses to the many questions the 
Rotarians had for them. The Rotarians were delighted to learn that our 
students had fostered so many connections with like-minded students from 
other schools through the MUNA event and that they had already caught up 
for pizza since meeting each other at Parliament in early May. The girls all 
agreed that participating in MUNA had been an amazing experience that they 
will remember for a long time to come.  
 

Note to Year 10 students: I will be calling for expressions of interest for MUNA 2019 in Term 4 this year so please consider 
this wonderful opportunity.  
 

Sarah Chalmers 
Humanities Learning Leader 

Domain News 
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Learning Resource Centre 
The National Simultaneous Storytime event occurred in May, the annual occasion organised by 
ALIA (Australian Library and Information Association) when numerous schools and libraries read a 
selected Australian picture book aloud, to promote reading, literacy, fun, books, Australian authors 
and publishers, library activities, and family and friend involvement. 
 
This year’s picture book is Hickory Dickory Dash by Tony Wilson, and illustrated by Laura Wood. 
The Year 7s were invited to participate in their Wide Reading sessions in English, reading this book 
and taking turns playing the different characters. The College was one of 1,062,230 schools that 
participated Australia-wide. Thank you all for your participation. 
 

 

Talei Valucava 
Librarian 

Science 
Nine very lucky girls were part of an Australia wide livestream with Professor Brian Cox. The girls 
from Years 9 to 11 spent an hour listening to Professor Cox answering questions about astronomy 
and cosmology from schools throughout the country. His answers were detailed and insightful, 
giving the girls a wealth of knowledge and proposing possible career choices for the future. 
 
Professor Cox also explained that in order to be a great scientist you need to learn the language of 
Mathematics, ‘Practice your maths so that you get better. As Einstein said, “When I was younger, I 
was no Einstein”. Even he had to practise his maths.’ 
 
What a great opportunity for these students. If you would like to see the recorded stream please 
click here.  

 

Cassie Marsden 
Science Learning Leader 

Domain News 

https://education.australiascience.tv/in-class-with-brian-cox-2018/
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Music 
Nurture Concert  
The Music Department strives to imbue a passion and appreciation for listening, playing and 
performance. Opportunities such as the recent Nurture Concert provide a host of invaluable 
learning experiences. From preparing an extended program of works and performing in the public 
domain, to listening to the fabulous Grainger Wind Symphony and ‘sharing the chair’ in a 
combined performance, our students will cherish and grow from this fruitful musical exchange and 
be inspired to continue sharing the joy of music-making well beyond Year 12. The opportunity to 
workshop with a ‘real live’ composer, especially one of the calibre of local Edward Fairlie, was 
also extraordinary. 
 

The Nurture Concert was an amazing experience. It was really enjoyable being able to sit next to 
a professional who knew exactly how to play every song and was able to teach us different strategies on how to learn. It 
was eye-opening, seeing how the Grainger Wind Symphony could play and how much they enjoyed themselves in the 
process. It was a lot of fun! Chelsea Hubbard, 9 Purple 
 

Performing alongside the Grainger Wind Symphony has been a highlight of my year with the Senior Concert Band; the 
sounds they made with each other were incredible, and the sounds that the band were able to make with them were big 
and bold. It definitely gave me inspiration for how to recreate that same musicality in my own playing.  
Bianca Gaudion, 11 Gold  
 

The Nurture Concert was an amazing experience to interact with other musicians. The preparation process and the 
performance allowed me to grow as a musician and watching an ensemble as amazing as the Grainger Wind Symphony 
was an experience I will never forget. Emily Wans, 11 White 
 

It was rewarding to play beside older musicians and learn they aren’t all that different from us, fascinating to hear the 
confidence they played with, and fun meeting their interesting personalities. I can’t wait to meet them again one day.  
Kailynn Menzies, 10 Red 
 

Thank you to the Grainger Wind Symphony, Edward Fairlie and our ever-supportive families! 
 

James Le Fevre 
Director of Bands 

The Arts News 
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Nina Hughes 

Isabelle Welstead 

 
The Melbourne Strings Ensemble is a youth orchestra comprised of 
students aged 11–20, who are above Grade 8 AMEB level. Led by Fintan 
Murphy, MSE aims to encourage and inspire young students through a 
range of challenging musical experiences, including a biannual 
international tour. This year we travelled to Switzerland, Germany and 
Austria! 
 

Our first stop was Zurich, Switzerland, where we collaborated with the 
Zurich Youth Symphony Orchestra for a Mozart concert. At the Tonhalle 
Maag Hall, we performed approximately 20 pieces which were 
accompanied by a narration of Mozart’s life. We also performed our own 
concert at the Musikschule Konservatorium, the main music school of 
Zurich. Other activities included visiting the town of Lucerne, and attending 
a concert with the Argentinian cellist Sol Gabetta.  
 

Our next visit was Stuttgart, Germany, where we joined forces with the 
Youth Chamber Orchestra. We performed the famous Barber Adagio 
under their conductor’s lead, at the Mozart hall of the Liederhalle. We 
learnt so much from his expertise and experience! A personal highlight for 
me was the day trip to Strasbourg in France, and a viola masterclass with 
Lydia Bach, a descendant of J.S Bach the revolutionary composer himself.  
 

Our next stop was Munich, where we participated in walking tours and took 
a day trip to the famous Neuchwanstein Castle, as well as attending a Wen 
Sin Yang concert, another famous cellist who we were lucky enough to 
have a masterclass with the previous day. We spent only 2 nights in 
Salzburg, the home of ‘The Sound of Music’, as well as the birthplace of 
Mozart. We took a day trip to the small town of St Wolfgang, which was 
absolutely stunning, the highlight of the entire trip. Our last stop was 
Vienna, where we saw Turandot, the opera, in the Vienna State Opera 
House. At the end of an intense study tour, this beautiful opera turned out 
to be a very emotionally moving experience for us all. 
 

It was an amazing experience I will never forget, and I have grown so 
much as a musician from being immersed in such a musically and 
culturally significant part of the world! 

Principal cast member in this year’s musical of The Addams Family, Nina 
Hughes (Gomez), has designed a wonderful poster to promote the 
musical. Nina has done a terrific job at capturing some of the iconic 
images from The Addams Family in her design. Along with the help of 
Miss Borg, Nina has created a captivating yet spooky design for us to use. 
Well done to Nina and thank-you for sharing your wonderful talents with 
the school community. 
 
Nina must be congratulated for her vocal leadership in the CVE and as a 
soloist in the Senior Concert Band’s Nurture concert, where she also 
played trombone. This was a stunning performance and added a touch of 
class to the afternoon.  
 
Tickets for the show 
Tickets for this year’s The Addams Family have now gone on sale. You 
can make your bookings via trybooking to secure your seats for this 
wonderful show. Get in fast before they sell out!   

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=362614&
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Sports News 

Cross Country – Championship Carnival 
We are immensely proud of all the girls who 
have been involved in cross country this year. 
With 61 girls dropping into training sessions 
over the past term, our numbers have been 
astonishing and all girls should be congratulated 
on their dedication to training. 
 
The early starts paid off at our Championship 

Carnival last Friday. This was the first time this year that we had run in Bundoora 
Park, so with a new track, and 23 other GSV schools, we took to the track.  
 

The results  
Every single girl who participated in a previous carnival improved her time in 
Bundoora, with improvements between 5 seconds and 2 minutes 50 seconds. 
There were 10 Top 10 results across all races and 25 inside the top 50.  
 

Sion placed 3rd in Division 2 and 9th across all schools, something we had aspired 
to all season and was great to achieve.  
 

There were also some amazing individual performances, so congratulations to: 
 

 Charlotte Ferns, who finished 1st in the Intermediate B Group, in 

Division 2  

 Jorja Livingstone, who finished 8th in the Intermediate A age group, 

in Division 2  

 Tess Mitchell, who is to be especially congratulated on qualifying for 

the GSV Cross Country Team after placing 1st in the Senior race, and 

being the fastest runner at the meet across all divisions. 

We are really thankful for every person willing to run cross country on Friday and 
participate throughout the season. We hope that every girl can be proud of their 
achievements and continue cross country next year.  
 
Tess Mitchell and Maddie Daws 
Cross Country Captains 

 
Weekly Sport Update 
Our Netball and Hockey teams have had a successful term thus far, with some excellent results to 
date. 
 

While our Hockey teams have not progressed to finals, they continued to improve their skills over the 
season and learnt a lot in the process, playing some very tough teams. 
 

Our Netballers have again had great success, with both Senior teams making it through to finals. Our 
Senior B team played a very tough first finals round against Lauriston and were unfortunately 
defeated. They then played two further matches to determine their final ranking, defeating Korowa in 
their next match and then going on to beat OLMC, finishing fifth in a very large division. Our Senior A 
team faced Toorak College in their opening finals clash, winning by four points. They went on to play 

the Semi Final against Genazzano FCJ College. In a very tightly contested match, Genazzano’s early lead unfortunately 
was too difficult to overcome and the team went down by four points, finishing in third place. 
 

Our Intermediate A and C teams have also progressed through to finals, with the B team missing out only by percentage. 
Our Junior netball teams still have one more round to complete prior to finals, however our top 6 teams are currently 
undefeated, holding us in good stead moving forward. We wish all teams the best of luck in finals! 
 

Katrina Gurciullo 
Sports Coordinator 



17       Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter  |  Edition 8, 8 June 2018 

House News 

House Performing Arts  
After a wonderful Mass where the school celebrated the Feast of 
the Visitation, and the Carnival raising money for the San Luis 
Lumad community in the Philippines, we held the 2018 House 
Performing Arts, a truly wonderful celebration of acting, dancing, 
music-playing, and camaraderie between the Houses. Each 
House was given the task of creating a musical narrative based 
on the theme Fill the World with Colour.  
 
Carmel presented the story of a dentist who was led around the 
world of candy by the Candyman. On this journey he met an 

M&M, a Skittle and a Banana lolly. They each tried to convince the dentist that lollies 
can bring colour to our world. 
 
Fatima portrayed the story of contestants on The Bachelor who tried on their 
hometown visits to paint the world with the colour of love, red! Firstly, Santa Claus 
went back to the North Pole, then Harry Potter went to the United Kingdom, then Troy 
Bolten visited his Wildcats in the USA.  
 
Loreto won the House Performing Cup with their story of Loretta the Leprechaun of 
Greenland, who kept stealing coins from everyone, causing the rainbow that holds 
their nation together to be destroyed. Mother Nature sent Loretta on a journey to learn 
different lessons that taught her to earn and not steal coins. Through this journey the 
rainbow was fixed and the people of Greenland lived happily ever after.  
 
Lourdes presented Dr Phil’s World Tour. He toured the world to promote the message 
to Colour the World with Phil! He met pop sensation Taylor Swift, Aussie icon 
Shannon Noll, and then finally Gordon Ramsey and Simon Cowell.  
 
Special congratulations to the House Captains who wrote, choreographed and 
directed their performances. They did a wonderful job working with House members. 
Further, a special thanks to all the staff who helped mentor the Captains, and 
provided supervision at the lunchtime rehearsals.  
 
Later this term we look forward to the Cupcake 
Competition. Details to be placed in the Student 
Bulletin in Week 9 ready for the Competition in 
Week 10.  
 
Siobhan Taylor 
House Coordinator 

Sports Stars of the Week 
Brianna Clark of Year 10 is this week’s Sports Star. Bri 
has been nominated to represent the Yarra Junior 
Football League in a match against the AFL Goulburn 
Murray Academy. She will play this match in Shepparton 
on Friday 6 July. This is Bri’s third season of football and 
this selection comes after her team also took out last 
year’s Premiership. Bri is extremely excited to be 
participating in this game and we wish her all the best!  



 

18     Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter |  Edition 8, 8 June 2018 

 



 

19     Our Lady of Sion College Newsletter |  Edition 8, 8 June 2018 

 

Our Lady of Sion College Parents’ Association  
warmly invites members of our Year 8 & 9  

community to the Year 8 & 9 Parents’ Dinner.  
 

Friday 15 June 2018, 6:30 pm 
Mythos House Greek Restaurant 
11-13 Victoria Street, Doncaster 

 

Set Banquet  
$35.00 per head (normal cost $49.00 per head – $15.00  

has been subsidised by the Parents’ Association) 
(drinks available at bar prices / BYO Wine)   

 

Bookings Close 9:00pm, Wednesday 13 June 2018 
Please note no bookings can be accepted after this time 
 

Bookings www.trybooking.com/VLYI 
  
Enquiries Athy Paschalis – 0439 356 889 

 Jo Reid – 0407 870 030 

Year 8 & 9 
Parents’ Dinner 

http://www.trybooking.com/VLYI
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www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

