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α, in Greek, is defined as the beginning of everything and the first in 
any sequence. In astronomy, it designates the brightest star of every 
constellation; in entrepreneurship, it demonstrates the earliest phase 
of powerful ideas. Since inception, our fund has nurtured a tradition 
of seeking for the most talented, hungry entrepreneurs with 
boundless vigor for their category-defining ideas.



As 2020 marks the second decade since our founding, to pay back 
the university alumni community where we rooted in, and to keep 
hunting and supporting the best entrepreneurs in the field, we are 
launching our Alpha Program to empower the most passionate and 
serious early-stage ideas for top entrepreneurs from all our partners' 
alma maters. The program exists to expand TSVC’s vision of 
supporting entrepreneurs who hold unique insights and solid 
industrial expertise turn their ideas into disruptive ventures through a 
$150k seed funding, funded initially by the two founding partners of 
the program—TSVC and SAF.
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About the Program

This is not a legacy accelerator program. We carefully select the cream of the crop in the 

alumni community and foster innovations that are too early and risky in the 

proof-of-concept phase to demonstrate their business values. Alpha Program will bridge 

that chasm and fuel the last step toward innovation for entrepreneurs coming from our 

alumni community. There is no fixed duration for the program and we accept applications 

on a rolling basis. Once you join the Alpha Program, you will always be part of the TSVC 

family, and will receive a wealth of guidance and support from partners and alma maters 

throughout various stages of your company.
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From ideation to proof-of-concept, we will fund the initial $150k 
investment and ask for a 6% stake in your company.



Entrepreneurs will have access to the program’s accomplished alumni 
advisory board. The advisors graduated from the same high-caliber 
schools as you and had the same powerful ideas as you do. Most of 
them have made more than $100M exits in the venture world, and they 
are well-prepared to share their experience and provide guidance on 
your journey.



As the Alpha Program targets companies in earlier stage than our 
typical portfolio companies, TSVC will hold 2-3 customized coaching 
sessions within the first three months to share knowledge in initial 
value positioning and GTM strategy to fully prepare entrepreneurs for 
future rounds of funding.

Funding

Alumni Advisory Board 


TSVC Office Hours 


Some great ingredients of the program:
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Who is Eligible for the Program
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	•	You have innovative deep tech ideas (we are industry-agnostic) 


	•	You have been thinking about and tinkering with your ideas for 
more than 1,000 hours, and will seriously commit and execute when 
you get your first check (The idea can be a side project during the 
evaluation period but once you are part of the Alpha Program, you 
must be fully committed for the venture) 


	•	At least one of the founding team members is from the TSVC 
founding team’s alma maters (Tsinghua University, Peking University, 
University of Science and Technology of China, Shanghai Jiaotong 
University, etc.), or the founding team’s parents or grandparents are 
from the listed universities. We will consider applicants outside of 
those alumni communities only if you have a referral from one of the 
universities’ outstanding alumni 


	•	The company will be incorporated in the US
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The Application Process
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www.tsvcap.com
info@tsvcap.com

How to Apply



  
 

The Alpha Program accepts applications on a rolling basis. Please 
allow up to 2 weeks of processing time upon your application’s 
submission. We will reach out to you for an initial pitch meeting if you 
are selected for a first round interview, followed by a technical and 
team interview afterwards. The process will take around 4 weeks from 
application to admission. For applicants not selected, feel free to stay 
connected with us, and you are welcome to submit a new application 
once you gain more traction after 6 months.





Please fill out and submit the attached application forms or visit our 
website directly to apply. For any questions about 
the application process, contact with the subject 
line starting with [Alpha Program].
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About the Program Founders — 

TSVC
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Founded in 2010, TSVC is proud to be a leading early-stage venture 
capital fund in Silicon Valley. By investing in forward-thinking ideas 
and cutting-edge deep technologies as well as partnering with 
exceptional founders in the extraordinary entrepreneurial community, 
TSVC has been ranked in the top decile of early-stage VC funds in 
Silicon Valley. Over the past 9 years, TSVC has delivered outstanding 
returns to our investors by funding over 160 startups in deep 
tech-focused areas such as SaaS, AI chips, Fintech, Biotech, 
Blockchain, and Semiconductors. With 5 unicorns (Zoom, Quanergy, 
Ginkgo Bio, Carta, Plus.ai) in our portfolio, TSVC is named a top 
unicorn investor in the US by PitchBook. 



Our fund, formerly known as the TEEC Angel Fund, has deep roots in 
alumni support. TEEC, the Tsinghua Entrepreneur & Executive Club, 
was funded mainly by entrepreneurs and executives who graduated 
from Tsinghua University to promote innovation and entrepreneurship 
in high-tech industries. Our funding mission to provide a platform for 
members to give and receive help from one another, carried through 
our fund’s decade of history, still stands today. In the meantime, our 
fund aims to support aspiring young entrepreneurs by providing them 
with guidance, mentorship, and entrepreneurial network necessary for 
them to flourish.
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About the Program Founders — 

SAF
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“The creation of a thousand forests is in one acorn.”

- Ralph Waldo Emerson



SAF (Sinovel Angel Fund), initially envisioned by Deng Feng, 
co-founded by Chen Datong, Shum Heung Yeung and Li Feng, aims 
to cultivate a new generation of overseas Chinese youth with 
aspirations to found venture businesses. In addition to investment 
funding, SAF partners and their families/friends volunteer to 
encourage, support and incubate young entrepreneurs and their 
enterprises. The fund is committed to dedicating a portion of 
investment returns towards social impact projects led by Chinese 
youth.



By nurturing the talented seeds of young Chinese American 
entrepreneurs, innovative ideas will take root and blossom into 
impactful global enterprises.




Learn more about SAF at www.sinovel.org.
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SAF


